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(Comnents on a new film a Ca 

Put all the Kennedy assassination theories together and what have you 

got? &xecutive Action, 

A movie that pretends to poatray in fiction the facts behind the 

death of President Kennedy. The result is the type of artistic endeavom 

you always find when you involve a conmittee in anydhing creative —~ 

a hadge podge. 

Here, we have a murky plot involving paivade citizens (industrialists 

and oilmen) and netined government officials, that, trough their past 

associations and contacts, can somehow accomplish the following: 

l. Successfully forge Secret Semvice credientials and use them to 

food Locak police. : 

(Control the route of a presidential motoacade. 

3 (ause the (hesapeake and Potomac telephone Company circuits 

to go dead. | 

4, Creatdn plot that involves not one but thace riflemen - tue 

fining from buildings and one fining from behind a fences 
Katurally, they all escape unnoticed after killing the Paesident, 

I'm not saying these things cannot be done, I am saying that this 

faee Lance group, as outlined in this film could not possibly do 

these things, They haven't the power 

The stony includes some momential political naivete uhen it assunes 

JFK was a threat because he could, on would, change the F 1/2 oil deplea- 

tion allowance -- apparently by fiat, without involving Congress. 
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Aé another point, the plotters fear that JFK woud Leal a 

revolution to gain rights for blacks and cite this as a neason for his 

removal. One was Left to wonder how these same plotters viewed Johnson's 

subsequent assistance to the cause of civil nights. Would they now start 

plotting to kidd Johnson? 

The chronology of events presented in the movie haa a Dallas news- 

paper printing a map of the November 2rd motoacale route prion to flat 

Stevenson's Ockober 2th visit to Dallas — when, in point of fact, the 

route was printed on November / 9th -~ three days before the assassination, 

Gne wonders uho was responsible for neseanching this script and if, they 

ever had a grasp of the events, 

nenaboy delivering the moaning paper In another scene we see a Dallas 

on Noveriben 22nd. The paper is unapped with that notonious "Kennedy Wanted 

for Treason" hardbill, A few of these hand bills were indeed passed out 

in Dallas that day, however, they wens not done 0 with the co-operation 

of the Dallas thonaning News, 

How is it that Oswald got a job in the Texas School Book Depository 

on the motoncade route on Uctober | 5th - three weeks before the route was 

planned, Executive Action does not confront Lhis problem. L£ appears 

that this was just a happy coincidence that assisted the success of this 

weird plot. | 

When the fictional assassin in the TS) finially shoots the President 
he is ahoun dropping his rifle beneath the window for ready discovery. 
In fact, the rifle was discovered nowhere near the assassination window, 

Any, plot that hinges, as this one did, on two riflemen gaining. access 
to Avo buildings, minutes befone the motorcade annrives, is a plot that 

depends fon its success upon blind luck, What this plot lacks in sophisti~ 
cation id makes up for in cheap spy thatllen dialogue.
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[his story implies that Usuald was set-up as a scapegoat to dake the 

blane for an assassin firing fron his place of employment. Police, apparently, 

would rush into the building after the shooting and avest Csuntd, ubile 

the real assassin slipped auy. So far 40 good. However, in this filn 

there we see a second riflenan (the Records Building) across the way, firing 

fron a building thot apparently contained no scapegoat. What if Dallas 

potice hed sanrrouded tre second building? Yas thene a second acapegout? 

Waa there a third acanegoat on the Qraasy knoll? The acripde compounds 

these problems by missing the point Cn did they conceive a plot involving 

three Lee Hawey Cawalds hanging around Dealy Plaza that day? 

Cne scene shows an assassination tean LRU. on the desenré for 

hours, fining at a target car containing dumnies, ALL this in baoal day- 

Light, subject to discoveay by passers by who would ceatainly remember such 

a bizarre event afzten an assassination, Plots do not work this way if 

they hope to escape detection. 

lhia fictional assassination team, for some unexplained reason, was 

seconds? Ia this because an amateur film of the actual assassination taken 

by Abrakan Zapruden showed a six second assassination? Had the fictional 

assassins alreaty seen the Zapaudenr film? 

Another curious episode involves a scene in uhicr the conspirators 

aeview the bacground of a possibile scapegoat for use in Dallas. Cne member, 

obviously a CIA type, put on a slide show for the others, He screened slides 

of documents, that the filn's researchers had obtained from the records of 

the Yarren (Commission, suggesting as with the Zapruden film, that this plot 

Presidend, Uae ae 
~~
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Ad beat this suggests that the conapiratons were. as influential 

as the Warren Commission, in that, they were. able to obtain various records 

fron the State Department, CIA ard Defense Department in orden to select 

thein scapegoat. Just now a high Level plot would ga about doing thir, 

without exciting the anivsity of the White House escapes me. This plot 

is not only absurd, it features Lime jumps common to science fiction 

This scrint seems to depend fon its success on the following: 

(. Taat Ca would somehow orden a mail orden rifle ard pistol 

In the stony the plotters happily nepord that, without prompting, 

Cauald Aad just onlenred a rifle. How foatunate! 

2 That the Secret Senice would, on this occassion, drive the 

presidential Limousine at no more than 15 mph, thus enabling the 

assassins to hit their target. Suppose tne daiver had hit the 

gas at the linst sign of danger? What then? 

4, That RK would be 40 pre~oceupiod with grief that he would not 

wank to know uho killed his brother (an anyone believe this? 

4, That a dater artopsy and bullistics examination wouldn'£ discover 

a conspiracy involving three nifles fining three different 

identifiable missiles, Incredibley the movie innones the artopasy. 

5. That the government would back away fron exposing a plot of this 

nature, Why would exposure of this ilickey lhouse plot hunt the 

government? 

The single most important flaw in tris film is the attempt to explain 

motive, What did these fictional plotters hope to gain by killing GEEK? 

Did they realize who they were putting in the ‘thite Howse? (ould they 

trust Johnson to assist in thein cover-up? Why? And if 40, why was there 

no mention of the Vice-President throughout this assassination pot pouri?
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Naturally thia plot, in view of the authons Freed and Lane, would 

involve the uléra-night. Who else? Thus having established the "night" 

as the villains, it came as no surprise that at the end the three assassins 

carefully packed up thein weapons, walked out of their anipents nesta, un- 

noticed, motored out to Dallas's Love Field and boarded a Lufthansa German 

“finline flight 20 fwwpe. Gernans, Naziels...get it? 

Alas, the movie ended in a pynoxim of paranoia in athenpting to show 

that witnesses to the event have been systematically elininated (further 

assassinations) by this same plot. fhe number of people wiro were witnesses 

to the deaths of GFK, Could ana Officer Tippit, on uho were assoclated 

with the investigation of these deaths, numbered in the thousands, Why is 

it strange that 18 have died "six by qungize, thaee in motor accidents, 

two by suicide, one froma cut throak, one from a karate chop to dhe necR 

three fron heant attacks and &ue from natural causes?*® Three from heart 

attacks and two from natural causes? Since unen ane heark attacks classified 

as unnatural deaths? Why not List Lyndon Johnson, Robert Ryan and several 

hundred others uo have passed amy in the dast den years as ong aa you 

are mentioning natural causes? 

The recipe for Freed and Lanes’) Fxeactive Action, blended foa filn 

by screenuniten Dalton Trunbo, consists of the folloving ingredients: 

( tablespoon of. imagination of Hark Lane 

( deaspoon of. Professor Josiah thompson 'y neseanch 

a dash of Left-wing catachisans from Donald Freed 

2 pounds of dressed up theories by Distaict Attonney Jim Garrison 

{ cup of Ataange deaths by Penn Jokines 

a double pinch of Paofesson Poprin's theonies
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Ahaken of seasonings by nesearchen David Lifton 

aucetening of PR by Steven S. Jaffee 

Mix together and bake until crust is bron. Sewe to the gullible 

ard naive on the (0th Anniversary of John Kennedy's death for bal taste. 

One final note. Ina radio interview producer Sdward Lewis commented 

on his film — a film he bills as "fiction - based on fact." Ithen asked 

uho he thought was involved in the actual assassination, Lewis said 
Vile don't know ufo did ubat to whan" So be ik. 

ERO T. WERONB 
November 2), 1973 


