
Elementary, my dear Warren. 
Everybody. 

And here’s why . 

by Edward Jay Epstein 
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The Warren Commission was supposed to end all doubts about the 
ination of President John F. K dy. Tragically, it hasn’t. 

The distinguished: bers of the C ission never intended that 
their Report should become the basis for an amateur detective 
game. Yet this is precisely what is happening. A growing number 
of people are spending their leisure hours scouring the Commis- 
sion’s Report and:the twenty-six volumes of testimony and exhibits 
for possible clues to a conspiracy. Others, using high-powered 
magnifying glasses and infrared lights, are scrutinizing photo- 
graphs of the assassination scene, hoping to find snipers concealed 
in the shrubbery. Still others are combing the National Archives 

on the hunch that they will locate something relevant i in the three 
hundred cubic feet of d ts that the C: i d d irrel- 
evant. Since the National Archives will Provide microfilm copies of 

any lassified d it in the ination file at five cents a 
page, including F.B.I. and Secret Service investigative reports, a 
syndicate of private researchers is planning to buy all the available 
documents. Presumably they will then subdivide the 20,000 or so 
pages into areas (e.g., Ruby, Oswald, eyewitnesses, etc.), and at- 
tempt a more definitive study than the:C ission itself conducted 
Elizabeth Hardwick, a literary critic of considerable stature, is con- 
sidering joining the syndicate for another purpose, She believes-it 
might contain the American comédie humaine, 

Meanwhile, more active private investigators are tracking down 
leads in Dallas and re-interviewing star witnesses. A few are keep- 
ing the death count on those who have been even remotely connected 
with the case. And there is a burgeoning grapevine through which 
assassination news is rapidly disseminated. As soon as a new dis- 
covery is made, assassination buffs across the country are alerted 

by a telephonic chain letter. 
This phenomenon would not be particularly disturbing if the play- 

ers were merely kooks. However, most-of them are not. Assassina- 
tion buffs apparently are -serious: people—professionals; student: 
housewives, et¢.—bent on: solving: what‘they consider to be an un- 
‘solved mystery. Perhaps this is all part: of the American’ folklore 
tradition of arnateurs stepping in and solving cases that baffle the - 
police. Already amateurs have made. 
tions to:the*caséx: MrsSyh 

‘pletely indexed. the. twenty-six voluniés: of estimony,: a feat’ the: 

Commission:never had-tiine to accomplish.” Mr. and Mrs. George 
‘Nash, sociologists, found three-new witnesses to the Tippit murder 
by following'a tip given to them bya Dallas undertaker. Vincent 
Salandria, a: Philadelphia: lawyer, has charted the precise move- 
ments of the Presideiit’s head: after the bullet’s impact by superim- 
posing ‘on each other thé:individual frames ‘of ‘the film of the assas- 
sination taken by 2 bystander. Rad Paul-Hoch,a Berkeley gradu- 
ate student, has unearthed some extremely important documents in 
the National Archives, including the original: F.B.1. report on the 
autopsy. Theman who has undoubtedly done the most to propagate 

the assassination cult is Mark Lane, thirty-nine-year-old attorney 
and-sometime New York State Assemblyman. Lane began lectur- 
ing in. coffeehouses, then stumped the college circuit, and’ is cur- 
rently promoting both a book and a two-and-a-half-hour docu- 

tary film ‘on'the assassination. Above all; the:Warren Commis- 
“sion: itself ‘shares ‘at Jeast.part of the responsibility for the game. 
The: Commission was obliged to publish all’twenty-six volumes of 
data, although Commissioner Allen Dulles'saw no point in doing 

this. “Nobody reads,” he said. “Don’t beliéve people’read in this 
country. There will be few professors: who will-read the record.” 

. Making the record public, however, is The American Way. 
*: Indeed,.the number of people who have bothered to read the rec- 
ord’has been small (less than a thousand: sets ofthe twenty-six 
volumes: have been sold to date). But they have been.an inquisitive 

‘group, , often ingenious. With their help, the public! record has 

‘spawned a school of theories that has been swinmiing in the eddies 
“cof the public press, lately: with increasing dizziness. Many of the 

theories, it is true; depend on fragmeiits ‘of evidence which, al- 
rt clear enough, are palpably irrelevant (i.e, the death of 

it since the ination). But they 
are ‘ho more irrelevant than many of the Report’s own meticulous 

entries ‘(i-e., in. July of 1962 Oswald spent $3.87 for a subscription 
to'Time). Assassination ‘buffs have seized, perhaps too eagerly, on 
discrepancies-in the testimony of witnesses who were understand- . 
ably-shaken and confused. But in this they are no more at fault 

‘than’ the Commission, which appeared (Continued on page 330) :



A PRIMER OF 
ASSASSINATION 
THEORIES 
The whole spectrum of doubt, from 
the Warren commissioners te Ousman Ba 

HOW IT HAPPENED 
1. SINGLE-BULLET THEORY 
Proponents: A 4-3 majority of the War- 
ren Commission (see chart, page 208). 

And most Commission lawyers, nota- 

bly Arlen Specter, who developed the 

theory in March, 1964, and ‘Norman 

Redlich, who advocated it as the only 

alternative to a two-assassin theory. 
Thesis: The first bullet wounded both 
Kennedy and Connally. A second bul- 

let hit Kennedy in the head and killed 
him. Another bullet missed the car en- 
tirely and was never found. 

Selling Point: This is the only. theory 

that explains the assassination in terms 

of a single assassin. Why? Because films 
of the assassination show: that a maxi- 
mum of only 1.8 seconds could have 
elapsed ‘between ‘the earliest point at 

which Kennedy was first hit“and the 

latest point at which:Connally was first 
hit. Since the bolt of the murder rifle 

cannot be’ operated in Jess::than: 2.3 
Seconds, it- could not possibly’-have 

been fired twice during the time in 
which both men were hit. Either both 

men were hit by the same bullet or 
there were two. assassins, 

bolletpath “Is: 5 
Commission’s:theory that-the!first: bull 

! “through:.Kennedy.-and th 
| chibit 385). Any Slight difference 

:this:out and ‘thereby suggest'a'setond: 

Drawback No.3: The'single-bullet-the- 
ory is tenable: if-and-only if*the three 
F.B.I. reports (November 26;.Decem- 
ber 9 and January 13) are 

the December 13 F.B.I. Summary Re- 

port was published in Inquest—that the 
so-called F.B.I. Summary Report” 

(which the Commission considered::of 

“principal importance”) was “evaluated 

and.discarded” during the inquiry. Red- 
lich further said “the Commission 

study used the actual (November 26) 

reports of the F.B.I. investigative 
agents, not“just the: summary.” (How- 
ever, the actual. report, just recently 
found in‘ the:-National. Archives, cor- 
roborates -:the- Summary. Report.) 
2. Time magazine proposes thatthe 

- FB. was completely wrong on all 
reports and has: Jong since publicly 

admitted: these errors. (However, the 
F.B.1. told“The Washington Post that 
its S ry Report was as 
of when. it was. prepared, implying the 

doctors latér. may have changed their 
‘opinion. ‘The F.B.1.:declined ‘comment 
to The New. York Times in June, 1966, 
on. the. question of whether or not its 

+ Cx: 
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mission champion Flétchér Knébe), ‘the 
F.B.1. would. only admit -that it -was 

possible that their initial reports did 

not refiect a subsequent decision by the 
doctors.) 

3. The Commission's Post-Report, ré- 

ported by Fletcher Knebel, holds:that 

the*day after the autopsy, on receiving 

further information about the throat 
wound from the Dallas doctors, the 
autopsy doctors reached the conclusion 

that the bullet exited from ‘Kennedy's 

‘throat. Aside from the fact: that ‘this 

theory contradicts the version of the 
autopsy given in The Warren Report, 

it still leaves unresolved the problem 
of the bullet wound “below the 

shoulder” {reported by the F.B.L), 
that later apparently moved up to the 

- back of the neck. 
k-No. 2: Ph hs of the 

President's shirt and jacket support-the 
F.B.L report that the first bullet struck 

Kennedy below the shoulder. If the 
bullet fired from above did enter be- 

low the shoulder it is highly unlikely 
that. it exited through the throat. 

Retorts: 7. The Creeping Shirt. Nor- 

man Redlich has suggested (after the 

‘wrong on their. statements of: the: “au 

-topsy. Why? Because these,-three: re- 

_ ports all state the first bullet did not 
go completely through Kennedy and 

therefore it could not have gone on to 
hit Connally, who was seated in front 

FBI. were published in 
Inquest} that the President's shirt some- 

how: rose-up a°few: inches so ‘that the 
bullet hole in the shirt coincided with 

a hole in the rear.of the-neck,-Experi- 
mentation indicates, however, that 
raising the -shirt over the collar line 

‘of Kennedy. entails doubling it up, which would 
Re 1, The f FBI. produce two. holes in the back of the 
J. Lee Rankin, at the time the Commis- shirt. 

sion’s general counsel, and Norman 

Redlich, his deputy, have said~after 
2. Newsweek magazine suggests that 

Kennedy may have been bent over so 

Exhibits 59 and 60 indicate. that ‘the bullet 
entered Jower than the Commission:said it had. 

far that his shoulder was higher than 

his throat. But the films of.the assas- 
sination show that Kennedy was sitting 

erect, and his back brace, according to 
the “Report “tetided to mike him sit 
up straight.” 

‘Staging, which 
appeared..in. Sevel jons of The waren 

the 

President's stretcher when the Dallas 
doctors applied external heart massage. 

2. The second bullet struck Connally. 

3. The third bullet entered Kennedy's 

head-and fragmentized. (Theimpact of 

the shot sent a tiny fragment of bone 
through Kennedy’s throat, causing a 

small throat wound.) All shots came 
from the Book Depository. 

2 j : 
Exhibit'No. 397, the autopsy sketch drawn’ by, 
Dr. Humes, shows a ‘bullet wourd lower than 
‘the Commission's Exhibit 385 does. 

Selling Points: 1. An entry wound be- 

Jow the shoulder would explain: the 
shirt and jacket holes being about six 
inches below the top of the collar. It 

would also serve to.explain the autopsy 
sketch showing a wound well below the 

collar line,. And: it would explain the 
Secret Service testimony that it was six 

inches below the collar. 
2. The supposition that the bullet also 
fell “out-of: Kennedy’s back» accounts 
for the- bullet-found on the. stretcher. 
(See -Planted-Bullet Theory.) 
3. The: tiny ‘bone fragment. accounts. 

for. the-small. throat wound. Also, a 
bone -fragment ‘would explain: the ab- 

sence-ofimetallic traces. on the-holes.in 
=. the fronf’sf the shirt. 

Drawback: No. 1::The F-BI. Theory, 
‘by Positing ‘that Kennedy and Connally 

were hit by separate bullets, leads to a 

two-assassin theory. As one Commis- 
sion lawyer bluntly put it: “To say that 

they were hit by separate bullets is 
Report, not only 

placement of the bullet path but shows” "that 
if the: billet ‘entered where: the hole inthe 
jacket is, and then went onto hit Connally, 
it would have come out Kennedy’s chest,. not 
his throat. And Kennedy had no chest wounds, 

Drawback No..3: Governor Connally 
says it is inconceivable that he could 
have ‘been struck by: the-same: bullet 

that hit Kennedy. He-remembers that 

after hearing the first shot he turned to 
his right but could: not seé the Presi- 
dent, He then began ‘to turn to his left. 
and was hit. His story .is corroborated 
by Mrs. Connally. 

Retort: Connally was confused. The 

Commission. brushed aside Governor 
Connally’s testimony (and his wife’s) 

by declaring that in view of the circum- 
stances:he.could- hardly be expected to 
recall clearly what happened. 

2. F.B.1. THEORY. 
Proponents: The F.B:1. 

Thesis: 1. Fhe-first bullet hit Kennedy 
below the shoulder and penetrated 
“only a distance of-a finger length.” 

This bullet was “expelled” onto the 

sy with saying that there 
were two assassins.” , 
Drawback No. 2: The Fourth Bullet. 
Late in the investigation, it was dis- 

covered that a bystander, James Tague, 
had been wounded by one-of the shots. 

The F.B.I. Theory holds that ail three 

shots hit inside the President’s car. Yet 
it was unlikely that Tague was wound- 

ed by any of these shots since he was 
standing about 260 feet away at the 
time of the fusilade. This raises the 

possibility that Tague:was wounded by 
a fragment from a fourth bullet. But 

only three shells: were found in the 

Book Depository. 
Drawback No. 3:.Jf the F.B.I. autopsy 
report: is. accurate, then, the Commis- 
sion’s autopsy findings.had to be pur- 

posely falsified.. The implications of 

this are almost too disturbing to imag- 
ine, Yet, the fact that the autopsy sur- 
geon, Commander Humes, bummed 

“certain preliminary notes” has given 

rise to the theory that the “preliminary 

notes" actually contained the earlier 

‘~wersion of the autopsy referred to by 

the F_B.I. This question is unresolved. 
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One: of the main’ stimuli’ for theories 

that shots came from someplace other 

than the Book Depository is an ama- 

teur eight-millimeter film of the assas- 

sination taken by Abraham Zapruder. 

In ten seconds of color film, virtually 
the entire sequence of events is re-~ 

corded. The Zapruder film shows the . 
. motorcade proceeding down Elm Street 
with the President smiling and wav- 

ing, then suddenly he reaches for his 
throat, apparently hit. About a second 
later Connally grimaces with pain and 

begins. toppling over, A few seconds 
elapse, then a bullet visibly strikes the 
President’s head. From the film, the 
Commission judged that the President 
‘was first hit between film frame 210 
and 225, and the fatal head shot oc- 
cured on film frame 313. By di i 

was blocked by a-traffic.sign between 
film frames.205 and 225 (by. which time 
Kennedy had already. been-hit), Weis- 

berg concludes that Kennedy was hit 
“before film frame 205. 

5. MISSING-FRAME ‘THEORY 
The fact that film frames 208 through 

211 have been deleted from the black- 
and-white frame-by-frame ph 

ameter of ‘the wound, although-the 
doctors later testified that-under certain . 
conditions an exit wound would have 
the same appearance as anentry wound: 

Drawback: The entry-wound theory 

does not explain what finally happened 
to the bullet that entered ‘the throat. 
Since no exit wound was found in the 

, President's back (and no bullet was in 

published by the Warren Ci 

the picket fence. One Dallas police- 
man, J}. M::Smith, even claimed to have 

“caught the smell of gunpowder” be- 

hind the wooden fence. 

9. EYEWITNESS THEORIES 
f the 

‘tion are perhaps, the most popular 
source of two-assassin theories—virtu- 
ally any armchair student of the assas- 

(Exhibit 885) and from the color slides 

of the Zaprader film at the National 
Archives—and the fact that frames 207 
and 212 show obvious splice marks— 

given the Report’s twenty-six 
, can develop an 

interesting theory as to where the shots 
‘came from. Right after the twenty-six 

volumes were made public, Harold 
has led a number of th a writer on the psychology 
that Kennedy was shot during that in- 

terval and that the four missing film 
frames were suppressed deliberately. 

ing the shutter speed of the camera 

(18.3 frames per second), the Commis- 
+ sion ascertained: 1) a maximum of 5.6 

seconds elapsed from the first to the 

final shot; and 2) no more than 1.8 - 
seconds elapsed between the time Ken-- 

nedy and Connally were first hit. This 

time bind led directly to the Commis- 

sion's Single-Bullet Theory (see above). 

The Zapruder. film also led to four 
other interesting theories. 

3. HEAD MOVEMENT THEORY 
Proponent: Vincent Salandria, a Phila- . 
delphia lawyer. 
Using two. slide’ projectors, and super- 
imposing: frame 316-over frame 313, 

Salandria:.finds that .after the, fatal 
head.-shot,,,Kennedy's -head, moves 
sharply backward:and.‘to--the: left;...a 

direction inconsistent. with shots from 
the Dep y. iP 
theistraj from,;the.-direction in 

‘which the head. a d.: daydi 

hat-the~shot: from: behiad:th 
th Je‘on;the-crassy 

f:.the. 

second wound, unlike: the. first, may 

have ‘been caused by a dumdum.bullet, 

‘kool Salandria also: ‘suspects that, sbe- 

this 

" which: couldn't have come. from 
Oswald's rifle. 

4. EARLY-HIT THEORY 
A group~of California theorists bas 
used the Zapruder film to‘show that the 

first shot hit Kennedy between film 
frames 190-and 210. If tre, this: would 

be significant because-the Commission 
blished that during this i the 

line of sight, from the sixth-floor wine 

dow in the: D 
by the foliage of an oak tree; there- 

fore the shot must ‘have:;come from 
elsewhere. 

Harold. Weisberg also uses’ the:.Zap- 
ruder film to prove the Early-Hit The- 

ory. Since Zapruder: testified that he 

was: 

Drawb Life ine. owns the 
original film and according to those 

who have seen it, the film is complete, 

no frames are missing, and Kennedy 

does not appear to have ‘been hit .in 
the. sequence. The Archiye’s frames 

may just have been’ damaged inno- 

cently. 

6. TRAFFIC SIGN: THEORY 

of d up the various 

the P 's body), the entry-wound 

theory ds_on the ion that 
the autopsy and other evid was, 3 of 

changed. 

8. OVER THE FENCE THEORY 7: 
to suspect Id: 

I ack Fox, U.P.L, Burt R PE 
“In the United Press-International. film. 
library, a New York hobbyist found an 

eight-millimeter color film of the as- 
sassination made by Orville Nix. One 

of the frames of the Nix film particu- 
larly interested hitn because it showed 

an object behind the wall on:the grassy 

David Lifton, a UCLA. graduate 
student, claims that he.:can detéct 

stress: marks coming from: the: ‘traffic 

sign starting at frame 212-and ‘con: 

tinuing until frame 221. ‘He interprets 
these as shock. waves caused ‘by a bul- 

let hitting the sign. This shot, he figures, 

could not have been the Same One that 
“fired be’ 

Pository when'be Swas: shot, ‘a builet:en- 

\__-teting'the’throat must-have come from 

a point -well in front of the Depository. 

“In front” was at first interpreted to 
mean the railroad overpass; however, 

when the Commission showed that a 
bullet did not ia fact pass the 

“The Nix-U:P.l. film and partial blowup, ~ 

knoll... He:then:employed..a. film spe- 

*cialist: to.-blow:-the::frame:up,. and. it 
-became. clear; thatthe object-was in 
fact a vehicle. On the roof of:the vebi- - 
cle, -he. discemed .a. man. aiming. what 
appeared:to-be.a rifle.at:the President's 
car. He immediately took bis photo- 
graph to Dallas and asked eyewitnesses 

about it. 
UPL editors, apparently impressed 

with the photograph, sent Teporter Jack 

Fox to Dallas to interview 

sources of shots reported by 121 eye- 

witnesses. His tally revealed that 38 

gave “no clear opinion,” 32 thought 
the shots came from the Book Deposi- 

tory, and 51 thought the shots came 
from the grassy knoll area. Largely on 

the basis of this analysis, Feldman ad- 

vanced the theory that there were two 
“ assassins: one on the grassy knoll and 

one in, the Book Depository. 

-often.conflict: which tmeans that some- 
body has.to be wrong. 

WHO:DID:IT? 
The'following'six theories name Lee 

Harvey. Oswald:as the lone assassin. 

INDERGROUND:MAN: 
EORY: nies 

¢inission:did-not-teach:a:final: 
‘conclusion .as to why Oswald:killed 
President Kennedy. Instead, it - listed 
five..“factors” (which, a, Commission 

lawyer: said, -read:like:iclichés-froma 

TV'soap‘opera): ‘They!were::.: 
{1) hostility..to ‘his :environment;: ::- 

,(2) failure to establish “meaningfat 

“y retat 
Byrd 
(4) al EB 

communism @ : 

serted at the insistence-of Com- 
missioner Gerald Ford); 

to the assassination. 
Lee E. Bowers, Jr. told him that the 

photograph: was “exactly what I saw.” 

(5) a to.act ly with- 
out regard to the-consequences, 

According to this theory, Oswald had 
no motive; he acted out of blind re- 

limousine’s ‘windshield, as wasbelieved 

bythe proponents of this theory, “in 
front” ‘was then interpreted to mean 
the grassy knoll. Mark Lane states 
in his latest version that Kennedy was 

directly facing the knoll when he was 

shot in the throat, although: none of 

the-films indicates this to -be the case. 

Selling Point: ‘The entry-wound the- 

ory-explains‘the Dallas doctors’ early 
and the relatively small di- ‘ saw Kennedy hit, and-Zap rs view 
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S: M. Holland, who was ding on 
the .overpass and had one of the best 
views of.any eyewitness, told Fox there - 11, MANCHURIAN 
were four shots: “...the-first.came from “CANDIDATE: THEORY 
the book buildi d hit the Presid = Some:C yore 
The second:came from the same place and members of the CLA. 
and. hit Governor John Connally.... 

The third.shot came from behind the 
Ppicket:fence-to the north of Elm Street. 

There was a puff of smoke under the 

trees like someone had thrown out a 
Chinese firecracker anda report en- 

tirely different.from the one which was 
fired from the book building. . ..” 

According to Holland, the fourth. 
shot came from the. Book Depository. 

When Holland reached the fence be 

found a station. wagon and sedan. On 
the bumper of the. station wagon there 

were two. muddy. marks “as if someone 
had stood there to look over the fence.” 
At least seven other witnesses on the 

overpass saw smoke rising from the 
same area, and many.other witnesses 

thought the shots came from behind 

Since -Oswald:-spent considerable time 

in a Soviet-hospital, a few C. i 
lawyers...entertained_:the. theory that 

Oswald might have been brainwashed 

and conditioned as 2 “sleeper” assassin; 
then he went haywire: (i.e. he was. ac- 

cidentally turned on). The Commission 
decided.-to. send.a letter to the CLA. 
requesting information on the “present 

status of Sqviet ‘mind-conditioning’ - 
techniques.” A few weeks later, a 

CLA. agent replied that this possibility 
was still “a main school of thought” at 
the C.LA. on the assassination, and.al- 
though such techniques were: still in 
a relatively primitive stage, this. form 

of conditioning--could: be induced by 

drugs. The theory, however, was not 

further developed.. 



12: DOMESTIC: QUARREL. 
\ os * THEORY 
“Proponent: Representative Gerald Ford. 

“Commissioner Gerald Ford, in his 
.: ‘book, Portrait of the Assassin, soggests 

‘that Oswald was still hedging on the 
eve of the assassination when ‘he re- 

* turned home to seé his wife, Marina. 

- She spurned him. Oswald then went to’ 
the garage. He got his rifle. 

143. HORRIBLE ACCIDENT 
THEORY 

Proponent: Marina Oswald. 
Ta her final testimony before the Com-~ 

mission, Marina Oswald advanced her 
own theory of Lee’s motive. She said 
she believed her husband was actually 

trying to shoot Governor John Con- 
nally, and missed, and by a horrible 

~ accident he killed the Presid. 

14. OEDIPAL THEORY 
Proponent: Dr. Renatus Hartogs, co- 

author of The Two Assassins, — 
Dr. Hartogs, a psychiatrist who evalu- 

ated Oswald as a thirteen-year-old boy, 

has'recently advanced a theory explain- 
ing the assassination in terms of 

Oswald’s repressed lust for his mother. 

Hartogs observes that Oswald slept in 

his mother’s bed long after he should 
have had a bed. of his own, and sug- 

gests that inner guilt feelings may have 
led him to kill President Kennedy. Dr. 
Hartogs finds it significant that Oswald 

shot at both.Kennedy and Tippit three 
times, since the number “three” in psy- 
hoanalvtic thinki bolizes the 

masculine genitals. However, Sylvia 
Meagher points out in ‘her review of 

Hartogs’ book that Tippit was shot 
four times. See 

15. KILLER-INSTINCT 
THEORY 

* Proponent: John J. McCloy. 

In- a secret colloquium between the 

Commission and three psychiatrists, 
ce’ SSI McCloy ad the 

“killer-instinct” theory. He noted that 

Oswald had killed two men and at- 
tempted to shoot at least three others 

(Governor Connally, General Walker, 
and the police officer who tried to ar- 
rest him). McCloy reasoned. that this 

indicated a pattern of innate violence. 
By the time the report was written, 

h McCloy’s hypothesi 
to have been lost in the shuffle. 

The following four theories are based 

16. PLANTED-RIFLE THEORY 
Proponent: Mark Lane. 

Thesis: A 7.65 caliber German Mauser 
was found in the Book Depository, and 

later Oswald's 6.5 caliber Italian Mann- 

licher-Carcano rifle was substituted for 
it. This theory is based on testimony 
(and an affidavit) indicating that the 

three Dallas law officers first described 
the rifle as a Mauser. The problem with 
this theory is that the bullet fragments 

found in the President's car ballistically 
- match Oswald’s Carcano, proving that 

it was d in the 1 
(no matter where or when it was 
found). 

17. PLANTED-BULLET 
THEORY 

Proponents: Professor Richard H. Pop- 

on the belief that Oswald was i: 

that he was framed for both the Ken- 

nedy assassination and murder of 
officer J. D. Tippit by the real con- 

pit who planted evide against 

him before and after the assassination. 

The logic of these theories inevitably 

leads to a high-level conspiracy in- 
volving law-enforcement agencies. For 

example, to believe that Oswald did 

not Kill Tippit, it is necessary to as- 

sume: a) shells from Oswald's revolver 
were planted at the scene by the real 

murderers; b) the revolver then was 

planted on Oswald by the Dallas police 
(the plot obviously could not have de- 

pended on Oswald going home and con- 

veniently fetching his pistol); and c) 

Oswald's admission that he had his 
revolver with him when arrested was 
fabricated. 

in, Profi Josiah Th Sytvia 
Meagher, Vincent Salandria, Léo Sauv- 
age, Harold Weisberg, Mark Lane and 

Ray Marcus. 

Thesis: A bullet, which The Warren Re- 
port states was found on Connally’s 
stretcher, was fired from Oswald's rifle ‘# 
sometime prior to the assassination." 
Then, after the assassination, it was 

planted on a stretcher in the Dallas 
hospital where Kennedy and Connally 

were treated, thereby framing Oswald. 

This theory is based.on the fact that 

evidence developed by the Commis- 

The Commission’ claims this bullet pierced 

Shaw testified that more ‘fragments 
were found in’Connaly’s wrist than 
were missing from the bullet, thus rul- 
ing out Connally’s stretcher as a source 

.for the bullet. Furthermore, in missing 

tapes of the doctors’ press conference, 

which was held after the stretcher bul- 
let was found, Dr. Shaw supposedly _ ‘ 

says that a nearly whole bullet was 
lodged in Connally’s thigh. The theo- 

tists thus deduce that the bullet must 
have been:planted on.the stretcher. The 
fact that no blood or ‘other organic. ma- 

terial was. found. on the bullet rein- 
forces their argument. Professor 

Thompson further points out that the 

only bullet similar in. appearance to 
‘the stretcher bullet“was obtained ‘by 
firing Oswald's rifle into.a Jong.tabe of 
cotton.-He believes that this test. indi- 
cated 'that the stretcher bullet was prob- 
ably obtained by firing the. bullet into 

Kennedy's neck and Connatly’s shoulder, ribs, 
wrist and. thigh, Theorists say it’s a take. 

18. OSWALD IMPERSONATOR 
sion precluded both Kennedy's and THEORY 
Cc Ty's stretch as possible Pr LéoS: Harold Weis- 
sources for the stretcher bullet. The 
Commission’s. autopsy report stated 

that the bullet exited Kennedy, there- 

fore it could not have come from his 
stretcher. And Drs. Finck, Homes, and 

berg, Sylvia-Meagher (See also Popkin’s 
Two-Oswald Theory). 

Thesis: Before the assassination, some- 
one impersonating Oswald planted 

clues that would incriminate Oswald 

HOW- THE LEADING THEORISTS: ANSWER THE LEADING QUESTIONS 

‘Were . 
How - Connali Why did 
many. and J.F.K. | Was the Did-.. “g | Did Tippit stop 

; Source How hithy tcher | J.F.K’s Oswald Oswald Oswald: 
Whokitled | were ofthe many | same Bullet J Ki, 4 havea (or whoever 

Theorists Kennedy? there? | shots shots? | bullet? { planted? | wound Tippit? Ruby's role, double? | it was)? 

WARREN:-COMMISSION | Oswald - One Texas 3 Yes No Caused by | Yes Lone No Broadcast | 
The Warren Report ; -Schoot-Book | exit. of avenger of witness’ 

‘tory bullet descriptior 

MARK LAN! Oswald 20r | Grassy . 4 No Yes Entrance No | Conspirator Tippit somehow 
Rush to Judgment “| framed ‘more Knoll : 5 tnvolved- 

LEGSAUVAGE =. =| Oswald 2 No Yes No Inaconspiracy | Yes Not because 
The Oswald Affair not proven not connected of police : guilty with 
HAROLD WEISBERG Avconspiracy, | 2 or | Knolf and 4 No Yes Entrance No Possible } Yes Unexplained 
Whitewash . possibly ‘with’ | more, - Depository conspirator Teason 

FRED COOK Oswaldand | 2or Kroll and 34 | No No Bait Yes 
articles in The Nation | others more itory 
RICHARD POPKIN \Oswaldand =| 2 | Knoll.and 4 No Yes Entrance | Yes: Non-conspirator , | Yes Accidental 
The Second-Oswaid | others. ;:- Depository : encounter 

VINCENT SALANDRIA | Oswald 3or4 " i) Depository } At No Yes Uncertain Certainly | Conspirator Probably 
artictes in probably 2) Knoll least hot but 

inority of One framed Fence.area | 5 alone, unknown 
Roof of * Probably 
Criminat Rot Oswald 

: rt | at all, 
JOACHIM JOESTEN Oswald Zor Railroad 4or No Yes Entrance No Possible Yes Unexplained 
Oswald: Assass' framed more overpass.or | -more ‘ conspirator feason 
or Falf Guy? Knoll . . 

SYLVIA MEAGHER Oswald 2er Knoll and 4 No Yes Entrance No Conspirator Possibly “ Tippit 
Subject Index tothe | probably more Depository involved 
Warren Report, framed 
Hearings and Exhibits| . _ : 
THOMAS BUCHARAN = | Oswald and 2 Overpass& | 3or No Entrance Yes Conspirator No Tippit 
Who Killed Kennedy? | others itory | more . involved 

SYLVAN FOX Oswald-and 2or Knoll and 4 No Entrance Yes Conspirator 
The Unanswered others more Depository : 
westions about 
resident Kennedy's 

Assassination 
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in the assassination. According to this 
theory, the impersonator made himself 

conspicuous at a nearby rifle Tange, 

brought a gun into a neighb 

Deputy Constable Weitzman: and. Ser- 

* geant Harkness. 

Sylvia Meagher, an independent Te- 

her, made a i check of 
gunsmith, Cashed large checks, and 

* acted The i 
probably took part in the assassination. 

Who Is A. report 
on Lee Harvey Oswald arrived at the 
F.B.L. field office in Dallas the day of 

the assassination. It revealed that Os- 
| wald had visited the Cuban Embassy 

in Mexico City on September 27, 1963, 
and included .a photograph taken.by a 

secret C.LA. camera of the man iden- 
:| tified. as ‘Oswald leaving the, Embassy. 

After the assassination, a problem de- 
veloped;.the man in the C.LA..photo- 

| gtaph-was not Oswald! Oswald’ sD 

the man in the photograph was Jack 
Ruby. (Obviously, it isn’t.) Commis- 

sion lawyers;’attempting to’ find out if 
the man-in-the photograph was: asso- 

ciated with’ Oswald“or impersonating 
him, were never ablé to identify the 

mystery man. ‘the CLA, would say 

was that it wad a “mix-up.” 

| er added to the confusion-by claiming }. 

19. FALL-GUY THEORY 
Proponent: Joachim Joesten. 

Thesis: That the assassination was the 
work of 2 conspiracy involving some 
officers of the C.LA. and the F.B.L as 
well as some Army figures and some 

reactionary oil millionaires. The con- 

spirators used Oswald as a “fall guy, 
a red herring, to draw attention while 
the murderers escaped.” The F.B.I. for 

reasons of its own, completed the frame. 
of Oswald and covered up evidence of 
the real conspirators. 

The next three theories explain how the 

second assassin escaped from the grassy 
knoll. : 

. * 

20. BOGUS SECRET-SERVICE 
MAN THEORY 

. Proponent: Sylvia: Meagher. 

Dallas policeman J. M. Smith ran to 

the parking lot behind the grassy knoll 
diately after the : ination. He 

a and 

pulled his gun. The stranger identified 
himself as a Secret. Service agent ‘and 
showed Smith his credentials (although 
Smith later could not recall his name). 

. Smith’s account is cor d to 

Secret Service records and found that 
no Secret Service agent was on or near 

the knoll area at the time that Sniith 
encountered the “agent.” Mrs. Meagher 
suggests that the assassin may have 

escaped by using fake Secret Service 

credentials. 

21. TRUNK THEORY 
Proponents: .S. M. Holland, Richard 
HL. Popkin. 

Soon after the shots were fired, S. M. 
folland rushed to the picket fence be- 
ind the knoll (where he thought he 

ssaw smoke) and found a station wagon 
.and a sedan. parked riear the fence 

id ihto thé trunk of that car and 
ied the lid shut on himself, then 
one else have driven it away lat- 

Other theorists, like. Professor 

Popkin, have thought it more likely 
that the knoll assassin simply hid the 

rife in the car, then fied on foot. 

22. STORM DRAIN THEORY 
Proponent: Lillian Castellano. 

Mrs. Castellano, ‘a California ac- 
countant, located what appeared to be a 

storm drain in a -photograph of the 
‘Brassy “Knoll t time: of ‘the 
assassination. However, it could not be 
‘Woéated ter npc the 

nation. Mrs. Castellano suspected that 

it could have been part of an escape 
system. 

23. OSWALD AS F.B.I. 
’ INFORMER 

According to Secret Service report 767, 

Alonzo Hudkins, a Houston reporter, 

told the Secret Service that he had 
heard from Chief Allan Sweatt of the 

Dallas sheriff's office that Lee Harvey 
Oswald “was being paid two hundred 

dollars per month by the F.B.1. in con- 

nection with their subversive investiga- 
tion” and that “Oswald had informant 

number S-172.” The Commission never 
called Hudkins or Sweatt to testify. 

There are a number of other inter- 
esting circumstances surrounding Os- 

wald’s possible relationships with the 

FBI. 
1. Warren De Brueys, an F.B.L 

agent who covered both the New Or- 

leans and Dallas beat, asked Carlos 

Bringuier to furnish the F.B.I. informa- 
tion about the activities of his Anti- 
Castro group. When Bringuier refused, 
De Brueys threatened to send an under- 

cover agent to infiltrate the group. 

Later, Lee Harvey Oswald came to 
New Orleans from Dallas and tried to 
infiltrate Bringuier’s group by pretend- 
ing.he was an Anti-Castroite. Brin- 

guier, at first, did not think this was a 

some degree by two other law officers— 2. When Oswald was arrested for 
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WHO KILLED JOHN KENNEDY? 

WARREN COMMISSION SINGLE- 
BULLET THEORY: That the:same 
bullet which passed thi JF.KIS. 4 rough 

B_ neck went on to hit Governor Connally. [F 

-B1-TWO-BULLET-TH 
Kennedy and Connally’ 
two different bullets, 

El ORIGINATOR: Arlen Specter, 
BE} Assistant Counsel in charge of basic 

facts of the assassination. 

E| STAR WITNESS: Commander James 
J, Humes, who conducted autopsy at 

By Bethesda Naval Hospital. . 

E| ASSASSIN: Lee 
e| by himself, with no assistant in the 

CHIEF BOOSTER: Norman Redlich, 
Deputy Counsel, who argued in favor 
of the theory before the Cc 

= The.F.£ 

SOURCES: ,F.B.I.agent: 
O'Neill, Jr. and james V 
authors of The F_8.1. Au 
Edward J. Epstein, auth 

MUSCLE: J. Edgar:Hoo\ 
the F.B.L. over whose si, 
report was written. 

;] CONVINCED COMMISSIONERS: 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, Chairman, 
Ajlen Dulles, John J. McCloy, 

#1] Representative Geratd Ford. 

..- SHOULD AUTOPSY PHOTOS AND 
X-rays reveal a bullet wound entering 
the base of Kennedy's neck in the 
rear and exiting at the throat. 

ONE ASSASSIN 

Harvey Oswald, 

planning or in the act, shot and killed 
President John F. Kennedy. 
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PROPONENT: The Warren Report: 
Signed by all seven. 

SUPPORTERS: Secret £ 
Green, Bennett, Hil ar 
all of whom describe.a 
six Inches below the co 
implication, the Doubte 

++. SHOULD AUTOPSY Pi 
X-rays reveal a shallow e 
wound in Kennedy’s back 

below the collar line, not 
of the neck. 

pi 
facet orrh The'Warren'Repon 
destroyed.-in the wake of | 
far out theories (which do: 
involve two riflemen) will § 
measure of credibility ino 

i A ORY Propo 
Arnoni, Editor Minority 
Among the Conspirator 
generals, and-admirals 

CRYSTAL-BALL THEO} 
Proponent: Jeane Dixot 
Conspirator: Fidet:Cast 
EVIL:FORCES THEORY 

even those who doubted.the single- 
builet theory. 

Ousman Be 
minister of Malt. 
Conspirators: the same 
‘had Lumumba:and Hat 
killed and were:respon 
U.S.-Belgian rescue tn. 
MERCY-KILLING THEO 
Proponent:Mrs. Margu 

Conspirators: the CLA. 
_ Service and:her son. 
CUF BONO THEORY 
Proponents: Joachim .k 
Barbara Garson, Don B 
Jack Ruby and others. 
Conspirator: Lyndon Jo 
RED EXECUTION THEC 
Proponent: Revilg.P. Ol 
Professor at the Univer 
Conspirators: Kennedy’ 
Communists. 

All Depository theories and theorists are included inthe light grey arez 

Chart designe:



-Follow th patterns of.deduction to the major alternatives—one or two assassins —and the conclusions thereafter. 

What appeared to cee a bullet hole in the 
of the 

And the opinion of Dallas doctors that 
Kennedy had a throat’entry wound. 

¥- i rr / GEO) re : ' 
RAILROAD OVERPASS currentty farren Commission thinks—and by someone fo Ker peas Rod Mast Penas cane fatal shot 

tof favor the | source of any shots. : 1 at a position other than the sixth-floor window. i A. grassy knoll in front and to the. right of Kennedy. 

Ee WINDSHIELD-OVERPASS THEORY:! - 

[rat the first shot came from the ‘7 ees p: Vincent 
pizitoae overpass directly in front of MISSING-FRAMES. That the War i A Salandria, lawyer; Mig ni Toon ‘Haverford 

. Inedy, pierced the windshleld and BB zeal to prove Oswald the fone assassin of President Kennet cut # Philosophy Professor; G. Fonzi, senior ecitor of 
[struck him in the throat. ! out frames 208 to 211, because they tended to repudiate their B: 4 Greater Philadelphia Magazine; Paul Hoch, 
I 1 pet theory. ‘ Berkeley graduate student; Thomas Stamm, " B i of-a-New York toy manufacturer; ORIGINATORS: Mark Lane, Oswald’s ORIGINATORS of Earty-Hit and Missing-Frames theories: The H , 
attorney and author of Rush To i California Group: David Lifton, U.C.LA. engineering graduate ! Say Marcus gyivia Meagher, author of 

pludgment: Thomas Buchanan, author student, Lillian Castellano, accountant, Ray Marcus, author of 
of Who Killed Kennedy?; Joachim VORB the eastara Bullet, about bullet No, 399. {See Planted-Bultet 
doesten, author of Oswald: Assassin or 9 i Theory), Maxgie! Field, B Beverly Hills housewife, Harold Weisberg 
Falf Guy?; Richard Dudman, a reporter of Hiyattstow! ot WI 
for The St. Louis Post Dispatth. 

. nt OVER-THE-FENCE THEORY: Based on an enlarge- 
T COUPE DE GRACE: Publication of the = ‘ ent of one frame: of the U-P.1.-Nix movie of the 

Warren Report. It revealed that there ft are be as 
prea been only a crack—-no hote--in the I Pt . i ‘Tiffé as ‘he leans against a:station wagon 

windshield. Theoreticians then moved , ' the fence at-the top of the-grassy knoll. 
slightly over tothe right and.crept-onto -] , i 
the grassy knoll. : ‘Alter close examination : Maurice UPL, Jack 

| Fox,.U.P.1., Burt Reinhardt, U.P.1., Bernie 
“Hoffrnan, photo technician:- 

‘ if fence;‘Lee Bowers, Bae ea hotter 
‘assassination, 

«» SHOULD AUTOPSY PHOTOS AND X-RAYS reveal «+» SHOULD AUTOPSY PHOTOS AND X-RAYS reveal 
an exit wound in Kennedy’s back. that the head wound was caused by a buliect 

- entering in front and exiting at the rear, 

TWO ASSASSINS 

DALLAS OLIGARCHY THEORY 
“Proponent: Thomas Buchanan: 

‘ Conspirators: Oswald, police officers (Including. 
. Tippit), Jack Ruby, and an oil multi-miliionaire 
called “Mr.” 

low the.second assassin i - LEVEL other 
‘got away: 1. Posed as a Secret Service:Agent. Proponent: Sylvia wen eet cre police-and/or 

Mark Hi . Hid in the trunk of a car. Proponents; Richard { * 
Popkin, S: M. Holland. 3. Disappeared down storm drain. 

tillian 
user, which was: os ater replaced wth = 

‘Oswald's Jtatian Mannticher-Carcano. oan 
H - _ LOW LEVEL {without the 

assistance of Government officials). 

; Syvias Meagher. 
tor: Oswald's lookalike. . 

Contradictions Sri-stories about’ Osaala's : 

Hl that. OO ntory A 5 . arr : . . Proponent: Richard Popkin. 
4 trail toincriminate him. {Seealso, Two. : * : Ms . nS ve : Conspirators: Oswald, his double 

y) : : : and others. 

MAFIA THEORY 
Proponent: Serge Groussard, a French writer. 
Conspirators: The “Al Capone” gang, Jack Ruby, 

DOMINO THEORY Tippit and Oswald. 
Proponents: Penn Jones, Jr. . 

editor of Midlothian, Texas. 
‘Mirror, and Mark Lane. 

aoe . ‘Conspirators: a murderous CUBA-FRAMED THEORY 
Proponent: Joachim Joesten. ! gang still In operation . Proponent: Fidel Castro. 

: Conspirators: an_oll tycoon, a t bumping off key witnesses. Oswald and 
general and officials of the fa Ba. ond CLA, . ant-Castroltes. 

All Grassy Knoll theories and theorists are included in the dark grey area. 
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fighting with Bringuier, he asked to see 
san F.BJ. agent. An F.B.L agent visited 
‘him in jail and questioned him about 

the activities of the Fair Play. for Cuba 

Committee. 
3. Oswald’s address book contained 

the address and license plate number 
of Dailas F.B.I. agent James Hosty. It 

was later deleted from the police list 

of Oswald's ‘addresses. 

Drawback: J. Edgar Hoover categi 

up, he would undoubtedly produce a Oswald, ‘died of gunshot wounds in 
surprise alibi, and the evid would 
be-so confused by the second Oswald’s 
pre-assassination maneuvers that the 

Oswald-on-trial would be ‘acquitted. 

What went wrong, howéver—and here 

the theory becomes a mite complicated 

—was that the real Oswald met Officer 
Tippit, who knew the second Oswald, 

and waved him down. In the ensuing: 

ically denied that Oswald had any con- 

nection with the F.B.L. and offered the 
F.B.L’s file on Oswald to the Commis- 
sion. (The Chief Justice refused it, 

however, on the grounds that it might 
contain secret information.) 

24. OSWALD AS SECRET 
AGENT 

‘Proponents: Mrs. Marguerite Oswald 

and Norman Mailer. 

Mrs. Oswald suggested long before the 

assassination, and is still of-the belief, 
that her son was a C.LA. agent. His 

trip to Russia was a C.LA. mission, and 
so were his later activities. If Oswald 
jwas involved in the assassination, Mrs. 

- Oswald suggests, “Now it could have 

been that my son and the Secret Service 

were all involved in a mercy killing,” 

-explaining, “If he [Kennedy] was dy- 
ing of an incurable disease, this would 

be for the security of our country.” 
Norman Mailer, on the other hand, 

believes that it is quite possible Oswald 

was an undercover agent for not one, 

but a. number of espionage - services 
(who:“tend to:collect the:.same -par-.-"“ 

-‘ticular'small agents in common” 

all a. comedy éf the most horrible sort, ~ 
but when Kennedy was assassinated, 

vit ‘hal 

was then liquidated by -one:0! 

ployer-agencies. According to M: jler’s 

scenario, we hear an Ivy League voice. 

ry out in some unknown council-of- 

war room: “Well, can’t something be 
done, can’t we do something about this 

man?”, and a man getting up, saying, 
“See you in a while,” and a little later - 

a phone call made and another, and 

finally a voice saying to our friend 
“Ruby, “Jack, I got good news. There’s 
a little job. ...” 

25. TWO OSWALDS THEORY 
-Propouent: Richard H. Popkin. 

Thesis: Professor Popkin (Chairman, 
Philosophy De t ity of 

California at San Diego) has advanced 

a rather ingenious theory to explain 

Oswald icked and shot 
Tippit. 

This theory differs from the Oswald 

Impersonator Theory in one important 
way: here, the real Oswald is guilty. 

Drawback: The sightings of this “sec~ 

ond Oswald” all occurred before it was 
even known that Kennedy would be 

coming to Dallas. Thus it seems un- 
likely that a carefully deceptive plot 
could have been underway. 

Retort: Oswald and his double were 
only one of many pairs of assassins 

‘being set up all over the country on 2 

contingency basis, should the opportu-. 

nity for action arise. 

26. POST-ASSASSINATION 
DOMINO THEORY 

Proponents: Penn Jones hr. and Mark 
Lane. 
Penn Jones, the editor of the Mid- 
lothian, Texas, Mirror, notes that a 

number of key witnesses -have died 

under “cl i 

ing.to Penn Jones. This 

seems quite strange since she testified 

to a Commission lawyer after the re- 

ported date of her death. 

5. Earlene Roberts, the housekeep- 

er at Oswald’s rooming house who 

claimed she saw a police car stop in 

front of the house about ten minutes 
before Oswald encountered Ti; ‘ippit, also 
died. 

Mark Lane adds the case of Warren 
Reynolds, a witness to the Tippit shoot- 

ing, who was shot through the head 

(but survived}; Nancy Mooney, a for- 

mer stripper in Ruby's nightclub who 
also provided an alibi for the man ac- 

cused of shooting Reynolds, hanged 

herself in the Dallas jail; and Lee E. 
Bowers, 3r., a bystander who saw a car . 

making a getaway from the grassy 
knoll, was killed in a car accident to 

which there were no witnesses. 

27. RACIST THEORY 
Proponents: Léo Sauvage, Hans Habe 

(author of The Wounded Land). 

Sauvage, an American correspond- 

ent for Figaro, suggests the theory that 

Kennedy could have. been. killed by a 
conspiracy of Southern racists to pre- 
vent him from carrying out his civil- 

tights program. To turn-blame away 
from themselves and onto Leftists, they. 

hodically framed. Oswald: (by im- 

‘him .and.-by planting ‘evi- 
dence against him): Oswald's der; 

that ‘the s.o.b. would never live out his 
term and that he would die a violent 

death. Reynolds also vaguely d 
that Governor Connally may have 
called long distance from Washington. 
to Lee Oswald who was staying in a 

- Dallas Y.M.C.A. He had no proof. 
A number of letters allegedly written 

by Jack Ruby and smuggled. out of jail 
were auctioned off by New York auto- 

gtaph dealer Charles Hamilton. Penn 
Jones, Jr. bought one and published 

part of it." 

“I walked into a trap the moment I 

walked down the ramp Sunday morn- 

ing. This was the spot where they could 

frame the Jew, and that way all of his 

people will be blamed as being Com- 

munists, this is what they were waiting 
for. They alone had planned the killing, 

by they I mean Johnson and others.” 

“,..Tead the book Texas Looks at 
Lyndon and you may learn quite a bit 

about Johnson and how he fooled 

everyone.” 

Drawback: in a letter to J. Lee Rankin, 
J. Edgar Hoover wrote, “I have not 

received any information to implicate 
Presid Jot or G Con- 

naily in the assassination.” 

29. DALLAS OLIGARCHY 
THEORY 

Thomas Bi 

aocording to Buchanan’s theory, 
“Mr. X,” a right-wing Texas oil’ mil- 

murdér is‘still unsolved:‘Ruby’s lawyer, 

Tom-Howard, also. attended the meet- 

‘ing. He later died of a “heart attack” 
(Jones notes “no autopsy was per- 
formed”). Jones suggests that some im- 

portant information was divulged at 

the meeting, and those who heard the 
information had to be disposed of. 

Moreover, Jones’s paper has main- 
tained a death-count on other relevant 
individuals. 

1. Hank Killam, whose wife was a 

at Ruby's nightclub.and whose 
friend lived in Oswald's rooming house, 

was found on a Florida street with his 
throat cut. 

2. Dorothy Kilgailen, the only jour- 

nalist who was granted a private inter- 

view with Ruby, died. Jones points out 
certain di: ies in the Commis- 
sion’s findings. Certain witnesses claim 

to bave encountered Oswald prior to 
November 22 in places where he could 

not possibly have been. To explain 
these anomalies, Popkin suggests that 
there were actually “two Oswalds”; the ~ 

second “Oswald” closely resembled the 

real Oswald. The real Oswald's role 

was to be a decoy—that is, he would 
lead the police astray by becoming the 

prime suspect. The escape of the sec- 

ond Oswald, who actually fired the 

Shots from the Depository, was thus 

facilitated. When Oswald's trial came 
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(er sly) that her death occurred 
on the night of the “strange” Northeast 

Power Blackout. (Jones missed the con- 
nection that the announcer of What's 

My Line, John Daly, is the Chief Jus- 
tice’s son-in-law.) 

3. William Whaley, the cabdriver 

who took-Oswald home after the as- 
sassination and possibly talked to him, 

died in a car crash—the first cabdriver 

to be killed on duty in Dallas since 
1937. 

4. Karen Bennett Carlin, another 

performer at Ruby’s club and the last 

person to talk to Ruby before he shot 

Y Mhests: Although not one shred. of hard 
evidérice has been uncovered to Prove, 

dionaire, had to elimi Kennedy and 
Khnishchev:to. gain world domination 

sof the. oil market. He decided: to:.as- 
Ke 

wald ‘was'to"be framed as the"assassin,” 
then executed by Tippit. With Oswald 

‘oul 

ine uby’ ‘Oswald'as'a‘meatis- 

of sifericing’ ‘him for'good:Aside-from 
them right, many people have taken™».Mr. X, Buchanan ‘names the’ following 

the “Who ‘benefited?" line of pursuit 
and point an accusing finger at Lyndon 

Jobnson. 
The Soviet Government newspaper 

Izvestia, after condemning The Warren 
Report as slanderous to Russia, hinted 

by sly & do that President Joh 
may have been implicated in the as- 

sassination. They cite the soon-to-be 

published works of Joachim Joesten 
(seven volumes to be sold by subscrip- 

tion for $200) which argues that John- 

‘son has been. covering up. The next day, 

Trud, the trade-union paper, made the 

accusation more forcefully. 
Californian Barbara Garson has 

written a satire, based on Macbeth, 
called Macbhird in which L-BJ. and 

Lady Bird take the parts of Macbeth 

and Lady Macbeth in the. murder of 

J.F.K. and Adlai Stevenson (the Egg 
of Head). 

Tn January of 1964 the Warren Com- 
mission Jearned that Don B. Reynolds, 

insurance agent and close. associate of 
Bobby Baker, had been heard to say 

that the F.B.I. knew that Johnson was 
behind the assassination. When inter- 

viewed by the F.B.I., he denied this. 

But he did recount an incident during 
the swearing in of Kennedy in which 

Bobby Baker said words to the effect 

“additional.conspirators”: 

1. The assassin on the bridge. (He. 

hints this was Ruby.). 

2. A second assassin in the Deposi- 
tory who was Wearing a police uni- 

form. 

3. A police officer involved in Os- 
wald’s arrest (who was, next to Mr. X, 

the key conspirator}. 

4. Tippit. 
5. Oswald. 

6. One of the policemen who missed 
Oswald as he left the building. 

30. CUBA-FRAMED THEORY 
Proponent: Fidel Castro. 

About a week after the assassination, 

Castro d that the . 
intended that Cuba be blamed for the 

assassination. According to this.theory, 
Oswald may have been one of the rifle- 

men, but his prime role in the con- 

spiracy was to ghost a trail that would 

lead directly to Cuba. Thus, a few 

months before the assassination, ‘Os- 
wald set up a phony Fair Play for Cuba 

Committee in New Orleans and Dallas, 
engaged in “brawls” with anti-Castro 

Cubans, and identified himself with 
Castro and Cuba on radio programs. 

Then he went to Mexico where he tried 

to obtain a (Continued on page 334) 
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NOTES FOR A NEW 
INVESTIGATION 
by Sylvia Meagher 

The woman who indexed the entire twenty-six volumes of 
The Warren Report emerges from her task with this advice: 
reopen the hearings and finish the job. For a starter... 

CALL THE 
IMPORTANT WITNESSES 
NOT HEARD 
BY THE COMMISSION 

Concerning Oswald's 
Activities... 
Pierce Allman, television newsman: Os- 

wald, had said that someone had ap- 
proached him outside the Depository 
after the shooting and had asked to be 

~ directed to the nearest phone. Oswald's 

account corresponds with the actual 

experience of Pierce Allman, and this 
conflicts with the Commission's recon- 
struction of Oswald’s “escape.” 
Mary Dowling, waitress at Dobbs 

House: She told the F.B.I. that Oswald 
and Tippit were in the restaurant at 
the same time, two days before the 

assassination, and that Tippit especially 
noticed Oswald when he complained 
about his food. The Warren Report 
says that the two men were not... 

acquainted and had never even seen” 

one another. 
John Rene Heindel, ex-Marine ac- 

quaintance of Oswald's: Heindel was 
known by the nickname “Hidell,” to 
Oswald and to other Marines. The War- 
ren Report says that there is no real 

“Hidel? and that it was only an alias 

invented by Oswald for his own pur- 

poses. 
Alonzo. Hudkins, reporter for the 
Houston Post: He gave the Secret Serv- 
ice information suggesting that Oswald 
-was being paid $200 a month by the 

FBI. as an informant holding assigned 

number “S172.” 
Milton Yones, bus passenger: He told 

the F.B.. that Dallas poli had 

the assassination, while driving toward 
the triple underpass, she saw a man 
walk up the grassy knoll carrying what 

appeared to be a rifle case, 
Approximately 196 people known to 

have witnessed the assassination at the 

tions as to who pointed Oswald out to 

the police, who drew a gun, whether 

Oswald tried to shoot an officer, and 
what was said by whom. The following 

witnesses present at the theatre might 

have thrown light on those matters: 
Bob Apple, insurance investigator. 

Detective Panl Bentley: He found a 

forged “Hideli” card on Oswald. Bob 

Barrett, F.B.I. agent. Jim Ewell, re- 

porter. 
Detective E. E. Taylor: He stayed be- 
hind at the theatre after the arrest to 
make a list of the names and addresses 
of the patrons. The list is not among 

_ the Commission's exhibits, 
.Police officers Baggett, Buohk, Cunning- 

bam, Lyon, Stringer, and Toney. . 

++ Oswald’s Interrogation 
Although Dallas Police Captain 

Fritz “kept no notes” or transcript of 
the. inter of Oswald, and the scene who were never d by 

the Commission. (Named in Appendix 
to Mark Lane's Rush to Judgment.) 

+. The-Tippit Shooting 
There is considerable confusion and 
contradiction.about the time that Tippit 

was shot, the description of the killer, 
the movements of the suspect, and the - 

actions of the eyewitnesses. The follow- 
ing peopte,could have given important 

information: 
T. F: Bowley, the only witness at the 

-Tippit-scene who looked: at his watch 
to check the time when:be:saw Tippit’s 
body. ‘Bowley said in an affidavit taken 
by the Dallas police that Tippit was al- 
Teady dead at 1:10 p.m., while the 

Commission says that he was shot at 

from his rooming house ‘to-East 10th 

“Street in time to kill Tippit. 
Radio-car patrolman R. C. Nelson: 

Tippit drove to central Oak Cliff, sup- 

posedly on a simultaneous instruction 
to him and Nelson. But Nelson went 
to the Depository, casting doubt on 
whether either of ‘them was really 

ordered to Oak Chiff. © 
Radi patrol BH W.'S 
He obtained a description:of the Tippit 
suspect from an unknown :bystander— 
who said that the suspect“had “black 
wavy hair,” was 5’11” ‘tall, and car- 

Tied a .32 automatic pistol. 
Marie Tippit, widow of J. D. Tippit: 

‘boarded the bus and searched the pas- 

sengers just after Oswald had debarked, 
which was before anyone noticed Os- 

wald's absence from the Depository. 
Sandra Styles, Depository office em- 

ployee: With Victoria Adams, she ran 

~ down the back stairs of the Depository 
immediately after shots were fired but 

did not ter O: 
running down at that time—nor Roy 

Troly and policeman M. L. Baker, 

supposedly running up. 

+». The Shots and 
Related Circumstances 
James Chaney, motorcycle policeman: 

He rode in the motorcade and re- 

portedly saw Governor Connally hit 

by a separate bullet after the President 
was first shot. This conflicts with the 
Commission’s single-bullet theory. 

Julia Mercer: About 75 minutes before 

She probably saw her husband about 
an hour before he was killed, when he 
came home for lunch. Also, she could 

have given information on such things 

as their unlisted phone and Tippit’s 
“work at home” in the evenings. 
Frank Wright and his wife: They lived 
across the street balf a block from.the 

spot where Tippit was killed. Mr. 
Wright heard the shots, saw a man 
standing right at Tippit's car who “ran 

as fast as he could go,” got into a small 

old grey 1950-1951 coupe, and “drove 
away as quick as you could see.” Mrs. 

Wright phoned the-police to report the 
shooting; it was her call that resulted 

in the dispatch of the ambul 
Ambulance drivers Clayton Butler and 

Eddie Kinsley were. never questioned 

either, 

-» . Oswald's: Arrest 
‘There are many unanswered ques- 

5.p-m...1f:-Bowley.-was. correct, about. 

reports submitted by Fritz and Federal 
agents (primarily from memory):were 
incomplete and: in some vital respects 
contradictory—e.g., Oswald's trip to. 

Mexico, where he was at the time of 

the shooting, and his: “Hidell” alias— 
the following persons present were not 

asked to submit reports or to testify: 

Jim Allen, former Assistant District 
Attorney; Secret Service agents Grant, 
Howard, Kunkel, -Patterson,: and 

Warner; F‘B.1. agent. Joé-Myer US. 

Marshall Robert Nash; Chick: ‘Webster, £ 
Professor‘of Law. 

... The Walker Shooting 
In addition to the’ Kennedy-Tippit 

killings, the Warren Commission also 
“convicted”, .Oswa’ f,-attempting:to 
murder ‘Genera: ‘AL ‘Walker’ in 
‘April, 1963. But they neglected to take 
testimony from: 

Walter Kirk- Coleman, a teen-age 

neighbor of General Walker,:who saw 
two men flee the scene by-car after the 

shot was heard. Oswald-could not 
drive, and the Report said he was 

alone. 

Detective Ira Van Cleave, who partici- 

pated in. the original. investigation of 

the: Walker shooting and. who told the 

‘press at that time. that the bullet had 
been: “identified as a 30.06,” which 
Tules out -Oswald’s: Carcano. rifle. 

.-. The Autopsy | 
In view of the conflicting-descriptions 

- of the wound-in the Président’s back 
by the F.B.1. and the autopsy surgeons, 
witnesses who saw the body could have 

given crucial information. 
Admiral-George Burkley, Presidential 
physician: He was in the motorcade, 

then 2t.Parkland Hospital, and later at 
the autopsy, and he received the au- 

topsy report submitted. by the path- 

ologists. 
Francis X. O'Neill, Jr., F.B.1. agent: 

He was present throughoot the autopsy 
and his description of the wound in 

the. President’s back conflicts with the 

official autopsy report. 

James W. Sibert, F.B.I. agent: Same 
as O'Neill above. 
John T. Stringer,. Jé., medical pho- 

tographer: He photographed the 

President's body. 

Fourteen other Armed Forces or Fed- 
eral officials named in the F.B.1. Re- 

port, and four funeral-home workers 
who prepared the body for burial. 

»»» The Stretcher-Butlet 
(See Planted Bullet Theory.) 

Richard E. Johnsen, Secret Service 
agent: He was handed the stretcher 

bullet by O. P. Wright, chief of per- 

sonnel, at Parkland Hospital, before 
the Presidential party departed. Wright 

‘was not called either. 

...A Possible Conspiracy 
FBI. agent Warren De Brueys: Before 
the assassination be reported on Os- 

wald’s activities in New Orleans; he 
was present at Oswald's interrogation; 

“ and he investigated allegations sug- 

gesting that Oswald expected to re- 
ceive a large sum of money. 

‘Robert Adrian Taylor, former service- 

station attendant: He claimed that Os- 
wald had given him a rifle in lieu of . 

-payment for car repairs in the Spring of 

1963, The Warren Report mistakenly 
asserts that Taylor retracted his iden- 

tification of Oswald. 
R.W. Westphal and other Dallas 

policemen prepared reports immedi- 
ately..after the assassination in which 

‘Oswald’s old Elsbeth Street address 

‘was. specified when the police had no 
known.:access to that address and al- 

“though-they claim they had no record 
of: Oswald (Continued on page 335) 

)DY THE EVIDENCE, 
‘STAGE NEW TESTS 
The Cominission’s failure to follow up , 
leads, its dependence on unrealistic 

=tests:and its omission of vital evidence 
necessitate further research, such as: 

1 Tracing and examination of the nn- 

seen autopsy photographs and X-rays. 
2 Rifle and marksmanship tests on the 
basis of a reenactment of the shots 

from the Depository, using dragged 

car and*dummies, and riflemen whose 
capabilities correspond with Oswald’s 

level. of skill. (The Warren Commis- 
sion used experts.} 
3 Tracing of the rifle obtained by 

Robert Adrian Taylor (see above) to 

determine whether the weapon was 
ever in the possession of Oswald or 

persons associated with him. 
4 Tracing of laundry tag on the jacket 
discarded near the Tippit scene (num- 

ber “B 9738”) to determine whether 
Oswald or someone else had it cleaned. 
5 Reenactment of Oswald's taxi ride, 
in a metered vehicle, to determine the 

actual time. In reenactments performed 
for the Warren Commission the esti- 
mate was progressively reduced from 

eleven to nine to six minutes. 
6 Re-anditing of the police radio log 
to make an authoritative transcript 
which would resolve the conflicts 
among the three transcripts made for 

the Warren Commission. 
7 Auditing of tapes of statements to 

the press by Parklantl Hospital doctors, 
describing the President’s wounds (tape 

of the first press conference is said to 

be “lost”). 
8 Tracing of Tippit’s clipboard, never 

requested by the Warren Commission 

although it is visible in a photograph 

of his car before it was removed from 
the scene of (Continued on page 336) 
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SHAVE LOTia! 

WHO'S AFRAID OF THE 
WARREN REPORT? 

(Continued from page 204) to ac- 
cept testimony, even though it may 
have been ambiguous, so long as it 
aided its predisposition to prove 
Oswaid the lone assassin. 

While the Commission was obvi- 
ously intent on proving there was no 
conspiracy, selecting testimony and 
evidence for their Report that par- 
ticularly suited them, the assassina- 
tion buffs have responded by being 
suspicious of éverything in which the 
Commission put credence. Through- 
out the case,-where an omission or a 
contradiction seems best explained as 

:- simple. human error, the private 
theorists loudly claim int 1 de- 

time). This finding of course would 
eut the ground out from under early 
theories that the shots came from a 
point in front of the motorcade. Mark 
Lane’s theory that the throat wound 
was an entrance wound, Thomas 
Buchanan’s theory that the shots 
came from the triple overpass, and 
the many theories based on eyewit- 
ness testimony that the shots came 
from the grassy imoll would all be 
rendered invalid by the autopsy 
findings. 

Second, the autopsy report states 
that the first bullet hit the President 
in the back of the neck and then ex- 
-ited through his throat. This led the 
Sommission to believe that the same 
bullet that exited from Kennedy’s 
neck ded to wound Connally, 

seit on: the part of the Dallas police, 
--the F.B.L, the witnesses, and the 
Commission itself. 

Most of these accusations would be 
difficult to prove without further evi- 
dence, and thus for the time being 
they are rendered moot. But from 

“the mass of such charges there has 
emerged one flagrant contradiction in 

. the Report which can be proved or 
disproved very easily. More impor- 

tant, it is a erucial contradiction 
upon which all of the other leading 
theories depend. 

This contradiction involves the one 
and only autopsy conducted on the 
President at the Bethesda (Mary- 
Jand) Naval Medical Center on the 
night of the assassination. The re- 
port of the autopsy findings, pub- 
lished by the Commission, virtually 
precluded the possibility of a second 
assassin, First, it shows that both 
bullets that hit the President came 
from behind and the general direc- 
tion of the Texas School Book De- 
pository (where Oswald was at the 

who was seated directly in front of 
the President. This finding would 

- explain the split-second time lapse 
between the first two shots. An ama- 
teur film of the assassination shows 
that both Kennedy and Connally 
were hit no more than 1.8 seconds 
apart. Yet, the bolt of the ‘murder 
rifie cannot be operated in less than 
2.8 seconds. In other words, both 
men were shot in less time than the 
rifle could be. fired twice. And this 
fact has given rise to a number of 
two-assassin theories. But if both 
men were hit by the sume bullet, as 
the autopsy report suggests, the time 
problem is resolved, and there is only 
one assassin, : 

Finally, if in fact Connally and 
Kennedy were hit by the same bullet, 
it can be deduced that all the bullet 
fragments found in the President's 
car came from the rifle of Lee Har- 
vey Oswald. Since the autopsy find- 
ings indicate that only two bullets 
hit Kennedy, and one bullet was 
found virtually intact (raising some 
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other problems), all the fragments 
toust have come from the other bul- 
let. Since some of these fragments 
matched Oswald’s rifle, the other 
fragments which were too deformed 
to be ballistically identified also must 
have come from Oswald’s rifle. The 
‘autopsy report thus leaves little 
ground for two-assassin theories. 

But the C i "s i of 

bullet hole was only a few inches 
deep, yet there was no bullet to ac- 
count for it. 

The doctors then learned that a 
bullet had been found on a stretcher 
in the Dallas hospital where Presi- 
dent Kennedy was first treated, and 
Commander Humes concluded: “The 
pattern was clear that one builet 

the ident’s back and 
the autopsy is not the only one. Two 
¥F.B.I. Summary Reports that were 

worked its way out of the body dur- 
ing external cardiac massage.” -The 

i ended about not published by the C ission give 
an alarmingly different version of the 
autopsy findings. After the P.B.L 
Reports were published in my book 
Inquest, Norman Redlich, a former 
Commission lawyer, told The New 
York Times that these Summary Re- 
ports had been deemed erroneous 

* and instead the Commission relied 
on the original F.B.I. report of the 
autopsy (known as the Sibert-O’Neill 
report), prepared by the two F.B.I. 
agents who were present at the au- 
topsy. This heretofore unpublished 
F.B.I. report was only recently made 
available to me. It gives a detailed 
description of the autopsy: 

“Upon completion .of X-rays and 
photographs, the first incision was 
made at 8:15 p.m.”: The F.B.I. re- 
port; then states that C 

eleven p.m, 
Ten months later, The Warren Re- 

port described autopsy findings en- 
tirely’ different from those reported 
by the F.B.I. Now, in the Report, 
there was no wound “below the shoul- 
ders.” Instead, there was a wound 
in the back of the neck, Rather than 
barely penetrating the skin, the bul- 
let had gone clean through the neck 
and exited through the throat. The 
‘Warren Report states these conclu- 

_ Sions were reached during the autop- 
sy, the same autopsy that the F.B.I. 
report described. How can two such 
accounts, diametrically opposed to 
one another, be reconciled? 

Former Commission lawyers have 
recently explained that at the time 
of the the doctors were not 

J Humes, the chief autopsy sur- 
geon, made a detailed examination of 
the head wound to determine the 
exact path of the bullet. Only later, 
in “the latter stages of. autopsy,” 
did C der Humes. d the 
wound in the President’s back. It 
was, according to the F.B.1. report, 
“below the shoulders.” In probing 
the wound, Humes found that the 
bullet had barely penetrated the skin 
‘Smasmuch as the end of the opening 
could ‘be felt with the finger.” The 
autopsy surgeons were puzzled. The 

* 

‘aware of the wound in the Presi- 
dent’s throat. The outlines of this 
wound had been obliterated by a 
tracheotomy performed earlier in the 
day in Dallas. Learning of the throat 
wound the next day, the autopsy 
doctors changed their opinion and 
deduced ‘that the bullet exited 
through the throat. This would 
seem to explain why a bullet that 
was first thought to have penetrated 
the back only e distance of a few 
inches was later thought to have 
passed entirely through the body. 

Foolish woman, to think she could compete with that 

smooth flaked Cavendish mixture...the world’s only pipe 

tobacce cured with. golden Tokay wine, the drink of 

Emperors. What aroma! What Imperial richness! So she 
was still down there grovelling...this haughty Baroness. ‘Name 

Pah! There was an old Ruritanian saying... ‘When you’ ve Add 

seen one Baroness you’ ve seen them all.’ 

Sirs, I want to try your fantastic wine- 
cured Tokay tobacco. Put me in touch 
‘with my. nearest Tokay stockist at 
once—or you shall fee! the edge of 
“my sword. 

Princely, Ruritanian Tokay rive yb is now lly imported from Pocket pouch Sic: alsein 
" mediumand large size tins, : Europe by A. Oppenheimer & Co.'Inc., 230 West Passaic St., Maywood, New 

Jersey, U.S.A. Lf you'd like:to-try Tokay, or perhaps share it with some 
friends this Christmas—and can’t find it locally—why not give your tobacco 
“man our address, or clip this coupon and post it straight to us, 
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But it begs the question of how a 
wound below the shoulder became a 
wound in the back of the neck. Ob- 
viously, no amount. of additional in- 
formation about the throat wound 
could alter the location of the back 
wound. And this is the crucial con- 
tradiction. 

Nor can it be dismissed as irrele- 
vant, It is true, as former Commis- 
sion lawyers now point out, that an 
investigation of a subject as complex 
as the Kennedy assassination is 
bound to have a few “loose ends.” 
But the contradiction. between the 
F.B.I. and Commission account of the 

is, more than just 2 

"misses it) simply.as an F.B.I, error. 
But the fact is that other evidence 
seems to corroborate the F.B.I. ver- 
sion. A diagram of the President’s 
body, prepared “by Commander 
Humes during the autopsy, very 
clearly shows the wound to be below 
the shoulder. The other autopsy sur- 
geon, Lieutenant Colonel Pierre 
Finck, was quoted by a Secret Service 
agent as saying: “There are no lanes _ 
for an outiet of this. entry in this 
man’s, shoulder.” Another Secret 
Service. agent, who was. called in 
after the autopsy for the express pur-" - 
pose of viewing the President’s body, 
later testified that he observed the 
back wound to be “about six inches 
below the neckline.” F.BI. photo- 
graphs. taken of the President’s 
shirt and jacket ‘(which were, never 

d by the C ‘show 
“the. bullet hole to be about six inches 
below the top of the collar of both 
shirt and jacket, a position which cor- 
responds with the F.B.L.’s assertion 
of a: wound “below the shoulders.” 

“loose end.” It is crucial to the ques- 
tion of whether or not Oswald acted 
alone. For if the bullet did hit the 
President below the shoulders, it 
could not have exited through the 
throat and continued. on to wound 
Governor Connally. This is because 

-the bullet was traveling downward 
and was undeflected. If the F.B.I. re- 
port is accurate, President Kennedy 
‘and Governor Connally were hit by 
two different bullets which, in turn, 
gives. grounds for theories of a second 
assassin. 

Perhaps this is why the publication. 
of the F.B.I. Summary Reports and 
photographs in my book precipitated 
a good deal of debate and wrangling 
over the contradiction in the autopsy 
findings. In Look magazine, Fletcher 
Knebel attempted to prove that the 
F.B.E. did not receive a copy of the 
official autopsy findings until after 
its Summary Reports were published. 
He stated that Treasury Department 
records show that the Secret Service 
sent. the autopsy report to the F.B-I. 

b 

Perhaps all this evidence of a 
und below the shoulder is only a 
mge series of random .coinci- 
ces. But. so long as these other 

iscrepancies stand, the. contradic- 
tion, cannot be-discounted merely as 
an“F.B.L. error.” 

on D 23,1963. Hi , Pro- 
fessor Richard Popkin countered in 
The New York Review of Books that 
Knebel inadvertently had proved that 
the F.B.1. did have the autopsy re- 
port. in hand when its final summary 
report was prepared on January 13, 
1964 (a fact Knebel apparently 
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missed). Newsweek suggested that 
Kennedy “might have been bent for- 
ward enough” to place the back 
wound higher than the throat wound. 
But Life’s film of the assassination 
indicated that the President was 
seated erect at the time of the shot. 
And Philadelphia District Attorney 
Arlen Specter, a former Commission 
lawyer, attempted to demonstrate to 
the Greater Philadelphia Magazine 
how a shirt could rise high enough on 
the neck so that a bullet hole about 
six inches below the top of the collar 
would be consistent with a neck 
wound, The interviewer was -not, 
however, fully convinced: since it ap- 
peared that this feat would require 
doubling over a portion of the shirt— 
and there was only one bullet hole in 
the back of the President’s shirt. 

Throughout the debate, the F.B.1. 
has remained coyly ambiguous. It 
told The Washington Post that its 
December 9 Summary Report was 
“based on the medical evidence at 
that time.” But it told the Los An- 
geles Times that the F.B.I. report | 
was wrong when it said that there 
was “no point of exit” for the bullet, 
explaining “F.B.[. agents were not. 
doctors, but merely quoting doctors.” 
To The New York Times and other | 
papers, the F.B.I. declined comment. 

The great irony of the controversy 
is that it can be settled decisively by 
available evidence that neither the 
Commission nor its critics have seen. 
Color photographs, taken during the 
autopsy, would show exactly where 
the bullet entered the President's 

- back, whether it was below the shoul- 
ders, as F:B.I. reports claim, or in 
the back of the neck, as the Commis- 
sion’s autopsy report claims. After 
the antopsy, these photographs were 
turned over undeveloped to the Pro- 
tective Research Section of the Se- 
cret Service. What, happened to the 

hs. after mot defi- 
‘Commission law- 

yers believe’that ‘they were'ziven to 
the Kermedy family, others believe 
that they remained with the Secret 
Service or White House. In any case, 
the Commission never received either 
the autopsy photographs or X-rays. 
Not that Commission lawyers did 
not try to obtain them: Arlen Specter 
reportedly was on the verge of tears 
when he found out that they were not 
to be requested by the chairman. 

The whereabouts of these photo- 
graphs and X-rays has remained a 
mystery. Newsweek recently reported 
that 2 two-month inquiry by its staff 
“failed to turn up a single govern- 
ment official who can, or will, give a 
simple answer to the question: 
‘Where are the Kennedy autopsy 
pictures?’ ” . 

Moreover, it is not known whether 
the autopsy photographs were ever 
developed. Undeveloped color film 
tends to lose detail and decompose in 
about five years. ree years have 
already el: e phs 
fade or are Someheve accidentally 
destroyed, the opportunity to resolve 
the contradiction will be lost forever. 
What is ascertainable today may be- 
come a moot point in the near future. 
What is to be done? The Commis- 

sion’s ii igation of the 
-tion of President Kennedy cannot be 
considered complete so long as the 
contradiction in the autopsy findings 
remains unresolved. By viewing the 
photographs, the contradiction can 
be resolved once and for all time. if 
they show the wound to be in the 
back of the neck, then there can be 
no further doubt as to the accuracy 
and authenticity of the autopsy re- 
port. Theories of a second assassin, 
evolving out of the contradiction, 
would be quashed. And virtually all 
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duced of the lation would be 
at least among thinking people, to 
groundless banter. 

There is another possibility. The 
photographs might show the bullet 
wound to be below the shoulders. If 
this were the case, the Commission 
(or another fact-finding body) would 
have very serious unfinished business 
to attend to. 

Already, the conspiracy theories 
are proliferating at an alarming 
rate. As the following Primer shows, 
doubts about the authenticity of the 

- autopsy report are at the root of all 
the two-assassin theories. The as- 
sumption, either explicit or implicit, 
that the autopsy report was changed . 
makes tenable the theories that-hold 
that a shot came from in front of the 
President’s car. This in turn leads to 
theories of suppressed and planted 
evidence, which in turn implicates the 
authorities and other important fig- 
ures in the conspiracy. Finally, there 
come theories speculating on the. 
forces behind the conspiracy to kill 
Kennedy, some of which go so far as 
to accuse those with power to sup- 
press evidence. +t 

A PRIMER OF 
ASSASSINATION THEORIES 

(Continued from page 210) Cuban 
visa. (Castro notes that Oswald had 
no reason to go to Cuba. If Oswald 
wanted to go to Russia, as he claimed, 
it was shorter and easier to go via 
Europe.) 

After. the assassination, the plan 
called for Oswald to disappear. Evi- 
dence planted at the scene would 
identify Oswald as the assassin, and - 
Oswald’s pre-assassination activities 
and other planted clues would lead to 
the conclusion that Oswald had fled 
to Cuba. This, in turn, might serve as 
a pretext for an American invasion 
of Cuba. 

. There is some later evidence which 
fits in very neatly with the Castro 
thesis. 

1. On September 26, just before 
Oswald’s trip to the Cuban Embassy 

“sin Mexico, Mrs. Sylvia Odio, a Cuban 
Refugee leader, claims that three 
men visited her in Dallas. Two were 
Latins, possibly Cubans, the third 
was American. The American was 
called “Leon Oswald.” After the 
assassination Mrs. Odio as well as 
her sister definitely identified this 
man as Lee Harvey Oswald. The 
three men said that they had just 
come from New Orleans (the Com- 
mission established Oswald left New 
Orleans about September 25) and 
were about to take a trip. They 
wanted backing for some violent anti- 
Castro activities, but Mrs. Odio sus- 
pected that. they might in fact be 
Castro agents. The next day one of 
the Latins called Mrs. Odio and told 
her that Oswald was “kind of nuts” 
and that he had said Kennedy should 
have been assassinated after the Bay 

of Pigs, and that “it is so easy to do 
it.” Thus, Oswald established himself 
as a potential assassin traveling with 
two Cubans. 

2. Two days before the assassina- 
tion, three people spoke to Wayne 
January, manager of Red Bird air- 
port in Dallas, about renting a plane. 
They told him they wanted to be 
flown to Yucatan Peninsula on No- 
vember 22. After the assassination, 
January told the F.B.I. that he was 
convinced that one of the three per- 
sons was Oswald. January later said 
that he suspected the threesome 
might want to hijack his plane and 
go to Cuba, and thus decided not to 
rent them the plane. 

3. Shortly after the assassination,



there were literally dozens of allega- 
tions and “tips” that Oswald was 
elosely connected with ‘the Cubans. 
For example, one Latin American 
free-lance intelligence agent claimed 
that he saw Oswald receive $6,500 
for the purpose of assassinating Ken- 
nedy. (The Commission found these 
allegations to be false.) However, if 
Oswald escaped and disappeared, 
these tips might very well have fed 
suspicion that Oswald was in Cuba. 

31. CRYSTAL BALL THEORY 

Proponent: Jeane Dixon. 
In December, 1963, prophetess Jeane 
Dixon “got psychically” an inside line 
on the assassination. “As I interpret- 
my symbols,” she wrote, “Fidel Cas- 
tro believed that President Kennedy 
and Premier Khrushchev had gotten 
together on a plan to eliminate him 
and replace him with someone more 
acceptable to the United States and 
the U.N. Castro, in his conniving 
way, therefore arranged for the as- 
sassination of John F. Kennedy. Lee 
Harvey Oswald was the triggerman, 
put there were other people involved 
in the plot.” 

32, MAFIA THEORY 

Proponent: Serge Groussard. 
In a series of articles in L'Aurore, 
Groussard offers the theory that Ken- 
nedy was assassinated in order to 
forestall a planned crackdown on or- 
ganized crime. The “Al Capone gang” 
in Chicago ordered Ruby to set up 
the assassination. Ruby then sent 
Oswald (who was in his debt) to 
Mexico to visit the underworld’s own 
plastic surgery clinic and other es- 
eape facilities; and Oswald agreed to 

- ‘be the rifleman. Tippit was supposed 
to drive Oswald out of Dallas, but 
when he learned that Oswald was the 
assassin he tried to arrest him and 
Oswald killed him. Ruby then had to 
finish the job personally. 

33.:JUNTA THEORY 

Proponent: M.S. Arnoni. 
The editor of The Minority of One 
envisions a “titanic power struggle” 
in the U.S. Government. He postu- 
lates. that the insurrectionist forces 
included the C.I.A., the Air Force, 
relevant defense contractors, and a 
number of congressmen and that the 
Junta’s leaders were high-ranking 
Air Force and Navy officers. The 
object: was to deliver the U.S. into 
the hands of a “military-industrial . : 
cabal.’ 

Because. President Kennedy at- 
tempted to oppose this Junta, he had: 
to-be.eliminated. His fate was sealed. | 
when he signed the Nuclear Test Ban: 
Treaty in 1963——which he, according., 
to this theory, “signed in his own: 
bleod.” 

34. RED EXECUTION: THEORY” 

Proponent: Revilo P. Oliver. 
Professor Oliver, in an article for. the i 
John Birch Society magazine, ad- 
vanced the theory that Moscow or-. 
dered Oswald to assassinate Ken- 
nedy. It seems that Kennedy was | 
threatening to desert the Communists 
and “turn American.” But the Presi- 
dent’s aides persuaded him to go to 
Dallas where he was “executed.” 
» Although the assassin’s accom- 
plices escaped, Oswald himself was 
‘apprehended by. dint of the heroic 
action of J. D. Tippit, and so it be- 
came necessary that “Jakob Ruben- 
stein” eliminate Oswald. 

35. EVIL-FORCES THEORY 
Proponent: Ousman Ba, Foreign 
Minister of Mali. 
Ba charged in the United Nations 
Security Council that “Kennedy’s as- 
sassination, the murder of Patrice 
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Lumumba and Dag Hammarskjéld’s 
death were all the work of forces that 
were behind the recent U.S.-Belgian 
rescue operation in the Congo.” Ba’ 
did not elaborate. 

NOTES FOR A NEW 
INVESTIGATION: 
CALL THE IMPORTANT 
WITNESSES NOT HEARD 
BY THE COMMISSION 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

In Canada: R. & H. Products, Ltd. 
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(Continued from middle of fourth 
column, page 211) before November 
22, 1963. 

Information About Jack Ruby 

LT. GEORGE BUTLER: He was present 
when Ruby murdered Oswald, and he 
gave contradictory information to.the 
F.B.I. and to the press about Ruby’s 
past criminal associations and activi- 
ties. 
WANDA JOYCE KILLAM, waitress at 
Ruby’s Carousel Club: Her husband, 
Hank Killam, was a friend of Os-. 
wald’s fellow-roomer on Beckley 
Street, John Carter. Killam ‘was 
found dead in Florida, his throat cut, 
in March, 1964. 
RAY | RUSHING, evangelist: He at-. 
tempted to see Oswald on Sunday 
morning and says that he rode up in 
the police elevator with Jack Ruby at 
nine-thirty a.m. when, according to 
the Commission, Ruby was at. home. 

Names Unknown 

About ten or more witnesses present 
at the Texas Theatre when Oswald 
was arrested, named on a list com- 
piled by detective E. E. Taylor. 

Caterer at the Depository, who sold 
Tunches to employees and might have. 
sold lunch to Oswald on the day of the 
assassination or on other occasions. 

‘No. 279 (Unknown)” who, accord. 

near the Tippit scene, although The: 
‘Warren Report credits Captain © 
Westbrook with the discovery. t 

Post-office employees at the main of- 
fice, where Oswald maintained P. O., 
Box 2915, who were not questioned 
about specific records or recollections. | 
of the delivery of packages addressed. 
to “A. Hidell” containing the rifle 
and the revolver, 

Inmates, County Jail, who were per- 
mitted to watch the motorcade from: 
a window and may have observed’ 
significant happenings at the sixth~ 
floor window or other Depository: 
windows. 

Gunsmiths, Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds and Klein’s Sporting Goods, 
Ine., concerning the opinion by the 
Aberdeen gunsmith that the scope on 
the assassination rifle “was. installed 
as if for a left-handed man” (Oswald 
was right-handed). 

Witnesses we could have done 
without 

Mrs. Anne Boudreaux knew a woman. 
who had been Oswald’s baby-sitter 
for two weeks when he was two-and- 
a-lalf years old, but never lmew Os- 
wald or his mother (four pages of 

‘ testimony). 

Mrs. Viola Peterman was a neighbor 
of Marguerite Oswald in 1941,.when 
Lee was “a good little child” of two 
years, but she hadn’t seen or heard 
from the Oswalds for twenty-three. 
years (seven pages). 

Professor Revilo Pendleton Oliver 
called’ to diseuss his article “Marx- 
manship in Dallas,” spent thirty-five 
pages proving he had no information. 
to contribute to any aspect of the 
investigation. 
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RESTUDY THE EVIDENCE, 
‘STAGE NEW TESTS. 
(Continued from end of fourth col- 
umn, page 211) the shooting. — 
9, Scrutiny of all test bullets fired in 
the wound-ballistics experiments 
with human cadavers, goats, and 
gelatin blocks (260 rounds of ammu- 
nition were obtained for use in those 
tests but only two of the test bullets 
are shown by the Warren Commis- 
sion for comparison with the stretch- 
er bullet). 

10. Examination of all unpublished 
films and photographs of the assas- 
sination (ie., the missing Zapruder 
frames; the Moorman Bostograph 

the D ie 
Betzner photos showing the “tence 
area on the grassy Imoll; the Robert 
Hughes film showing the sixth-floor 
window; the Ralph Simpson film). 
11. Invi i 
and ultimate disappearance of the 
Stemmons Freeway sign which ob- 
scured the President from Zapruder’s 
camera for ‘some fifteen frames of 
the film—of vital importance to the 
“Traffie-Sign Theory.” 
12. Tests of authenticity of the palm 
print lifted from the rifle barrel. 

18. Examination .of all withheld 
F.B.I. and Secret Service reports of 
interviews with witnesses, including 
Parkland Hospital personnel (some 
thirty interviews with the doctors 
and others, none of which is pub- 
lished inthe Exhibits). 
14. Examination of all transcripts of 
off-the-record passages of testimony. 

15. Neutron activation analysis of the 
bullet fragment removed from Gov- 
éfrior Connally’s wrist and also of the 

+ found on the stretcher (exhibit 
This will determine once 
1? the’ str 

«from: page ya 
ere behind the lodge, Shere, oblivi- 

ous, my friends the skiing family are 
no doubt joining in on Bavarian folk 
songs with a few overseas experts on 
the parallel christie—a term I picked 
up earlier from Jeff. But I am get- 
ting nowhere with this other skier 
who is taking such a big interest in 
me. He has an armband identifying 
him as “Ski Patrol.” So have his 
friends. Odd I didn’t notice it sooner. 
He is still waiting. He is very pa- 
tient. Maybe he will want to talk 
some more—it must get lonely up 
here, patrolling these vast white 
stretches. “Your friends look like 
good skiers,” I suggest. 
“What do you think you’re doing, 

Mac?. It’s five o’clock. The slope is 
closed. Get it?” 

He’s a little dictator—thinks it’s 
his mountain, he can close it. “I’m 
leaving,” I say. He gives me a new 
look. Maybe he’s going to give me a 
ticket. But no. I’ve got him worried 
now. 
“You in some kind of trouble?” he 

as) 
“No, Tm fine. You go ahead. Don’t 

wait for me.” 
“We'll wait. That’s the rules. You 

go first. See? Then we come af 
“Then you come after.” 

-. “Right! We come after!” 
I want to get it. straight. “So I go 

: first, 7” I say. The patrolman nods. 

empty air. 
I lurch from side to side, : 

of the ri itioning | 

. “ON Rope, Hair Groom, Dead 
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my eyes free of tears and crash into 

a soft snowbank. It is a restful 
world, perfectly satisfactory for a 
night’s stay. I’serape the snow from - 
my face and look out. There they 

|. are, the five of them, in their neat 
row, watching me. This time ‘their 
leader stays with them. I get up and 
move shakily off again. There is a 
Jong straight trough where I reach 
the speed of a Greyhound bus, and 
then the banked curve and the silent, 
slamming explosion of snow all 
around, joints and back and neck 
wrenched—I am a rubber doll. Up 
again—my faithful friends are still 
with me, little as I deserve them, fiy- 
ing along as they do, to the scene of 
each fall, always keeping a cireum- 
spect distance from me. Maybe their 
leader has used up all his small talk. 
If they would go away, I would be 
all right. Just burrow into the snow 
—-what’s so horrible about freezing 
to death? You just go off to sleep, 
have a peaceful dream, .and poof. 
Sounds okay to me. 

The wobbly poles prop me up. 
Again I’m falling, pressing my skis 
into a dip in the trail, and then flail- 
ing arms and legs as I skid crabwise 
on my stomach down an icy hill, one 
ski loose, making its way home alone. 
If I lose the skis, I’m cooked. The 
guys in red will have to carry me 
home. They would refuse; they would 
shoot me .instead. The honorable 
thing. They can't leave me buried in 
the snow, hollering down the moun- 

| tainside in the moonlight, waking 
the light. sleepers in the lodge. I’ve 
come halfway—I decide I won’t be 
carried or shot. Seal-like. I crawl 
across the ice to :retrieve.my ski, 
caught-in a:bush. J replace.my foot 
in-it, stand, and dive off. once-more- 
I-am -becoming numb.-to- the. whole. bust - . 

the: -bhie .smoke: from.-the: chimney? 
Another runj.and:smack down:on the 
back of:the:-head:-with.a smart crack, 
How did that happen? Steady, now, 
a-steady push on the poles, and up 
‘we go—what’s wrong with the poles, 
they. aren’t working? The.arms aren’t 
‘working. How about just forgetting 

| it, eh? ‘The whole thing, skip it, But 
the ski patrol is right there watch- 
ing, five red sweaters, one, two, three, 
four, five. They are here to protect 
me. They are here because they love 
me. They are here to make sure 
nothing happens to me. 

Up and off again. Swoosh followed 
by five synchronized ski-patrol 
swooshes, Thump-crash, and then 
five wordless ski-patrol brakings and 
stoppings, five pairs of ski-patrol 
eyes betraying no comment. Up and 
off, swoosh and crash. A rubber doll, 
a rubber doll. At the béttom, I make 
the final short run without falling 
and come to a stop in a draw. My 
escort charges past without a cheer, 
without a farewell giance, the patrol 
girl rocketing over that last icy 
stretch on one ski. Then they’re all 
out of sight behind the lodge. . 

I remove the skis and limp inside. 
Sure enough, there’s the family by 
the fireplace in a great cheery clump. 
Jeff turns, sees me, and cries, “What 
took you so long?” +H 

“WHERE-TO-BUY-IT?” 

Turn to page 333. 


