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By appointment, ¥ introduced V/illiam Manchester, who has been ft _?/ Me 7 snmissioned by Mrs, John F, Kennedy to write a book cuncerning the four days So Be irrounding the assassination and funeral of the late President, te the Director at ‘OS. J: 10 &em., today in the Director's Office, ‘ 

, Mr. Manchester first thanked the Director for sceing him, He explained eo : 
et he had already seen approximately 90 people, pr incipaLy in W ashineto: 45 however, fe . td not yet gone to Dallas, Texas, inasrauch as Chief Justice Warren fett that he should ee %, conduct interviews in Dallas until atter the Warren Con:mission report had been issue. ‘ ay Looe eos a) . er - 

re i instituting a series of questicns to the Directar, Mr, Monchester first ee quired as to what the Director wa s doing cn Ncvembcr 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1993, fo a anchester added- that he would first like to start with November 22, i963, atthe precisa ‘F- 
omen: the Director first received the news that the President hae been shot, The - 
irector replied that he had just returned from lunch. Tunis was approximately 1:10 pon, 
névs ifem was brought in to him reflecting the President n2d been shot, The Director | - 
nmediately Salled the Attorney General who was at his horne dining with the U. S.. soos itorney from New York, Mr. Morgenthau, The Director advised the Attorney Ganeral < _ 

. tHe ata news announcement had been made that the President had been wounded, The a ee irector stated he next talked to the SAC of our Office ix Balle ‘Sy Texas. He was informe: ae we 
nL ae at the E'esident had been wounded and had been takea to the Parkland Mem Grial Hospi: ews 

he SAC aiso advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emergenny rete 
yom With Kennedy at the same hospital, Mrs, Kennecy and Mrs, Counal! Y, Wne were oo 
ding in the same car, had not been hit. The SAC told the Director that it apnegred ther ae 
€, shots had. come from an upper sory window of the Texas Book Depusitory Busting, wpe - _ : Sete, ia nclosure : | ft 0808 a , aii oa fe LN gp 2 GE - Miss Gand y jot Cos a a Al od ey | “ Miss Holines | 4G tee | “f° A i 
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: 2 a The Dallas Office additionally advised the Director shortly after 2:09pm. |. 
hat t day thac the President had died, The Director immediately called the Attorney ig 
seneral once again and told him of the death of his brother. At this time the Director be. : 
quired as lo whether the Attorney General planned to go to Dallas. The Director stated va ’ 

tee hat he had advised the Atlorney General that if such plans were in the making he wouid ol 
acililate nis departure and arrival, The Director told Manchester that shortly thereafie: 2° - 
wir Dallas Cfifice called once again to indicate that the President's body would be ae 
immediately flown back to Washington and that the Vice President had alreaacy been sworn 
mas President, The Director later called the Attorney General once again and told him 7s 
hat the Ft was moving into the investigation. The Director advised Manchester that Uy: 
FRI took this action despile the fact that there was no law making ita Federal violation to’ 
issassinate the President, 

At this point the Director gave Manchester a brief history of the | 
issassination Of SAC Shanahan in Chicago, Dlincis, in the middle 1520’s, There wasrno * |, 
Federal law against assaulting or murdering an FBI Agent al that time. The Director ho 
Old Manchester he initiated action to make it a Federal crime to assault or kill an F3i peru 
Agent so that :roper action could be taken in Federal court rather than a local court in ae 
such matters, . , , - BG 

nes 

= . 

. _ The Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken custody of 
Lee Harvey Oswald, Jr., Oswald would never have been killed by Jack Ruby, The 
Director stetod that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to consi: serae 
speculation and rumcr, All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas police tak 

wo ~. at 4 

sroper action to protect Oswald, eee, 

: _ The Director told Manchester that the FBJ immeciately entered the case, ro 

lespite noa-jerisdiction, and that we interviewed Oswald as soon as he was made availint- Po, 
Che Director stated that cn the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately 7:25 pom. i». 
President Johnsen called him at his home and requested that the FBI take conpiete chats: wes 

of the case involving the assassination, The Director stated he advised the Presicsnt i 
hat the FBI had already entered the case and that we would, of course, goalloutinisis +, 
matter. The Director also icld the President that he was concerned about the great ee 
umount of publicity coming out cf Dallas, | 

The Director then told Manchester that the Dallas police had giv on cut 
sonside: ‘adle information received as a result of FBI findings, particularly from cur 
Laboratory, “He added that on the 4th or 5th day following the assassination he instrucien s 
sur SAC in Dallas to contact Chief of Police Curry and order him to make na further. om 
statements to the press with respect to the evidence or investigation surrcenciug the — ee 
assassing Hon, Tke Director tceld Manchester that tuis Chief of Police could have told i 
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him to go to hell; however, he had recognized the obvious necessity and logic of such nt 
instructions and had complied. The Director explained to Manchester at some length 

the necessily to keep physical evidence confined prior to the proscculion of ar individu: ale : Bo 
i a * 

’ 

ee, -_ 
ee 

Tne Director told Manchester that on Saturday evening, November 23, uf « 
1963, our Daas Office had received an anonymous telephone call indicating that plans e : 
had been made to murder Oswald when he was removed from the Dallas City Jail. The 70 
FBI informed the Dalias Chief of Police immediately. The Director told Manchester wo 
that original plans for remova! of Oswald had been made for 10:00 p,m. that Saturday ae 
night. Tne Chief of Police, however, changed these plans by acceding to the pressure i 
of the press that Oswald be removed at a convenient time so that communications media 4... 
could cover the event, Our Dailas Office again-called the Dallas Police Department ca a 
Suncay morning, November 24, 1963, and reminded that Departinent of the Same 7 
anonymous telephsne call, At ‘that time the Chief of Police assured cur Dalias Office that °. 
all i precautions. were being taken to protect Oswald. ’ aon 

The Direc tor informed Manchester that fcllowing the President's call | 
at 7:25 p.m., November 22, 1963, he gave specific instructions ihat the FBI do everytlii-:, We 
possible to thoroughiy investigate this case. The Director stated that additional 
personnel were immediately sent to Callas, He toid Manchester this was necessary 
inasmuch as our Dallas Office and FBI Headquarters, as well as cther offices, reccived 

hundreds and hundreds of phone calls, telegrams and letters setting forti leads in this 
gase. , , . 
<> = > 

ww _ 

~-. | . “S Manchester inquired as to whether-the Director placed any ‘signi! icance - 4) 

to the ancnymous phone cali concerning the plan to murder Oswatd, The Director reniind 
that we had no way of knowing at the time whether any imporince suould de atiached ¢r i 
not; however, we did have the responsibility to immediately nctify the Dallas police, 

Sos 

Pe 

The Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a "polce tai," 
As a result of his friendship with a number of police officers he had easy nceensinth iy 
to the Dallas Police Department. The Director stated that he did not kaow whether Whyte ae 

~ 

reported insanity was of the sincere or faked type inasmuch as we were not Ms sychiatris! 3. 

He stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald kecause of his alain: 

affection for the late President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrov 

to Mrs, Kennedy inasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dallas @ 1G boathty 

against Oswald, , , | | a 
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| "Manchester inquired as to the exact location of the Director at the | time : 
Oswald was killed on Sunday, November 24, 1963. The Director replied that he was at hy 
home. He stated that the Dallas Office contacted him immediately following this event. 
Manchester inquired as to the Director's imroediate reaction. The Director replied that oe 
his first thought was how such an event could take place, particularly under a system of wee 
civilized justice, The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check on Jack 7 
Ruby and particularly to ascertain if there had been a relationship between Ruby and 
Oswald, , , | ES 

e Manchester inquired as. to whether the Director was watching television 
at the time of Oswald's murder, The Director replied in the negative, He stated he was = 3... 
working on cfficial papers at the time. The Director added that he usually saved Sundays </) 
to review lengthy documents and memoranda as well as to prepare himself for interviews, <. ° 
hearings, etc, . a 

- Manchester inquired as to what the Director was doing on Friday morning, 
Novernber 22, 1953, prior to the assassination. The Director replicd that he was 7 
conducting: business as usual, that he had had a number of interviews that perticular ae 
morning. 

| . re “ 

Manchester inquired as to the physical location cf the wire service ticker 
machine, He was told that it is located across the hall and that pertine ut wire Service - 
items are brought in to the Director imrnediately. | ; so 
-~s. e 

>» - -_ 

. =~ ™ The Director told Manchester that his first conversation on November 22; -~*). « 

1963, with our Dallas Office occurred at approximately 1:48 ppm. The Director was ean 
advised at that time that the President was not believed to be Ceac vet nut that he had on te . Mes ort 

sultered a mortal wound, The Directcr mentioned that on the occasion af his sccond ae 
call to the Attorney General, the Attorney General had indicated that he had also been oe 
touch with a number of the P: ‘esidential Staff and had been informed of a number of qe 
details concerning the shooting and the fact that the Preside ent bad died, 

. Manchester inquired as to the Director’s opinion ef the Attorney Gentrels a0 

reaction upon being informed that the President had been shot. The Director replied oe 
that the Attorney General had been silent for a few moments and had then requested thai 
the Director keep him informed of any further facts received concerning {nis matter. 

The Director told Manchester that the Attorney General is usually very Quiet in manner a 

until he has all the necessary facts of a given siluation, The Director stated that the oo 

Attorney General was not the explosive type unless he pecame angry. 
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|. on Manchester told the Director that the President! S call to the Director at mc 
I: 25 De m., November 22, 1963, appearéd to be one of the first cal!s that the President _ ae 
na Ie upon returning to W ‘ashington that evening. The Director replied that he would Pet: 

surmise that this was correct. The Director added that our investigation proceeded ¥ : 

orthwith; however, il was not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that the ae ; 
President decided to name a Presidential Commission to look into the assassination, ae 
rhe Director told Manchester that an FBI report had been sent to the Warren Cominission Be 
within ten days after the President had sct up this body. The Director stated that he Beet 
yersonally Fad appeared before the Warren Commission and that he considered their fab 

uestionins of kim to be quite thorough. He stated that thoroughness wis necessary ong 
pert of the Commission inasmuch as this would serve to assist in quelling gossip and Y 

spoeatation in the future, The Director quickly added, however, that rumors will be 

continue concerning this case, especially in Eurcpe where there is widesp sread gossip nt . 

concerning a Supposed conspiracy, for many years, a ty 
EP bod: 
».. 7% > The Director told Manchester that the statement that some of the Re 

information nay be withheld by the Warren Commission naturally gave. rise to further i “ 

PUT. Manchester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice's statement in this  £> 

regard incsmuch as not just any individual should be allowcd to look at the classified te 

materiai sent te the Commission by some agencies. The Director replied that the issué 

in point is such that excessive precautions of security is unwise. ‘The Director explained 

th it he had never been a great believer in wasteful precautions or going overboard 

regar ding excessive security. He stated that an item is either classified or else it isa‘t 

classified, "The Director gave examples of leaks in Government that have yiven several | 

Pi esidents extreme cause and worry. He stated that the FRI is usually called upon to 

inves ticate these leaks, however, newspapermen naturally do rot desire to reveal their we. 

sources The Director stated that if newspapermen did reveal such sources that auite 

caturally the sources would dry up, 

i
=
 a
 

S
t
.
 

ir
 

Per
e 
e
o
 

e
T
 

ar
 

ae 
Fa
d 
a
 

. 

a 

| “Manchester inquired of the Director as to whether the assagsination case 

rr 

to Dallas and addins approximately 30 Avenis to the Dallas personne’ complement. Wie 

| Di ector stated that we still have at least 50 men who are tied up sunning davai beads fo 

on this particular case threighout the FBI’s service, He sla ted that this case willaever  & 

be closed from an investigative point of view inasmuch as we will continually receive 

leads, _mnany from mental cases, | which. necessar ily have to be checked out, » vee 
. 4 a . . 

y, 

sc 

became one of major concern following the President's call at 7:25 p.m. Novem: ar Ge, ss 

1963, The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the Fis! bad already hits 

entered this case. He added, however, that after the President's call we went ali sta Sn 

doing such things as working around the clock, sending a Wa shinuton-based F Gi offi-e ~ ’ 
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: Manchester asked if the matter of : a President being assassinated not fats 
cing a ‘Feder al crime had ever been discussed fully by the Congress, or anyone else, Tea 
¢ cor ding to the Director's knowledge, The Director replied thal there had been no» 
liseussion tu any extent, He slated the malter had just never becn considered, 

yp Manchester inquired as to whether the FBI had pricr material on Oswald 
efore the asSacsination, The Director replied that we did have some information 
‘egarding Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy in naturé, The Director then explained . 
RA some length the background of Oswald, He told Manchcster of the press releases that 
Iswald made in Moscow. He told Manchester of Oswald's employment ina factory in ae 
Ainsk, Russia, and of the fact that Oswald had later returned to Mcscow. The Director an 
lated that he certainly did not understand why the Department of State had failedto have * . 
ds¥ ald sign an affidavil forikgitting his American citizenship at the tine Oswald returned a 
fe) Moscow and visited the U. S. Embassy. Manchester snoke up and stated that the Re 
‘tate Denariment claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an 
xtradivable crime in the Soviet Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from 
um, The. Director again deplored the failure to have such an afficavit executed, — 

Ee ° 3 me 
| ‘The Director continued that we had interviewed Oswald within two or taree 8. 

lays. following his arrival in the United States. He explained that we, of course, desired 
0 find Gat if Oswald had been recruited as an intelligence egent by the Soviet Union. Tine  %: 
Jinectcr told Manchester that this dia nct appear to be true. He added that Cswald haa 
‘lassified himself as a Marxist rather than a communist. .The Director added that 
sWald had later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting into a street squabble — 
vith anti-Castroites over leaflets being handed cut by Oswald, The Director told 7 
“anchester that Oswald could best be termed a “loner, He explained Oswald's wo 
ommenications with the Communist Party in the United States cui added that Cswala my 
ad never joined the Party, The Director told of the incidents surrounding Oswald's 
ittempt to 11 General Walker in Dallas, He added that Oswald's wile, Marina > hed 
dvised us cf this incident following the assassination, Tne Director Suminarized this 

vant of the interview by indicating there appcared to be nothing in Osvald's hackgrcund 
hich would reflect that he was 2 man of violence and most ceriainiy nothing which 
ndicated that Oswald had any intentions of assassinating the President, 
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4 Manchester asked if the Director did not find it odd that Mrs, Oswaid Br 
failed to tell anyone about the attempted assassination of General ¥ Jalker urtil after aan 

hel murder of President Kennedy, The Director replied that he did not fiad this oddin | te 
‘iew of the cold relationship between Oswald and his wife, the language barrier on the 7 
vart of Mrs, Oswald and the fact that Mrs, Oswald cid not have the netural Instineis of Eig 

in American woman but to the contrary hada different attitude altogether. He stated i:s Qo 

dlaced no significance in Mrs. Oswald's failure to advise of this inciaent prior to the | Pi 

ssassination. . oe HK, — 
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re The Director told’ Manchester that it was extremely difficult to speculate _. tthe motivations of Oswald to kill the President. The Director stated it was entirely 
»ssible Oswald may have wanted to kill Governor John Connally, He explained that 

_3wald had written communications to Governor Connally protesting his particular type 
_ discharge from the U. S, Marine Corps, The Director added that President Kennedy 

iS an intellectual liberal type. He stated that Presidemt.Kennedy had been desirous of 
eping peace with honor. He stated that President Kennedy desired peaceful co~existenc. 
American Slyle. The Director added that the President, although he haa been firm 
his dealings with Khrushchev, had a fairly good relationship with Khrushchev and the 

‘viet Union, The Director summed up by Stating that Oswald could not have desired to 
ll the President because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, against —@ Communist Party and Chairman Khrushchev, | 

o Manchester speculated that perhaps the communists, including Oswald, 
d not like the relationship between the late President and Khrushchev; therefore, the 
‘rmmunists desired to do away with President Kennedy so that this obstacle to their 
Sired philesophy could be removed, The Director renlied that this was entirely 
—ssibles however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand thet Khrushchev was rat 
oerson to be trusted and that Chairman Khrushchev hada very cole and evil mind, 
ie Director, at this point, gave examples of Khrushchev's understanding of the English 
nguage despite the fact that he had-‘Grroyanovsky, an excellent interpreter, with him 
all times while on his visits to the United States, The Director told Manchester that 
had always felt it better to kick individuals like Khrushchev on the shins once ina , 
1é rather than to boot-lick them. The Director explained that Khrushchev wes - 
Sically an oriental and that individuals opposing-erientals usually losi face in the 
iental’s opinion when fear or trepidation was shown, - 

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director's duties and 
sponsibilities allowed him to participate personally in the funeral ceremonies, The 
rector replied in the negative. He stated he had been at his desk constantly. He 
ded that he had issued instructions that FBI personnel participate officially in the 
remonies by assisting Secret Service as much as possible, The Director spoke of the om 
ny Visiting foreign dignitaries and of the dangers involved in the march from ‘he | ae 
lite House to St, Matthew's Cathedral. He told Manchester that over 40 Special mS 
ents had been assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at St. Matthew's ee 
thedral, He further told Manchester that the authority to protect the President was sy 
carly a function of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we have , “Ur. 
sisted when.called upon, The Director briefly advised Manchester at this point of the i c 
mediate widespread ramifications of this case following the actual snuovting, He teid a 3 
inchester that leads had spread to Mexico =s well as throughout the entire Uniied States, a. 
erefore, it has been necessary for him personally to remain at his desk so as to ao 
pervise this matter, . , ; gir | " 
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At this point I reminded Manchester of his previous statement to me > that 

e had to be at the White House at 11:15 a.m, Manchester thanked the Director twice 

oon his departure and stated that he was very appreciative d the Directoi at) coope ration 

nd considerable time taken from a busy schedule to be of assistance. Oo 

CTION: ) 

- The Director may desire to send the Attorney General the attached tetter 

sdicating that he had seen Manchester. ; | te 
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