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An FBI witness whose om kpocked down 

strong evidence of aL assassination conspiracy onl 

days before the Warren Repo wenl to press has told 

The News he was indebted to the FBI at the Um 

Ant-Castro ganrunner Loran Exgene Hall said he 

still thinks FBI agent James Hosty Jr. may have 

belped him get bis release from jail without further 

repercussions one Ga} after Dallas police atrested 

im for possession of dangerous drugs The arresi was 

Oct 17. 1963, a litde more then s month before Pres)- 

dent John F Kentiedy was assassinated 

Hall, then ving in the Los Angeles ares. sasd be 

beheves Hosty was the FB! agent who told him atter 2 

lengthy interview 1D 8 Dallas yank, “We've got nothing 

on you and, as far as we're concerned, you're free te 
go'™ 

Hosty, who monitored Lee Harvey Oswaid’s acu) 

pes in Dallas before the assassination, denies he ever 

wet Ha!! or “dealt with him” 1p ans way 

Dallas oilman Lester Logue. who was belping Hal! 

to his ann-Castro efforts al Ube timc. asserts he alone 

was responsible for Hall's release from yal the day 

ater bis arrest. 

But radio newsmen Ari Kevin of Seattle, Wash. 8 

Songume friend of Hall, said 6 “highl} placed federal 

gource was responsible for his getung out’ of jail in 

Dalias. 

HOSTY, NOW with the FBI office in Kansas City. 

Mo.. recently said the House Assassinations Commit- 

aee is “afraid” he will drop some “bombs” if called to 

wstfy pubhcly during the committee hearings in 

Washington 

He refused to be more specific, but the Hal! jail 

wncident could not be one of the bombs. he said, 

because Hosty “didn't work Cuban matters (in 1963), 

and | don! know how he would have my name " 

_ Hall was one of the casuaities when Fidel Castro 

seized power in Cuba Then 29, he was working in the 

Hote! Capri.casinc in Havana when Castro ejected 

famercan mobsters from Cuban gambling operations 

im 1959. He found himself incarcerated in the same 

prison cell with reptted Fiorids Mafia don Santo Traf- 

ficante Jr., who owned the Capri casino 

Trafficante's freedom reportedly was 8 project 

thet involved the efforts of Dallas nightclub operator 

Jack Ruby for several months of 1959. After Hall and 

Jrafficante were released from the Havana prison 

tbat year, they maintained a loose associaton 

through plots during the early 1960s to remove Castro 

from power. 
Hall was called before the House Assassinations 

Committee m public session June 7, 1977. but invoked 

the Fifth Amendment when asked whether he was in 

Datias on Nov. 22 1963, the day of the assassination 

He testified in private session later last year after he 

was given immunity from prosecution. 

HOSTY, ONE month after the assassination, Was 

one of two FBI agents who interviewed Sylvia Odio. 8 

Cuban emigre active in the ant-Castro movement 10 

Dalias 

Mrs. Odio's story, which subsequently became one 

ef the Werren Commisson’s most troublesome 

wnanswered questions about @ possible assassination 

conspiracy, seemingly was discredited by Hall on 

Sept. 16, 1964. His statement was taken by the PB! eight 

days before the Warren Report was published Sept. 24, 

1964. 
Mrs. Odic told Hosty and another FBI agent nine 

wonths eartier that Oswald, along with Two Lano 

men, showed up al her Dallas apartment in late Sep- 

tember 1963 soliciting funds to oust Castro. She said 

one of the two Latin men, who introduced Oswald as 

“Leon Oswald.” quoted him 8s saying. “Tl bet you 

Cubans could kill Kennedy for what he did to you at 

the Bay of Pigs,” according to Hosty's report. 

Mrs. Odio's stor; remained unchallenged as late 

as August 1964. 

3. Lee Renkin, the Warren Commission's chet 

counsel, finally wrote FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 

on Aug 28 asking the FBI to “determine who it was 

that Mrs. Odio saw in or about late September” 1963. 

The PBI suddenly located Hall, who allegedly said 

he was ope of the trio calling on Mrs. Odio two 

wonths before the assassination. He identified his 

companions as William Howard Seymour of Phoenix, 

Ariz, and Lawrence Howard of Rast Los Angeles, 

Cahif. . 
The FBI said that Seymour, who slightly resem- 

bied Oswald, probably was the “Leon Oswald” st Mrs. 

Odio's apartment. : 
Two days later, however, Seymour and Howard 

denied to the FBI they had visited Mrs. Odio in Sep 

tember 1963. And, two days after their denial, Hali 

renounced his story to the FBI. 

_ When the FB! showed Mrs. Odio photographs af 

Hall, Seymour and Howard, she failed to identify any 

of them. 

WITH ONLY four days until the Warren Report 

went to press, the FB] was where it started on the Odic 

story. But the Warren Commission went with the 

FBI's first statement taken from Hall — which. 

allegedly, was false. 
The commission said, “While the FBI had not yet 

completed its investigation into this matter at the 

time the report went to press, the commission bas 

concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald was not at Mrs. 

Odio's apartment in September 1963." " 
' Hosty said he still thinks Hail “probably was 

there” at Mrs. Odio's apartment. Hosty said Mrs Odio 

Sunde September 17. 197r exes 

y witness ‘owed’ FBI 
Edon'l think she knew wh > she was talking about, you 

know. ali gringas look alike 

He said “hard phvsice! evidence” amdicated 

Oswald was on bus wes b: bur from New Orleans tu 

Mexico City at the me Mrs Odie suppasedss saw him 

in Dalla: : 
Hosiy’s denis! that he knew of Hel: betore the 

assassinstion 1s challenged by the Delle: pulicemal 

who arrested Hal! three weeks after the Odio inc: 

dent 

SGT. KENNETH Heard recalled Hall “insisted” 

Heard contact Host) when be stopped Hall's cat on 

North Centra! Expressway near Mockingbird Lane 

Heard said he refused to notify the FBI and took Hali 

and his companion — the same Wilbam Seymour of 

Hall's Odie statement — to yao) after findanp some 

uneuthorized presenpvon drugs iw the glove 

com partment. 
Hal denied be asked for any PB! agent He con 

tended the FBI, plus the CL4 and Army intelligence 

sent representatives To IT terview him about bis ants 

Castro ectivihes wher they learned he wat incar- 

cerated The FB! revealec 1 had pre-assassinstion 

knowledge of Hall's arrest in 4 report responding, ti: 

the Warren: Commission's request to find the visitor: 

to Mrs. Od:o's apartment . 

Wallace Heitman. Dalias FBI agent m charge of 

Cuban affairs a1 the timc, recently said. “] know the 

mory of Hall that he was here and be was atrestedc 

And I don't know bow ! found out ” - 

Heitman, how e Dailas lawyer, sad he has “ne 

recoliection of interviewing” Hall in jal “I am noi 

going to say categorically I didn't. but] don't believe } 

did" ‘ 

Hall's sttorney, Bryson Mills, said Hall “doesn’l 

recognize that name (Heiman) at all Hosty is the 

name that he says be thinks was the FB] ageut's name 

Or, at least, the name that was given te him. 

“He says he probabl} could identify him {the FBI 

agent) by @ picture better than he could by recalling 

“gerock me as being a typical tropical, kind of flighty. 

i 
1 

bis name” Malis said “Bui be thinks thar (Host) | wae ; 

the name piven tc hin, And, be says, prior to the time { 

te FBI agent wiked to him. be never asked for hin... 

never heard of Bim never met him The guy just came : 

down to tik to bim | 

“Aud Loran advises that he does remember for | 

sure thut when the FBI agent wiked 10 bim he told | 

Lora: ‘We've got nothing on you and a#¢ far as we're 

concerned vou Te fret 10 go." Se in that regard. Loran , 

says the FB) agent may have bad something to do: 

WLLL bis release ~ \ 

INVESTIGATORS for the House Assassinetions | 

Committes have questioned Hall, Hosty anc Heard | 

but net about Hosts alleged involvement with Hav 

Hosty and Mrs Odio, however. are expectec to be’ 

ealied to testy publicly by the commiter within the : 

next two weeks 
| 

t “The very faci tha! thes didnt quesnon tne about 

a1 (in private session Aug 25: mus: Meat thai thes | 

don’t bave any faith 1 i,” Bosty said i 

“| just kind of question these people who come for | 

ward after #5 years, trying to get mio the act ~ Hoss } 

said. “l certamly would heve thought with af! of the i 

furor J wat having with the police deparimen! back in | 

1962, he (Heard: wouid keve brought that out — the | 

‘wouldn't bave sai on thal. Because they were trying 

nasil me to the cross back 1p 1965." 

(Hours after the assassinstioi Dalle ponce: 

detective Jack Revill sent s memr to then-Pohice Chie! | 

Jesse Curry quoting Hosty as telling Revill the FHI , 

knew Oswald wes “capabic" of killing Kennedy before 

he did. Curry publicity repested Hosty's remarks, 58)- 

ing the FB] knew -- but didn't inform Dallas police — 

that Oswald was working ip # building on the presi-; 

gentia! motorcade route. In the controvers} that: 

ensued FBI Director Hoover denied Hosty taade the 

comments but later suspended bim without pay 3 

days and transferred bim w the Kansas City FBI 

office.) 


