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Can it be that Lee Harvey Oswald, surely the most in- . 
“tensely studied murderer in history, was, in fact,.a very 
different man than we have been led to believe? . ©. % ).”! 

i Edward Jay. Epstein, a long time critic of the. Warren 
° Commission with a reputation as a-‘moderaté conspiracist, 
«suggests this intriguing possibility in his latest book. °°." 

. .. Far from being an habitual loner, Epstein’s Oswald is a _ 
“man who. could do nothing without éxternal direction. He’. 
‘did not decide by himself to defect to.the Soviet Union but -_ 

~aawas recruited by Soviet agents while he served in the Far 

ture from‘the Soviet Union. Epstein suggests that a EGA 
coaching him/on board the: 

spy langu age is:a cover and Epstein. 
. {points out that Oswald’s legend, which the Warren Com-..’ 
“mussion accepted, was a perfect cover for his re-defection 
to the United States and for his-subsequent spying. If 

: -faught, he could always appear to be a lonely nut, absolvy-’ 
ing his bosses. Indeed, the Russians were so-intent- upon. - 
maintaining this legend after the assassination that they.. § 

“sent over a fake KGB defector who.claimed to have beenin« "2 
“personal charge of the Oswald case in Russia and -con- 
““tirraed to the CIA and. FBI that Oswald had been a pain in 
‘the neck who had given no secrets.and.whom the Russians. =~” 
“were glad to be rid OF th : Er a Se the Ww. ee _ in ——— 

"Tt show e stressed that Epstein now accepts the:War-.. ..., ss ; ; ao 
‘ren Commission’s finding that Oswald was-the lone-..:, LEGEND: THE SECRET WORLD OF LEE ©... 
cassassin. and even says he accepts what he calls the “cir-.. . HARVEY OSWALD, by Edward Jay Epstein. Read-*~ | 
cumstantial’’ evidence that Oswald conceived and planned... €t’s Digest Press/McGraw-Hill Book Company. $12.95. 

.the shooting alone. However he does:not even summarize “ _: The controversial book is reviewed today from two per- ".. 
“this circumstantial evidence and the pages on Oswald’s ac-.- °;-Spectives: David Wise writes frequently about intelli-. 
‘tivities just prior to the killing are sprinkled with old:con- ence agencies. His most recent book is “The American’ 

'»spiratorial insinuations which Epsteim makes no effort to. -~...-Police State.”’ Jacob Cohen is an associate professor of 
‘elucidate or clear up. Amazingly, he says absolutely noth- ..- American Studies at Brandeis University: His book, 
_dng about how.and why his. rational spy turned into a lone. _ ““Conspiragl Fever,” will be published this fal. : 

aetna 5 meleten 3 aoe Dane 28S Ps we RY



-aurdi** Continued from Page 1 
involving Russia in an: incident! - But one doesn’t have to be a handwriting expert to sed! _ mmurdérer who would risk me Nite ao x ; _ signs of Oswald’s.troubled state in his writing. Hi | which could have had catastrophic consequences. I would; ing, for one thing. is almost subversively mee ia ie tot - guess, therefore, that most readers of this book will leave! - taces” for acquaintances, “‘yonuge” for young, “beanre’| ~ _ At with the strong impression that the man who could doj for bureau — bespeaking, among other things, a fierce re- - nothing alone did not kill the President alone either.’ aeaaeee -. - sistence to the authority of language. What could have .._,< How could we have been so-wrong about the. past and,| motivated Epstein, who has Oswald submitting docilely to “Fnore than that, the character of a man.who hasbeenas} =. Soviet authority, to have corrected all of Oswald’s spelling| -- relentlessly scrutinized. as Oswald? Supported by/an “al-i errors in his direct quotations? «33: en SY “most unlimited budget’? which was supplied by’the- Read- _. | Slowed down and examined frame by frame, the film of ners Digest, and aided by'a-team of researchers, Epstein] _ Oswald which Epstein flashes before his reader turns out. ‘claims to have turned up important-new data. However, ___. to be a patchwork of flimsy insinuations which go against. students of the case will be struck by how little new infor- the commonest sense. - or en ee '. amation he has uncovered -and how’ cleverly he has a oe oe : ~ oo ~“‘prejected, as his own, material which‘ is already in- the; 

_ “Warren Report and other works. Although the book: gives}. 
'_ the outward appearance of thorough documentation; any- 
- “sone who carefully studies Epstein’s footnotes will find little 
help in locating the verifiable sources for his. most impor- 
tant factual assertions. \jy27 20°28 ee 

"BUT MORE SERIOUS: in several instances Epstein has vas se a7 Has frequently attributed tthe Warten Comercio, But the. Where gana Epstein makes a good deal of that,| ‘has frequ a n Commission...) - . : ; Hy oe : Consider, or example; his sensational contention that! _ made contact with communists-in the Far East and that} Oswald's handwritten “‘Historic‘Diary” is not an accurate, . _ they may have influenced his decision to defect. The Com- day-by-day account of a. despairing man’s growing disillu-, mission simply found no evidence of recruitment, nor has’ _ Sionment with Russia; as suggested in the Warren Report,; Epstein. the Ruséiar ha eb _ i - das to hal putz “ ‘Bostain notes tend: anutactured under Soviet direction, Would the Russians have heen so stupid as tp have put . “which prove that it was composed well after the indicated, os wald home and have him spend hours coaching him in] his . “handwriting establishes Heat te geo aysis of Oswald's. communist organizations immediately sivet hie ree cs or two sittings, referring in his footnotes to the work ofone:. .—the. United States openly referring to himself as a savvy. “"Phea Stein Lewinson, a graphologist..- 20-0 se operative? Could he have supposed that his letters to'the ' "Now it should immediately: be noted that Epstein has! _ - Soviet embassy, in which he openly refers to his contact; 
aistepresented the Warren Commission which did not the FBI or Clan ay ining fot have been intercepted by ae Appendix XII to. the Warren Report states clearly that. - conspicuously identified himself. as a. pro-Castro. anti- “the early entries..(in the Historic-Diary) were. written Fee can and referr ed to himself as a possible spy to per-| - “4 : ¢ ” tea . s re nO : o. ce wt - -uBpstein's view thatthe Beene oes created a legend tor ’ Epstein says that Oswald may have given the Soviets ; iswald but the Commission’s.as well; after all, what is an! Classified fata while working, at the minimum wage, in af’ | “Historic Diary” which is carefully printed and not writ-, . - . Oren Ete vohnts awe that Oswa et wwe x One wo Ma 
“Fashioned les en a written. te at ote the Com mission: with “microdot” next to the address of the lab, a reference no. a faturene a dees in aes 0 quote the ~OPATRISSIOBs. WHE a doubt to the familiar espionage technique whereby data is, -One would never guess it from reading Epstein, but the photographically compressed to the size of a dot before: Commission’s Oswald was an inveterate creator of docu- reine Pased on: But swald se. openly discussed be: 
eit ted legends for himself, a one-man KGB: Oswald, the spy? — and the Warren Report leaves.no doubt that he ob-; istHusioned lover of Russia; Oswald, the effective pro- tained his low-level iob P iy through the efforts of the: Castro organizer; Oswald, the meticuldusly patient would:| , __—falned his low-level job entirely through the efforts of the be a hecan of righ tenger Edwin Walker. fis, Russian have been under Russian control. Furthermore, Epstein’s too and a hulle ewes her telat the Warren. etl shameless insinuation that the classified lists of map locas mission about a scrapb 4 ; ati ._ - tions which the lab was photographing were actual y lists: : PP pbook Oswald collected documentin B '-- Of spy plane targets — a leap of fancy which gets Oswald! pach step of his P lan to assassinate Walke ry and, W, verify : back into the old U-2 business — is offered, like most of his! . home: we pave P ictures: whi en ° a ker may-have-beens, without any evidence whatsoever..-.. 
ne s recor er OF COURSE, there is no way finally to disprove a may+." . $0: THE ISSUE is not, as Epstein suggests, whether Os-\- have-been and-indeed. most of the may-have-beens which, .. ‘wald’s version of his life in Russia or anywhere is partly Epstein develops. have been the subject of official and pris ‘legendary, (the Sor on pis left wrist from the Suicide | vate speculation since well before the assassination. ; N Ld seems reai enough) but whether he was coached inhisteg-|- After Oswald. defected to Russia in-1959, the Navy ‘end by the Russians. Tg be ee, oe . investigated the possibility that he had been recruited by! - Nonetheless, I got curious about‘Epstein’s graphologist,t . the Russians, concluding that he had not. At that time asi ‘Thea Lewinson, and.contacted her. A graphologist, she ex- well, the FBI recordéd its reasonable suspicion. that Os-i plained, is not a handwriting expert, but an interpreter of wald might be-an agent and might return to this country; “psychology through handwriting. She generously sent me under false pretences. Sk as as (and I shall now guote from) :some of the materials she In his book, Francis Gary Powers expresses the suspi- says she fabmitted to Epstein which develop her analysis cion that Oswald’s information led to : ne downing of is 

0: Oswald’s mental state while in Russia: “‘Apparen y the plane but we now know that it was not Oswald’s possit ‘writer of these letters -was .subject to strong changing information (altitude and flight characteristics) which moods and intense fluctuating emotions causéd by a basic enabled the Russians to shoot down the U-2 but rather an instability in the personality makeup. .. . (E)motional improved missile capability. -- ee Intensity (kept) this individual in a state of unrelieved sus- P When Oswald applied for readmission to the US thet pense, Similar to a catatonic state.” °° --. wee tate Department was wary; and when Nosenko defec ed, |. The Oswald which Lewinson perceives in his Russian} | - , bringing confirmation of the official version of Oswald's writings was a man who could only learn what appealed to, Russian period, elements in the CIA’s eounter-intelligence | “him, a sloppy worker, unrealistic, inconsistent, unable “to staff were suspicious that Nosenko was a so-called disin- 

“orders for very tong, who “tieguenly missersetved se CIA eventually came to believe Nosonito one man pars, ‘orde ng, ‘frequently misper f anc : eventually came eli * in pars). misinterpreted his environment.” A most unlikely candi- ticular, James Angleton, its former head of. counter-intelli= date as a Soviet operative: One wonders what Epstein: 
‘would have said if the Warren Commission had. so egre- giously suppressed the complete opinions of one of its own! 
--OXDerts.. we Fg Jb gah heb hae) fia land faut ele!



“te 

.gence (who was. removed in 1974.after his involvement’ in: 
“the CIA’s notorious ‘Operation Chaos” surfaced), has 

. carried his suspicions to the point of obsession... . ook 
"cc, AHBleton seems to have been Epstein’s principal source. 

he-author treats him almost reverentially. However, con:| 
vary to the implication. in this book, Angleton. had. been 
leaking his, suspicions to journalists and congressional! _commniiftees:long’ before he met /Epstein®conspiracists” 

° pave beentalking‘about him and his views’on“Nosenko-for | 

edward Jay Epstein, whe has been'a-profound observer!: 
f how the press is used to plant. misinformation, ‘should 
ave been more suspicious of the motives of a defeated bu- 

- " reaucrat, Not that there-isn’t something to be: said. for] 
" Angleton’s position or for the other suspicions. which Ep- 
: Stein has. resurrected.. There is; and Epstein has said it’ 

- welt, But there-is something to be said for the other side as; 
- well, Which remains unexamine et: all; there-is 
only one truth in the matter. : hres! ot 

: ONE. OF THE defining. characteristics: of the-political . 
- paranoid is that he takes an- atmosphere of suspicion as: 

- proof of his own suspicions. Students of.McCarthyism will} 
: recognize the phenomenon. If Epstein-has given-us nothing; - 
-new about Oswald, he-has brilliantly evoked the workaday’ 
-Suspicions, the savage bureaucratic’ competitions whichi 
ensued upon the. assassination; and, yes, the indubitable: 
“coverups which spot.the record of the Kennedy assassina-! .. . 

. ‘tion, No doubt, after the. shooting,. government agencies, — 
“which are habitually terrified of: hindsight-judgments, 
“ moved to obscure their prior suspicions of Oswald out of; 

'. fear that they would be accused of insufficient caution. 
(But let it be understood that none were suspicious that he: - 

iwas.a likely killer. oe et ieee AE ORES 
- No doubt, too, thatthe Warren Commission was ‘misled: 

.. “and, in a few instances, warned off leads which would lead: 
them to secret intelligence operations — not to speak of in= 

Sights into the bureaucratic morass which Epstein has! 
.uncovered, This too can be made'to seem suspicious. Pil-} . 

ng suspicion upon suspicion produces -- what. else? — 
uspicion. UR 2 teat 

voc” But ne answers. No reality. Canany. serious 
‘really expect the Warren Commission to have aired these: 
matters which, in light. of all that. the. Commission knew; 
about Oswald and his crime, were irrelevant to the presi-} 
‘dent’s death? SO OT 
*. Lee ‘Harvey Oswald shot Kennedy: froma building” ini 

_.. which he worked. He obtained the job’ nearly a-month be-| 
fore decisions were made which, brought-the President to 
his very doorstep. The circumstances of his getting the job 
have been studied thoroughly’and ‘are. entirely-innocent. 
Nor’-can Kenneth .O’Donnell;’ whose’ decision - brought 
‘Kennedy to the Texas Book Depository’Building,.be sus! 
pected of having sent his friend to his assassin: This:is only’ 

-@ smattering of the circumstantial evidence-discouraging! 
“theories of conspiracy which Epstein never discusse ; 

.. AND WHAT ABOUT the assassin? For years, conspira-' 
cists Knowing how the real-life Oswald defeats any notion® 
“of larger conspiracy: have-postulated the existence: of sec~' 

... ond Oswalds, exact look-alikes: One-recent’-book; ‘“‘The-| 
. Oswald File,’”’ by Michael. Eddowes, argues that the reak 
Oswald disappeared in Russia, replaced by an exact look~ 
«alike, sound-alike, remember-alike,. who returned: in. his 

- place, convinced his: family- that he was the old Lee, andj. 
then killed Kennedy. on orders. from Khrushchev. :Accord- 
ing to Eddowes the Americans were supposed to learn that: 
the Communists were behind it,.which is why the fake Os- ; 
“wald dropped so many clues. about his affections -for - 
communism. Khrushchev’s. motive, he says,-was-to dare | 

“athe Americans to act.on this intelligence,. and,.since he : 
«knew they wouldn’t, to accept the defeat implied, by their: 
failureofnerve. 000. wi. rhe jen oa nie | 

8. 

cag PT 

_ At least Eddowes has the courage to complete his story. 
Avoiding the use of:a second: Oswald, -Epstein has simp yh 
‘made Oswald himself into the second Oswald, a sure-fire 
“literary device which. Melville uses. to brilliant. effect in 
“The Confidence Man.” sci! # a: gE gts. 
"But it won’t wash. The theory is defeated. by all that we 
reliably. know about “the: ponentity’ who. always. resented: 

sand resisted authority and- mre“an entity. in oné mur-!. 


