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iy A memo from Mr. Belmont to Mr. Tolson 11.22-63-advised v
that the files were being reviewed concerning Lee Harvey Uswald,
a suspcrt in captloned matter S ‘ V.
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Oswald first came to our attention on IO 3] 59 vhen a
\news ‘clipping indicated that he had held a d_press Cconference in his
room at the Metropole Hotel, Moscow, in which he advised he had ™™
applied to renounce his_ Amencan c1t1Lenbh1_Q_and_:E€Eome a Sov iet_
Cifizen " "He was “described as a 20 vear-old flormer U. S. '\iarlne and
received considerable publicity.  We checked with the ‘0ffice of Naval
-Intelligence (ONI) and were advised that Oswald had entered_the
Marine Corps at_Dollas,Texas, 10-24.% fo serve 3 years, was
released_to inactive duty on 9 -11-39 but_had .obligated Service until
12-8-62.7 We had an Identification Division record on his service —
f}ngerprlnts wvhich showed no criminal arrests and placed a stop
against the prints so that any subsequent arrest in the U 5. would be
brought to our attention. t] g
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."'\ k fo §ta§_§:‘_l),g,pa1;]:m@t advised 11-22-59 that Oswald had &pphed

3 i . @t the American LEmbassy 10-31-59 q_q_v_l_g,lnﬂ he_wished to renounce ot

N\ .~N|ZhisAmeTican c1t17ensh12 and gave as th: principal_ teason. for Ris . ". 4

4 w3 decision, "I am a MarXist." He stated that he_had been a radar . = |

o & Z operator in the Marme Corg% and had told Sovlet 0ff1c1a15 that if 2{
%},é’ z-he "was granted Soviet citizenship, he \sould make _known_information, =
il = concerning the Marine Corps_which.was-in_ _his possession, He again, 3
“EI_'::. g6t publicity on 11-15-59 when the United Press reported that he, g
SIS had said that Soviet authorities.wauld_not. grant_him c1t12ensh1g 3
2 £ 3 ‘although he could live in Russia_as.a_resident allen. \J _ g
i3 T >
R ONI _advised 11-15-60 that Oswald had been given_an, .~ -
5&3 undcsugx_b_l_c_: dlschd_x"_ge from _the Marifie Cm ps_Re_sen'e._nn. 8-17- 60._,\j {3
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AT on 5-17-¢ GZ_SLatLDepar_jmejlt.ad\lbed "that it had beerr”

- f“\determlned that Oswald _was_still_an _American.citizep, was married to,
- WYY 4 Soviet i tizen and that both had ¢Xit_permits Nto,_lea\e ‘Russia; thq

{- - State’ Department had given_ appm__al for _their travel. with. thein

= o g - —

m’fant child to_the IL.S. On 5-31. 62_the_Bureau_instructed Dallas_

bW

. to 1nté-rv1e\\ Oswald _in det;:ul.upon Jhiscarrival.  He returned.tq !
N Ft‘ Worth - “Te: Xas,..0n._ 6__L4,-ﬁ.2 and was interviewed by.Bureau agents on \_)
. 1eXas, ao‘ﬂ
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| 6-26-62. He 'was_verv curt and short in answczing‘mggy;gpcstiong; -

- and gave the Jmpression_of being cold and arrogant. He advised that he
was not willing to take a_polvgraph test, He declined to answer

A

the question as to why he had_made the trip_to Russia and stated” .

» ;Ihe'dl -not care to rclive the past, then added that Be went to Russia
. " to see the country. He said that he had been given a job as a sheet
: - metal worker in a television factory and denied that he had gone to
4y . Russia because of admiration of the Russian system. He stated that he
had read books by Karl Marx because of interest in his economic
4 - - theories but denied that he had ever been a member of the Communist
| QParty. -He also denied that he had renounced his U.S. citizenship
and gstated that he did not seek Soviet citizenship. ‘He advised that
the “oviets never attempted to-obtain information from him concerning

_ the ¥arineCorp§;that~he %ngngx_xggrgiicq_gt;agy time by_Soviet

... Jntelligence and made no _deals wjth the Soxiels_to obtain permission

P Ep-rgtﬁTh‘Tb'tbg'U.S. He said that he had not given the Sovits any
H.epe... IDTOrMation which could be used against the U.S. He also denied that

i..~ . he had offered to reveal any_ information_to the Sovits obtzined J
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~as-a result of belfiga radar operator in the Marines.

_ Oswald was reinterviewd on 8-16-62 and advised that_he had’

.. Made contact with _the Sovit Embassy in_Washington, D. C.. to advise .
", . -the Embassy of his wife's current address_which was required by
L Soviet law, He said she would report subsequent changes of adiress
4~ . to the Embassy. He stated that he had never enjoyed his service in
3 +.7 the U.S. Marines but had not enjoyed his trip to the.Soviet Union any
4 -+~ -more than his Marine service. He again denied _requesting revocation,
"~ - tof his U.S. citizenship and stated that he had never affirmed = '
= Fllegiance to the Soviet Union.. He denied that he had made any deais
= "with Soviet intelligence organizations and that he had been assured
... by the U.S. Embassy that Embassy officials were aware of no evidence
" which would warrant prosecution of him should he return to the U.S.
" He advised that he might have to return_to_ the_Soviet Union_in ahout
., -5 _yeaTs to_takc his wife to sce her relatives. He declined to
7 - ahswer questinns.as_to why he went %o the.Soviet Union and stated
-~ that he considered it "nobal's_business." At ‘the end of the interview
© hé agreed to contact the FBI if any person ever contacted himin the

. /,.- =iy N

U.S. under SUSpiciéus'circumstances.t1< .
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An article in "The Times Picayune” New Orleans
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g Pi s, Louisianga,

o 8-13-63 indicateéd That_Oswald had been sentenced.to pay. a Fine_of S10
{. s "9F scrve TU Vs on a charge of disturbing the peace.as a_result of
[, GIStribution of 7. panplilet For "FAir Play For Cins t Nox Orleans |
{ . "Dy IeTRer 8-21:63 was instiucted to ascertain the facts concerning .y
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~ Oswald’s distribution of the pamphlet and determine if h:: was J .
¢ IR engaged Tn subversive activities, . T .

, -%G_S_ugaugn\épm New Orleans disclosed that_Oswald had’
‘been arrested as reporte in_the pr'spp’j}j’l’(‘ft*?g__@g_tﬁd_ghg_x_t__h_;s_

e Ay

4 . 1s the only arrest disclosed n the_Jdentification Division records).
f . | H&CTaimed to be a member of the "Fair Play for Cuba Commitiee" (FPCC)
I and bécamé 1nvolved in an argument with 3 Cuban emigrants. whiTe '

| . ¢} passIng DUt TTIiTCUlATST HE entered a plea of guilty and elected to

s . - ¢Pay_the fine of $10.  The 3 other persons arrested with 0swald f

E I ] were discharged. '?he arrest took place on 89637 : Y
el e Oswald was interviewed on 8-10-63 by agents of the New B
‘47 Qrleans office and advised that he “;a?u‘:ﬁﬁpIo’jﬁd’ﬁﬁd"i@___g_gm_g_ﬁ)

B R, 1\““'0rﬁﬁﬁ_zb_out.ﬂ;mQ_n_ﬂxs__p_rj_\:_m,us,lx. ‘Thére he began to read
+ ° . Titerature distributed by the FPCC which he considered was not ‘a

i1 -~ “-—communist or communist-controlled group. ‘He_had sent a letter to
- - _the_headquarters of this_Commit tee at 799 Broadway, New York CiTy..

E% D [ ¥Ith S5 adVising that he wished to join _the Committee. During the
‘4 flatter part of May, 19637 he received through the mail a card made

% HSUt In his iane and signed_by Vo To Loy WRIcH SHored ot raaas

Wember of the_hational organization., A Short _time later he_recel ved

- Y2 whif¢ card which made_him a membe r_of the New Orleans_chapter,

=~} This_card was dated 6-6-63and_was _signed A- J. Hidell. He had_not

{}seen Hidell but tﬂk}it&),lim_QLmeJhﬁﬁg..ana':f_z_'éfcj:_a“_tfjé‘nde;d“me_e,mms'

of “the_Jocal committee but did not know_any of the other persons
%heyl“gicgk_nown only by their first name_g.Li

- L'ho attendéd Because

= ~ Investigation also disclosed that on 8.21-63 Oswald
= "appeared on a radio program called "Conversation Carte Blanche® on
. radio station WOSU 1n_New Urleans.with Edaard Scannell Butler,

. staff director of the Information Counzil_of the Americas which _
OTganization specidlizes in distribution. of anticomrunist educational

mteriWAmerican countries. During the program, Oswald

S_gimhm"ﬂfe FPCC"TSTn0t comnunist-controlled and that he, VA

wald, is a Marxist. ..
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, Oh 11 1-63 Mrs. Mlchael R Palne '7513 ‘West Flfth Street
Irving, Texas advis¢d that Oswald was thgn employed by the Texas

ScﬁooT"BOO' ep051torx> 411 Elm Stlcet Dallas,
TO0MINg at an unknowd address in Dallas and "W

exas, as_a_laborer
en he obta1ned

f:" enough money he would move hlS famlly to an apartment‘ln Dallas.

- Q;her than t_e_connectlon wL;h the FPFC lnvestxgatlon
developed no subversive data re regardlng subject except_that. during
Séptember, 1962, a ‘confidential informant advised that Oswald was a_
SUbScriber to‘WThe Worker” an east coast communist newsSpaper. Another

informant advised that in in June 1963, Oswald wrote a letter to "The

M T6us Héjl_ﬂud Mr._B. Davis Hall is gencral secretary of'thp
Communist Party, USA and Davis is the national hCCFCtd[X ' ¢/
e - -___.,,__.. * pp————— e i | R T p—

- - ~ The 1nvest1gat10n d1sclosed no threats by OS“ald against
- the President but did indicate that he drank to excess while residing

Worker' 23 West 26th Strect. New York _City, claiming ta_bc a .

]ong"f1me SUbScriber ~and advxslfg that_he. was. formlng an_FPCC ‘in
‘New_Orleans.™ He requested some of. "The Worker's". literafurc _and...
Fforwarded~ Tonorar) membership.. cards. for."those figliers.. for _peace,

L

in Ft. Worth, Texas, after his return from Ru551a and beat his wife. L)
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