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: 
Two 

days 
before 

they 
said 

other: 
wise, 

the 
staff 

of 
the 

House 
Assassina- 

tions 
Committee 

had 
evidence 

no 
police 

motorcycle 
was 

in 
a 

position 
to 

record 
the 

sound 
of 

a 
fourth 

shot 
fired 

at 
President 

John 
F. 

Kennedy, 
The 

' 
News bas 

learned. 
-t 

On 
Dec. 

26, 
three 

days 
before 

acous- 
tics 

experts 
testified 

that 
an 

o
p
e
n
 - 

microphone 
on 

a 
Dallas 

police 
motor- 

cycle 
200 

feet 
behind 

the 
presidential 

limousine 
recorded 

the 
sound 

of 
a shot 

from 
the 

grassy 
knoll, 

former 
commit- 

tee 
staff 

consultant 
Richard 

Sprague 
was 

asked 
to 

help 
identify 

the 
vehicle. 

The 
request 

was 
made 

by 
committee 

deputy 
chief 

counsel 
Gary 

Cornwell, 
who 

could 
not 

be 
reached 

for 
comment 

fturday. 
i 

‘! 
Sprague 

said 
he 

e
x
a
m
i
n
e
d
 

m
o
v
i
e
 

filma 
of 

two 
p
e
w
s
m
e
n
 

riding 
in 

the 

* 

car 
and 

found 
no 

m
o
t
o
r
c
y
c
l
e
 

on 
E
l
m
 

ing 
your 

motorcycle, 
I 
found 

two 
films 

. 
Street 

except 
thage 

four 
riding 

close 
by 

" 
the 

side 
of 

of 
the 

Jimoysine 
on 

Nov. 
22, 

$
9
6
3
,
 

f
o
n
 

n
e
)
 

” 

’ 
The 

films 
were. 

taken 
by 

NBC 
cam-. 

eraman 
David 

Weigman, 
who 

was 
rid- 

ing 
at 

least 
220 

feet 
behind 

the 
presi- 

© 
dent 

at 
the 

time 
of 

the 
grassy 

knoll 
shot, 

and 
by 

W
F
A
A
-
T
V
 
c
a
m
e
r
a
m
a
n
 
Mal- 

"FBI 
not convinced of conspiracy, 

" 
Page 

14A. 

colm 
0. 

Couch, 
who 

was 
trailing 

two 
cars 

behind 
W
e
i
g
m
a
n
 

and 
about 

250 
_ feet 

from 
the 

president's 
car, 

according 
to 

Sprague. 
Other 

photos 
show 

tho 
first 

° 
of 

four 
police 

motorcyclea 
nearest 

the 
200-foot 

acoustical 
range 

was 
behind 

* 
Couch's 

car 
at 

the 
time. 

Sprague 
said 

he 
talked 

to 
Cornwell 

two 
days 

before 
the 

acoustics 
evidence 

hearing 
in 

Washington 
and 

told 
him, 

. 
p 

. 
weep 

o
t
 

’ 
% 

. 
cree 

e
r
r
 

“i 
a
 

rs 

astating 
because 

if the 
committee 

staff 
- 

Fsented 
evidence 

showing 
there 

was 
40 - 

‘motorcycle 
where 

these 
guys” 

(acous- 
tices 

experts) 
said 

the 
m
o
t
o
r
c
y
c
l
e
 

wes 

’ supposed 
to 

have 
b
e
e
n
,
 it would 

haye 
| 

implied 
that 

their 
origingl 

agsumplion’ 
: 

#obout 
the 

éthfloor 
window 

- 
aa 

the 
- 

i gource 
of three 

shots 
~- Was 

incorrect." 
wiAnd 

they 
didn’t 

want.to 
do 

that. 
use 

they 
had 

tied 
everything 

down 

to the 
6th-floor 

window, 
except 

the 
ong 

ot 
from 

the 
knoll. 

So 
J: believe 

that 

nwell 
and 

Blakey 
in 

those 
two 

days, 

iknowing 
there 

was 
no 

motorcycle 
|there 

... 
decided 

the 
only 

thing 
they 

Rot fipd any films or photas show: 

Continued from Page 1A." 
””” 

" ” would be raised about the reliability. of 
[poner 

car from 
which 

Couch 
filmed; 

© 
: 

y 
Sprague's 

finding, 
however, 

is 
dev- 

; 
Showing 

that 
it 

wasn't 
there.” 

Slides 
' 
Sprague 

made 
of 

frames 
of 

the 
film 

‘ 
proving 

his 
finding 

were 
picked 

up 

ater that day for viewing by the Saf, 
in 

Washington. 
© 

. 
A 

Staff 
m
e
m
b
e
r
 

the 
n
e
x
t
 

day 
told 

Spragne 
his 

sijdes 
didn't:“prove 

any- 
thing 

one 
way 

or 
angther,' 

Sprague 
p
i
d
.
 

- 
: 

f
o
r
e
:
 

supposedly 
trailing 

the 
presidential 

limousine 
by 

about 
120 

feet 
as 

the 
cycle 

turned 
onto 

Hoyston 
at 

Main. 
The 

motorcycle 
a 

few 
seconds 

later 
fell 

a 
gansiderable 

distance 
farther 

behind 
' 
the 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

car 
on 

Houston, 
h
o
w
e
v
e
r
,
 

when 
the 

Couch 
car 

glowed 
down 

to 
permit 

photographers 
-to 

get 
out 

and 
take 

some 
film 

of the 
motorcade 

in 
Dea- 

ley 
Plaza, 

Sprague 
said. 

t
e
 

bt 

ote. 
w
a
s
 

_the 
acoustics 

a 
He 

the 
motdrcycle 

“were 
disappointing.” 

: 

“had 
been 

honest 
about 

it 
and 

pre-. 
The 

committee 
eventually 

found 
film. 

ia 
goverage 

of 
a 
motorcycle 

at 
“thé 

place 
| 

_that.the 
acoustics 

project 
suggested 

it 

would 
be," 

he 
said, 

bur 
it showed ; 

McLain 
‘riding 

on 
Houston} abt 

Mm. 

+ 

- 
w
h
o
o
d
y
 

ie 

The 
staff 

opted 
to 

rely 
on 

a 
film 

. 
taken 

earlier, 
showing 

@ 
motorcycle: ” 

ties o
n
l
y
 

a month 
ago. 

* 
The 

amateur. 
photographer's 

film 

id the 
“first 
e
f
f
o
r
t
s
”
 

at finding 
.. 

car 
at 

the 
time 

of 
the 

shots, 
but 

this 
was 

inflated 
Dec.29 

to 200 
feet. 

Meanwhile, 
an 

aide 
to 

‘committee 
chief 

coynset 
G. 

Robert 
Blakey 

had 
tel- 

ephoned 
4 Dallas 

resident 
on 

Dec. 
28, 

one 
day, 

before 
the 

hearing, 
and 

inquired. 
about 

the 
sighting 

of 
any 

. 
M
o
t
o
r
c
y
c
l
e
s
 

in 
film 

ha 
had 

taken 
sec- 

onds 
after 

the 
shooting. 

The 
176 

frames 
of 

8
m
m
 

were 
shot 

on 
the 

other 
side 

of 
the 

triple 
underpaas 

just 
west 

of 
Dealey 

' 
a 

. 
, 

shows 
a 
motorcycle 

trailing 
the 

presi- 
dential 

limousine 
by 

about 
100 

feet just 
ag 

the 
car emerges 

from 
the 

underpass 
‘ shortly 

afer 
the 

shooting. 
9°. 

- 
! 

The 
pyotopcygle, 

however, 
appar- 

ently 
w
a
s
'
o
n
e
 of 

the 
four 

flanking 
the 

president's 
vehicle 

when 
‘the 

shots 
The 

preliminary 
acoustical 

anglysis~--were 
fired 

sqconds 
earlier. 

‘It would 
last September placed the open micro: pave beep topicloae —'at 10 fest of Ipay 

phone 
120 

feet 
behind 

the 
president's 

H
e
 

ee 
A, 

Plaza 
and, 

were 
discovered 

by 
authori: 

JFK 
panel 

staff 
knew m

o
t
o
r
c
y
¢
l
e
 

wasn’t 
there | i 

‘— 
to 

have 
been 

the.source 
of 

the 
open 

microphone 
thut 

recorded 
the 

sound 
of | 

the 
shots, 

according 
ta 

the 
acoustics 

firm 
of 

Bolt, 
Beranek 

and, 
N
e
w
m
a
n
 

of 
; 

Cambridge, 
Maas. 

1. 
fy 

4 
H.B. 

McLain, 
the 

Dallas 
policeman ; 

w
h
o
m
 

the 
committee 

staff 
identified } 

only 
days 

before 
the 

Dec. 
29 

hearing 
as 

having 
the 

open 
microphone 

on 
hig: 

motorcycle, 
subsequently 

has 
denied 

it, 
McLain 

said 
he, 

remembered 
having’ 

his 
siren 

wide 
open 

as 
he 

sped 
f
r
o
m
 ; 

Dealey 
Plaza 

to 
Parkland 

Memorial 
Hospital 

after 
the 

shooting, 
but 

the 
5. ; 

m
i
n
u
t
e
 

tape 
recording 

over 
the 

police 
tadio 

during 
that 

time 
doesn’t 

reflect | 
such 

a noise, 
r
e
 

‘4 
“McLain's 

denial, 
‘if 

proven 
true, 

- 
would 

nat 
necessarily 

destroy 
the 

acoustical 
evidence 

of 
four 

shotg 
1 

because 
three 

other 
motorcycles 

were 
©. 

grouped 
around 

him 
behind 

the 
third 

* 

See EVIDENCE 00 Page 104, 

ey 
dy 

swald “windew, 
f
a
 

B
e
e
 

ds 

‘the 
target 

than 
the. 

and” 
from 

the 
gid 

“Daltex 
building 

‘neroce the inset onat from the- Ory 
. 

a
e
 

ais 
‘ 

window. 
P
T
R
 
a
 

AR 
‘The 

gcauatics 
‘experts 

said: 
they: 

heard 
15 

nojse 
blips 

on 
the 

$-minute 
“tape. 

recording 
made 

‘at. 
the 

Dallas 
lige 

station 
and 

elimin 
‘ 

a
4
 

2
 

A
w
 

- 
Fe 

-
 

e
i
 

i
b
)
 

u
 

8 
0 

p
e
.
"
 

“several 
car 

lengths” 
b
e
h
i
n
g
 

the Praga: 
§ rete 

my 
la 

gupspotes.. 
g
e
e
t
 

dential 
Umousingy 

2 
7%" 

ae 
Se, 

get 
‘They 

determined 
that 

“faur 
-were 

y
e
h
»
 

O
a
 yt 

on ete, 
G
a
.
 

FE 
CAE 

piehly 
prebeble 

as-shots 
‘
t
h
r
e
e
 

from 
"Sprague 

said he 
asked 

the 
acoustics 

‘experts 
what 

would” 
result 

if 
“the 

sources 
of 

the.shots 
were 

c
h
a
n
g
e
d
.
 He 

- 
"said 

they 
tald 

him 
“it 

would 
change 

everything. 
We 

would. 
have 

to 
start 

all 
over 

and 
find 

wherg 
th¢ 

motorcycle 
w
e
s
,
”
 

T
a
 
a
,
 

could do with the time Jeft was tofudge 
. 

The 
former 

commiftee. 
congultant 

t, 
in 

order 
not 

to 
destroy 

their 
single- 

, bullet 
thesis 

and 
all 

the 
other 

stuff 

athey 
had 

established.”.- 
y 

- 
n 

Blakey 
acknowledged 

(uring 
the 

EDec. 
29 

hearing 
that 

acoustics 
experts 

“had 
predicted 

that 
the 

motorcycle 
“with 

the 
stuck 

microphone 
was 

located 
_ 

{jp 
an 

area 
where 

neither 
they 

nor 
the. 

c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 

had 
seen 

a 
motorcycle. 

If 
it 

gould 
be 

proved 
that 

no 
motorcycle 

was 
in 

the 
predicted 

location at 
the 

1 
of.the 

shots, 
seriops 

doubts: 

noted 
that 

during 
the 

reenactment 
in 

Dealey 
Plaza 

.:last 
summer, 

sharpshooters 
fired 

from 
only: 

two 

points 
— 

from 
the 

éth-flo 
window 

in 

the 
southeast 

corner 
‘of 

the 
‘Texag 

School 
Book 

Depository 
building 

and 

"from 
behind 

the 
wooden 

fence 
atop 

the 
_ 

grassy 
kng}i 

in 
Deeley 

Plaza, 
" 

Sprague 
also 

suggested 
test 

firing 
from 

other 
passible 

sniper's 
positiong 

, auch 
as 

the 
southwest 

corner 
of 

the. 

* book 
deposiiggy, 

‘Sprague 

-eloaer: to 
. .. 
the 

6th-floor 
depository 

wingow 
and 

ene 
from 

the 
fesce 

behind 
the 

grassy 
knoil. 

However, 
they 

didn't 
adddress 

the 
possibility 

that 
the 

five 
other 

shots 

may 
have 

come 
from 

other 
sources 

- 
because 

they 
hadn't 

fest 
fired 

(rom 
other 

locations. 
SNe. 

said 
he 

believes 
someone 

recorded 
the 

sound 
of at least 

four 
rifle 

shots 
in 

Dealey 
Plaza, 

but 
he 

questions 
whether 

only 
four 

were 
fired 

and 
from 

| 

only two 
Ipcations. 

— 
a
n
 

2" 
can 

gee 
how 

other 
sounds 

may.be 
simulated 

by 
something 

else, 
but 

there's 
no 

way 
you 

are 
going 

to sipu- 
«: 

late 
those 

spikes 
(noise 

impulses) 
an 

those 
tapes 

that 
were 

created 
by 

the 

sonic 
boom 

of 
a 

rifle 
bullet 

— 
unless 

somebody 
wag 

firing 
a 

rifle 
over 

pa 
S
t
e
m
m
o
n
s
.
”
 

ss 
fais 

- 
1t 

a
a
h
 

re 
is 

‘ 
og: 

tae. 
ae 
a
e
 

a
e


