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The news of progress on your book is very encouraging. Perhsps, as you say, the 
unparalleled indignity which Random House committed will turn out to be a blessing in 
disguise. I know that you wild get a publisher-—-only the name of the house ani the 
exact timing are in doubt, go far as I am coneerned——and I hope that Random House will 
commit collective hara~kari when they realize the full extent of their own stupidity. 

The last few weeks have been exceptionally quiet and uneventful. One very gratifying 
development, however, is that a very sensitive, prolenged, txianguler problem (between 
Arnoni, Ockena, and myself—each with the other two) has been overcome. I won't even try 
to give a blow by blow account: suffice it to say that it comerned a jacket quote from 
Arnond to be used on the back of the book. The problem was resolved when Ockene suddenly 
realized that he had completely misjudged arnomil, on the one occagion when they met each 
other (and som 18 other strangers) here at my place. I had to put a gun in Ockene's back, 
figuratively, to get him to request a quotes only to have Arnoni, who is very perceptive 
decline (with utmost friendliness and every effort not to cause me grief), on the (valia} 
ground that Ockene didn't really wart the quote. in the end, he did send it-—-Ockene was 
delighted, and ashamed of his unfounded assumptions about Arnoni, and wweetness and light 
prevail. 

Mark Lane, however, has still not sent his comments or even a reply to Ockene's letter 
of reminder of almost two weeks ago. I am not really surprised; and I am not oven 
disappointed. I have always had mixed feelings about having Lane's name on the jacket, 
but he himself had taken the initiative in offering to provide a quote--which I truly 
appreciated and considered generous and thoughtful, mixed feelings notwithstamiing. 
Recently I have acquired new reasons for hoping that his name will not be on the jacket, 
especially if by delay or default on his part it becomes impossible. I will have to 
wait until we meet again to explain the "new reasona;" suffice it to say that I recently 
encountered someons who was part of his inner circle for a long time, and whose experience 
with him was dismaying on some levels, and utterly horrifying on othera (connaissez-vous 
KraffteEbbing?) » 
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