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THE ASSASSINATION OF 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 

AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

RITING an historical account of a vio-. - 

lent and. emotion-laden contemporary 

some of which cannot be solved. The Novem-- 
ber 22, 1963, assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy is such an éyeni. Scholars of these 
crises must gather the widely «scattered evi- 
dence, analyze it, and write a lucid account for 
both the scholarly community and the public, 
Their role in a social crisis is no different from 
their role at any other time. In fact, the emer- 
gency provides an excellent opportunity to 
demonstrate the practical use of scholarship. 

Obtaining a solid base in the facts requires 
careful attention to the types of evidentiary 
materials immediately available and an aware- . 
ness that many will be from federal, state, and 

local governmental agencies, which always 
leave an imprint upon them. When there is a 
possibility of foreign intrigue in the crisis, 
as in the John F. Kennedy assassination, the 
pressure for knowledge of its basic outline in- 
creases. The emotional urge to proceed hasti- 
ly with the first available documents is often 
irresistible. ‘The first picture of events is 
usually distorted because the evidence be- 
comes public in such an erratic manner that 
minor facts are emphasized while important 
ones remain obscure. In the investigation of 

John F. Kennedy’s death, background from 
the federal files on the alleged assassin, Lee 
H. Oswald, was known in great detail almost 
immediately after the event. Information on 

_-James Lesar, Washington, D. 

‘of his trips to Russia and New Orleans, w. 

9 By Davi Re Wrons 

Oswald’s murderer, Jack Ruby, remains scan- 
. ty and murky to this day,! 

event presents a number of difficult problems,.. ~ In addition, much of the documentary evi- 
dence comes from faceless institutional 

sources. which are not easily accessible. to most 
scholars. Historians cannot push into archives | 
of busy agencies such as the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency or the Federal Bureau of In- 

"vestigation to poke around for material. Nor 
can historians question the agents who typed 
crucial documents. Both critics and support- 
ers of the Warren Commission report have 
asked why federal security agents were not 
covering the buildings overlooking the assas- 
sination site. According to many informed 
persons this was a most unusual lapse in se- 
curity ‘arrangements. Historians will prob- 

- ably never know what happened precisely, be- 
cause the answer must be sought within the 
operating procedures and methods of com- 
plex federal agencies. There may be a logical 
reason for this fatal error, 

Nore: The reviewer wishesé Wiedge the in- 
formation. and encourageme by Attorney 

‘Information on Lee Harvey Oswald, including 
photographs in dress suits, marriage details, history 

was known 
almost immediately. The recently declassified CD 
355 (Commission Documents) in the National 
Archives reveals that one thousand persons were 
interviewed concerning their acquaintance with or 
knowledge of Jack Ruby. The letters Ruby wrote in 
jail have never been collected. Penn Jones, Jr., Mid- . 
lothian, Texas, owns one. 

Mrs. Sylvia Meagher 
302 West 12th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10014 
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| be eternal skeptics of evidence whose. origin “, cannot be probed, 
. The clamor for 

: leads public and. private sources to supply a number of facts that appeal to the emotions but which cannot he used to build. a clear and - distinct account of the event. The very exist- -: ence of ‘these facts requires perusal of them before they can be Properly classified and the main investigation resumed. For example, the FBI supplied the Warren Commission staff with Jack Ruby’s mother’s dental chart, Lee ' Harvey Oswald’s grade school attendance sheets, and other impressive irrelevancies, but _ hot the Spectrographic analyses of the bullets and the data upon which they were based, Further, as investigators assemble data they 

‘ against Daniel Boone, 
against Alexander Hamilton’s connections . ° 

and the charges that °° 

information frequently 
. with Great Britain, 

AUTUMN, 1972 

ments. These include the treason charge levied 
the suspicion roused 

Robert M. La Follette was pro-German during World War I. In Boone’s case the accusation was apparently false, in Hamilton’s: case the . charges -were true, and in La Follette’s case they were outrageously and deliberately false slurs,? 

encounter possible contradictions of fact, but: because evidence has_ been destroyed they have no Way to check authenticity. The alle- gation by critics that a shot went through President Kennedy’s 
from the front, thus proving a conspiracy, can never be checked since in the ‘stress of the moment the car. was flown immediately to Detroit, cleaned, and renovated.2 

A third problem is the handling of docu- mentary evidence that often is related to rank _ charges and sensational revelations, Scholars have: the difficult job of approaching them 

limousine windshield . 

with the detachment necessary to judge the facts properly. Historians. have long been 

crises have been subjected to emotional, truth- twisting pressures, 
rounding the John F."Kennedy murder are no exception. Examples of similar ‘instances include the probe into the assassination of Abraham Lincoln and the recent Senate hear- ings on the Tonkin Gulf Resolution. Several investigators of the Dallas tragedy 

/. aware that federal’ inquiries into American © 

and the documents sur- 

- have charged that high government figures | were indirectly linked to the President’s death. Spectacular charges are hard to evaluate, al- ‘Most requiring inside knowledge. Scholars have been exposed to similar claims delivered. in the white heat :of emotion, and know the necessity of calm examination of the docu: 

? Josiah . Thompson, Six Seconds in Dallas: A . Alicro-Study of the Kennedy Assassination _ (New . York, 1967), 113-114, 2° 

Students also confront the possibility that there are fraudulent documents among the evidence they have to use. Complex analysis must be performed before some of the critical evidence in an emotionally charged incident can be used. F orgeries are fairly comrnon in history, and tend to appear at moments of social crisis. Recent examples from European history include the Czarist, French, and Nazi use of the forged Protocols of the Elders of Zion against the Jews and Freemasons, and the British right-wing manufacture of the Zi: noviev letter. In America*the Whalen forge- ries and the possibility of a counterfeited type- Writer in the Alger Hiss case stand out.5 Cri- tics of the Warren Commission findings allege the existence of several faked facts. ‘These include the possibility that the entire evidence linking Lee Harvey Oswald to the actual shoot- ing is false,® and that the third bullet, identi- fied as Commission Exhibjt 399, of the three 

* 

“Boone was tried for the alleged betrayal of Ken- tucky to the Shawnee Indians; he Was acquitted. Reuben -Gold Thwaites, Daniel Boone (New York 1902), 166-169. In the 1780’s Boone did take gold rom Spain to repudiate the United States, Julian P. Boyd, Number 7: Alexander Hamilton’s Secret Attempts -to Control American Foreign Policy with supporting documents ( Princeton, 1964); Belle Case and Fola La Follette, Robert M. La Follette, June 14, 1855—June 18, 1925 (New York, 1953). Norman Rufus Colin Cohn, Warrant for Geno- cide: The Myth of the Jewish IV orld-Conspiracy and the Protocols of the Elders of Zion (New York, ' 1967); Lewis Chester et-al., The Zinoviev Letter 
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(Philadelphia, 1968). 
5John-L. Spivak, A Man in his Time (New York; 1967); Allen Weinstein, “The Alger Hiss Case Re- visited,” in The American Scholar, XU: 121-132 (Winter, 1971-1972), 

" Each alleged fact’ used by the Warren Commission to link Oswald to the actual shooting of the President is held to be false, te, that he carried a rifle into the building, that the recovered rifle functioned, that Oswald was on the sixth floor at the time of the shooting, that. the shot fired from the building came from the east window of the bulding, and 80 orth, .. . . 
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the Warren’ Commission ‘claims Oswald fired: 
".. Was planted in the hospital.” 

- The handling of what appears to be minor 
pieces of evidence that stand contrary to the 

overwhelming niass of facts is critical. A fact 
must fit with the rest of the facts and cannot | 
- be ignored when it does -not. One fact can-*: 

be the key to understanding an entire tragedy 
a -as was the bordereau paper in the French — 

. , Dreyfus Affair.® 
Many documents first appear to be simple : 

"statements but later turn out to be complex. 
_ The historical record abounds with instances 

of this type, such as: Abraham Lincoln’s pur- 
ported Wadsworth letter espousing equality of 

- the races.® In the documentary base built dur- 
ing the inquiry into John F. Kennedy’s mur: 

: der, numerous pieces of evidence appeated to 
: be obvious and simple detail but later proved 
_. to be extremely complicated, requiring elab- 

orate analysis before being used. These in- 
clude. accounts of the transit of Oswald from’ 
the sixth to the first floor of the Texas School 

: Book Depository,?° 
_ Another problem is the presentation of con- 

: clusions which-run counter to the popular and 
official: versions of what happened. Those 

_ studying the Kennedy murder are aware of 
-, “the difficulties scholars faced in previous 
.’ years with similar issues, and realize they must 

be able to maintain an objective calm both 

7 Raymond Marcus, The Bastard Bullet: A Search 
ms for Legitimacy for Commission Exhibit 399 (Los 

-’ Angeles, 1966). CE 399 is the bullet the Warren 
. Commission alleges entered the back of the Presi- 
“dent’s neck, transited the neck, entered Connally’s .. ° 
body, causing five wounds, smashing two bones, and 

“mysteriously appeared in the hospital in pristine 
shape. 

® Nicolas Halasz, Captain Dreyfus: The Story of a 
-.- Mass Hysteria (New York, 1955). 

:: -° Ludwell H. Johnson, “Lincoln and Equal Rights: 
:, The Authenticity of the Wadsworth Letter,” in the 

‘” Journal of Southern History, XXXII: 83-87 (Febru- 
vet ary, }966); Harold M. Hyman, “Lincoln and Equal 

Rights for Negroes: The Irrelevancy of the Wads- 
worth Letter,” in Civil War History, XII: 258-266 - 

- (September, 1966); Ludwell H. Johnson, “Lincoln 
and Equal Rights: A Reply,” in Civil Wer History, 

“XH: 66-73 (March, 1967). 
..™ Three witnesses were on the stairs which Oswald ; 
allegedly used to descend from the sixth floor. Two 

: were not called to testify; Virginia Adams did give 
.'a statement, but it was ignored. See Hearings Before 

the President’s Commission on the Assassination of 
“-. President John. F. Kennedy (Washington, D.C, 

1964), Vii 392, 

Soviet agents.® 

_-when hunting a publisher and jater when read- 
-ing reviews of their-work. ‘The revisionist his- | 
torians, who explained that World War I de- « 
veloped partly out of tensions. created by 
‘allied pressure upon the expanding German 
nation and not solely in unprovoked German - 
militarism, came under heavy censure from 

‘their colleagues ‘until the late 1920’s.!!_ The 

_, publication of German and Russian documents 
‘.. supported the revisionists’ position and helped 

dispel criticism. Later, historians divided _ 
_ over the background of the American entry 
“into World War 1], some claiming there had 
-. been a conspiracy between American civilian 
and military officials to provoke the Japanese’. 
attack on Pearl Harbor. .The lack of complete - 
documentary ‘sources played a major role in -— 
the swirling controversy. The anticonspiracy 
school of historians silenced the conspiracy © 

-. school in. a seldom-recalled, bitter struggle, 

frequently using shoddy methods that dis- 
played a lapse in academic objectivity.’? 

The question of a conspiracy lurking be- 

hind an event of key national importance .is 
commonly encountered in a crisis. Its con- 
stant appearance in the writings critical of the 

'. Warren Commission findings is not an un- 
usual historical phenomenon, but it is one 

that is as difficult to answer as it is serious 

in its implications. A-conspiracy means that 
_ several persons planned, perpetrated, or at- 
‘' tempted to perpetrate an unlawful act. Euro-. 

pean, American, and Wisconsin history con- 

tain well-documented instances. European 
conspiracies are the Dreyfus Affair in France 
and the murder of Leon Trotsky.in Mexico by 

In America conspiraciés 
were part of the Ku Kiux Klan of the 1860's, 
the night riders of Kentucky, 1900-1910, the a 
American Protective League during World 
War I, and the plundering and destruction of 

“Warren I. Cohen, The American Revisionists: 
The Lessons of Intervention in World War I (Chica- 
go, 1967); interviews with Professor Fred Albert 
Shannon, Urbana, Illinois, 1961; Bessie Louise 
Pierce, Public Opinion and the Teaching of History 

- (New York, 1926). 
Harry Elmer Barnes (ed.), Perpetual War for 

- Perpetual Peace: A Critical Examination of the For- 
eign Policy of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and its . 
Aftermath (New York, 1969: edition). . 

’.. ¥ Isaac Deutscher, Stalin: A Political Biography 
(New York, 1960). <4. ° 
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- business interests in 1856 and the post-Civil 
~ War scheme of timber interests to take the 

: Stockbridge Indian reservation.’ 

~ claims of the existence of a conspiracy have 

-a difficult time refuting some of them. There 

1919 to take over the country, and that the 

“Cold War emerged out of an international 

‘: communist conspiracy. False conspiracy 

scares often appear during crises in American 

life and sweep public opinion and federal offi- 

’ cials into reactionary stances so severe at 

* gion, bitterness, and fear. ; 

The impact of false conspiracy charges is 

_ one of two principal reasons scholars are re- 

“*. Iuctant. to tackle contemporary emotion- 

' charged and violent events. This is especially 

‘murder has been proclaimed the work of a 

lone, psychologically disturbed, itinerant jani- 

: tor. It is, however, precisely in the realm of 

“controversial. social problems that historical 

methods in the hands of scholars ought to 

‘perform better than any other method. 

M4 Allen W. Trelease, White Terror: The Ku Klux 

Klan Conspiracy and Southern Reconstruction (New 

-York, 1971); Harry Harrison Kroll, Riders in the 

Night (Philadelphia, 1965); Joan M. Jensen, The 

The Kickapoos (Norman, Oklahoma, 1968). 

% Report of the Joint Select Committee appointed 

_to investigate ‘into alleged frauds and corruption in 

the disposition of the land grant by the Legislature 

of 1856, and for other purposes (Madison, - 1858) ; 

John C. Adams Papers, Archives-Manuscripts Divi- 

sion, State Historical Society of Wisconsin. : 

- Richard N. Current, Lincoln and the First Shot 

(Philadelphia, 1963); Almont Lindsey, The Pullman 

Strike: The Story of a Unique Experiment and of a 

Great Labor Upheaval (Chicago, 1964 edition); 

Robert Ki Murray; Red Seare: A Study -in National 

Hysteria, 1919-1920 (Minneapolis, 1955); Gabriel 

- Kolko, The Politics of War, 1943-1945 (New York, 

Throughout American history numerous — 

were the false claims that Abraham Lincoln . 

.” ‘conspired to cause the outbreak of the Civil. 

~ War, that the railroad workers who struck in 

* 1894 were in conspiracy against democratic 

government, that radicals were conspiring in 

| ” the Indian tribes of Oklahoma.'* In Wiscon- - 
’ gin there was the bribing of almost all the 

members of the Wisconsin government by 

"+" been proven false, though historians have had 

AUTUMN, 1972 

The second reason why scholars hesitate de- 

tives from American historians’ strong accept- - 

ance of the theory of relativity; which holds 
that an event ought not to be examined until 

forty years or more after its occurrence, when 

its outline will have become distinct and clear. 

- Only then will the manuscript sources be suit- 

ably stored and properly arranged for work. 

The event can then be seen through the critical 

eye of a broad perspective and the inhibiting 

_ emotions of the present will have faded suffi- -- 
ciently to permit objective research. Such 
considerations help account for the failure of - 

professional historians, acting under scholarly 

_ conditions, to investigate the assassination of 

President John F. Kennedy. The difficulty in 

using: relativism is that the facts are never 

all obtained; events one thousand years old 

are still unclear and still being researched. 

The theory serves as a built-in, permanent 

times that the national life is twisted. with ten- ° 

~ true of President Kennedy’s death since the — 

functional disability. It-is undergoing very 

effective criticism.!? Like so many other theo- 

ries, such as evolution, pragmatism, and psy- 

chic idealism, that have periodically emerged 

to dominate the ‘doctrinaire approaches to 

historical inquiry and: have then fallen into 

-disuse, relativity also appears to be on the 

-decline. Its present sway is regretable, since 

the study of the assassination provides an op- 

_ portunity to demonstrate the relevance to the 

’ public good of the scholarly abilities developed 

by the historical profession. 
As a consequence of the dominance of these 

two factors over historians, the nonofficial 

investigation of the assassination has been left 

“to citizen-scholars, opportunists, ‘and eccen- 

Price of Vigilance (Chicago, 1968); Arrell Gibson, 

1969). . Kolko’s book is’ representative of many re-" 

? 

United States and in Europe. . . 
cent volumes on the Cold. War, both here in the 

24 

trics who have given us a rather unique litera- 

ture, as voluminous -as its quality is mixed. 

Some have produced outright fiction, others 

have suffused modest scholarly techniques 

with distorting emotions, and a few have 

reached conclusions through such careful eval- 

uation of the evidence that their work should _ 

be recommended to scholars everywhere. _ 

The criticism: of relativity is voluminous and 

can be approached from several systems of thought, 

e.g., evolution, Christianity, determinism, These are 

all unsatisfactory for various reasons: the philosophi- 

cal criticism is, perhaps, best. Its clearest statement 

is Elijah Jordan’s Forms of Individuality: An In- 

quiry into the Grounds of Order in Human Relations 

(Indianapolis, 1927). One docs not embrace totali- 

tarianism or absolutism by rejecting relativism. 
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TT 1S ‘CUSTOMARY in dealing with con- 
: temporary history for the scholar to make 
chis viewpoint explicit. This. reviewer believes 

» ments: the physical evidence—especially -bul- 
“e, let CE 399 and the autopsy reports—seems in~ 

controvertible that there was more than one- 
» assassin; on the other hand, no evidence—the |; 
; entire sequence of events, the curtain rod,’ the 

_, >. (sixth floor position, the transit to the first 
» jy floor—links Oswald to the actual shooting. 

- by themselves do bolster the conspiracy theo- 
vos ty, These include the evidence brought out 

‘by Jim Garrison, as reported verbatim in the 

* der 1 movie film. 

“lished material that would link the conspiracy 
_ to the institutional acts of the military, busi- 

|. | ing the conspiracy to a left-wing group. 

HIS REVIEW examines the articles and 
books that reflect objective procedures 

_. and attempts to provide some rudimentary as- 
“sessment of their conclusions. In passing, a 

~~ few works that have achieved popular success 
or should be more widely available will be 

“public acceptance or thorough work; a brief 
»-sketch of their background follows. 

“ Columnist Jim Bishop has long specialized 

“Day Kennedy Was Shot is one of the best 
sellers on the assassination. It is also one of 
the most error-laden and misinformed vol- 
umes. Bishop approached his study by clip- 

. ping and pasting all the evidence found in the 
: Warren Commission’s twenty-six volumes of 
»_} testimony and exhibits into scrapbooks which 

‘+ this ‘material, supplemented by interviews of 

key witnesses such as several with President 
.:* Lyndon Johnson. Having blindly takén as his 

..-.’ working base the official findings of the War- 
~ ren Commission, he uses history té defend 

- them. His basic fallacy i is the use of docu- 7 

“; Other considerations which are not conclusive “ 

New Orleans press; eyewitnesses and photo- 
. graphs of the scene in Dallas; and the Zapru-— 

This reviewer found no evidence in the pub- = 

‘ness, or intelligence bodies of America, 

France, or Russia. Nor is. there evidence link- 

“ noted. Five authors stand out either for their | 

-in writing about popular subjects. His The.- 

"\ were arranged chronologically. His book uses 

“WRONE: JOHN F, KENNEDY ASSASSINATION, BIBLIOGRAPHY - 

_ ments and testimony without even a suspicion 

that.many are complex and full of contradic: 
“tons, 2 

i: that there was a conspiracy to murder Presi-» 
“dent Kennedy, and that it.can be shown by 

the evidence in the following public docu- Kennedy assassination. With his legal back- 
- ground, it is perhaps’ understandable why he 
- would ‘select: as his approach a criticism of |... 

early questioned the official version of the 

the Warren Commission, its evidence, and con: 

clusion. From his analysis of the witness testi- 
..mony and some of the physical evidence he 
concludes that the Commission rendered a . 

‘hasty and improper judgment. Having basi- 
cally restricted his study to the Warren Com- 
mission evidence and procedures and having 
reached ihe conclusion of its failure, Lane 
-had two choices: either to find the vast in- 
stitutional framework of the law a failure or to: 

“find a person in it who failed. He chose Chief 
“Justice Earl Warren as a whipping boy but 
failed to support the accusation with evidence. 
His concentration on the legal framework and 

. procedures overlooked a third area for criti- 
cism—the investigalive federal agencies upon 

-.. whom the Commission had to rely and whose — 
_ slipshod methods and clumsy procedures | 

' merited discussion. 

Harold Weisberg had experience as an in- 
vestigative reporter in the 1930’s probing the 
activities of American facist groups, and also 
served as an intelligence officer during World 

. War II. Although he is a tireless worker who 

has done massive research on the Kennedy 
assassination, he has been ignored by_ the 
academic and general media reviewers. Many 
balk at reading books that have been privately 

_-printed and whose conclusions are forthright- 
-ly used as titles. They have erred because his 
efforts are excellent examples of document 
analysis and testimony scrutiny. With careful 
procedure a document is studied; he uncovers 
flaws, errors, conflicts with other documents, 

and sometimes deliberate misstatements of 
facts. Inno other source can one gain an un- 
derstanding of the method by which the evi- 
dence emerged for the Warren Commiésion 
staff to write the Report’s conclusion. Weis- 

‘berg attributes motive to no one, for “the 
whitewashing was done on the working level, 
“not the level of policy. Policy was wrong: and 
:was inhibited. It was safer to be for sin’ and 
against motherhood than to deny the successful. 

Mark Lane is a New York attorney who ©: 

R ebdesmuiGth emis iit 
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“wald to be the lone, mad sniper before the in- 

-" research to agree. 

:, } first, he does not consistently organize his ma- 

a document to support an argument in one 

: readers. Second, he tends to employ expres- 
- sive language such as “liar,” “fraud,” and 
 ¢e ” : “1 censor,” particularly when he strikes at the 
arrogance of a witness. 

‘ search librarian for the United Nations, wrote 

Accessories After the Fact, which is the best 

: book on the assassination but which is seldom 

found in public libraries. Her numerous atti- 

~~ eles and constant research have established 

~ her as one of the top authorities on the subject, 

but the learned journals have. declined to use 

es fe ‘her excelent abilities for reviewing books on 

cee ee the assassination. 

ae Harold Weisberg, Vv. hitewash II: The FBl-Secret 
‘Service Cover-up (Hyattstown, Maryland, 1966), 234. 

Pan 

; Crown, James Tracy. The Kennedy Litera-. 
ture: A. Bibliographical Essay on John F. 
Kennedy. (New York University Press, New 
York, 1968.) 

An incomplete attempt to assemble books 
that is marred by a pro- “Warren Commission 
bias. 

[Fensterwald, Bernard, Jr., et al. J. “Selective 

Bibliography on Assi assination.”’ (The Com- 
-mittee to Investigate ‘Assassinations, 927 

Fifteenth Street, N. W.; Washington, 1969.) 

_. An eight-page, mimcographed, double- 
column listing of books on the deaths of nu- 
merous American and world leaders compiled 
for commiltee members’ use., 

i, Communist. scare of the Dallas police.” The .:- 
majority of public officials had declared Os-. - 

AUTUMN, 1972 

Penn Jones, Jr., is the editor of a weekly 

newspaper in a small town near Dallas, Texas. 
- A decorated combat veteran and officer of 

- vestigation got under way, and Weisberg pro- 
«vides scores of instances where investigators © 

for the Gommission tended to restrict their | 

Weisberg’s “weaknesses as: ‘an author are, .’ 

. World War II, he has published his newspaper 
. since 1948, often in the midst of extremist at- — 

“tempts to stifle the paper. His resistance to . 
‘censorship has earned him top national 

awards, An indefatigable worker, he is well 
~ informed about the details of the murder and 

“terial along conventional lines. He analyses 

chapter. and then elsewhere presents additional © 
criticism that adds even more weight to the. 
initial comment. This scatters the attention of — 

an excellent and willing guide of the Texas 
murder site. When analysing facts he places 
‘them in a framework of a military conspiracy 
operating in conjunction with right-wing ele- 

‘ments. Many of his statements and assertions 
of fact are not supported by reference to the 
evidentiary base; his conclusions are present- 

- ed in the form of essays and editorials. 

Sylvia Meagher (pronounced Marr), a re- - HE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
which follows is arranged into five cate- 

'- gories. First, the bibliographical materials are 

. would be book length. 

listed. At present there is no adequate bibliog- 
raphy for the study of the assassination. Sec- 
ond, some of the major documentary sources 
are briefly surveyed. A comprehensive guide 

Third, a few selected 
critical or controversial articles ‘are included. 

© Fourth—the main. body of the review-—are 
the books. Fifth; is a, miscellaneous. list that 
‘merely suggests the type of materials available. 
but touches on some key items also. 

Bibliographical Works 

. Sable, Martin H. A Bio-Bibliography of the 
Kennedy Family. 
New York, 1969.) - 

An excellent but incomplete guide to arti- 
cles and books on all facets of the assassina- 
tion and its aftermath. 

Thompson, William Clifton. A Bibliography 
of Literature Relating to the Assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy. (Carleton 
Printing Company, San Antonio, 1968. Re- 
vised edition. with 1971 supplement printed 
by Jiffy Press. Distributed by W. C._ 
Thompson, & Son, 731 Riverside Drive, San 
Antonio, Texas 78223.) 

A listing of 283 entries, excluding magazine 
and newspaper articles. An excellent source 

(The Scarecrow Press, 

26 



“compiled by a private citizen, listing distri- 
~ butors and prices of. several indispensable mo- 

'.- Basie 

AMERICAN Pusric 

[The Committee to Investigate Assassina: . 
tions.] [Cross List Reference for Commis- 
sion Exhibits and Commission Documents]. 

r * . . 

(The Committee to Investigate Assassina- 
tions, 927 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Washing. . 
ton. Typescript. 40 pages.) =. | - 

oA privately prepared cross-reference to the 
. National Archives’ Warren ‘Commission hold- 

_. ings, indispensable to their use. 

- Jaworski, ‘Leon]. Files of Evidence Con- 
nected with the Investigation of the Assassi-. - 
nation of President John F. Kennedy. (N.p., 
n.d. Twenty-one volumes, in two-reel micro- . 
film edition. Washington, D. C., Micro- 
card Editions, 901 ‘Twenty-sixth Street, 
N.W., [1967].) ; 

. The little-known files.of the biased assassi- 
nation investigation compiled by the attorney 
general of Texas that runs to about 5,500 
pages in twenty-one volumes. It contains 
Dallas police radio transmissions, data on the 

>. area, plans and photos of the scenes, and so 
-forth. The two-reel microfilm was. prepared 

. for the Library of Congress. 

~~ Johnson, Marion M. (compiler). ‘“Prelimi-~ 
nary Inventory of the Records of the Presi- 
‘dent’s Commission ‘on the Assassination of 
President Kennedy.” (National Archives _ 
and Records Service, General Services Ad- 
ministration, Washington, 1970. 28 pages.) 

ia ~ Lifton, David S. (compiler). Document Ad- 
~ dendum to the Warren Report. (Sightext 

Publications, El Segundo, California, 
1968). 

A necessary addition that contains the de- - 
classified transcripts of the proceedings of the 
executive sessions of the Warren Commission; 
CD (Commission Document) 344, transcript 
of a tape recording of the first interrogation 
of Marina Oswald, November 24; and, the 

- _Liebeler Memorandum of September. 6, 1964, . 
on “Galley proofs of Chapter IV of the Re-_ 
port.” 

Meagher, Sylvia. Subject Index to the Warren 
Report and Hearings & Exhibits.‘ (Scare- 

_) Grow Press, New York, 1966.) ° » - ; 

.” pruder, O. 0; Nix, and: others. 

cee at oe carebatthh eel eaatinlet Bk ts i8G cada noe 
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tion pictures and still photos by Abraham Za: 

Sources 

.. Prepared by a private citizen, this is an 
“absolutely indispensable index issued -in a 

limited edition. 

. Subject Index to the Warren Report 
and Iearings & Exhibits. (University Mic- 
rofilms, Ann Arbor, 1971.) 

' Updated and slightly expanded edition now 
- available permanently in cloth or paper covers. 

- U.S. Congress, Senate. Authorizing the Com- 
» . mission established to report upon the as- 

sassination of President John F. Kennedy 
to compel the attendance and testimony of 
witnesses and the production of evidence. 
Public Law 88-202, 88 Congress, 1 Session, — 

_ December 13, 1963. Senate Joint Resolu- 
“thon 137. , 

U.S. [National Archives]. Index of Basic 
Source Materials... . (National Archives 
and Records Service, General Services Ad- . . 

- ministration, Washington, 1970. 185 
-pages. ) — 

The archives lists the 1,555 CD’s and in- 
~ dicates the agency which prepared the report, 
"the name of the investigating agent, the sub- 

- ject matter of the report, and city where the’ 
investigation originated. It fails to cross- 

. reference to CE’s (Commission Exhibits) and . 
'-is of limited usefulness. 

U. 5S. President. Executive Order No. 11130, 
“Appointing a Commission to: report upon 
the Assassination of President John F, Ken- 
nedy.” Code of Federal Regulation. Title 3 
The President. 1959-1963 compilation. (Of- 
fice of the Federal Register, Washington, 
1964.) , 

Executive fiat created the Warren Commis- 
sion. The order is also printed in the Warren 
Commission Report, p. 471. 

[U. S. Warren Commission]. Investigation of 
the Assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy: Hearings Before the President’s 

. Commission on the Assassination of Prest- 
‘dent Kennedy. (Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington, 1964, 26 vols.) 

A 20,000-page,- 10,400,000-word selection 
from the unpublished evidence collected by 

Be 
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commission staff. Fifteen volumes contain 
testimony by witnesses and eleven volumes are 

| exhibits. Volume XV contains one list. of 
‘names and one. of exhibits. There is no sub- 

ject index. Nothing is in chronological or 
- subject order and the material appears to have 

- been randomly selected.. The volumes con-— 
“ tain interesting information if one has the en- — 

. durance to read. it all. For example, on pages 
799-800 of Volume. XXVI the ineptness of the 

Book Depository and that the firm renting the 

Thousands of pages in the volumes are useless, 
“trivial, or tangential, such as the reprinting 

="! ‘of scores of pages of emotional ultra-right- 
-wing articles. from the public press, and fune- 
tion as diversionary data. Eight thousand 
copies of the set were printed. 

Sy [U. S. Warren Commission]. Report of the 
President’s Commission on the. Assassina- 

tion of President John F. Kennedy. (Gov- 

AUTUMN, 1972: 

the substantial holdings assembled by investi- 
gators such as Penn Jones, Jr., Midlothian, 
Texas. The original Zapruder film is private- 
‘ly held; however; many good copies. of the - 
bootleg edition are available at modest prices. 
The film, Rush to Judgment, by Mark Lane, 

_ distributed by Rogosin of New York, is an 
excellent and clear presentation of the critic’s 

_ view. It includes. eyewitness testimony and a 
' visual perspective that is not obtainable any 

. investigation is suggested by a letter from — 
‘, the Federal Bureau of Investigation to the 

-: staff of the commission informing them that 
. they cannot identify one of the finger prints 

-” found on the sixth floor of the Texas School 

.., building refused to have all the persons in the ~ 
'. building fingerprinted. Nothing was done. 

place else. There are other films. 

Georgetown University Archives. 
Contains the complete files. of the Com- 

mittee to Investigate Assassinations, includ- 
ing its collection of books. This unique’ re- 
search center is open to scholars. 

. AMERICAN SECRET - 

ernment: Printing Office, Washington, — 

1964.) . 
_ The study prepared by the clerks and staff 

. | of the Warren Commission 

AMERICAN PRIVATE 

~-, Several private collections of documents 

Some materials collected by the staff of the 
‘Warren Commission are held in the archives 

under security classification and restrictions 
and will be unavailable for many years. Much - 
of the classified material, however, ‘should 

never be made public since it is irrelevant and 
contains personal information, such as the 
medical records of Marina Oswald’s preg- 
nancy. Other. documents, suchas the x-ray 
data and the spectrographic analysis and data 
it is based upon, which are vital to any ob- 
jective investigation, are suppressed. They. 
belong to the people of the United States, and 

-. the very existence of suppressed documents on 

“exist that. are uncataloged. These include’ 

‘an officially declared nonconspiracy is the 
negation of-the principles of a constitutional 
democracy: . , 

Articles . 

Belin, David. “‘Truth was my only goal.’” 
The Texas Observer (August 13, 1971), 13- 
15. , 

A- reply to Sylvia -Meagher’s article of the 

same daté and in the same newspaper by the 
Commission lawyer whose questioning helped 
witness Charles Givens to change his testi- 
mony. Givens’ testimony placed Oswald on 

the sixth floor. Meagher demonstrates how 

he originally placed Oswald on the first floor 

- and then, under pressure, four months later 

placed Oswald on the sixth floor. Using an 

ancient ploy, Belin ignores the specific charges 

levied against. him by Mrs. Meagher and with 
a P, D 

' “numerous errors of fact discusses side issues. 

-U. 

Cook, Fred J. “Assassination Investigations: 
The Irregulars Take the Field.” The Nation 
(July 19, 1971), 40-46. 

A liberal journalist describes the composi- 
tion, purpose, and activities of the Committee 
to Investigate Assassinations. The CTIA is a 
loosely grouped, varying number of non- 
academic men who come from diverse political 
backgrounds including right-wing, left-wing, 
center liberal, and nonalligned segments. 

Graham, Fred P. “Doctor Inspects Kennedy 
X-Rays.” New York Times, January 9, 

1972. 

In this widely hailed report on a private 
’ viewing of federal secret documents, the New 

28 ©
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~. York urologist, Dr. John K. Lattimer, states 
“that Oswald alone shot the President. Latti- 

as assassins of truth. Why his article would 

_ © mer. succumbs to one of the most alluring en- - 
" ticements that an emotional national event pre- ~: - 
"sents ‘tothe nonacademic- researcher—al- 

.., tempting to evaluate technical evidence. be: 
“yond one’s professional expertise. He also” Review, XIX: 1110-1151 (1967). 

_ fails to relate what he calls his findings to the ~ . 
‘multitude of other equally pertinent facts. As-* 

. corrected.- ; suming Lattimer did. in fact examine x-rays 
-and also assuming they were in fact the x-rays 
of President Kennedy, the x-rays in themselves 

.éstablish him, as it did, as a national authority «| 
on the Warren Commission is incomprehens- 
ible. Apparently Kaplan worked in the Justice — 

- Department. from 1957-1961. 

“The . Assassins.” Stanford Law . | 

. The same article as above with a few errors 

‘Lattimer, John K. “Factors in the Death of 

..do not tell who pulled the trigger. Perhaps...’ 
-» his reliance on a devil theory of history dis- 

- torts the alleged study since he has long felt © 
" ‘Oswald to be a “modern-day; traitorous guer- 

rilla . . . working with religious-type convic- 
- tion.” All facts are trimmed to fit his distort- 

‘President Kennedy.” Journal of the Ameri- 
ean Medical Association, 198: 327-333.” 
(October 24,1966). . 

A urologist’s opinion upholding the War. 
. ren Commission findings while completely. 

ing bed of assertions, which tends to preclude 
: objectivity. , 

’ One of Lattimer’s errors relates to his de- 
“4° geription: of the back wound. Since the hole 
<n the President’s shirt and coat is about six.. 
“inches below the back neckline, and Lattimer 

: puts the bullet about two inches above the 
“neckline, he ‘must claim the Zapruder film 
shows the coat “bunched up” as the President . 

waves to the crowd. in order to account for 
‘. the eight-inch difference. This is absolutely 
“ :eontrary to the fact. At the moment of im- 

>, pact the President was shielded from Abra- 
_, ham Zapruder’s camera by a road sign and as 
. he emerges (2-225) his coat is not bunched. 

--It is a physical impossibility for the well-tail- 
2, ored coat to bunch eight inches, though if. it 
“did the overlap would produce two holes in 

_/° the fabric. Lattimer also maintains that the 
‘ bullet which entered President Kennedy’s neck 

=. transited downward at so steep an angle that 
_- had. it been a frontal shot which caused the 
“wound (as.many critics have charged), the 

*, second assassin would have had to have been 
-», on the éar floor. But this proves a conspiracy, 
“not the reverse, for the neck bullet (CE 399) 

- could not have followed the path Lattimer 
_ suggests and still have hit Governor Connally. 

- There would have to have been a ‘second as- 
- " sassin who shot Connally. 

ignoring testimony and evidence contrary to 
his desired argument. For example, he stipu- 
lates that the defective scope on the rifle al- 
‘Jegedly used by Oswald actually helped him hit 
the President by compensating for poor marks- 
manship. He produces no unbiased’ figures | 
and calculations to prove this. He ignores 
testimony and evidence of a defective bolt, 
a. defective trigger, an apparent absence of an 
‘ammunition clip, and a cartridge case with a 
‘dent too deep to hold a bullet. 

. “Similarities in Fatal Woundings of 
John Wilkes Booth and Lee Harvey | 
Oswald.” New. York State Journal of Medi- 
cine (July 1, 1966), 1782-1794. 

A ‘sensationalized treatment of the two 
-deaths that lacks accurate and complete docu- 
_mentation. The author accepts the unfounded 
-and outrageous view that the federal military- ~ 

_ intelligence service killed Lincoln. 

| +, “The Kennedy-Connally Single Bullet - 

The article is diversionary. It is curious - 
_ that the two writers, Lattimer and Belin, whose 

“: articles are the least competent, are the New 
= *~. York Times authorities on the assassination. 

a Kaplan, John. “The Assassins.” The Ameri- 
can Scholar, VII: 271-306 (July, 1963). 

Theory: A Feasibility Study.” International 
Surgery, 50:524-532 (December, 1968). 

A simplistic effort to show that bullet CE 
399 did do what it was supposed to do: transit 
President Kennedy’s neck in a zig-yaw-and-zag -. 
path, wounding Governor Connally five 
times, and smash two bones before emerging 
unmarred. The author fails to substantiate . 
his assertions with reference to photographs or 
to evidence. He claims to have obtained a 

' secret viewing of CE 399 in the public ar- 

'- An error-ridden arid emotionally: suffused | 
“| attempt by a law professor to attack critics of 
“the Warren Commission findings who he sees 

— 29. 

chives and found it to be flattened “severely” 
on the side away from the official photogtaphs | 
that show it to be round. This gives him a 
point from which to argue and marshal “facts” 
to sustain the single-bullet theory. However, 
the person who discovered the bullet on a 
stretcher in the Dallas. hospital testified that _ 
it “rolled out” from under the stretcher equip- — 
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ment and pathologists and medical men who 
-- gave it a minute and exhaustive study testified 

that it was “without distortion.” CE 399 is 

public; photographs of all sides can be readily . 

obtained. Josiah Thompson, in Six Seconds in ~ 

Dallas, offers a photograph of one side of the 

bullet on page 45, and one of the other side- 

on page 146, clearly distinguished by a mark 

made during a federal examination. The but- 

let is in pristine condition. Lattimer not only 

must produce the “severely flattened” bullet 

for public scrutiny, but also must prove that- - 

it is in fact CE 399 before his amateur at-.. 

tempts can be taken seriously. 

Meagher, Sylvia. “After the Battle, the Book.” 

| The Minority of One, IX: 25-27 (June 

1967). ; ; 

An informed critic provides an excellent 

“AUTUMN, 1972 

‘” A long and scathing discussion of Renatus 
‘Hertogs and Lucy Freeman’s The Two. As- — 

“sassins given by an informed eritic. She is 

too charitable. ; 

__._, “Wheels with Deals: How the Ken- 

nedy ‘Investigation’ was Organized.” The. - 

Minority of One, X: 23-27 (July-August, 

1968). - 
The excellent, and the only, account of the 

Texas attorney general’s investigation of the 

assassination, This article is essential reading 

on the background to the Warren Commission. 

) Rothchild, John. “Finding the Facts Bureau- 
crats Hide.” The Washington Monthly 
(January, 1972), 15-27. 

The author summarizes the problems of 

“using the Freedom of Information Act and 

‘article-length review of William Manchester’s:. 
The Death of a President. 

“The ‘curious testimony _ of Mr, , Why?” Sputnik Monthly Digest. Trans- 

Givens,” The Texas Observer (August 138, 

1971), 11-12. 

__A superb article by one of the most knowl- 

edgeable individuals working on the Kennedy 

- assassination. She gives a chronological ac- 

count of the conflicting statements and testi-. 

mony of Charles Givens. ‘The Warren Com- 

mission used Givens as a key witness to Os- 

wald’s presence near the alleged sixth-floor ~ 

sniper window about 11:45 a.m. Meagher, 

includes some material on the attempts of 
critics to obtain secret information. 

Sagatelyan, Mikhail. “Dallas: Who? How? 

lated by Monica Whyte. VII: 111-130, 98- 

“-. . 120, 109-130 (June, July, August, 1971). 

A Soviet journalist speculates on the mo- 
. tive behind the conspiracy to kill Kennedy. 

- however, shows that on November 22, 1963: 

Givens testified to the FBI that Oswald was on =: 

the first floor playing dominoes at 11:50. 

Then Meagher traces the changes in his testi- 

mony during questioning by the Commission 

Sagatelyan thinks that reactionary elements 

_ murdered the President to halt his move 

to stop the cold’ war. Lyndon B. Johnson al- 

legedly participated in the assassination in 

order to squelch a Kennedy investigation of 
_massive corruption in which the Vice Presi- 
dent was involved. The author draws many 

_of the actual details from eritical works by 
_Americans. There is, however, no ‘evidence 

to support his allegations. There is neither 

staff until on April 8, 1964, Givens placed 
Oswald on the sixth floor. 

“On ‘Closing Doors, Not Opening 

Them’ or, The Limit of the Warren Investi- 

gation.” The Minority of One, VII; 29-32 

(July-August, 1966). 

An article-length review of Edward J. Ep- 

stein’s Inquest: The Warren Commission and 

the Establishment of Truth. 

“Post-assassination — Credibility. 

fact nor document of any kind that in any 

way links President Johnson to the assassina- 
tion, , 

Sprague, Richard E. “The Assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy: The Applica- 
tion of Computers to the Photographic 
Evidence.” Computers and Automation, 

XIX: 29-60 (May, 1970). 

- A computer specialist lists and assigns num- 

Chasm.” The Minority of One, YX:21-22 - 

(March, 1967), . -- 

A éritical analysis of the public comments |. 

_ of members of the Warren Commission staff... 

_ 27 (June, 1966). 

“A Psychiatrist’s Retroactive ‘Clair- 

voyance, ” The Minority of One, VIII: 25- | 

30 

bers to all 510 known photographs of the 

_ murder scene and immediate events taken by. 
seventy-five photographers. Both a single 
still photo and a movie sequence of ten to ©. 

500 frames are counted as one'each. A total . 
of 25,000 frames exist. The Warren Commis- 

-sion staff examined only twenty-six photo- 
- graphs, about 5 per cent of the 510, omitting, 

for example, the photographs of a scopeless 
“rifle being examined at the Texas School Book 

* Depository immediately after the. murder, the



. being taken into custody. by law enforcement 
officials: in the nearby railroad yards. : This 

is an:-indispensable article in. spite of. the 

unarranged boxes of thé alleged sniper’s nest, 
and of several men, probably common. tramps, *’ 

<2 Bishop, Jim. The Day Kennedy was Shot. 
{Funk & Wagnalls, New York, 1968.) 

‘ed book on the assassination. After locating 
- one hundred instances of major factual error, 

~ acute distortion of evidence, and omission of 
.. facts contrary to the author’s argument in 

- three chapters, this reviewer stopped count- 
ing. For example, Bishop accepts the War- 

:<. ren Commission conclusion that Oswald kill- 
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“minor factual errors (which have been cor: -’ 
‘rected in subsequent issues of the magazine). . 
‘Outside the realm _of photography and the 

- analysis of the photos, the author uses, vague 
statements, =... | 

an 

Books 

Bringuier, Carlos. Red Friday: November 
- 2%: 22d, 1963, (Chas. Hallberg & Company, — 

The most error-ladén and factually distort. . “Chicago, 1909.)  - 

A disorganized and confused attempt to- 
_ analyse the assassination without using schol- 

arly apparatus. 

_ Buchanan, Thomas. Who Killed Kennedy? 

»,. ed Kennedy from the sixth-floor book depos- : 
‘* itory’s eastern window and presents several - 
| eyewitnesses to sustain the assertion. He cen- 

; ters his narrative on Howard Brennan who 
_. Stated that he saw:.Oswald shoot. Bishop . 
_; omits entirely that Brennan had poor eye- . 
i sight, did not wear his. eyeglasses that day, 

~~ against. the window frame while’ shooting. 

_” but omits that. portion where Rowland swore 
_; to seeing two men in adjacent windows on the 

_ Sixth floor, an unarmed Negro in the sniper 
_, Window and the sniper in the western win- 
|. dow. To Bishop, Amos Euins’s “man” “with 

' the sixth-floor sniper window was empty sec- 

comments from the report of Mr. Powell, the 
_Army intelligence agent “trapped” in the de- 

* pository when it was sealed by police. A 
' trained observer’s report might have added 
‘considerably to the credence of the narrative. 
There are scores of similar difficulties. 

Brener, Milton E. The Garrison Case: A 

+ contradicted his testimony, and testified to’ 
| a physical impossibility—that the man leaned _ 

wel Bishop also uses Arnold Rowland’s testimony 

~a bald. spot” is “Oswald in the window.” - 
Bishop ignores photographs which show that 

onds before the murder and does not include: - - 

Study in the Abuse of Power. (Clarkson N. - 
Potter, New York, 1969.) 

An emotional criticism of Mr. Garrison 
that centers on his irregularities and eccen- 
tricilies and his apparent abuse of office. It 
ignores the evidence brought out in the trial 
which related to the autopsy of President 
Kennedy,.the release. of the. Zapruder film, 

_and other material. - -.- Cope rh ed 

ft 

. (G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 1964.) 
A journalist criticizes the Warren Commis- 

sion in a book that is too brief and which is 
largely speculative concerning the reasons be- 
hind the murder. 

“Chapman, Gil and Ann. Was Oswald Alone? 
> (Publishers Export Company, Post Office 

Box: 20127, San Diego, 1967.) | 

The authors give a brief overview by using 
other critical hooks, and make a major point 
in locating Ruby’s home address—two blocks . 
from the scene of officer Tippit’s murder. 

Curry, Jesse. Personal JFK File. (Limited 
Collectors, Dallas, 1969.) 

The Dallas Police Chief. makes an attempt 
to present Dallas material. He prints the po- 
lice log report of November 22 with several 
crucial omissions, adds three vital minutes 
to the time of officer J. D. Tippit’s murder, 
and prints a picture containing evidence re- 
futing some police testimony before the War- 
ren Commission. 

Cutler, Robert Bradley. The Flight of CE 
- 399: Evidence of Conspiracy. (Printed by 

Omni-Print, Beverly, Massachusetts, 1969.) 

Cutler, an architect, gives an excellerit anal- 
ysis of CE 399’s course. OS : 

Two Flightpaths: Evidence of Con- 
spiracy. (Mirror Press, Danvers, Massachu- 

setts, 1971, Distributed by Cutler Designs, 
38 Union Street, Manchester, Massachusetts 
01944.) 

This brief volume contains a sumniary of 
Cutler’s The Flight of CE 399 and.a study of 

_ the “Traverse Thoracial”. Charts and draw- 
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‘ings of the flightpaths and an analysis of | 
the sixth-floor windows are given. This is 
“the bést scholarly study of a fragment of the 
Warren Commission findings and is a model 

- for any work. of a similar nature. 

-). Epstein, Edward Jay. Counterplot: (The Vik- 
ing Press, New York, 1969.) 

“Examining the ineptness of the investiga- 
tion conducted by the New Orleans’ District 
Attorney, a professor adds his own misinfor- 
mation to construct a’ conspiracy in the D. 
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him at times to force connections between. 
_ facts. The documentary evidence, the testi- 
mony of witnesses, and the analysis of phys- ” 

. ical material, at least as they are presented, 

~ As officé to prove there is no such thing as - 
* a@ conspiracy. 

———, Inquest: The Warren Commission 

and the -Establishment of | Truth. (The 
Viking Press, New York, 1966.) 

A good, concise criticism of the Warren 

. Commission’s findings.- Epstein utilized the 

files of only one segment of the Commission 

staff; therefore, his argument is deflected 

away from vital areas. : 

Flammonde, Paris. The Kennedy Conspiracy: 

An Uncommissioned Report on the Jim 

Garrison Investigation. (Meredith Press, 
New -York, 1969.) 

‘are not sufficient to carry his argument of a 

'. political conspiracy aided and abetted by the 
‘Central Intelligence Agency. . 

Gershenson, Alvin.. Kennedy and Big Busi- 
~ ness. (Book Company of America, Beverly 

‘Hills, California, 1964.) 

Big business killed the President. Gershen- 
son provides no evidence, just jumbled theory. 

Goldberg, Arthur. Conspiracy Interpretations 
of the Assassination of President Kennedy: 
International and Domestic. (University of 

California Security Studies Project, Secur- 

ity Studies Paper Number 16, Los Angeles, 

University of California, 1963.) 

The author, an Air Force ‘historian and a 

_ member of the Commission staff, summarizes 

A free-lance writer provides a sympathetic | 

appraisal of the New Orleans inquiry. 

' Ford, Gerald R., and Stiles, John R. Portrait 

of the Assassin, (Simon & Schuster, New 

York, 1965.) 

This volume is misnamed. It is really a por- 
| trait of Representative Ford, a Commission 

member. - 

Fox, Sylvan. The Unanswered Questions 

about President Kennedy's Assassination. ~ 

(Award Books, New York, 1965.) 

A reporter gives an informed and brief . 

critical statement. 

Garrison, Jim. A Heritage of Stone. (G. P. 
Putnam’s Sons, New York, 1970.) 

The New Orleans district attorney focuses 

on the Dallas assassination, excluding discus- 

sion of his controversial trial: Profoundly in- 

formed and based on extensive investigation, 

the attorney’s book provides strong but not 

conclusive evidence of a conspiracy. He pre- - 

sents his explanation within a political frame- 

work of military:business efforts to silence 

a critic of the cold war expansion into South- 

east Asia. ‘This requires him to argue that 

President Kennedy was antiexpansion and 

radical, The framework, also, distorts Garri- 

‘son’s insight into the documents, requiring 

32 

his study of the critical literature but does 

not utilize footnotes or bibliography. In his 

concluding remarks he first employs Freud 

to exorcise what he calls the demonologists 

who have criticized the conclusion of the 

Report and includes the following denial of a 

conspiracy: “There is no evidence, there are 

no eyewitnesses, no one talked or betrayed the 

conspiracy.” This reviewer feels Dr. Gold- 
berg’s argument is not valid. 

Hepburn, James [Pseudonym?]. Farewell 

America. (Frontiers Company; Vaduz, - 

Liechtenstein, 1968.) 

This is the most curious ‘work on the as- 

sassination. Published in Liechtenstein, print- 

ed in Belgium, and distributed in Canada, the 

book is rare in the United States but avail- 

able in Europe, apparently in several langu- 

ages. The bulk of its 387 pages develops the 

alleged motives for the assassination of the 

President by: ultra-right-wing elements in the 

United States. According to the author or 

authors, most major reactionary American 

forces were involved, but the principal one 

was the Texas oil interests. About three pages 

touch on the murder itself with a map show- 

ing the location of the alleged assassins and 

the trajectories of the several bullets. Many 

statements are not supported by known facts; 

the map is even contrary in some spots to 

known and established fact. Linking the mur- 

der to Texas oil interests and charging that . 

the Dallas police were implicated are abso- 

lutely without any base in fact. The sources 

used are allegedly taken from foreign intelli- 

gence files that are impossible to locate. This 
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should more. properly be classified as fics, 
“Hon, oo : ' 

Hertogs, Renatus, and Freeman, Lucy. The 
(Thomas: Y. Crowell, New. _ Two Assassins. 

York, 1965.) 
A psychological analysis of Ruby. and Os- 

wald by two professors that belongs in a fic-: ; 
_ <thian Mirror, Midlothian, Texas, 1966- tion category of, assassination literature. 

Kirkwood, James. American Grotesque: An: 
Account of the Clay Shaw-Jim Garrison « ° 
‘Affair in the City of New Orleans: (Simon ya 
and Schuster, New York, 1970.) _ 

_. An emotional, journalistic critique of Gar-:- 
-.Yison that contains much interesting informa-. , 

__. tion, but does not relate the Garrison evidence . .- 
: to the Dallas tragedy. 

Joesten, Joachim. The Case Against Lyndon «: 
B. Johnson in the Assassination of Presi- 
dent Kennedy. (Selbstverlag, 
1968-1969, 2° vols.) 

(Selbstverlag, Munich, 1967.) 

This is a_poor book based on. idle rumors. 

Munich, 

oo. The Case Against the Kennedy Clan. i 

The Dark Side of Lyndon Baines 
Johnson. (Dawnay Ltd., London, 1968.) 

Joesten popularizes information on John- 
- son’s Texas ‘background and spices it with 

: speculation. 

sequences. (Dawnay, London, 1967.) 

A journalist speculates on the background 
a . of the .inquiry. 

Appalling Story. (Dawnay, London, 1968.) 

This is a summary of other works and does 
hot provide the answer it claims. 

1967.) 
This is heavily speculative. 

| ~——. Oswald: Assassin or Fall Guy? (Mar- 
~zani & Munsell, New York, 1964.) 

. The Garrison Inquiry: Truth & Con-. . . 
oon inquiry: are on . fails to document some facts presented in this - 

- his book, Rush to Judgment. The first por- . 

~ ——. How Kennedy was Killed: The. Full 

James, Rosemary, and Wardlaw, Jack. Plot 
‘+ or Politics? The Garrison Case and Its Cast. 
"(Pelican Publishing House, New Orleans, :, 

1967.) . 
|’ The authors assemble factual background 
‘material. 

Jones, Penn, Ir. Forgive My Grief. (Midlo- 

1969, 3 vols.) . 
_ Three slim volumes of essays and analysis 

of Warren Commission witness _ testimony 
drawn from intensive research. Steeped in 

“the political climate of his Texas homeland, | 
* Jones provides illuminating insights, ¢e.g., the 
night of the murder some wealthy’ Texans 
held parties to celebrate the death of the 

- President. He also delves extensively into 
‘President Johnson’s economic and _ political 

- background, establishing myriad relationships 
between Kennedy’s successor and Texas re- 
actionaries. 

-upon the national background to the murder, 
to omit references to evidence that would 
-provide a wider acceptance of his argument. 

. Lane, Mark. A Citizen’s Dissent: Mark Lane 
Replies. (Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New 
York, 1968.) 
-An attorney replies to those who criticized 

tion, containing several pages on the problems 
of presenting studies on the Kennedy assassi- 
nation to the public, is awkward to use and 
detracts from the remainder of the work. Lane 

segment, such as the British Broadcasting 
Company’s position during his London tour, 
and thus they cannot be considered jn the ~ 
same calegory as the information in the ex- 
cellent last three-quarters of the book. One 
substantial segment examines the role played 

.. by Walter Cronkite and the Columbia Broad- 

“————. Marina Oswald. (Dawnay, London,» 

- Joesten’s first and best book is full of in- - 
formation, all twisted by an assumption of a | 
right-wing plot. 

don, 1967.) 9... ee 

A summary of rumors about Oswald 

~_—-, Oswald: The Truth. (Dawnay, Lon- 

casting System during a four-hour television 
review of the Warren Commission’s conclu- 
sions. By superb use of documentary evidence 
Lane shows that Cronkite and CBS presented 
views considerably at variance with known 
facts and proves that one must be fully con- 
versant with the factual base for the study of 
the assassination before venturing to become 
a public authority on the validity of the one- 

‘snipér theory. os 

———. Rush to Judgment: A Critique of 
the Warren Commission’s Inquiry into the 

«Murders of President John F. Kennedy, 
\ Officer J. D. Tippit and. Lee Harvey Os- 

83 7 

The basic weakness is the au- - 
. . » thor’s tendency, when reaching conclusions A journalist speculates about the role of: Ys . 

‘President Johnson. | 

\ 
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oe ‘ wald. With an introduction by Professor 
', Hugh Trevor-Roper. (Holt, Rinehart and . 

Winston, New York, 1966.) 

The first major study to receive widespread 
oe publicity, it establishes a basis in the evidence 
for refusing to accept the conclusion of the 

‘ Warren Commission. Unfortunately,. Lane 
. places a second thesis alongside the first and 

.. finds Chief Justice Earl Warren to be respon- 
_*-sible for the inquiry’s failure. The first the- 

.v. sis is sustained by excellent scholarly analysis; 
‘"- . the second is not supported fromthe evi- 
‘dence. In addition to the repugnancy of the 
“: preposterous accusation against Warren, it — 
~-shiits the reader’s focus’ away from the mon- 

: umental ineptness of the federal investiga- 
tive agencies to a defense of the Chief Justice. 

Lawrence, Lincoln [Pseudonym]. Were We 
Controlled? . (University Books, New Hyde 
Park, New York, 1967.) . 

In a strictly speculative book the author 
argues that the stock market was manipulated. 
“heavily before and after the assassination.. 

..-- No figures and statistics are given, but a 
"bizarre element of RHIC (Radio-Hypnotic 

Intracerebral Control) is added. 

. “Lewis, Richard Warren, and Schiller, Law- 

rence. The Scavengers and Critics of the 
Warren Report: The Endless Paradox. 
(Dell Publishing Company, New York, 

. 1967.) 

Two journalists make a superficial and 
» fanciful effort to uphold the efforts of the 

- Warren Commission by attacking those who 
' ¢riticized its findings. 
- rambling volume lacks documentation or even 

“. a grasp of the subject. 

- Manchester, William. The Death of a Presi- 

Much of this thin, 

dent. (Harper & Row, New York, 1967.) 

A book that represents a commercial point 
of view, not the evidence. 

Marcus, Raymond. The Bastard Bullet: A 

Search for Legitimacy for Commission Ex- 

hibit 399. With an introduction by Mark 

Lane. (Rendell Publications, Los Angcles, 

1966. Distributed by Rendell Publications, 

’ Post Office Box 35363 Preuss Station, Los 

Angeles, California 90035.) 

A thin volume which is an excellent schol- 

~ arly study: of a single aspect of the investiga- 
_ tion by the Warren. Commission. 

~ Matteo, Pat. This- Captive Land.. (Privately 

> -ptinted; 4k Elinor Place, Yonkers, New 

Vork, 1968.) mo . 
+ C ek . 7 ; s 
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.-- This unfathomable book belongs in a fic- — 
tion category. of assassination literature. 

~ Meagher, Sylvia. Accessories After the Fact: — 
The Warren Commission, the Authorities, 

_. and the Report. With an introduction by 
‘Léo Sauvage. _(Bobbs-Merrill, Indianapo- 

lis, 1967.) , 

This is the most scholarly investigation of. 
the assassination and the only volume that 
fulfills the demands of objectivity in every de- 
tail. Meagher’s method is her strength. Each — 
topic is- treated separately. Typically, she 

* gives the conclusion from the Report, followed 
. by the evidence and testimony of all wit 

nesses with reference to each aspect of the 
‘problem. Finally,.she appraises the facts on 
the basis of the documentary evidence as 
given by the Commission. She concludes that 
the Commission did not prove Oswald killed 

~ John F, Kennedy and that the assassins are 
still free.. She states that a new investigation 
by researchers independent of the government - 
is required. : 

_ Morin, Relman. Assassination: The Death of 
President John F. Kennedy: (The New. 
American Library, New York, 1968.) 

This volume lacks even the rudimentary 
framework for a scholarly book. 

Newman, Albert H.. The Assassination of John . 
F, Kennedy: The Reasons Why. (Clarkson 

_N. Potter, New York, 1970.) 

A strong supporter of the Warren Commis- 
sion findings, ‘Newman expends his energies 
describing the mental states of the dead Os- 
wald by inferences from conveniently kept 
old diaries, stray snapshots, used order blanks, | 
and speeches of Fidel Castro printed in vari- 
ous leftist journals. He then imposes motives 
on Oswald’s actions. It is an impressive ef- 
fort but falls on the same logical grounds as 
did the Medieval scholastic argument on how 
to count angels on the head of a pin. New- 
man assumes that his device of mental states 
is valid and tat it gives expression to reality. 
In addition, he assumes Oswald was-a Marx- 
ist, albeit slightly mad. All facts subsequently 
encountered in his investigations are pjaced 
upon this Procrustean bed of assumptions 
and brushed aside if they do not fit. He thus 
ignores all physical facts, logical problems 
of photographic analysis, and the entire body 
of critical literature. 

Oswald, Robert. ‘Lee: A Portrait of Lee Harv. | 
ey Oswald, : (Coward, New York, 1967.) — . 
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initial comments published in the public press. 

~ Popkin, Richard H. The Second Oswald. With 
~an- introduction. by Murray Kempton. 

=. °° (Avon Library-New York Review Book, : 
s+. New York, 1966.) . oe 

2 This is a good presentation of the probabil- 
_voodty that a fake Oswald functioned to divert 
“investigators. However, it is too Inief. - 

Roberts, Charles. The Truth About the As- 
“+o, sassination, With. a foreword by Pierre 

Salinger.. (Grosset & Dunlap, New York,. 
96735 

A 118-page effort to uphold the findings of . 
the Warren Commission by altacking the char- 
acter and motives of those who wrote against 

. the official conclusion. It is full of errors, - 
lacks documentation, uses emotional langu- 
age, and completely fails to fulfill the promise 

~ given in its title. Why Salinger would be in- 
‘formed about the assassination evidence. is 

not revealed. 

Smith, Bill -[William R.]. Assassination by 
“Consensus: The Story Behind the Kennedy 

Assassination. (L’Avant Garde | Books, 
Washington, D.C., 1966.) 

A rambling, footnote-free volume on “be- 
:* havior engineering” that makes no contribu- 
‘tion whatsoever. . 

——_——. A Hog Story from the Aftermire of 
the Kennedy Assassination... (L’Avant 
Garde. Books, Washington, 1968.) 

a Apparently Smith argues that insiders on 
. the alleged right-wing conspiracy played the 
“stock and hog markets and by seiling short. 
made a fortune. The thesis is impossible to 
follow. — 

Sauvage, Léo. The Oswald Affair: An Exam- 
“Ination of the Contradictions and Omissions 

of the Warren Report. (World, Publishing 
Company, Cleveland, 1966.) 

A journalist disputes the Warren Commis- 
sion findings and doés what the title states, 
but in a rather superficial way. 

‘Sparrow, John. After the Assassination: A 
Positive Appraisal of the Warren Report. 
(Chilmark Press, New York, 1967.) 

This thin volume by a renowned professor 
proves that academic qualifications are no 
substitute for knowledge of the documents. 

<K book by Lee Oswald's brother, whose 
‘printed remarks differ considerably from his’; ’ 

a 
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_ Thompson, Josiah. Six Seconds in Dallas: A 
Micro-Study of the Kennedy Assassination. 

-- + (Bernard Geis © Associates, .New York, ° 
1967.) 

A study of the witnesses and. physical evi- 
-:dence—the shots, shell casings, bullet .frag- 

ments, and so forth—used by the Warren 
. Commission. Thompson concludes that at least 
 three-gunmen participated in the murder. The | 

'-argument is carefully reasoned, the evidence 
ig assessed with all the detachment ofa first- 
rate scholar, and the conclusion closely fol- 
lows the facts as he presents them. Perhaps 

the book’s most important point for future” 
. research is the “Dealey Plaza Chart: Loca- 

- tion of Witnesses” wherein the author num. 
. bers, names, locates, and gives information . 

on the individual testimonies. Further ref- 
erences when applicable are provided on the 
268 witnesses. 

| ‘Thomson, George C. The Quest for Truth: A 
Quizzical Look at the Warren Report; or, 
How President Kennedy Really Was Assas- 
sinated. (G. C. Thomson Engineering Com- 
pany; Glendale, California, 1964.) 

__ This brief critical examination of the phys-’ 
_ ical evidence is a good early effort, marred. 

by a political bias. 

Weisberg, Harold. Oswald in New Orleans: . 
.. Case of Conspiracy. with the C.I.A, Fore-— 

word by Jim Garrison. (Canyon Books, New 
York, 1967.) 
An informative and exhaustive treatment of 

the background of the New Orleans investiga- 
tion, told from the perspective of its rela- 
tionship to the Warren Commission’s investi- 

: gation. 

———. Whitewash: The Report on the War- 
ren Report. (Harold Weisberg, Route 7, 
Hyattstown, Maryland, 1965.) . 

This was the first book which established 
a basis in fact for. rejecting the conelusions — 
of the Warren Commission. It was not pub- 

. licized. 

vice Cover-up. (Harold Weisberg, Route 7, 
Hyattstown, Maryland, 1966.) ~— | 
Weisberg examines the methods used by 

the federal investigative agencies to assemble, 
analyze, and present the evidence they were 
charged with procuring. He demopstrates 
with exhaustive detail the procedures used to 
clip photographs, misprint documents, and 
omit key portions of the evidence to provide 
the conclusion sought—a lone assassin. The. 

Ve 

. Whitewash IT: The FBI-Secret Ser- 

~ 
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~ reproduction of many. unpublished documents 
+ is/an added feature. | 

. ‘of a-lone assassin are examined and shown to 

-have been handled with a lack of objective | 

standards. The 140 pages of documents photo- 

ig Sidhe pied ge Leta ietat a 

: Photographic Whitewash: Sup- 

"pressed Kennedy Assassination Pictures. | 

3" (Harold . Weisberg, ‘Route 7, Hyattstown, 

- Maryland, 1967.) a ue 

'. The photographs used to support the charge 

AUTUMN, 1972 7 

graphically reproduced alone make the volume 

a necessary addition to the critical literature. 

White, Stephen. Should We Now Believe ‘the 

Warren Report? Preface by Walter Cron-. 

kite. (Macmillan Company, New York, 

1968.) 

White proves the answer is no. This book’ 

~ contains the error-laced text of the CBS docu- 

_ mentary: (which is commented upon above 

under Mark Lane’s Citizen’s Dissent)... 

Miscellaneous 

- Cyarts AND.Maps : 

_ Spatial Chart of the Northern Half of Dealey | 

Plaza. (Cutler Designs, Manchester, Mas- 

- ~ gachusetts, 38 Union Street, 1970.) 

A superb architectural drawing of the as- 

“sassination site, it is absolutely necessary for 

: checking, measuring, and evaluating informa: _ 

tion concerning the physical evidence. The’ 

maps and charts of the Warren Commission 

- study are too inaccurate for good research. 

NEWSLETTERS AND NEWSPAPERS 

Computers. and Automation. (Monthly.) 

Beginning in 1970, almost every issue has 

- carried a Critical article on the assassination. 

While some of them are not of the best qual- 

. ity, many are excellent and a few. are among 

‘the best ‘available. 

_ CTIA Newsletiér. (Quarterly.) 

tions since then for his evaluation of new evi- 

dence. He is extremely well informed. 

Truth Letter. (Bi-weekly.) : 

This is, apparently, published by Joachim 

Joesten from his home, P.O. 7890, Gutenburg, 

"Germany. The reviewer has only seen one 

‘issue and cannot judge it. 

‘Lecan CASES 

.- Brief for Plaintif{-Appellant and Joint Appen- 

dix. In the United States Court of Appeals 

for the District of. Columbia Circuit. No. 

73-1026. Harold Weisberg v. U.S, Depart- 

ment of Justice. (Byron S. Adams Printing; 

Washington, 1971.) mS 

' No. 71-1026, ‘Brief for the Appellee. Type- 

-The Committee to Investigate Assassina-_ 

-. tions, 927 15th Street, N.W., Washington, D. 

C., issues this information sheet to all mem- 

bers and interested parties. It summarizes 

their legal ‘cases, provides a progress report on 

. their fight.to have pertinent evidence released, 

and gives‘notices of books and other items 

- of general‘ information. 

Midlothian Mirror. (Weekly.) 
Penn Jones, Jr., the editor of this Texas’ 

weekly, began printing crilical information 

immediately after the assassination. Much of 

his. work js published in the three volumes of © 

Forgive My Gricf.. The Midlothian Mirror 

of August 13, 1970, reprints all his work sincé 

volume IIf;.one must consult his weekly edi- 

script. 
Reply Brief for Plaintiff-Appellant. Type- 

script. : 

These three related documents involve the 

question of fréedom of information. Weisberg 

asked to examine the spectrographic analyses 

reports and ithe raw data—bullets, frag- 

ments of bullets, and objects such as garments 

and curbstones said to have been struck by 

bullets—upon -which the reports were based. 

His request was denied in court on the curious 

grounds of national interest. The written re- 

fusals which were given to Weisberg state that 

the evidence is part of an “investigative file 

compiled for. law enforcement purposes.” 

Since all persons involved -are dead, . this 

ground is equally curious. If the Warren’ Com- 

mission findings are valid and if the spectro- 

graphic tests {were completely and properly. 

perfornied, such texts should substantiate the 

Commission findings. 
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