
oo, ‘December 7, 1971 
Memorandum for File — Sh 

Subject: GUNS; ARTICLES & ADVERTISEMENTS IN AMERICAN RIFLEMAN MAGAZINE 

rom: R. P. Smith al
 

On December 6, 1971-I spent several hours at the Library of Congress examining 
back issues of various magazines in an effort to track down the source of the-ad- 
vertisement by Seaport Traders, Inc. (Los Angéles) from which Oswald purportedly 
Clipped the mail-order coupon (CE 135) and ordered a revolver, supposedly received 
by him in March, 1963. about the same time as the rifle was delivered. While the 
mail-order coupon for the rifle purchase was identified as having come from the 
February 1963 issue of American Rifleman (WR, p..119; see also Sylvia Meagher, 
AATF, pp. 48-50 for several pertinent observations on this, particularly footnote 4), 
there does not appear te have been any corresponding identification of the source 
of the coupon for the revolver purchase. This couoon bears the code designation _ 
"AM~3", which commonly (but not always) represents the initials of the name of the 
magazine plus the month of issue. Notwithstanding such a strong clue, identification 
of the magazine was not accomolished by the Warren Commission or, to the best of my” 
knovledge, by anyone else, I searched early 1963 issues of American Rifleman, Field 
and Stream, Guns & Ammo, Sports Afield, and one or two others without success. (There 
appears to be no well-known gun or hunting magazine with the initials "AM", but I have 
not yet examined all the possibilities by any means.) . 

However, in examining back issues of American Pifleman I ran across some other 
information of possible interest in regard to the rifle, both in respect to the 
advertisements and in respect to certain technical articles about ammunition and 
silencers which could conceivably have been used in the JFK assassination, whether 
in conjunction with the Mannlicher-Carecano rifle or some other rifle. I have made 
copies of some of this information as attachments to this memo. The following dis- 
cussion is keyed to these attachments. 

1. Attachments 1 and 2 are copies of the ads placed by Klein's Sporting Goods 
in the January 1963 and February 1963 issues of American Rifleman, the latter being - 
the one corresponding to the "Hidell" mail-order coupon as indicated by the code 
designation "Dept. 358" as seen in CE 773. (Klein's ran advertisements regularly 
in all the various magazines that I examined, and apparently they changed the code 
designation in numerical sequence each time.) As pointed out by Sylvia Meagher 
(AATF, po 48), the rifle showm.in the February 1963 ad differs very. appreciably, - 
<vth in length and in weight, from that which was actually shipped to WEFAcII and — 
it was apparently some months later, as in the November 1963 issue of Field & Stream 
(shown in Holmes Exhibit No. 2), before Klein's got are“ to advertising the 40", 
7 lb. rifle that seems to have been shipped to "Hidell® in March 1963, Of the many 
Klein's ads that I examined for the first six months of 1963, every one that included 
the "6.5 Italian Carbine" (which is most of them) referred to a 36%, iffle weighing 
5$ lbs. I have not-yet determined when the first aopearance of the Hoter & heavier 
rifle occurred, but it seems almost certain that it was not before July 1963. 

The possibility exists that Klein's exhausted their supply of the shorter rifle 
as carly as March 1963 (resulting in a substitution being made in the"Hidell” ship- 
ment), but that the advertising department didn't get the word until later. Then too, 
"hobby" magazines of this tyve frequently are published a month or two shead of their 
nominal issue dates, and the advertising copy has to be submitted well before the 
publication date. However, the tone of these ads ("LATE ISSUE", etc.), which was 
consistent all the way until June at least, seems to imply that a real effort was made 
to Keep them current. Moreover, thers is nothing in these ‘ads to. suggest that Klein's. 
followed the practice of making substitutions withont notifying the purchaser first. 



RSS 12a 
2, Attachment 3 is an article from the January 1963 issue of American Rifleman on the subject of explosive bullets. Bullets of this type genuinely explode on (or just after) imoact; they are not mere "“dum-dum" or inert fragmentation bullets. There is Surprisingly little information on this type of ammmition in ordinary reference works (e, &-, Encylcopaedia Britannica), although one can find & great deal of information about explosive ordnance for larger caliber Weavons. . - This article is the first positive confirmation that I have found showing that 

vintage. I assume’ such ammunition, like dum-dums, was banned by the Geneva Conven- tions (1920's), although obviously this would not deter assassins, _ 
ammunition in their arsenals in the past, and that Italy in particular (p. 24 of the article) had an explosive bullet for 6.5 mm weapons. Although the bullets, as . shown in the chart, are often of distinctive shapes or bear distinctive markings, | the cartridge cases appear to be of standard design in many cases. In several instances, the only distinguishing feature may be a color marker of some kind, which of course could be removed, Thus the characteristics of the cartridge cases would not. be a reliable guide as to the nature of the bullet. (A Subsequent article by. the same author in the March 1963 issue dealt with "incendiary". bullets and brought. out exactly the Same problem in identifying those.) Note also that some American manufacturers (Remington, Winchester, & Frankford Arsenal) were involved in the fabrication of explosive bullets, in one instance on behalf of a hostile foreign nation (Austria) in World War I, incredible as that may be. The author of the article presents this information very matter-of-factly in the third column of p. 22, I am unable to estimate just what kinds of fragment or residue stich bullets would leave in.or near the target. My hunch is that the fragments would tend to be very small particles or slivers, but much depends on the nature, amount, and physical design of the explosive charge. Conceivably, in some designs, the bullet: might disintegrate somewhat like a grenade, producing several "chunks" rather than. tiny particles. In any case, I would expect that ballistic identification would be rather difficult. Moreover, the larger particles would probably be dispersed to appreciable distances in all directions rather than following the approximate flight-vath of the initial trajectory. 

oe 7 Considering how old the information in this article is, and how many advances in technology have occurred since World War I, one can only soeculate what kinds 

3. Attachment 4 is a short article from the same issue on "silencers", - Again, as the article notes, there are problems in getting information on this. subject. However, their existence for rifles as well as handguns is confirmed by this article, — even though their effectiveness for rifles is somewhat dubious, It may be worth noting that even though the "crack" of 4 supersonic bullet cannot be ‘Silenced, the muffling of the sound from the muzzle (or chamber ) might be of considerable value in concealing or disguising the location of the rifle to ear-witnesses, The marked paragraph in the second colum is also of interest in showing that security classi- fication enters into the question of availability of information on these devices. The reference to “semi-military purposes" is especially intriguing, 
4. All of this information was published in the same Magazine, and at about the. .— Same time, as that from which Oswald purportedly clioped a Klein's coupon and or- dered the Mannlicher-Carcano rifle in March 1963. This was well before he could have seen the magazines at the Crescent City Garage in New Orleans (CE. 1933). 
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Cash or Credit . NO. 

ly ass led, 30/ magazine. Adjustable rear leaf sight, blade front sight. 43144" overall. 8.59 ths. American Walnut stock. Good to Vary Good Condition: $36 38 
eeesee  Propaid s €20-Ti3BOX. ... we tate ee 

+ 30/04 156 pr, 120 rownds. 2... eee eee $7.20 £20-T1000... 

cemmealie 30/06 — ‘AUTO. 

- U, S$. M-1 GARAND RIFLE 
Finest lot we've scent Limited quantity! Famous Wortd War H automatic rifle in popular 30/06 caliber, All in NRA Very Good Condition or better. S-shot, 24” barrel, 42” overall. $7995 

WAR 
SURPLUS! 

Adjustable sight. 
€20-T25. Only.. 

GARAND IN “LIKE NEW!" 
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++» Order bow, these won't last 

oO. 

SS 6.5 ITALIAN 
re onele na gebay CARBINE 

tate Only 36” overall, weighs only 51/a:Ibs.. Shows 
ly slight use, Dightty offed, test fired and head Spaced, ready for 

ety. Turned down bolt, thumb satcty, Gruhot, clip fed. Rear open 
panel fast firing. ‘ . 

C2O-TIANG, Specially Priced. oo ey eee eee e eee te ewe eee eteeaeee $12.88 €20-T750. Carbine with Brand New Good Quatity 4%) “Scope—sa"" 
diameler, an AMUREPARO Coe or ee eer newer ree nec ne earareneeg $19.95 
£20-T751. 6.5 mm ttalian military samme with free G-shot clip, 120A rds. $7.50 

CONDITION. Al ta I specialty selected and $go95 
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44-1, to 3O-ft. Crosshair 

sem fluerade hard coated 

Price ee ee ee tae ee ete ete eee es 

VARIABLE POWER SCOPE . , . 234% to BX. TASCO a 
as 820-7693 described abave. Crosshair reticule., Com te $49.95 Scopes elsewhere! 829-F12NSX, Prepaid Price .. $29.88 
223M or 4X SCOPES--CROSSHAIR or POST and CROSSHAIR RETICULE. Alt the quality and features of 820-TG93 describrd plus Fixed Retic Jo—always accurately centered, * at $37.50 wh ! State choice of reticute. 

* B2Q-TLIIATX. 242Xx of 14%. State Choice, Prepaid Price, .......000% $1 9.88 

$185.50 Value! 

ity ‘and features same 

er 

SALE! New Matador 10 Gauge Magnum 
SAVE $60 NOW! But Hurry—they won't fast! Brand new 

famed Firearms International MATADOR 10-gauge (31/2” shell) 
Magnum. Shotgun. Deep cut price due to slight change in forth- 

coming model, Made for F-I by Aya of Spain. Perfect for ducks and geese to 100 yds., for fox and varmint. Shoots either 2%,” or 34/2" Magnum shells. 32” full choked barrels. Engraved receiver, selective automatic ejectors, Scuble safety underlocks. Chockered French Walnut stock and beavertai? forearm. 49" overall. 91/2 Ibs, . 

C20-T72. Certified $189.50 Mfr's List. ...6 cu ccc eevee cee ecece $1295° 38° Anime’ anideed “Eup ttf" Caiesrets” “PeeHtY BB, #2 oF” 34 shot, $7.20 tor 
SALE! NEW WINCHESTER FEATHERWEIGHT AUTO SHOTGUN 

auge =e : 3 

SAVE over $40.. Brand new Winchester Model 50 
FEATHERWEIGHT Automatic Shotgun. First quality, factory 

pached. Latest Model. 12 gauge, 30” barrel, full choke, 3-shot. 
Egy: fast takegown, | Select Walnut stock. Weighs plus $1.50 postace 
on Se, @ overall, . by > 5 

20-7137. es AOR” overae, 8.171 and handiing 

SALE! DE LUXE GUN CABINET 
Your Choice of Genuine Walnut or Limed Oak 

Qak with Limed Oak finish or beautiful rotary cut Walnut. Shipped 
Collect from indiana. Wt. 77 Ibs. Certified $95.95 $671 II 

4 . 

' ALASKAN WOLF FUR PARKA 
ideal for Hunting, Skiing, ltee-Fishing, Outdoor Work 
and Campus. Luxurious Alaskan Wolf Fur Yrimmed 
Hood, ns used by Little America Antarctic Expedition. 
Water and Snow Repelient and Windproof. Doubic Ply 
finest DuPont Nylon in and out. Snag Proof! Parka 
has concealed knit wristlets. Genuine DuPont 6 oz. 
Virgin Dacron Polyester Fiberfill Quilted Insulation! 
Warm as toast . .. Light as a feather. Drawstrings on 
hood and at waist. Convenient farge hand warmer 
pochets. State choice of Tan or ¥ 
Red. Sizes for ali!. Slipover 
style, Add $1.00 P.P., ete. 
B20-T21—MEN: State suit size 
(34-48). LADIES: 
State dress. size | $g4y? 
(10-20). 
SALE PRICE ....- 

SALE! GOV'T SHOE PACS _ : 
i Brand New! Cost U. S$. Gov't $14.90! Heavy oil-tanned 
i} waterproofed cowhide uppers securely attached to all 
j rubber; fabric lined bottoms. Cleated soles. 
t- Rawhide laces, 2 pair felt in- 

i { 

H 

HR $1.00 Lepremerr p' 
nersoles included. Sizes 9, 10, $A99 Add Ug Cert 

AL, or 12 ‘ed pr, Handing 7 12. 
B20-746. State size, only... 

NEW! FINEST 9 TRANSISTOR WALKIE-TALKIE 
Perfect for Hunters, Fishermen, Farmers, Campers, Police 
Work, Contractors, Surveyors, TV Repairment 

Anyone Can Use... No License Required... FCC Approved! 

Small enough to hold . . . light enough for your pocket... 
yet ranges up ta 4 miles! 9-transistors in each unit for clear 
performance for the serious minded outdoorsman and outdoor 
worker! , . . Do not confuse with ‘'qimmicked-up’" items hav- 
ing battery wearing radios and other gadgets. Easily operated 
with push-to-talk switch, control, tel ing chromed 
antenna. 7 pentight batteries inctuded . : . cheaply and tas- 

‘y ily repfaced ‘anywhere. Piays to 1500 hours intermittently. 
grey metal housing with baked-on crinkle finish, 23/2” 

‘20. Weighs 21% Ibs. Genuine icather case, straps, 
vate carphone with leather case in- 88 cluded. Shipped Postpaid during Sale only! S49 

FP90-T9715T—Each MAYFAIR Wathie-Tatnie. 
Save Morel 2 Walkie-Talkies, both for only,. coe $88.88 

a typical Mauser, 
of high grade N 
further sa 

AUN Pac ivayets iS \WYgy MONEY DOWN | 
WAP 2) i BS) 1 if 30. DAY FREE TRIAL 

PRICE } 
SLASHED WAR SURPLUS! U.S. MODEL 1917 RIFL 

; ALL MILLED PARTS—~- . “30/06 CALIBER “ 
. : ALL N.R.A.——Very good wan 

U.S. SPRINGFIELD M1903—30/08 or better! ma * 
SPRINGFIELD M1903'S! LIMITED QUANTITY! Most popular mill- 

tary rifle tor sperting use af them allt... and this fot are all Model 
.1903-Al'’s with hinh number Nickel-Steel receivers, milled’ working: parts. 

Made in Government Arsenal 19 cial 06 caliber, S-shot 

aa ae Famed a B06 Caliber 

C20-T34. Maida by Remington of: rr Winchester... .$34.9! 

BE 
ig 

Mounts. 207 ba 
sling swivels 
Reminaten cal 

€20-T773. Certifi 

BRAND NEWI 

FIRST QUALITY! 
30-39 or .35 Rem. 

arret 

BRAN 
: models with fujl Marlin warranty. Famous Marlin 

fast short throw lever ‘action. Tubular magazine holds 7 
. shots. Famous Marlin Micro-Gron 

adjustable open rear sight, ‘receiver 
7 38342" overall, 7 Ibs. 

id oiled Jeather sling with br. Yr. : 

Wit 
2 RECOIL PAD... 

: SWIVELS . . SLING 
THESE MARLINS ABSOLUTELY 

‘ NEW, factory packed De Luxe 

3 3 a $ 2 

97
3 5 z Hy 2 3 é 

] Order No. 620-1773. 

ipiple s¢ope removal, Scope is nitrogen filles 

PAD| CARRYING STRAP, SWIVELS. Comparo at $139.70 $94 Bt 
antec eae . Se 

» » Ready to Shoot] Tasco finn quatity variaple- power scope 

cally perfect , 

r 
purchase from British Air Ministry! The finest 

jot of Enficld No. 1, Mark BIE Rifles we've seen . . < 
ss and possibly the last of this quality that may be available for a 

long, long time! Buy with complete assurance your yun will be mechani. 
+ » with clean sharp rifling . . . with smooth, oiled fine-grained Walnut 

stock with little appreciable wearing of wood. Sporterized stock has good clean tines, 
balances wetl—permits fast handling. Rear sight adjustable for wind: 
blade front sight. Yurned-down bolt handle, ii 
clip, sting swivels, 4431/2" overall. 303 British 
C20-T1253. Rifie ....., 
ENFIELD RIFLE with FL 
€20-T992. ... 
ENFIELD RIFL jth c, 
Ready for Shooting! Leather Carrying Strap Included! 

, solid brass butt-plate. £ 
er. 

EETWOOD 4x’ SCOPE, 3 
bus: 

i 

ENFIELD SPORTER + : ve 

AVAILABLE WITH 
OR WITHOUT SCOPES... Q 

mazing low price due te huge spec 

aniy - 

Order No, 

€20-T1253 

g@ and cievation, 
O-shot removable 

. eter, | + » Mount 
C2Z0-T993..sereee eee 

pte eee 7.50 

Sheots .22 rim-fire 
from BB Cap to 
Lon Rifle. Ham- 
merless. Two Shots, 
Dual Extraction, 
Weighs onty 12% oz, 

£20-T1340 $ 29.95 

E20-T1939, O09 Hr. Military Ammo, per 100 rdsecs cece eee eee 

38S & W ENFIELD NEW HI-STANDARD 
-22 DERRINGER 

Rouble action \y 
only. 26 oz. 6 ’ 
shot. 1021/2" over- 
ail Hinged frame, 
break-open action, a: 
sights, harg rubber grips. fF 
Good condition outside, 

* HANDGUN PURGHASERS: 
send signed statement stating that you 

Perfect mechanically, 

F20-197. only..... 912,98 E2O-TLS 2... $28,95 

me rae 

U. S. Gavernment 
M1917 Service 
Revolvers, .45 
ACP caltber—6@ ~ 
half-moon clips 
inchuged 51%” barrel. Blued 
finish. Good condition inside. ot 
and out. Easily worth $50. Limited 

y 

Add 53.00 for special selection 45 ACP Ammo (E20-T-468) $2.36 if desired. per 50 nt 
ye we MALL TODAY! INMEDIATE DELIVERY! Le] 

NEW! ’63 GUN DIGEST 
World’s Greatest GUN BOOK 

95 Now with 5 FREE $3 
Extras! $11.90 Val. 

¢ 

FREE GIFT! 
FAMOUS “‘SPRAY'? 

PERFUME 

In unique Self-Cone 
tained Atomizer! Milt 
Klein’s Gift to you, 
for your Lady Fair, 
with any purchase of 
$9.95 or more from 
this ad. Spray Fla- 
con gives 1500 
*“*sprays'' of ene 
chanting perfume. . 
A great value and ~'-° 4” 
a great gift—in a 
lovely gift contain- 
er. CLIP THIS 

PON for this 
amazing FREE GIFT! 

ee ey 

* (Pay balance, plus smal] shipping and service charge, monthly.) 

- ENCLOSED is § 

m ws 100%. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: 

POT ae py ae ey «our 7ath rear of Quatity’ 
LK Sa AES | 235 Wi Washington St 

sloeruegebs. Sivas?) Chicago 6, Winois I 
[] CASH CUSTOMERS: Send check or money order in full. I 

Add only $1.50 per any size order for postage and 
handling unless otherwise specified. Handgun orders, and J 
orders with ammo, aro shipped express, charges collect. 

jean Tae 1 KLEIN'S—Dept. 323. q 

I 
mh 5 

. Clilinnis eustomers only—add Se Sules Tar} 
D €.0.D. Customers=Enclose 20% €.0.D. Deposit. Q q 

. oO ESTABLISHED KLEIN'S CREDIT. CUSTOMERS: No down: 
Payment required. Your order will be snipped at ance. 

NEW CREDIT CUSTOMERS: No Bown Payment Recuired. 1 
To speed your order, send name and address of your Emy 

ployer and names and addresses of 2 or more firms with whom - 
you have (or have had) eredit accounts. Afso your age, occupas- 
Aion, number of dependents, date present job began and present. 
salary. Information will be kept confidential. 

RUSH ITEM Nos. 

CJ creck money order * - 

NAME___. eo, 

ADDRESS o i 

CITY & STATE x a 

at 



—— 
‘Cash or Credit: 

‘MONEY DOWN” 
30 DAY FREE TRIAL 

aA 1 

a 

U. S.. SPRINGFIELD M1903-—-30/08 
LIMITED QUANTITY! Most popular mitl- 7 s nO Use of them alll... and this lot are all Model 3 .1903-At's with high number Nickel-Stcol receivers, milled working parts. i wade in Government Arsenal t commercially assembled, 30/06 caliber, S-shot s magazine. Adjustabie-rear leat sight, blade front sight. 431%" overail, 8.69 Ibs. 2 American Wainut stock, Good to Very Good Condition. . $36 38 

ae . oa eee ee Prepaid : . 
£20-T13HOX. 2. terete ce ennl £20-T 10) MO. .30/06 15G gr. 120 rounds... eeeee ees 8720 

“30/06 
AUTO, . 

U. S. M-} GARAND RIFLE Finest lot we've seent Limited quantity! Famous World War It automatic rifle in popular 30/06 caliber, 8-shot, 24" barrel, $2” overall, Adjustable sight. 
N 

$gg%5 
| GARAND UIN *bIK ewe 4 

6.5 ITALIAN 

i CARA e. CONDITION, Al} specially selected and 4 certified perfect by Milt Klein! ... Order wow, these won't fast! 

Shows 

— ERO-TRUIB. oo ee ce eee e ee eee eat cc ee nnven {- £20-TLO00. Military 30/06 Ammo, per 120 rds. $7.20. 

ead spaced, ready for 
6-shot, clip fed. Rear open 

$12.88 

: LATE ISSUE] 

diameter, as iMustrated,,. ccc + cece rsece $19.95 

SPRINGFIELO M1903's! 
tary rifle for sporti 

Fa 

f 
i WAR 

j SURPLUS! 

iE 
} 

cOpe—3g” 

WAR SURPLUS! 
ALL MILLED PARTS— - 
ALL N.R.A.—Very good ©. 

or better! 

U.S. MODEL 1917 RIFLE 
. -30/06 CALIBER 

; Famed 4 30/06 Caliber ee a . The U. S. Model 1917 Enfield és the lowest price ie in’ the most desired 30/06 caliher!’ Knawn supplies are very Jimitea— moro are not likely to be available! : Top gun authority Major General sutian S. Hatcher in Hatcher's | Notebook says of the U. 5. Model 19127 Rifle—“basically a typical Mausor, it was improved in Several respects, and has a bolt and receiver of high grade Nickel steel’ that Gave it a superbly strong action."" Goneral Hatcher years have shown the Model 1917 barrels will 

LAST CALL! HURRY! 

7938 Only, 
further says—‘‘many tests over the 
always outwear the .03 Springtield barreis."" 

Specifications: G-shot, top laading, 1 in 10° 
rifling, rifle overall 46.3". Peep sight adjustable sight. Foolproof safety. Turned down bolt. American Walnut Stock and hand guard with siing swivels. All milled parts, perfect shooting condition! . €20-T33..M1917 Rifle made by Eddystone. ...$29.88. 

Order No. 20-133 
S-groove 26” barrel with sharp clean from 200 to 1600 yards, blade front 

BRAND NEW! 
FIRST QUALITY! 

30-30 or .35 Rem. 

' DELUXE MARLIN 336C!. 
Lcd 

PAB 

Brand new! . . , First quality! ... Made . a 

EV, Oana ie 9 Field of view 14-ft. to 30-ft, Crosshair hart Yc 

14-ox, Compare to $69.95 Scopes Elsewhere. 820-T693X. Prepaid $34 88 
a 

Scopes elsewhere! B20-T1285X. Prepaid Price,.,....... see eee 

. oe eeeee * 
£20-T751. 6.5 mm Italian m tary amme with free 6-shot clip, 108 rds. $7.50 

SPECIAL PURCHASE! TOP QUALITY! 
TASCO VARIABLE POWER SCOPE! «+» 3X TO 9X 

} by Tasco! With a twist of tie wrist you 
can have any power you want from 3 ta 

ir Sake nig reticule? Magnesium fluoride hard coated © --: : Jenses, windage and elevation cick stops, parallax corrected, nitrogen filled for fog proofing. Large eye picce and Objective. 1” tube, cowhide tens caps. Overall 22”, 
Price ee ee ete eee eee VARIABLE POWER SCOPE... 214X% to 8X. TASCO quality and features same as 820-1693 described above. Crosshair reticule, Compare to $49.95 88 $29, 
213% of, 4X SCOPES—CROSSHAIR or POST and CROSSHAIR RETICULE. All the guality and features of B20-%693 described plus Fixed Reticule—atways accurately centered. Compare at $37.50 elsewhere! State choice of reticule. 5 88 

HY . 
. “4 820-TIL87X. 212% or 4x. State Choice. Prepaid Price... nese 

f | $188.50 Value! 
Ea F ~ . 

: ie . SALE! New Matador 10 Gauge Magnum By t ... SAVE $60 NOW! But Hurry—they won’t fast! Brand new famed Sgt Firearms International 

fash. 
avee nit. 

SALE! NEW WINCHESTER FEATHERWEIGHT AUTO SHOTGUN 
12 Gauge (OIE I? a = 

a SAVE over $40, Brand new Winchester Mode? 50 FEATHERWEIGHT A ie S First q y, factory packed, Latest Model. 32 gauge, 307 barrel, full choke, 3-shot, Easy, fast takedown. Sciect Wainut stock. eighs 
pling 51,50 nostace 

4942" overall. 8.77 and handling 

The Rifle 
Every G.1. 

Wonts! Buy Now! 
with 

U.S. M1 .30 CALIBER CARBINE 

The only U. Ss. Milltary smalls arm 
the dinen and weight of a omer 
Weighs only 54/2 fin, 

Gas operated. 25 shot semi-aute 
justabte from 100 to 300 yds. 
accurate, 100% dependable. 

€20-T859-Z 

Abate 
yh, 

36” 
te. Receiver sigh 

New Conditron} 

tee nett ere eee ree rename e tor cetrer revenge ane €20-71341. Brand New M-1 Carbine, Fully Nickel Plated. ............52159.95 + F20-T52. 3 for $1.00; . . . E20-T1192. .30 cal. Military Anima. $8.75 + #20-T55. Hunting Ammo $5.00 per 30 rds.3 26. 2.95; . . « Minimum order $5.00, . 
Listen to London .. Tokyo... Moscow -» Ships at Sea. . Planes . . Astronauts! 

m 
+ fast short 

. shots, Famous Marlin Micro-Grooved barrel, adjustable i i mounts, 20” barrel, 381/2” 
ooded ramp, front sight, 
for all 

; 6 E Famed Tasco fine guatity 1” diameter 4X Scope with hard coated magnesium fluoride Jensos, click steps for windage and clevation adjustments. Tip-off rhounts for quich, 

ecagy to Shoot 
+ Nitrogen filled, 

State caliber choice, 
MOUNTS, RECOIL PAD, Compare at $152.15 elsewhere! State 90/30 or .35 Cal........ tec ete ee 

SPECIAL 
WAR SURPLUS PURCHASE! 

-303 British Caliber 

a 

AVAILARLE WITH 
OR WITHOUT SCOPES... 

to huge speciat’ 

PY LAST CALLE HURRY! | 

$ROBB 
hate from ato from ii Rifle,. J . EY 

Ont ¥ and possibly the last of this ‘qn oy long, long time! Buy with complete assurance your bn will be mechani- Order No. cally perfect . . . with clean sharp rifling . 2. wet C20-T1253 

€20-T1253. Rifle tee ee te eee eer eee eee teers tebe e eee eeae ENFIELD RIFLE with FLEETWOOD 4x SCOPE, 34.” diameter. Mounted—Rea 
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IDGES - 
By CHARLES H. YUST, JR. 

IFLE-caliber explosive cartridges 
form avery interesting group 

which it is quite possible for anyone to 
add to his collection. It is only neces- 
siry that extreme caution be practiced 
when encountering any cartridges of 
which there is the slightest doubt as to 
identity, especially those that have un- 
usual-appearing bullets. 

While explosive cartridges are safe 
cnough to have in a collection, the na- 
ture of this type of ammunition must 
always be borne’ in mind, along with the 
possible effects of time. 

Never probe bullets 
Some of this class are of hollow- or 

open-point type. Never, under any cir- 
cumstances, thrust any object down this 
opening. Never use pliers or other tools 
on bullets that have copper or lead 
tubes in the nose, or use tools on those 
with mechanisms, such as the U. S. 
Spot-Light types or the Austrian Anti- 
Balloon Round. 

Do not drop explosive cartridges. 
While they are intended to withstand 
ordinary handling in the field, age may 
have had a deteriorating effect on some 
of the components, and a drop may be 
enough to explode them. Also, do not 
use an inertia-type bullet puller—the 
blows could. be enough to actuate the 
mechanism. ; 

Some collectors like to section bul 
Jets to study their construction. Untess 
you are well versed in such procedure 
and have the proper safety equipment, 
confine this sectioning to the large va- 
riety of inert-type bullets. Those who 
like to shoot should refrain from firing 
explosive cartridges. 

The Argentine 7.65 mm. Type R 
high-explosive cartridge (Fig. 1) is iden- 
tied by a black bullet tip and black 
primer annulus. Bullet jacket is cupro- 
nickel clad steel. The round was manu- 
factured for Argentina by Hirtenberg 
Patronenfabrik in Austria. 

So far as known to this writer, Aus- 
tria had in service 4 types of explosive 

22 

cartridges for 8x50R .Mannlicher rifles 
and machine guns. All these were used 
in World War J, and one of them was - 
introduced as far back as 1910. 

Explosive cartridges Model 1910 and 
Model 1914 (Fig. 2) are known as Etn- 
schisspatronen (sighting cartridges), in- 
tended for observing point of impact, 
supposedly in training. They were 
manufactured at the government arsenal 
at Wellersdorf, 

These. are very hard to distinguish . 
from the ordinary ball round as the 
bullet has the same general shape. For 
identification a colored band was placed 
around the cartridge case just below the 
shoulder. However, this band ‘could be 
worn off. If the bullets are removed 
from: the case, it will be noted that they 
arc considerably longer than: the ordi- 
nary ball bullet, co 

The Model 1910 cartridge has a red 
band around the cartridge case. The 
bullet jacket is gilding metal, but coated 

"So that it looks like the ordinary steel- 
jacketed ball bullet. The portion of the 
bullet seated below the case mouth was 

._not coated, The base of the “bullet is 
U 

“marked —. The explosive in this car- 
, 12 

‘ tridge consists of potassium chlorate and 
antimony sulphide. 

Model 1914 cartridge 
The Model 1914 cartridge has a 

black band, and the bullet jacket is steel. 
The nose of this bullet has a small, flat- 
tened projection which is also an aid 
in identification, Base of the bullet is U 

marked —. The explosive is compressed 
14 

blackpowder mixed with aluminum. 
The third cartridge in the Austrian 

scries is known as an air burst shrapnel 
(Fig. 3). lt appears to have been intro- 
duced later in World War I, because 
the cartridge is headstamped 1917. It 
can be identified by the flat-nosc, hol- 
Jow-point bullet. The mouth of ‘the cur- 
tridge case is crimped. In 1917 a crimp 

(sAnupRy, (Pb 3) 

to hold the bullet more tightly was in- 
cluded for use in machine guns. 

The last of the Austrian cartridges is 
known as an anti-balloon round. There 
were 2 patterns, which at first glance 
look alike as they have practically the 
same external dimensions, The first put- 
tern (Fig. 4) is headstamped “1915” and 
the bullet length is 1.425”. The car- 
tridge case is not crimped to hold the 
bullet. The second pattern is heud- 
stamped “1916” and the bullet length is 
1.305”. The cartridge case is crimped 
to the bullet. Shape of the case for this 
round is slightly different from that of . 
other 8x50R Mannlicher rounds. It is 
still 50 mm. long, but the neck was 
made longer by shortening the shoulder, 
10 give more bearing surface around the 
bullet. It is not known certainly if. this 
cartridge was intended for use in rifles, 
in machine guns, or both. The first time 
this writer saw such cartridges they 

"were loaded in ‘a number of regular 
Mannilicher rifle clips. 

There are 2 patterns of spot-light car- 
tridges in 8 mm. Lebel. The: first pat- 
tern hus a hollow lead-pointed insert in 
the bullet nose (Fig. 5). The explosive 
must be sensitive, us it detonates on im- 
pact. The second pattern (Fig. 6) has an 
unusual appearance. The explosive is 
placed in the cavity in the bullet nose 
and the cavity soldered closed. 

The cartridge cases were made by 
Remington Arms-Union Metallic Car- 
tridge Co., at their Swanton, Vt, plant. 

‘The bullets were altered from the regu- 
lar solid Balle D. The first pattern was 
altered and loading completed at Frank- 
ford Arsenal; it is not known where the 
second pattern was completed. 

Three German explosive types fol- 
low. A 7.92x57 mm. explosive round 
was introduced during World War J] 
(Fig. 7) which, at first glance, could be 
mistaken for the old Model 1888 round- 
nosed ball cartridge. However, the bul- 
let has a hollow point and the bullet 

Continued on page 24 
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 Argentine 7.65 mm. Type R High Explosive Cartridge 

Austrian Sighting Cartridges. (at top) Model 1914. (below) 
Model 1910 : 

Austrian Air Burst Shrapnel Cartridge (bullet only) 

Austrian Anti-Balloon Cartridge ; 

8mm. Lebel *Spot-Light’ Cartridge, first pattern: 

8 mm. Lebel ‘Spot-Light’ Cartridge, second pattern ; 

German 7.92x57 mm. Explosive Cartridge, World War I 

German 7.92x57:mm. B-Patrone Observation Cartridge 

German 7.92x57 mm. “S.m.K. L’spur Ub. m.Z.” (Practice 

Ball with Steel Core and Self-Destroying Tracer) 

Italian 6.5 mm. Explosive Cartridge 

Japanese Navy 7.7 mm. Rimmed Explosive Cartridge 

Japanese Army 7.7 mm, Semi-Rimmed Explosive Cartridge 

Japanese Army. 7.92x57 mm, Explosive Cartridge 

Imperial Russian 7.62 mm. Explosive Cartridge 

Soviet Russian 7.62 mm. Explosive Cartridge 

U.S. 30 Gov't M1906, HLE. ‘Pomeroy’ Explosive Cartridge | 

U.S. .30 Gov't M1906, H.E. ‘Spot-Light’, Experimental 

: Cartridge : 

U.S. 11. mm. Machine Gun, H.E. ‘Spot-Light’, Experimen- 

; ; tal Cartridge oo! 
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NAA Publications 
ne National Rifle Association 

“To inakes available to its mem- 
bers useful and valuable informa- 
tion on firearms and’ ammunition 
and their use, in the form of NRA 
Mlustrated Handbooks, RIFLEMAN 
Reprints, and Range Plans. 

NRA Illustrated Handbooks 
NRA Illustrated Handbooks contain 

selections of the-best material on vari- 
ous subjects that have appeared in arti- 
cle form in THe RreLEMAN in recent 
years. 
Firearms Assembly Handbook $2.50* 
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Gun Collectors Handbook $1 ,50* 
Hunters Handbook ~ $2.00" 
Questions And Answers 

Handbook $1.50* 
Reloading Handbook $3.50* 
Shooters Guide $2.00* 
Shooting Handbook $3.50# 

* Price to NRA members, postpaid from 
NRA Fleadquarters. Price to non-members, 
add $1. 

“Rifleman” Reprints 
RIFLEMAN Reprints are smaller book- 

lets that contain selected articles giv- 
ing a wealth of practical information 
on specific arms or types of arms. 
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Civil War Small Arms 50¢ 
Metallic Sights . 50¢ 
Military Rifles 50¢ 
Remodeling The 03A3 S50¢ 
Remodcling The .303 Lee- 

Enfield Rifle 50¢ 
Remodcling The U.S. Model 

1917 Rifle : S0¢ 
Sighting-In Rifles And Shotguns 50¢ 
Telescope Sights 50¢ 
The .45 Automatic 50¢ 
The M1903 Springfield Rifle 50¢ 
The MI Rifle 50¢ 
The U. S. Cal. .30 Carbine: 50¢ 

Range Plans 
NRA Range Plans provide useful in- 

formation, based on successful ‘in-use’ 
installations, on range construction and 
layout that can serve as practical guides 
to interested clubs and individuals in 
building similar ranges. 

Bench Rest Construction 10¢ 
Construction Of Indoor Rifle 

And Pistol Ranges $1.00 
50-Ft. Summer Camp Range 10¢ 
High Power Rifle Range Plans 75¢ 
Outdoor Pistol Range Plans 50¢ 
Outdoor Smallbore Rifle Range 

Plans 50¢ 
Range Construction—Part- 

Time And Special $1.00 
Range Location And Land- 

scaping 10¢ 
Running Deer Ranges S0¢ 
Safety Ranges And Inter- 

national-Type Ranges $1.00 
Universal Outdoor Smallbore 

Rifle Target Frame 10¢ 
You Can Have A Place To 

Shoot 25¢ 
Available from National Rifle Association, 1600 
Rhode Island Ave., N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 
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jacket is uncoated steel. Most rounds 
_ found today will probably show signs of 
‘rust. There should be a. black primer 
_ annulus, but this could be worn away: 

Shortly before World War Il, the 
Germans adopted an explosive incen- 
diary cartridge known as the B-Parrone, 

‘or observation cartridge (Fig. 8). On 
German ammunition, charts and lists, it 
was’ always included with training car- 
tridges and not with Service cartridges. 
The bullet jacket is gilding-metal-clad. 
steel. Inside the nose was a compart- 
ment filled with white phosphorus. This 
was followed by a lead sheath which 
contained a detonator backed by a fir- 
ing pin. There is a Jead plug in the base 
of the bullet. There is no weep hole 
leading to the phosphorus as in a regu- 
lar incendiary bullet. 

Rounds of early manufacture had a 
’ chrome-tipped bullet for identification, 

x 

then a silver-tipped bullet, The last, and 
most often seen, had the lower portion 
of the bullet stained black Jeaving the 
tip unmarked. Additional marks may be 
encountered, such as a thin green band 
near the point which indicates a high- 
velocity round; or a lacquered band at 
case mouth (very hard to sce) which 
indicates tropical loading; or both. This 
bullet was loaded into brass and steel 
cases. The primer annulus was black. 

There was another training cartridge 
employed by the Germans that con- 
tained an explosive element. This was 
known as “S.m.K. L'spur Ub.m.Z.”, 
which can be broken down to mean, 
“Practice Ball with Steel Core and Self- 
Destroying Tracer” (Fig. 9). The bullet 
has the usual gilding-metal-clad_ stcel 
jacket. The jacket contains a lead 

_ sheath, carrying a short stecl point. Be- 
hind this is a container which tapers 
into a teat that contains an explosive, 
behind this another container with trac- 
ing mixture. This bullet explodes when 
the teat end of the explosive container, : 
as a result of burning of the tracer, 
transmits the heat through the thin wall 
of the teat to the explosive. , 

This round is identified by about % 
the distance from the point of the bullet 
to the case mouth being blackened. - 
These bullets also were loaded into 
brass and steel cases. 

Italian explosive cartridge 

An explosive cartridge was manufac- 
tured in Italy during World War J] for 

- Italian 6.5 mm. weapons (Fig. 10). It is 
not hard to identify due to the unusual 
shape of the cupronickel jacketed bul- 
Jet, which also has a small hollow point. 
Inside is an explosive charge and deto- 
nator backed by a firing pin. 

Japan had a series of explosive rifle- 
caliber cartridges, all with the character- 
istic that the bullet had a flat nose. 

The Japanese Navy 7.7 mm. rimmed, 
cartridge (Fig. 11) was for use in Naval 
aircraft machine puns and ground miu- 
‘chine guns. Jt could also be used in 
British .303 rifles and machine guns, be- 
cause it had the same external dimen- 
sions as the British .303 cartridge. The | 
bullet of the explosive round’ had a 
cupronickel jacket. The front compurt- 
ment inside the nose contained cyclo- 
nite and PETN. To the rear of this is 
a gilding-metal cup filled with alumi- 
num and cyclonite, or alternatively alu- 
minum und TNT. This is backed by a 

“lead plug. This is the general arrange- 
ment of the whole series of Japanese 
explosive bullets of rifle caliber. The 
primer annulus is violet. 

The Japanese Army 7.7 mm. semi- 
rimmed explosive round (Fig. 12) has 
a flat-nosed, gilding-metul-jacketed bul-. | 
let. There was a black identifying band 
around the case mouth. Jt has also been 
reported that there was an explosive 
round with the 7.7 mm. rimless cur- 
tridge series. This would look like Fig. 
12, except for a smaller case head. 

There was an explosive round of the 
Japanese Army 7.92x57 mm. cartridge 
(Fig. 13). This has a flat-nosed, gilding- 
metal-jacketed bullet, and there was a 
white identifying band around the mouth. 

Russian explosive cartridge 

Imperial Russia had an explosive car- 
tridge for 7.62 mm. rifles and machine 
guns (Fig..14), This cupronickel jacketed - 
bullet has a flat nose with: broad and 
shallow hollow point. The copper deto- 7 
nator container is visible. There is a 
firing pin and explosive included. 

Soviet Russia also had an explosive 
incendiary curtridge in the same caliber 
(Fig. 15). The front of the bullet con- 
iaincd thermite powder, followed by a 
lead sheath containing a detonator 
backed by a firing pin. A lead plug is 
in the base. The gilding-metal-clad. steel- 
jacketed bullet was pointed just like the 
ball bullet. This cartridge was identified 
by a red or red-and-green bullet tip. 
Cartridge cases were either brass or cop- 
per-coated steel, : 

The rifie-caliber explosive round was 
also attempted by the United States. 

A .30 Gov't M1906, H. E. ‘Pomeroy’ 
cartridge (Fig. 16) was made by Win- 
chester for the Government. The. bullet 
had a pointed copper tube inserted in 
the front end, which contained an ex- 
plosive. This can be identified by the 
Shape of the point and its green tip, 

The Jast 2 cartridges are the U. Sv 
30 Govt M1906 H. E. Spot-Lizht 
round (Fig. 17), and the 1] mm. Ma- 
chine Gun H. E. Spot-Light round (Fiz. 
18). These are quite easy to identity by 
the unusual appearance of the bullet. 
Both were experimental. m 
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65X 58. “pe CARTRIDGE» 
Please identify a rimless bottleneck rifle. 

DOPE BAG fo a _ wo a wee 

cartridee marked “DIVM 457" and .“K"? 
("K” on either side of head). This cartridge 
is about cal, .25,:has.a long tapered case... 

* shoulder, and a long round-nose bullet. q () 
what rifle is it adapted?—S. Cc. 

(case length is 58 mm.), 

Karlwuhe where the DWM ammunitién 
plant is located, and “457” is the DWM , 

; identification number for this cartridge, 

“6. 5x58 “p" (1) and 30-06 cartridges © 

Portuguese Mauser-Vergueiro Model 1904 
military rifle and to 6.5x58 Oberndorf 

’ Mauser sporting rifles. Its long round-nose 
bullet weighs 155 grs.,- and the muzzle 

‘How. do rifle silenicers- work, and how. 
eflective are they? Why are they not gene 
erally ised?——D.E.NV. . 

Answer: One.of the very first successful 
’ firearm silencers was developed by Hiram | 

Percy’ Maxim, a member of the famous — 

American family of inventors. 

Silencers operate by trapping the powder: 
gases at the muzzle and releasing them over.. 
a little time, While this time is very short, o 
‘it is enough to lower and lengthen the pres- - 

sure .peak' of: the escaping gases, thtis 

largely doing away with the resultant sharp | 

report. Maxim originally believed that for 

effectiveness the gases had to be given a 

whirling motion through passages around 

.: the inside. of the silencer, and his first suc- 
- cessful silencer was designed on this basis. 
Experience showed that this was not nec- 
essary, the requirement for effectiveness : 
being only that the gas escape slowly. 
The principle. is exactly the same as that 
of the internal combustion engine mufiler. 

Of course, there must be a hole through . 
. the device in the projectile’s path. 

Trapping the muzzle gases and releasing. 

them over alittle time results in slowing 
them. The force required to do this neces- 
sarily involves an equal and opposite for- 
ward: reaction force on the firearm, de-. 
creasing the recoil. A silencer thus acts 
also as a muzzle brake. 
, A good silencer can be remarkably ef. 

JANUARY 1963 

Answer: The, cartridge is a commercial”. 
version of thé 6.5 mm. Portuguese car- - 

~ tridge made in Germany by. DWM. It is - 
. commonly called 6.5x58 Mauser or 6, 5x58 * : 

“K” is for : 

"This cartridge i is adapted to the 6.5 mm. : 

velocity with 25.6” barrel is (2568 3 fp. Ss. 
. (feet per second) —L.0, Lo ‘: 

SILENCERS 

» fective: in muffling the. escapinis gases,’ 

_ Striker and of the. bullet impact on the 
. target to be heard. The silencer has, how- ; 
ever, some major limitations. 3. °* 

‘silence the Joud crack made by. projectiles 
“passing through the air at speeds higher 
than that of sound. Even at transonic 

“speeds the projectile makes a considerable’ 
noise. ‘The. effectiveness of silencers - is 

well below the speed of sound. 

pressure in the barrel, since both gas fron) 

mechanism make -a noise.’ 

weight and bulk are most inconvenient, 

Some United States patents | which have 
-been-issued on silencers are Nos. 880.386; 
'1,018.720; 1,207,264; 1,259,251; 1,482,805. 

-eation during World War J, when a sniper 
“=model of the M1903 Springfield rifle was 
made with a Maxim silencer and a Warner’ 

The _rifie’-was . 
very awkward, partly because of the si-. 

-lencer and partly because of the telescope . 

» .&: Swasey telescope sight. 

sight design, and there was of coursé the 
. inability to silence the bullet crack which . 

_ has been explained above. 
Silencers were employed ‘during World : 

: War. II on some small weapons used by ™ 
* ‘various nations for semi- -military. purposes, 

These were classified, and no detailed in- 
’ formation is available on them.: : 

_-. Silencers for sporting guns “were pro- 

“duced by the former Maxim Silencer, Co. 
“over: a period of many years. There ap-: 

pears to have been a rather steady demand, * 

but never a very great one. That company 
‘discontinued the manufacture of silencers 

about 1925 as being unprofitable. Manu-:' 
“facture was then taken up by 2 or 3 small 
‘manufacturers, but without much success; 

- Now the only known source of ‘gun si-. “ 

Jencers i is Parker-Hale Ltd.. Whittall Street, 
_ Birmingham 4, England. Parker-Halé calls 

: these devices sound moderators, and manu- 

_=factures them for cal. 
' The most.important limiting factor ‘is 
*'now the regulation of silencers by law. The 

‘National Firearms Act includes silencers 
- among the weapons and devices which 

must be registered with the Alcohol and 

Tobacco Tax. Division of the Internal 
Revenue Service, with payment of a tax of 
$200. Payment of $200 tax must be re- 
‘peated at each transfer of the item. Also 
a‘ tax of: $200 must be paid by the maker 

‘(other than’ -established firearms manu- 

facturers, who are licensed separately) on 

- each such item made. Also there are re- 
strictive state laws on silencers. 

Because of the severe regulation of these 

devices, THE AMERICAN RIFLEMAN has not 
~ developed information or data on making 

: firearms silencers.—E. H. H. 

4n MERIC AN. (ete man 

rial 
may even eliminate : nearly all ° ‘noticeable. 
‘sound from a small. powder. charge, leaving... | 

x only the. sound ‘of the’ gun hammer or 

One of the greatest is that while: noise. 
--from the powder gases leaving the muzzle - 
can be muffled, nothing can be done to 

therefore limited to: guns firing projectiles 

' Sifencers are Jess: than effective on re-, 
‘ -volvers because they do nothing to muMe:. 

‘the gas escaping at the cylinder joint. They: 

* ‘are also ineffective on those‘ self-loading 
“arms which open while there. is ‘still some 

_the opening breech and also’ the moving . . 

-. .There are also the disadvantages. of avy 

“device attached to’ the gun muzzle, where. 

.22, weapons only.. 

; you'd expect” 

the new 4x - 

~The silencer was given a military appli-. _ ‘ 

2 the price | 
for even. 

& half the 

- optics are 
world 

, Fenowned): 

— . J only $14, 95 
(complete. with mount for grooved receivers) 

Now AT YOUR DEALER. “ASK FOR | 

FREE 30-DAY TRIAL; OR WRITE: 

ARAX-46 Bushnell Bldg, Pasadena, California ; 

‘In Canada: 1310 W. 6th Ave,, Vancouver 9, B.C. 

_ Pistol Scopes * Binoculars © Photo-Optics 
Spotting Scopes «. Microscopes « Sunglasses, ; 
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