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sometimes months, to deter-
mine the cause." 

Mrs. Rosemary Cotter, who 
lives across the street from 
where the plane came to rest, 
was in her dining room when 
she heard a roaring noise. 
She looked up to see the tail 
of the plane flash by and 
knock off the corner of her 
garage. 

"It sounded like an earth-
quake," she said. "I saw this 
ball of fire and heard it hit. 
I. ran out and headed down 
the street. I knew my daughter 
Christine was coming home 
from school just then. She was 
five minutes late leaving the 
school. I met her on the cor-
ner. If she had been there on 
time, she'd be dead now." 

Mrs. Pat Kjos was in the 
basement of her home at 3703 
West 71st Street when the 
plane apparently struck her 
house. Neither she nor her two 
small daughters were injured. 

"I was in the basement and 
I heard the plane going over," 
she said. "I just knew it was 
in trouble. It was much too 
loud. Then all of a sudden the 
whole house shook and the 
electricity went. When I came 
up I looked across the street 
and just saw black smoke." 

The shattered aircraft was 
jammed down over several of 
the smashed houses, its tower-
ing tail section resting on the 
sidewalk. The pilot's cabin was 
split in half, lengthwise. 

An hour after the crash, oily 
black smoke still hung over the 
area as firemen searched for 
bodies in the debris. 

The street beside the tail 
section was clogged with plane 
wreckage and debris from the 
damaged houses. Sections of 
plaster walls were tossed into 
front yards, A rain gutter was 
twisted like tinsel. A Christmas 
tree was lying nearby, and 
beside was a smashed, partly 
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it neared Midway Airport. 

burned Santa Claus. 
Helen Pristage of 3711 West 

70th Place was in her kitchen 
baking holiday cookies when 
she heard the crash. 

"I grabbed my coat and ran 
outside," she recalled. "I saw 
Cindy Sladewski, my neighbor, 
crawl out on her knees from 
under the plane. She was kneel-
ing on the grass. She was alive, 
though I don't know how she 
could have got out." 

The survivors of the crash 
were taken to Holy Cross Hos-
pital. A spokesman there said 
several were gravely injured, 
with pelvis, back and leg frac-
tures. But others suffered only 
lacerations. 

Federal Aviation Administra-
tion officials were on the scene 
within minutes after the crash, 
which occurred about 2:27 P.M. 

The F.A.A. control tower in 
Aurora, Ill., said that its trans-
missions indicated that there 
were no "irregularities" re-
ported in the plane's approach 
to Midway. 

Witnesses who saw the plane 
just before it struck said it ap- 
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presumed dead in crash. 

peared to wobble as it neared 
the ground. 

Classes at the Queen of the 
Universe School near the crash 
scene had finished shortly be-
fore the crash occurred and 
many pupils were on the near-
by streets at the time. 

John Kosar, 13 years old, of 
7323 W. 70th Street, said he 
was standing on a small hill 
nearby when he saw the plane 
coming in about 500 feet off the 
ground. 

"I didn't see any flames on 
the plane, but the nose was up 
and the tail down," he said. "It 
looked like it was out of con-
trol and I thought it was going 
to land in Marquette Park." 

Marvin Anderson, who sur- 
vived the crash with only minor 
injuries, said that the last 
time the pilot spoke to the 
passengers was to say they 
were at 4,000 feet and "every-
thing is going well." 

"I was sitting on the left  

side of the plane alone, near 
the wing and two rows from 
an emergency .  exit," he said. 
"Just a few seconds after the 
pilot's announcement I knew 
something was wrong because 
he started to rev the engines. 
The plane was only about one-
third full, and when I heard 
the engines revving I thought, 
he's in trouble and I'm in 
trouble, but I didn't have time 
to think of much else." 
• "The next thing I knew I was 
in total darkness," Mr. Ander-
son recalled. "But I heard peo-
ple moving around. I remem-
bered where the emergency 
exit was. Another man and I 
jerked the door open. But just 
then a wave of flames swept 
over the wing and I thought I 
was gone for sure. We slammed 
that door. 

"Then I saw daylight at the 
rear of the plane. A stewardess 
was shouting to get out that 
way. I got back and only had 
to jump over an open base-
ment beneath the plane and I 
was out. I saw three or four 
other passengers there and 
then the police had men in an 
ambulance." 

Mr. Anderson said he had 
flown back to Chicago today 
so he could attend an engage-
ment party tonight for his son 
Doug, one of his three children. 

"I'm still going—and I'm just 
grateful I can," he said. 

Traffic at MidwayAirport, 
once the world's busiest, has 
dwindled to a fraction of its 
peak volume. 
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