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AUTHOR OF KENNEDY BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED IN 1969 /,',,@’5
APPOINTMENT WITH DIRECTCR, 10:10 A, M., 6-4-64 ' '

: By appointinent, I introduced William Manchester, who has been ™ é’:\‘: I
nnmissioned by Mrs, John F, Kennedy to write a book concerning the four days )
irrounding the assassination and funeral of the late President, to the Director at e
):10 a.m., today in the Director's Office, ‘ '

Mr, Manchester first thanked the Director for sceing him, H2 explained
2t he had already seen approximately 90 people, principally in Washingion; however,
td not yet gone to Dallas, Texas, inasruch as Chief Justice Warren felt that he shou'sl
X conduct interviews in Dallas until afier the Warren Cor:mission repert had baen issue.
R g

: * Ininstituling a series of questicasto the Directar, Mr, Monchester firgt
quired as to what the Director was doing cn November 22, 23, 24 and 235, 10563, /-7 .
anchester addec-that he would first like to start with November 22, 1063, at the precise
oment the Director first received the news that the Pres:deat had boen shot., The g

irecior replied that he had just retarned from lunch, This was approximately 1:10 p,m,
news ilem was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot, . The Director

amediately called the Attorney General who was at his home diniug with the U, S,.

ttorney from New York, Mr. Morgenthau, The Director advised the Attorney Goneral

At a news announcement had been made that the Presicent hiad been wounded, The

irector stated he next talked to the SAC of our Cffice i Dallus, Texzs. He was faforme:
at the Fresideat kad been wounded and had Leen taken o the Parkland Mermorial Hespi!r®

he SAC aisn advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in tha emerecany
om with Kennedy at the same hospitals rs. Kemnaedy and Mrs, Counally, wio were
ding in the same car, had not been hit, The SAC told the Director that it ap:eared ther

e shots had.come from an upper sary window of the Texas Book Depository Buiiding.
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Re: William Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book '
.. To Be Published in 1989

Appomtmﬂnt with Du‘ector, 10:10 a, m., 6-4-—64

)

‘ i The Dallas Office addnuonally advised the D1rector shortly aIter 2:00 p.m.
hat day that the President had died. The Director immediately called the Attorney
Seneral once again and told him of the death of his brother, At this time the Diveclor
mquired as (o whether the Attorney General planned to go to Dallas. The Director statcd

“hat ke bad adviced the Atlorney General that if such plans were in the making he wouid
acililate nis depariure and avrival, The Dircctor told Manchester that shortly thereatier i
wr Pallas Cffice called once again to indicate that the President's body wculd be fa)
mimedialely flown back to Wushington and that the Vice President bad alr eady been swiin :
n:as President, The Direclor later called the Attorney General once again and told hiin
hat the FII was moving into the investigation, The Director advised Manchester that i
FBI took this action despile the fact that there was no law msking it a Federal violation to”
issassirate the President,
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At this point the Direclor gave Manchester a brief hislory of the
issassination of SAT Shanahan in Chicago, lincis, in the middle 1520%s, Thare was 1.0
Federal law against assaulting or murderi ing an FBI Agent al that time, The Director
old Muanchester he initiated action to make it a Federal crime to asszault or kill av P31
Agent so that proper action could be taken in Federal court rather than a local court iz AR
such matters, . - _ S b

e

A . The Director told Manchester that if the ¥BI had taken custody of
-ee Harvey Cswald, Jr., Oswald would rever have been killed by Jack RLbV. The
Dlrector statod Jm.t the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to const: Ierab;e
)pewl'lflc“mnd ramcr, All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas poLce tal: ‘
sroper action to prolect Oswald, oo A
- The Director told Manchester that the FEJ immediately entered the case, - i
Xecplto noa-jurisdiction, and that we intcrviewed Oswald as soon as he was mads availiin
The Director stated that cn the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately T:28 p.m. o~
President Johnsean called him at his home and recmeshd that the FBI take compleic chnig:
of the case iuvolving the assassination, The Direclor stated he advised thie President i
‘hat the FBI had already entered the case and that we would, of course, go all out In i
matter. The Dirveclor also icld the President that he was eoncerned aboul the great s
tmount of publicity corming out ¢f Dallas, ‘ :

The Director then told Manchester that the Dallas police had given cut
,onsule avle information received as a result of FBI findings, particilarly from Zur
Laberatory, ‘He added that on the 4th or 5th day following the assassination he instrocied V|
Jur SAC ia Dallas to conlact Chial of Police Curry and order him to make no further. T
statemeonts to the press with respect to the evidence or invesiigation surrcenciag the

1ssassn tion. TLe Dir ector {cld Manchester that this Chief of Police could have told
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him to go to hell; however; he had recognized the obvious necessity and logic of such
i)Stl’UCthl]S and had complied, The Director explained to Manchester at some length

The Director told Manchester that on Saturday evening, Novein Ler 23,
1963 “our Dallas Office had received an anonymous telephone call indicaling that plans
had been madz to murder Oswald when he was removed from the Dallas City Jaile The
FBI inforined the Dalias Chief of Police immediately, The Director told Manchester
that original plans for remcval of Oswald had been made for 10:00 p, m, that Saturday
night, The Chief of Police, however, changed these plans by acceding to the pressuvre
of the press that Gswald e removed at a convenient time so0 that communications media
could cover the event, Our Pailas Oifice agsin called the Pallas Police Departmeat ca
Suncéay morning, November 24, 1963, and reminded that Departinent of the same
anonymous telephone call, At th."lt tnm, the Chief of Police assured cur Dalias Office that
all precaunons were being taken to protect Oswald, :

T The Dlrevto‘ informed Manchester that fcllowing the President's call

at 7:25 p, m., November 22, 1963, he gave specific instructions ihat the FBI do everylli-

possible to thoroughly mvostxgate this case, The Director stated that zdditional
personriel were iimmediately sent to Dallas, He told Manchester tliis was rnecessary
inasmuch as our Dallas Oifice and FBI Headquarters, as well as ctier offices, received
hundreds and hundreds of phone calls, telegrams and letters se;tn s fortii leads in this
gase.

Y . ' ) v
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“ .. . '~ Manchester inquired as to whether-the Divector placed any imi icance -
to the ancnymous phone call concerning the plan to murder Oswald. The Director replind
that we had no way of knowing at the time whether any iimporiance suould be atiached ©r
not; however, we did have the responsibility to immediately nctify the Dallas police,
“‘thh we cid,

i VR

‘t The Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a Ypolice Huil,"
As a result of his friendship with 2 number of police officers he hnd easy accessinilily

to the Dallas Police Deparl.mcnt. The Director stated that he did not kaow vhzther Ry’

:1)

reported inconity was uf the sincere or faked type inasimuch as we were not 1.-“) chialyvist
He stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald kecause of hig obiines
affecticn for the late Presidznt and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further soryov
to Mrs, Kennedy unsmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dalles anad teotity
agamst Oc\v'.ld. .
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} A ‘Manchester inquired as to the exact location of the Direclor at lhe time
Oswald was killed on Sunday, November 24, 1963, The Director replied that he was at
home. He slated that the Dallas Oifice contmted him immediately following this evenl,
Manchester inguired as to the Director's immediate reaction, The Director replied tbat
his first thought vas how such an event could take place, particularly under a system of
civilized justice, The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check on Jack
Ruby and parlicularly to ascertain if there had been a relationship between Ruby and
Oswa,ld. ’

1 Manchester inquired as to whether the Director was watching television
at} thz time of Oswald's murder, The Dircctor replied in the negative, He stated he was
workmg on cfficial papers at the time. The Director added that he usually szved Sundays
vto review lengthy documents and memoranda as well as to prepare himself for interviews,
hearmgq, etc, : :

: .. Manchester inquired as to what the Director was do!ng on Friday moraing,
November 22, 1953, prior to the assassination. The Director replizd that he was
conduchnn‘ busmebs as usual, that he had had a number of interviews that pﬂrncular

mormng.

Marnchester inquired as to the physical location of the wire service ticker
machme. He was told that it is located across tha hall and that pertme .t wire service
items are brought in to the Director immemately

-3 ‘ «
. >

l -- . % The Director told Manchester that his hrst converaation on November 22;
1963 with our Dallas Office occurred al approximately 1:48 p.r:, The Direcior was
aqwsed at that time that the President was not believed to be cead vel put that he had
St.‘tffered a mortal wound, The Directcr mentioned that on thie occasion of his sccond
call to the Attorney General, the Attorncy General had indicated that he had also beeu in
touch with a number of the P ‘esidential St2ff and had been informed oi 2 humbexr of

de‘taxls concerning the shooting and the fact that the bromdr:nt bad dicd,

. Manchester inquired as to the Director’s opinion cf the Attorney Gensral'es
reaction upon being informed that the President had Leen shots  The Dirceior renlied
that the At torney General had been silent for a few moments and had then requested {hai
tHe Director keep him informed of any further facts received cencerning this matter,
The Director told Manchester that the Attorney General is usually very Quiet in manper
untﬂ he has all the necessary facts of a given silvation. Thke Director st tated that the

Attorney General was not the explosive type unless he becasue angry.
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Manchesler told the Director that the Pn,szomt s call to the Dir(‘ctor at

I: 25 p. m., November 22, 1963, appeardd to be one of the first calls that the President

na je upon relurning Lo \‘ asnung_,lon that evening.  The Directlor replied that he vould

surmise that this was correct, The Director added that our investigatlion proceeded
O{Umxlh' however, il was not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that the

Pr es*dent decided to name a Presidential Commission to look into the assassination,

[‘he Director told Manchester that an FBI report had been sent to the Warren Cominission

».1t‘hm ten days after the President had set up this body. The Director stated that he

)el sonally kad appeared before the Warren Comrnission and that he consideied their

oshomm' of kim to be quite thorough, He stated that thoroughness wis nccessary on
part of the Commission inasmuch as this would serve to assist in quelling gossip and

3[)0(‘ ation in the future, The Director quickly added, however, that rumors will

.ox‘ltmue concerning this case, especially in Eurcpe whe*‘e there is wxdcbprpd.d gossip

..0. cerning a supposed conspiracy, for many years. N
AL . Y - The Director told Manchester that the statemaent that scme of the
information ray be withheld by the Warren Commission naturally gave rise to further

P
) l"u‘mor.

¥ Manchester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice's stalement in this
regard incemuch as rot just any individual should be allowcd to 1ook at the classified
mhten‘:x sent to the Commission by some agencies, The Director replied that the issue
in pomt is such that excessive precautions of security is unwise, 'The Director explained
th t he had never been a great believer in wasteful precautions or goicg overboard
'rega; dm(T e.;’cesswe security, He stated that an item is either classified or e Ise it isa®t
classified, “The Director gave examples of leaks in Government that have given seveval |
P‘ esideiits extreme cause and worry, He stated that the FBI is usvally cslled upon to
investigate these leaks, however, newspaperraen naturally do rot desire io reveal their
source The Divector stated that if newspapermen did reveal such sourees dhat quite
naturally the sources would dry up,

e,

’ ‘ Manchester 1nqu1red of the Director as to whether the assav.:'wation Casc
became oie of major concern following the President's call at 7:25 pom,, Movewber &I,
1963 The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the Fisl kad already
en‘tcxed this case, He added, however, that after the Pv*emdent‘s call yve wrent ali nut in
doinrf such things as working avound the clock, sending a Washington-based i offi=is
to Dallas and 'uldn approximately 30 Agents to the Dallas per-0m1el comjpluent. ’1‘1 :

ﬁ ector stated tlmt we still have at least 50 men who are tied up ie rinning ava leads
on this particular case threaghout the FBI's service, He sta ted t’mt this case will aever
be' closed from an investigative point of view inasmuch as we will continually receive

leads mmy from mental Cabes, wluch necessax ily have to be checked out,
; - . ' /
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Manchnster asked if the matter of a President bamg assassinated uot :
»emg a Federal crime had ever been discussed fully by the Congress, or anyone else, ity
ccox ding to the Direclor's knowledge, The Direclor replied that there had been no
uscussmn to any exlent, He slated the matter had just never becen considereds

} ’ Manchester inquired as to whether the FBI had pricr material on Oswald
:e[ore the assassination. The Director replied that we did have some information
egarcunf* Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy in naturé, The Direcior then explained
.t some length the background of Oswald, He told Manchester of the press releases that
‘ls\‘vald made in Moscow, He told Manchester of Oswald's employment in a faclory in
Amsk Russia, and of the fact that Oswald had later returned to Mcscow, The Director
dated that he certamly did not understand why the Departiment of State had failed to have
Iswald sign an affidavit foriRitting his American cilizenship at the &ne Oswald returned

Moscow and visited the U. S. Embassy, Manchester spoke up and stated that the
't..‘tc, Depariment claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an
-xtraduaue crime in the Sovist Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from

um The Director again deplored the failure to have such an afficavit executed,

‘ " The Director continued that we had interviewed Oswald within two or tirce
lays. follumng his arrival in the United States, He explained that we, of course, desired
0 fmd Gat if Oswald had been recruited as an intelligence agent by the Soviet Umm Tie
directer told Manchester that this did nat appear to be true. He added that Cswald haa
lasqmed himself as a Marxist ralher than a communist, -The Dircetor added that
)‘s‘ﬁald had later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting into a street sgaabble

vith anti-Castroites over leaflets being handed eut by Oswald, The Director told R SO

Jianchester that Oswald could best be termed a "oner.* He expleoined Osweald's

,o:thriicntions with the Communist Party in the United States butl added that Gswild
1ad never joined the Party. The Director told of the incidents surrouniing Oswaldis
Lttemm to ki1l General Walker in Dallas, He added that Oswald's wile, Vtarnu.., had
dv“lsed us of this incident followinz the assassination, The Director suminarized tids
art of the interview by indicating there appcared to be nothing in Osvuld's hackgreoad
vhich would reflect that he was 2 man of violence and most certainly nothing whick
ndkcated'that Oswald had any intentions of assassinating the President.

CL Manchester asked if the Director did not find it odd that Mrs, Oswald

failed to tell anyone about the attempted assassination of General Walker urtil aller

he‘ murder of President Kennedy, The Director replied that he did not find this odd in
/iew of the cold relationship between Oswald and his wife, the lanzuage barrier on ihe
)att of Mrs, Oswald anrd the fact that Mrs. Oswald ¢id not have the natural Instincis ol
n American woman but to the contrary had a different attitude altogether. He siated i:z
laced no significance in Mrs. Oswald's failvre to advise of this inciGent prior to the
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I The Director told Manchester that it was extremely difficult to speculate’
-+, the motivations of Oswald to kill the President, The Director stated it was entirely
1ssible Oswald may have wanted to kil Governor John Connally, He explained that
. swald kad writien communications to Governor Connally protesting his particular type
- discharge from the U, S, Marine Corps. The Director added that President Kcnnedy
1S an intellectual liberal type. He stated that President. Kennedy had been desirous of
eping peace with honor, He stated that President Kennedy desired peaceful co-existenc.
American slyle. The Director added that the President, although he had been firm
his dealings with Khrushchey, had a fairly good relationship with Khrushchev and the
«viet Union, The Director summed up by stating that Oswald could not have desired to
11 the President because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, against
¢ Communist Party and Chairman Khrushchev, '

o Manchester speculated that perhaps the communists, including Oswald,

1 not like the relationship between the late President and Khrushchav; therafore, the
‘mmunists desired to do away with President Kennedy so that this obstacle to their
sired philesophy could be removed, The Director replied that this was entirely

- ssible;” however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchev was rot
oerson to be trusted and that Chairman Khrushchev had a very cold ard evil mind,
ie Direcior, at this point, gave examples of Khrushchev?'s understainding of the Xnglish
nguage despite the fact that he had-Groyanovsky, an excellent interpreter, with him
all times while on his visits to the United States., The Director told Manchester that

had always felt it better to kick individuals like Xhrushehev on the shins once in a
1ti€ rathey, than to boot-lick them, The Director explained that Khrushchev was -
sically an oriental and that individuals opposing-erienials usually lost face in the
lental's opinion when fear or trepidation was shown, -

-

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director's duties and
sponsihilities allowed him to participate personally in the funeral ceremonies. The
rector replied in the negative, He stated he had beea at his desk constantly, Ile
ded that he had issued instructicns that FBI personnel participate officially in the
remonies by assisling Secret Service as much as possible. The Director spoke of the
wny visiting foreign dignitaries and of the danzers involved in the march from *he
lite House to St, Matthew's Catliedral, He told Manchester that over 40 Spocial
.ents had been assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at St. Matthew!'s
thedral,  He further told Manchester that the authorily to protect the President was
rarly a function of the Secret Service; however, since the assassiration we have
sisted when.called upon, The Director briefly advised Manchester at this paint of e
mmediate widespread ramifications of this case following the actual shooting, o teld
nchester that leads had spread to Mexico zs well as tnroughout the entire Unjled States,
w2refore, it bas been necessary for him personzliy to remain at his desk so as to

. .

pervise this matter, . ‘ o i |
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At this point I reminded Manchesler of his previous sht"ment to me that

¢ had to be at the White House at 11:15 a. m. Manchester thanked the Director twice
von his departure and stated that he was very appreciative d the Directos's coo')eratxon
nd cons 1dcrab;e time taken from a busy schedule to be ot assistance,

CTION:

. The Director may desire to send the Attorney General the attached leiter
'xdxcatmg that he had sean Manchaster, : | .
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