i 5 December 1966 (10 pm)

Just resd yowr beautiful letter of Saturdasy. As I think I mentioned when wo
spoke that day, I too have lost every friend I had before 11/22/63--not because
of the case as such, but for collateral reasons. Even in the case of Isabel, I
supose I mdght have been more tactful with her had it not been for my irpatience
at being taken away from what was wrgent for what was merely personal and unreasonables
and she mipght have been more forgiving, had she not resented oy pubting the case
above Lex and her viclent caxryings-on about Iex, He, incidentally, has regressed
very quickly to rather persistent depression; he does still po tc work bub he is
slipping back with frightering speed. Then he called me after 2 lons silence (that
is how I learned of Isabel's removel to Washington) he said that he spends His time
wondering why he is living. How I wanted to light a fire under him—am could use his
fantastically good brain--but he is not well, and this case requires iron stamina.

S0, like you, my friendships are Yimited to a fow other researchors--you, gbove
-everyons else, for there are 50 many parallels in our thinking and experience {even
to the loss of all pre-11/22/63 friends) that I still wender how it is that you were
not a scieme~fiction buffl And Vince, Arnoni, Sauvage...perhaps an cteetera or two
~~Hay Marcus, of course. Although we commnicate somewhat infrequently.

I have very little comment on your foreeful impassioned besutiful rebubbal to
Veaver-—just one typographical error (on page 9, "{sick)? should be #(sic)® amd
what a beautiful Preudian slip 1% was) and one factusl comment, I thivlk that the
¥R does mention Wads's nisidéntification of the »ifle, alleped misidentification,
I should say--yes, page 235, paragraph 1, You misht just wish to add that when
Weitaman was deposed; he was not shown the Carcano rifie and asked to state if 4t
was the same as the weapon he found: he was not even shown a photograph of the
Carcanol He was shown only some photos of the cartons with a bit of the rifle
protruding. Therefore, while the Commission gives 'eitznan the sole blame for
the "error® they did not cven bother t0 see the man for themselves {Soone they
did see}, nor to show hin the actusl rifle, nor even a photo for identification
purposes. That is fact-finding???

Apart from these two minor corrections, I would no: dmnge a word of it--it is
splendid and will compel the vespect of anyome who hasn'% locked his wmind ond thrown
awsy the key.

Haggie;, I think this should be submitbed to Arnomd, bub I think it would be better
for you to send it Lo him directly, with a covering note. I have seut Ray's work
twlce, the second time only two days ago; and I don't want to visk an untoward
reaction. You and Ray amd I know that I would be acting only as a post-office
but it just might be imberpreted as pressure to publish materisl on the case
selccted or in sume way sponsored by me. Remenmbering the recent aponizing
W,Imw&%gwﬁtepmewimhwmem.

The letter to tie campus editors is irreproachsble. I am so very FLad that
you are sending Vinee's article-so few people read Iiberation, and this neods ;
circulstion, deserves it., TYou are wonderful to do it, I did write to lowsweek's
editor, but my now steel two-drawer file unit with shelves eto, has finally arrived
and in the transfer of material from the fiberboard files I lost all track of where
particular letters and papers are-I expect I will re-learm in s few woecks——s2o T
can't put my hands on a copy to send you, But I can at least enslose o copy of my
latest tally of recruits and semi-recruits to the cause. liaggie, I have not been
able to find FACT; cven my niece has made 2 trips Jooking for i, If it is mo
trouble, do send it, please. If I have found one mearmwidile, T will send it on
to Joesten, whe asked me to keep him in mind for stories, ¢lippings, etc.



2,

Now, aboub the possibility of a visit to Ios Angoles: Yes, it mey well work
outs I am waiting to receive an ikinerary from the Ln of Victoria (and ticketa);
8180, to make some firm arrangemonts for the care of the cate I will phone later
on and discuss exact dates; but it would be sometime around Jamary 13th or 1hith,
Last night Arnoni told me that he is 4o be in LsA. at that very time, to do a iort
Sahl appearance anxd keep various other engagements arranged for him by the LeA.
friends of Ti0, on T, live audiences, etc. He will go also to San Francisco and
is urging me at least to'see the city; and I will try to con iim into going with ne
to Dallas for a few days. Ay chance of your being able to came Lo Lallas with me,
or with Arnom ond me?

I should like very mmuch to stay with you, Laggie; we could never have enough
time topether, and being under the samc roof would lose tho least of the availsble
hours, so I gratefuily accept your igvitation, and I will uake every cffort to
come after Victoris.

About U Thants I an still uneasy and unbappy; bub my boss told me privately
today some of the belind-the-scenes informaticn, and it seems that o did mot
merely give in or glve upshic was cbsolutely wicompranising in the Secority Couneil
and did get everything be wanbed thot the Councll and the Assembly could gzive., The
paramount thing, and I consbently see hig personal anguish avout it, is mot in their
power to give or withhold; and heaven ouly knowrs tiat France, the Soviet Union, and
all the Afro-Asians on the Council fool exactly as U Thanb does. I an cacouraged
that s fivst act after what appeared 1o be a debacle has been to expose the dirty
liee of our peace-lovers in Vasidngbon. And e dig Cgy on friday thet he would
hamer snd hamoer at this genoeidal war with every breath. I hope + & being
objective and not emotional, but I will admit that I have adnired U Thant with
every cell in uy braim as long as ke iac been in his oifice, and I an incapable
of conceiving that be could commit & base och of ary degree, I Imow that I mast
never proceed on the Lasis of "faith" (they have nanaged to make that = dirty word
too) in anyone, including uyselfs but I do have 2 certainty thet will not retreat
of this mants purity and great Z00Gness, Ab the worst, e has made o wistaice of
Judgment and a surrender to encrmous Pressures exoricd while he was neer utter
exhisustion, I sitply cenoot make mysel? believe azything worse then that hos

»*

Returning to the Arnomi question bridfly-tiy ot send o covering note with your
rebuttal-to-Teaver indicating that T have menblored thot ke will be in LsA. and
that perhaps we will a1l be able to opend a little time togobher? I think he would
be immensely pleased. He, even nore tlsn you and I, necds the priceless balm of
reassurance that the Dichuerns hove not taken over completely and that there are
atill some undefiled and beautiful souls, vhosc very existonee justifics His
inealeulable labor and conrage.

A1l my love roes out to you, laggie, fran the bottom of my heart, for youp
friendship and preat kindmess have became one of the most imporbant clemente
in my life, ‘
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