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. The world is generally aware
‘that some day last “year James.
Egrl ;\ay, ‘elias~Itcmon Georga
Sneyd, the accuscd slayer of DF,)
Liartin Luther King, was arrest-

ed at London Airport and there-
after cxirzdiled o Tcerdessca

2ss

whero he bag jusc
od to $0 years, Very fcw, how-
5 the Besl slery cf that
; and yet it Is-opg e Ln
citreosdinory epicsdes i
\.

1e conals of erimingl detee-

bcen centenc-

ign, aiztiongl or olacrwise,;

o T it 1351':;7 aad controdic-
-4 -cnorts put out by the press
ot ;‘h f.l.ue I "'Clj & "'.‘"'\j AW G0
fuse the public, which wus not in
any cose iu\.Cl‘LbLGﬂ in separat-

ing factirom fiction, Butastound-

ing iough it may seem, of the

‘two principal ver s'urs of the
‘.-'cwry to get into print, neither

vias fiction, and both -were in
" essence factual, . ‘
- The facts are these: on May
28, 1063, acertain RomonGeorge
Sneyd checked in.at the New
Earl’s Court Hotel in London and
‘checked out again June 5, He
called a cab to tske him to the

air terminal and then flew to
I.isbon, On the same day anoth-
er character calling himself Ra-
mon Sun«yd checked in at the Pax
Hotel in London and checked out
again 2t 9 a,m, on June 8, Mean-
while the first Sneyd, (whom we
shall refer te as Sneyd I from
here on) flew back from Lisbon
end arrived at London Airport at
6:30 a.m, on June 8, - ]

Trae of the posscagers on that
,dt teld me of a curious incl-
nad occurred just be-
L ot fiEst, S hoams
rzd Teen ‘.nro‘"‘(tj and
wortly fterwards o SPECIAL
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cd, the dclay turning out
7 eeaty mintles,

6 pEsscngers higd coken
qours TIere
2% ‘Girlziel
fl the ais

ey mom,

|

)
(\;ar'! t

f". "4
£
1 e

\

i

(7(

i

Fay

ar

Y e d N Y
J-«._..u g8sly w

u2 .;.}\ H e siew-

H(,_,.',_,L:J on

2858
2 oS the voply.
“eu nave rocm {or one
,,i the officinl, indicat-

man with Lim, Since sub-

ing the
scqueat acscounts ail said that
w.cre pinety sizxpassengers

cn thac plane, it is elear that the
‘.u“;/\'xal *)as enger was not on
the pascenger list,

On arrival in London the pas-
sengers filed into the airport
building zlong a raiced calwalk,
As lhey did so, they were scru-
tinized by {wo scnlor officers
from the Flying Squad at Scot-
iand Yard, Superintendent Putler
and Inspestor Thompson, both in
plain clotlies, Sud (mmythe step-
ped Iurward end cccosted a man,
asking himn lo step aside, A few
minuies jater hewas hastily taken
in a.Flyitg Sauad cir to Canbon
Rowr police statwn incentral Lon-

‘don, Thoe arrest must have taken
:X,‘Iat‘e it alinoust exactly 6:15 a,m,

i *"hn 1A Tlr'ps Tzt Sunday contzined |

ha‘fied ; €

: oxactly five

Almost three hours later, the

second Sneyd (Sneyd I from now

on) left his hotel and made for

London Airport, At 11:15 am,
he passed through immigration

and ~presented his passport, ail

unaware that a man who bore the
same identity as himself had
been arrested at the airport just
hours previously,

One look at the name inhispass-
port was enoughfor the ilnmigra-
tion official who iminediately cal-
led in Scotland Yard’s Special

% Branch which has an office atthe

airport, Detective Sergeant Phil-
ip Birch arrived and . obviously
had no-alternative buttoplace the
man under arrest, Hewa
ed with - carrying a forged pass-
port and a loaded revoiver, °
The {irst news of the arrest
came from [FBI Leadquarters in
Washington, which announced ia-
ter that day that James Earl Ray
had been apprehended at London
Airport at 11:15 a.m, London
time, 6:15 EDT after having flown
in from Lisbon, This was con-
firmed 35 minutes later by Scot-
land Yard who put out the {ollow-
ing statement which curiously
omitted any reference to James
Earl Ray, : )

Raymond George Sneyd born

8/10/32 Toronto, Canada, no

fixed abode and no occupation

was arrested at 11:15 a.m,

on 8/6/68 at I.ondon Airport
and later charged at Cannon

Row with posscssing aforged

passport and sessing a -

fircarm,., Superintcandent

Builer and Inspector Thomp-

son gre in <l':rgo of the in-

Guiry, The arrestwasthere-

sult of liaisocn with the I'BI,

the Royal Canadian Mounted

Police and va Scutlm‘d

Yaerd, The man wasintran

it through Lumlgr‘mon on

‘arrival from Lisbon on his

way to anovther country,

The next day every newspaper
in Ingland and America had the
story on its front page. Althcugh
the information
sources had been brief, anumber
of newspapers were '.Lle tofiil in
the details fromn airline efficials
and other scurces, Ray had ar-
rived on flicht BEA 075 whichhad
landed at 6:10 a,m, In his pocket

pos

he had had a ticket for anonward
Tlight to DBrussels on a flight

ccheduled to leave 2t 7-00 a.m,
Hovw then, one might vwell have
askad, could hehavebeen arrest-
cd at 11.15, One or two jeurnal-
ists did make en elfort tocxplain
this strange cuomaly, but their
eifforts were singulerly uncon-
vineing, And there was also an-
other anomaly, Transit passen-
gers do not have to pass through
Immigration uuiess for some
re.w n they wish to leave the
passenger lourzo in wiiich they
wut for their cuvard iAi{;h&,

It {s doubtful, howaver, it aay-
one wouwld havc been tru n, od by
these minor probleins if it had
not been for a journalist namcd
Tan Colvin, of the DAILY TELIL-
GRAPH, who happened o stumble
across the true facts and very
nearly gavo the gamo away, Not
that Colvin ever grasped the sig-
nificance of his discovery for as
a leading writer.on a (-uxw(rva-
tive paper he would never seek o
attack the Dista lmunznwnl, Tlrat
Sunday morning, as he rcad his
newspaper, Colvin rememberced
that a certain Ramon Sneyd had
persistently called him at hisof-
fice the weck before demanding to
know how to hecome a mercen-
ary in Africa, He had done sobe-
cause of asgries of wrlicles which
had recently appearedunder Col-
vin’s by-line conceruning the

v
'Aulv

s charg-

from official-

O ;

ploits of a mercenary ocfficer
named Major Wicks, Colvin had
taken Sneyd’s address and had
promised to refer the miatter to
Major Wicks, The address given
was the New Earl’s Court,
Although Sneyd had mude sev-
~eral attempts to call Colvin, he
had actually reached him only
twice, once June 4 and once June
6, On the second occasion he in-

dicated that he had moved to the

Pax Hofel, In his story, which
appeared the next day, Colvin
wrote: ¢When we first spoke, a
Canadian or perhaps Amecerican
voice said,,.” This is very Jig
nificant because Sneyd I had
southern American accent and
Sneyd II a Canadian accent, Col-
vin never realized that the sec-
ond call had been placed by a
different person pretending to be
the same man as the first, That
this "is what happened it not
guesswork but is based on inde-
pendent evidence which space
does not allow me to go iuto
here.

Later that Sunday evening, Col-
vin, who as it heppened did not
have a leader to write that day,
strolied over to thenewsdesk and
asked how the story onSneydwas
coming along. He was told thyi
nothing could be learned fromn
Scotiand Yard, ¥Would youlikeme

to do you a story?” he asked,
«Such as?” they replicd, ¢Well I

can Go you an interview,” Cul-
vin said, He then set oif to visit
the Pax and the New Earl’s Court
hotels, At the latter he foundihat
the police had forestalled himn and
the receptionist wouldn’t talk, But
the police had been nowherenear
‘the former and the landlady was

only too ready to taik, Curiously.

encuzh, however, although she
told Colvin that Speyd hed been
therc unttl” 9 a,m, on Saturday
morning, the day before,
thus could not have flown in
from Lisbon, he made no men-
tion of this in his story and only
stated that Sneyd had been
known to have been in London
until at least the Oth of June, al-
{hovgh a careful readinz of his
story made it quite clear that ko
had been there until at least tha
7tn, (l.e, the day before his ar-
rcest),

Colvin’s story apeared on
June 10 under the headline DR,
KING SUSPECT HERE 3 WEEKS,
Apart from £ accountof the tela-
phene calls and the interview with
the landiady it contaiued two in-
teresting facts which could not
possibly have come f{ruin any-
where else than Scotland Yard,
The first was that Sneyd had been
arrested by Special Braich of-
ficers, (L,e. not by the Ulying
Sguad as virtually every paper
had stated the day before) and
the second was that he had been
in England for 21 days before
his arrest, having arrived on May
17, Where he had stayed between
May 17 and May 28 was not and
never has been made clear how-
ever,

We now come to the most as-
tonishing part of the whole epi-
sode, On that very same day,
June 10,
with a story which it treated as
a scoop, In inch high type it car-
ried the identical headline to the
Colvin story: DR, KINGSUSPECT
HIRE TiHRER WEEKS, «Contrary
to first reports that he had ar-
rived by plane at Heathrow only
hours earlier,” it said, “Yard
officers have established he had
been in London for abuuttm ce
weeks,”

The
its reader

EXPRESS also informed
s that Scotland Yard

and

the EXPRESS came out -

SIS TR 43 G g T A Ko e S e

detectives had traced four ad-
dresses where Ray had staved
in - London during those
weeks, though it ('awfuu/ avoid-
ed mumomng, any of them by
name, Thearres ;tLa(lOCLL'I'LdbC
cause Special Branch men “mnak-
ing checks at London Airport

spotted the name Sueyd typed on ! &

a passenger list for the 11:50°
a.m, flight to Brussels,”

There can b little doubt that
this story was officially inspired
because (a) the information was
attributed directly to Scotland
Yard, (b) it carried the by-line
ol the doyen of 'leet Streeterine
reporters, and (¢) it was given
banner headline treatment on the
front page, Significantly, how-
ever, the NEW YORK TILIES of
June 11 had a story which was
also featured in the ILVTERNA-
TIONAL HERALD TRIDBUNE cf
that date in which the following
appeared: “Scotland Yard oflic-
ials continue to maintainthatRay
was arrvested here on Saturday
morning fohowim, his arrival
fro:n Portugal...”

Another story in sto two m-
pers datelired London June 10,
said: «Scotland Yard declined to
confirm the regorts, published
in the DAILY TLLEGRAPH anc
the DAILY EXPRESS...a2n FEL
spokc::m:m said that cecording to
the bureaw’s irformatica, Reyar-
rived in Englond on LiIzny 7, left
the same day for Lishen andilew
back to London Satuvdav.”  ©

Despite the lack of co onfirma-
tion from Scotland Yard, how-
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ever, thenews inediaacceptedthe

new version of the story andhave
stuck to it ever since, The Tri-

Wy

r

dent jet from Lisbonand the bril- o

liant detective work of the BI

have shinply vanished. Thearrest

was the result of an €ail ports®

warning message about 2 man
travelling in Furope under the
name of Sneydthat was issucdon-
ly two days carlier, Buytler and
Thompson have now been meta~
morphcsed into Dept, Sgt, Philip
Birch,

. Thus it was that the émbarrase
sing nature of Colvin’s discle=
sures was inade harmlees, To2
‘technique was simply to elience
the siory so as {o fit the new
facts that. had bheen brought te
light, It is a technique ta which
the studentofassassinaticns rap-
idly becomes accustomed.

There is just one puzzling
feature of the story. Why did
Hoover announce the time of ar-
rest as 11:15? At the time Col-
vin had not appeared on the
scene and there was no reasca
to suppose that the second arrest
could not be hushed up,
forceda to the conclusion that Hoo-
ver failed to take in that two ar-
rests had been made, and that
when the messages
den reached him he thouelt that
the references
merely alluded to the time dif-
erence  Letween London
Washington which is exactly five
hours, By an ironical twist, it
turned out, it was this errorx,
which made it possible to render
harmless diselosures which Col-
vin was to make and to conceal
the fact of the second arrest by

lanting a story. in the DAILY
EXDPRIESS, :

It 1s a national scandal, How many more nmes
country tolerate political assassinaliena whi
covetad up? The Dimes calls for a new i'r
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Warren vomm
these davs of invis:ble
not be uusted L0 by 1mpartial m m\) ca.e Whe
inipght stunble over the traces of the CLA, the
The Man Prom UNCI E.

truth would be a nuzr-guve:mnemzi commaties
» dependent scholars, How about Chemshy, Lawight
»ell, Jim Qarrison

Donald, Mark Lane, Bertraand Russ
Jerry Rubtn, tarry Liptoy and F Mnu re Cleive
starters, - ¢

ssion should tave groven to us that
covernment, Lhe g wergment ¢
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FBE,
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