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UNITED ‘STATES GOVERI =NT - a | | } 
co PD. ~ Memorandum ere “i 

wo fi: y CS. SER “a\ ey 7 99-63” 2 TO Bit Ww, C. SULLIVAN JC pg = 8 Lohr. re!!11-22-63 
| ; 1 oo ar) : il] - Belmont 7 7 Sultan 

FROM Po Ng Re a 1 - Mohr. ye Trotter ee 
_ FROM” iM. as BRANIGAN _ I - DeLoach 8 Tale: Reon 

a a ~ . .  ] + Evans tot 
we aa -l - Rosen , BT 

‘SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT ] - Sullivan - ] -. DE Moore 
. oo, . | : : 1 - Branigan 

ae : 1 - Turner 1 - Wannall 
vey * A memo from Mr. Belmont to Mr. Tolson 11-22-63-advised eG 

| that the files were being reviewed concerning Lee Harve) swald, 
a Suspect in captioned matter. | . an, 

-".* Oswald first came to. our attention on 10- 31- 59. when a 
| news ‘clipping indicated that he had held7a + a press” “conference in his 

room at the Metropole Hotel, Moscow; in which he advised he had~ 
applied to renounce his_ American < Citizenship and become a Soviet, 
cifizen* He was “described as a 20- year-old former. Urs. _Marine and 
“received considerable publicity. We checked with the Office of Naval 
-Intelligence (ONI) and were advised that Oswald had entered_the 
Marine Corps at Dallas ,lexas,. 10-24 - to serve 3 years, was 
released to inactive duty _on _ 11-59 but had obligated service until 
12-8-62°" We had “an Identification Division record on his service ~ 
fingerprints which showed no criminal arrests and placed a’ stop 
against the prints so that any subsequent arrest in. the U. S. would be 

” brought to our attention. . ° 
hn 1: fs 
x At! State te Department advised 1]-22-59. that Oswald. had Gpplied > 
> Pfeat the American Embassy _10-31- -59 advising. he wished to renounce a 
WUA[S his7Aineri can ‘Citizenship and gave as _ th2 “principal. yéason for Ris LQ 
3 «eS. decision;—"l am a Marxist." He stated that he had been a radar. -: } 

" §,3, operator. in the Marine _ Corps and had told Soviet officials that if ae 
ON he was granted Soviet citizenship, he would make.known information, & 
«MRS concerning the Marine. Corps_which.was—~in- his possession, He again, 9 
“BIE S got publicity on 1]-15-59 when the United Press reported that he. ~ 
wt # had said that_Soviet authoritieswauld_not.grant_him_citizenship : 
“PE ‘although he could live in Russia_as.a_resident alien. U | 5 
2a ——— % 

24 ONI_advised 11-15-60 that Oswald had been given an | 3 
aE undesirable “discharge from the Marine ¢ Corp, psReserve—on. &.17- ov ix 

oh On’ 5-172 62_ State Department_advised ‘that it. had been 
» eiCidetérmined that Oswald_was_still_an American citizen, was married to. 
rh’ g Soviet citizen and that both had. @Xit_ permits to ‘leave. ‘Russia; rhe 
“= State Départment had given_at approval for their, “trayeL.with. their 

| —«Tarant. child to_the -iLS° On 5-31.62 the. Bureau_instructed. Dallas, 
. to intérview. Oswald in detail upon-his_arrival. He returned ta 

oe Ft.” North,- ~Texas,—on aL? and was aaa agents on y} 
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. 6-26-62. He'was very curt and short_in answering many questions. ; | Gnd gave the impression of beiig_cold and arrogant. He-advised that he © {°, as mot milling to take a polygraph’ test. He decTined to answer 
qj, the question as_to why he had made the trip to Russia and stated” _ . 4 [he did not care to relive the past, then added that he wentto Russia — - to see the country. He said that he had been given a job as a sheet > ..! : -. INetal worker in a television factory and denied that he hed gone to y . ‘Russia because of’ admiration of the Russian System. He stated that he ' 4. had read books by Karl Marx because of interest in his. economic j  . theories but denied that he_ had ever been a member of the Communist ‘{ ; Party. He also denied that he had renounced his U.S. citizenship oy i and gtated that he did. not seek Soviet citizenship. He advised that | H _ the “oviets never attempted to:-obtain information from him concerning . i :7- the Marine Corps; that: he was Not recruited at any time by Soviet _ 4... intelligence and made no deals with the Soviets_to obtain permission : qorcut tO return td the UTS. He said that he had not given-the Sovits any =~ Woegs... ThFormation which could be used against the U.S. He also denied that + 4... he had offered to reveal any information to the Sovits obtzined Us 
Wool as-a result of being a radar operator in the Marines. a a ——— — — —— — —— a 
. _ ‘Oswald yas reinterviewd on 8-16-62-and advised that_he had ) 4°.» Mage contact with the Sovit Embassy _in Washington, D.C.) to advise. . ,. 7“. .-Ehe Embassy of his wife's current address which was required by os j-.  Soviet_law. He said she would report subsequent changes of adiress 4°, LO the Embassy. He stated that-he had never enjoyed his service in t Qos. the U.S. Marines but had not enjoyed his trip to the Soviet Union any ; 7s =more than his Marine service. . He again denied requesting revocation 4 --. :Of his U.S. citizenship and stated that he had never affirmed | t | <* allegiance to the Soviet Union.. He denied that he had:made any deais a, 
j * (with Soviet intelligence organizations and that he had been assured ; 
‘4 >. by the U.S.. Embassy that Embassy officials were aware of no evidence 
‘i ‘. which would warrant prosecution of him.should he return to the U.S. i 
: He advised that he might have to return to the Soviet Union in aboyr 4. -S_years to take his wife to see her relatives. He declined to - 
| ". " ahiSwer questions —as_to why he went to. the Soviet Union and stated . { -: | that he considered it "nobaits business," At ‘the end of the interview 

| -~  hé“agreed to contact the Fel if any person ever contacted him in the €} 
4. U.S. under Suspicious circumstances.Uh «7 pe oo enn | tar 4 ‘ 
pow s An article in "The Times Picayune" New Orleans. Louisiana, “8-13-63 indicated that Oswald had been sentenced. to_pay_a_fine_of $10 
{.*- [Of Serve 10 “days on a charge of disturbing the-peace_as_a result of 3 |”... distribution of a pamphlet for “Fair Play_for Cuba. New Orleans 4 _ (by letter 8-21763 was instructed to ascertain the fa¢ts concerning uU 
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Oswald's distribution of. che pamphlet 3 and _Sctermine if he a8 , , engaged in subversive activities." ~ 4 7 eee. 

aq | were discharged. ~The arrest took place on 8-9: - 637 
pana a 

-~- the headquarters _o of this Committee at 799 

~fOswald, is a Marxist. | . ce 

er Oswald was interviewed - on 8- 10-63 by 3 agents of the New uy . Orleans office and ‘advised that he was S unemployed andhad_ come To 7 hey Orleans about_4 months previcusly, There he began té to read +4 ° |. Titerature distributed by the FPCC which. he considered was nota i < —communist or communist-controlled group. He had sent a letter to vad Broadway, Néw York City, r: [ xith S3ad\ising that he wished to join the Committee. Du During the ‘ys pp} latter part of May 1963, he received through the mait a card made —,;-Out in-his name a SH Signed by VT fee which: i-showed that he was_a Inember “Of the_national organization. A short time later he _received .'a white card which made _him_ a member_of the New Orleans chapter. ~) Thisccatd vas dated 6-6-63 and_was signed A. J. Hidell. He had_not :} Seen Hidell but talked” -d_ to him_en_the phone. and had~ d_attended_meetings | of the ocal _fommittee but did not know any_of “the _other persons 
‘they were Known only by their first names . 

- Investigation also disclosed that on 8-2] - 63 Oswald La eared on a ared on a radio program called "Conversation Carte Blanche" 
—_ Fadio station 0 Station WDSU in New. Urleans with Edaard Scannell Butler, 

) staff fF director of the Information Counsil ¢ _of the Americas which. organization specializes in distribution_ of _anticommunist educationa] See en sbeetatizes i countries. During. ‘the program. Oswald tated that the FPcC 1s. hot communis t- controlled and that he, 

Uv 
A hvestigation_ in New Orleans disclosed that Oswald had 4 been arreghtvestigntion in in.the newspdper (itis noted _that this | 4 Is the only arrest disclosed in the Identification 1 _Division record po. He "CTaimed to be a member of the “Fair Play for Cuba Committee® (FPCC) ; «| and“became involved in an argument with 3 Cuba iemigrants whi afoo . | passing §_ Out CIT CUIars, He entered a plea of guilty and etected ai... , Bay the fine of $107". The 370 other persons arreste with Oswald” 
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ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT SECRET! 

a root He1-63 Mrs, Michael R. Paine, 2515 West Fifth Street, rying, texas, advised that Oswald was then_employed by the Texas _ School Book Depository, 411 EIm Street, Dallas, Texas, aS-a laborer . . WES7HoOTTHg at an unknown address in Dallas and when he obtained ‘: enough money he would move his family to an apartment in Dallas. \) 
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_ Other than the connection with the FPCC investigation. _ developed _no subversive data regarding subject except_that_during 
_ September, 1962. a confidential informant advised that Oswald was a 

. g§ubScriber to "The Worker" an east coast communist newSpaper. Another 
informant advised that in June, 1963, Oswald wrote a letter to "The 

-Worker,' 23 West 26th street, New_York City, claiming ta_be a. 
, _Tong-time subscriber and advising that_be. was. forming an_FPCC in 

New Orleans,” He requested. some of.."The Worker's". literature and... 
forwarded honorary menbership.cards..for.."those fighers..for peace, - 

‘Mi Gus "Hall and Mr._B, Davis," Halljis general secretary of ‘the Communist Party, USA, and Davis is the national secretary. ~ * U 

a ‘The investigation disclosed no threats by Oswald against _. - the President but did indicate that he drank to excess while residing. 
_-, in Ft. Worth, Texas, after his return from Russia and beat his wife. UV 
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