
_CIA claims 

labeled false. 

by instruct tor 
By DAN WATSON 

A local Russian language instructor, 
tied to the probe of the assassination of © 
President John F. Kennedy, and local 

intelligence sources have labeled 

claims by a Soviet newspaper that the 
instructor is a Central Intelligence Ag: 
ency spy as-“ridiculous.” 

A Soviet newspaper, ' Nedelya, 
‘claimed Saturday Southern Methodist. 
University instructor Ilya Mamantov 
attempted to obtain “far from harm- 
less” information while working in. 
‘Russia™ with. American and. Russian 
space scientists. 

The newspaper’s full-page article : 
noted, “There is no doubt about 

Mamantov’ s association with the CIA.” 

The article also alleged Mamantov, - 
63, had worked with the White Guard, 

the anti-Communist government. over- 
thrown there in 1917. 

. “Twas only years old then,” Maman: 
tov said. ~ 

“The whole thing is ridiculous. It’s 
stupid,” from said during a telephone — 
interview his Richardson home Satur- 
day night. “I was never a CIA (agent).I y . - 

don’t know whoi is CIA, and tm not now 
a CIA.” , 

Mamantov said he was hired by the 
US. Department of State as an inter- 
preter in the joint Soviet-American 
Space program and visited the Soviet 
Union three times in 1975. He was. 

present in Moscow's control center act- © 
ing as an interpreter when the Soviet 
‘and American astronauts met in Space 
in July, 1975. 

Ha has also taken SMU study groups 
to Russia 11 times, returning from the 
last trip June 20. . 

A consulting geologist, Mamantov . 
was scheduled to return to the Soviet 

Union in October to assist in an oil ex- 
hibition. 

Mamantov said someone, presum- ! 
‘ably a KGB (Russian counterpart to the 

Organization, with the climate ‘that’s. 

CIA) agent had followed him con- | 
Stantly and photographed him during 
his visits in January, 1976, and Janu. 
ary, 1977. 

He said he did not know why. 

“Everywhere I went, I was followed 

‘and photographed by a woman,” 
Mamantov said. ; 

“I don’t know anything about com- 
puters. I’ve never had high math, and 
Pm way behind in modern technol- 

. ogy.” 
A local source familiar with counter -_ 

intelligence work and Mamantov said 

Saturday that accusing Mamantov of 
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working for the CIA was “ridiculMs 
and unbelievable” for several reasons. 

n eT don t think that any intelligence 

going on, is going to be utilizing educa- 
tional ventures,” the source said. 
wifhe source noted the CIA and other 
intelligence-gathering agencies had 
been under specific orders to separate 
their activities from educational insti- 
tutions since 1971. 
, Another source - familiar with 

_ general CIA procedures said Mamantov 
had never been spoken to, approached 
or even considered “for. anything of an 
operative nature by the C - 
,-Fhe source noted the possibility did 

exist Mamantov could have been quer- 
ried about “rea" ities” — general after- 
the-fact information, possibly without 
Mamantov's knowledge. . 
;Mamantov said he had never talked 
to.. anyone connected with the CIA to | 
his: knowledge. 

gzThe source added the Soviet's appar: - 
ent attempt to embarrass Mamantov 
was probably a reaction to President. 
Carter's stand on human rights — a 

stand that has sometimes inflamed 
Soviet leaders. — , 
-——The source called the Soviet news- 

paper article “a form of retaliation 
against Mamantov” because of Carter’ S 
policy.. 

“That's correct,” 

seems to be the whole thing is fabri- 
cated, and that’ s the only purpose I can 
see.” 

Although Mamantov apparently 
never met Lee Harvey Oswald, he acted 

~ BS Marina Oswald’s personal Kennedy’s © 
; death. 

On Nov. 23, 1963, Mamantov told two 
FBI agenis he believed Oswald “must 
be an underground Cmmunist agent”, 
according to Warren Commission 
documents. 
. But he retracted the statement three 

weeks later, telling FBI agents any 

Demobrenschildt, 

-Mamantov— re- 

marked about the source’s view. “It. 

statements he had made about Oswald 

were based on his own conclusions — 

partially from information Mamantov 

_ sald he had received from his mother- [- 
in-law, a friend of one of Marina Os- 
waid's ‘closest friends. 

As a member of the Dallas Russian- 
speaking community, Mamantov also 
associated infrequently with George 

who claimed he 
knew Oswald and knew of the assassi- 
nation before Kennedy was shot. — 

Demohrenschildt.was found dead at 
‘afriend’s home in Florida March 29. He 

died of an apparent self-inflicted gun-. 
shot wound as he was being sought for 
questioning by the House Assassina-. 
tions Committee. 

A former professor at ‘Bishop Col- 
lege, Demohrenschildt named 

deceased Dallas billionaire HL. Hunt 
and other conservatives in an alieged’ 
assassination plot manuscript handed |: 
to a Dutch journalist before Demoh- || 
renschildt's death. 

’ Demohrenschildt was.a mental pa- 
tient in the months before his death. 
‘Demohrenschildt had been inter- 

yiewed by Dallas-based CIA several 
times between 1957 and 1961, according 

to government-related sources. 

According to Warren Commission 
documents, after the. assassination, 
Demohrenschildt told FBI agents: he 
occasionally wrote cards and letters to 
a Dallas CIA official. . 

-A government source said Demoh- 

renschildt was known to the CLA but | 
said there was no contact with Demoh- 
renschildt during the time he knew Os- |. 
wald. 

Fhe contacts that were made with 
Demohrenschildt were deemed “inter- 
views” following Demohrenschildt's : 
trips aboard. 

The CIA and ClA-connected figures - 
play large roles In several unproved | 
assassination theories. However, the 
Warren Commission ruled Oswald 

acted alone in killing Kennedy. 


