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President, 

PREFACE 

Part I briefly relates the assassination of the President and the identification of Oswald as his Slayer. ane : 

Part I sets forth the evidence conclusively » al 
tne int eee ae Showing that Oswald did assassh ate the 

Part III is in two sections, The first sets forth what the FBI knew about Oswald prior to the . aSSassination; and the second section sets forth the results of our investigation of Oswald's back- - ground, activities, associates, et cetera, subse- quent to the assassination, — 

Three sets of exhibits accompany this report, ‘The first sets out evidence tying in Oswald with” lthe assassination of the President; the other , _ two set out documents relative to Oswald's contacts with the Soviets, the Communist Party, et cetera. 

We are continuing to receive leads concerning Oswald and, consequently, at the conclusion of | the report, it is stated this investigation will continue in order to resolve them, 7



= 

re TABLE OF CONTENTS 

—J J, "THE ASSASSINATION 

] A. Assassin in Building 2.2... ek ee ee ee 4 

_. -B.. Patrolman Tippit Killed .. 2... 2 ee eee ee 2 

_. U. THE EVIDENCE 

~~ - A. Events Prior to the Assassination. .. 2.6... ee 4 

Z | B. .. Events Following the Assassination... .....0... Y 6 

— Oswald's Movements. .........-. ly . see ee 6 

| Identified on Bus we eee ee eee we eee 7 
~ - Jana Taxicab........ coe ee ee ee 8 
— Arrival at Room. ....... 2.28206. Le ne toe 8 

Oswald's Murder of Patrolman Tippit. 2... el. 9 

~~ Eyewitnesses to Tippit's Killing... 2... 2.2 ee, 9 

L | C. Oswald's Apprehension ....... re “10° 

— Gun Misfired . ee eee ne eee eae 10 
i Revolver Traced to Oswald. ...... ........ 10 

— D. Interview of Assassin So ee ee ee ee ee “ii 

~ E. The Assassination Weapon... +... +--+ e+e 14 

a _ Rifle Ordered by Oswald ...... 1 
Tests of Rifle ...... ee ee ee a © | 

— ' Textile Examination ........ re . AT 
_ - Cartridges Fired in Oswald's Rifle ce ee es . 18 

| Palm Print on Rifle ........ wee ee ee 18 

i ; F. Other Evidence. ...... Le ee oe tee 19 

- PO Cardboard Cartons..:........ Le ee eee | 19 

. _ Paraffin Test 2... ee ee ee ee ee 19 



Photograph Cc ee a De ee ee ee ee. 19 
7“ Map in Oswald's Effects | Soe ee ee ee oe ee 20 

2 ol TEIG..5 Prior Similar Act... 2... -, ee ee te 20 

oop ~ Aeereain =: rn 

- i Tt, - LEE HARVEY OSWALD 

an on - A. Before Assassination of President Kennedy. ...... 22a 

TY "Biographical Data... ee ee ee 22a 

— Military Service . 2... 2 2 0 ee ee eee le 23 

_ te Defection to USSR 1... ee ee ee 24 

> Zvers T¥0 Preparation for Trip ....... we ee 24 

— tL 3. Saved Money in Marine Corps ......... 20 

oh Jei.! °3,. Affirmed Allegiance to USSR ..:...-...-. 25 | 

po - _...: 4,..Disillusioned with Life in U.S. ..... -. ee. 626 

— b. - .2°.§, Offered To Disclose Military : 

copie p as Information ee ee ee ge ee 26 

a ST ROT 36). Accepted as Resident Alien... 2... oe. 26 
fo nrnenee ee So . ; ee eet 

_— ; “Return to the U.S. tee ee ee ee ee ee ee 87 

i . L ‘Denied Any Allegiance to ‘USSR ee ee OT 
oo (2. Passport Renewed... ...-..2.-.--22--- 28 

~~ - 3. Letter to Secretary of Navy Se eee .. 28 

oo 4, Letter to Marine Corps. ............-. 28 

_ Dl = 5, Repatriation Loan. ........ eee ee ee 29 

_ Oo 8. Arriva} in 0-8. ~. a 30 | 

-_ | 8 _FBI Investigation Instituted .. 2... eee Lae ", 30 

— Lo “Tsr.s Be First Interview with Oswald te ee ee a 31 

Z “| Peis 2. _Reinterview by FBI a 

oy : Related ‘Subversive Activities Le ee ee “85 

~ oF.- Cnr. E-i:-Communist Party, USA... .. 2.0... 2 85 
an See oO , 2. Fair Play for Cuba Committee ew ew ee oe ee OD 

TTT Sect ou 
oo 7 ii 



} 
Es

sa
y 

Pe
e 

di 

1 

a -4 

—™y 
| 

! 
~ yo 

~) 
i 

‘on 

Oswald Again Interviewed See es 
Activities of One A. J. Hidell » 2... . 
Publicly Avowed Marxist... ....2.... 
Oswald's Return to Texas... 0°... 

After Assassination of President Kennedy . 

1. Elementary School Period... , . 
_ 42. Junior High School Period . .. ; oe 

| a. Psychiatric Analysis in 
New York .........,, 

3. High School Period bee ee ee 

Oswald's Suicide Attempt... 2.4.00; oe 
Life in the Soviet Union... 0... os ee 
Oswald's Version of Soviet Payments. . .-. , _. Oswald's Proposed Book . wee ewe ee 

_ Views on Communism... .... ee ee 
Additional Writings .....20.~. ee eee 

1. Contact with Communist Party... 
2. Contact with Socialist Workers - 

Party 2... 0.4, cee 
3. Employment and Domestic : 

Difficulties... 2... 0, 

Move to New Orleans... 2... UL 

iii 

. 

e 

Early Years... ., ee 

© 

-© 

Military Duty 2.2... sae 

37 



- ~ 

wpe 

- ~ 

- ~ 

a 

— fs 

een 

_ — 

i 

a, 

Ld 

—— 

 - 

con - 

~ 

a 

or 
} 
i 

ba _ 

LR 

LS 

INDEX 

Continued Contacts with Communist Party .- 
.Mrs.. Oswald's Move to Texas 
Obtained Passport. ..... 
Trip to Mexico ..... 6. 

soviet Consular File. ..... 

Arrival in Dallas....... 

Oswald's Income ...... 

Personal Resumé ...... 
Observations of M farina Oswal 

e 

id 

© 

eo. 

66 
67 
68 
63 
vel 
71 
42, 
%3 
14 

16



{ |. THE ASSASSINATION 

President John Pitzger ald ‘Kennedy was asSassinated in Dallas, 

At the time, the President was en route from Love Field to the. 

Trade Mart in n Dallas to address: a Juncheon sponsored by several 

- civic groups. Among t those in the motorcade with the President were 

his wife, Vice President and Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson, and Texas 

; - Governor John B. Connally and his wife, 

apa A. Assassin in Building 

_ 71 -As the motorcade was traveling through downtown Dallas on 

Eim Street about fifty yards west of : the inte rsection W with Houston 

_—_ Street (Exhibit: )), t three shots rang out. Two bullets struck 
a a en 

President Kenned Ly, ‘and one wounded Governor Connally. The —— pe ne 

eet 

a . Memorial Hospital, where he was pronounced dead at 1:00 p.m. 

Eyewitnesses at the scene of the shooting saw an individual 

holding a rifle in a sixth-floor window of the Texas School Book 

One individual stated that after he heard what he believed to he a 

a second shot, he looked up, and saw this man take deliberate aim with 

8 rifle and fire in the direction of the Presidential motorcade 2s it 

| passed. ( Exhibit 2) 

President, who slumped forward in the car; was rushed to Parkland . 

po Depository Building located on the corner of Houston and Elm Streets.



-B. Patrolman Tippit Killed 
- 

An immediate investigation was launched to identify and 

apprehend the President's assailant, Within the hour, at approximately 

1:15 p. m. , Dallas Patrolman J, D, Tippit, presumably acting on the 

basis of a broadcast over the police radio, stopped a possible suspect 

on Tenth Street just. east of Patton Street, The man drew a gun and 

shot Patrolman Mippit three times, resulting in the officer's death. a tg Tm, 

——— 

(Exhibit 1) The assailant, subs equently identified as Lee Harvey 
a pn 

Oswald, was apprehended in the Texas Theater, 231 West Jefferson 

Boulevard, (Exhibit 1) In the course of the apprehension, which t took 

place about 2:00 p.m, , he resisted violently and attempted to ‘shoot 

still another police officer. 

‘Identified as an employee in the building from which _ the shots a ne eens 
eee ee 

_ were fired red at: President Kennedy and Governor Connally, Oswald ren 

became a prime Suspect in the assassination of President Kennedy, cans 

However, when interviewed following his apprehension, Oswald denied - ne 

Seen 

a caeeenene ae 
ena 

any ny knowledge of or pa rticipation in the assassination of the President 

or Tippit's murder, 

Nevertheless, evidence e developed in the investigation points 

conclusively to the 2 assassination of pr esident Kennedy by Lee Harvey 

Oswald, avowed Marxist, a former defector to the Soviet Union and. 

the self-appointed Secretary of the New Orleans Chapt er of the Pair 

Play for Cuba Committee, a pro-Castro organization. 

~Z- 

slate ied al



a 
a
c
e
 E

 

with a Russian wife and a child, 

f 

Oswald, aged 24, attended schools in New w Orleans, Louisiana, 
Fort Worth, Texas and New York, New York and served in the 

7 
3 > 

> 

U.S. Marine Corps from 19 56 to 1959, during which time he qualified 
as a sharpshooter. ih 1959 he traveled to the Soviet Union where he 
was employed for approximately three years as a factory worker. He 
publicly announced his intention of Pecoming a Russian citizen > but 
apparently changed his mind and returned to the United States in 1962 

A second child has since been born, 
Subsequent to his return, he was employed for brief periods in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and Dallas, Texas, 



fi, THE EVIDENCE 

A. Events Prior to the Assassination 

Lee Har vey Oswald, using the name O, H, Lee, rented a 

furnished room at 1026 North Beckley street in Dallas, Texas, on 

October 14, | 1963. He used the room during the week and, on weekends, 

traveled t to hnving, Texas, “where his wife and children resided, “He 

had made arrangements with’ a Fellow employee, Buell W. Frazier, 

to drive him to , Irving every Fr iday night and normally returned with 

Mr. ‘Frazier to Dallas > every Monday y morning. 

On Thursday evening Nov ember 21, 1983, Oswald departed 

from his customary schedule of travel to Irving, Claiming to , 

Mi. | Frazier t that he wanted to obiain some curtain rods for his room 

from bs Mrs, “Ruth 1 Paine, his landla dy in Ir ving, he ar ranged to ride 

with Mr, Frazier to Irving that hight, It is the only known instance 

in which Oswald departed trom his practice of making the trip on 

other than a weekend, | | 

Mrs, Ruth Paine, 2515 West Fifth Street, landlady at the 

residence in which Oswald's wife resided in Irving, said that Oswald 

made no 9 mention of curtain rods to her on the evening of November a4, 

1968, nor did she plan t to give him any curtain rods, But Oswald's . 

Wife, Marina, has revealed that her husband owned a rifle which he 

Ae 
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ept wrapped in a blanket in the garage at the Irving residence. She 

sald he spent the night of November 21, 1963, with her and left early 

the following morning before she had awakened. On November 22, 

1963, she noticed that the blanket in which the rifle had been wrapped 

wis still in the garage, but the rifle was gone. 

Subsequent to the assassination, the bl anket. was examined at 

the FBI Laboratory: Body bairs located on if were found to match ~ 

i microscopic characteristics the body hairs of Lee Harvey Oswald. ; 

{Exhibit 3) 

When Oswald left Irving, Texas, on the morning of November 22, 

1963, hec arried : a 2 long package wrapped in brown paper. Mr. Frazier, ; 
a ee oa ee te 

“with whom he customarily rode, described itasa "kind of sack that 

one obfains ina five-and-ten-cent store. " Oswald told him | it 

contained curtain rods. On arrival in Dallas, Mr. ‘Frazier, after 

parking his car, saw Oswald enter the Texas School Book Depository 

Building carrying the package. After the assassination of President | 7 

Kennedy, brown wrapping paper in the shape of a long bag was found © | 
~~ 

- near the window from which the shots were fired on the sixth floor of | 

the Depository Building. (Exhibit 4) - 

A latent fingerprint developed by the FBI Identification Division 
eee ———_. a ae a ane es 

on the long paper bag was determined to be identical with the left index 

fingerprint impression of Lee Harvey Oswald. (exhibit 5) 

~5- 
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( A latent palm print developed on the same paper was identifiea \ 

Las being identical with the right palm print of Oswald. (Exhibit 6) | 

Mr. Frazier, after viewing the long brown paper bag found on | 

the sixth floor of the Texas’ School Book Depository Building, could not | | 

definitely state whether the bag was the one observed by him in Oswald's 

possession on the morning of November 22, 1963, | Mr, Frazier's 

sister, Mrs. Linnie May Randle, examined the. bag and advised that it 

could have been the long paper bag she saw Oswald place in. her brother's 

car on that morning as they departed for work, - 

In addition to having been seen by Mr. Frazier entering the . 

building with a brown paper package the morning of the assassination, 

_ Oswaid was seen in the building later that morning by several fellow 

employees. Between 11:36 and 12:00 noon, Oswaid was observed on 

the fifth floor by three employees. During this. period, he requested 

one of the employees, Charles D, Givens, who was descending in the 

elevator, to close the elevator gates when he got off so he, Oswald,. , 

_could summon.the elevator to the sixth floor. 

B. Events Following the Assassination 

Oswald's Movements 

In the search that was initiated within the Texas School Book 

‘Depository Building by the police immediately after the assassination, 

-B- 
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Oswald was determined to be still on the premises, He was seen 

- by Roy S. Truly, Warehouse | Super rintendent, and a a police oificer in 

a small lunchroom on the second floor, (Exhibit ay He was not ~ 

questioned ; at the time’ inasmuch as Mr Truly identitied him to the | 

officer as an employee of the building; Shortly thereafter, Mr. Tru 

accounted for the whereabouts of all of his employees except Oswald 

“and so advised the police, ae - eee Sa SD Rael 

Identified on Bus ee Se na 

- A short time later; Oswaid was observed by his former Jand- 
lady, Mrs. ‘Mary E. Bledsoe, 621 North M. farsalis Avenue, boarding 

-a city bus about seven blocks from the ‘scene of the assassination, : 

(Exhibit 1) Mrs.- Bledsoe, “who was 3 riding on the bus, ‘stated that he 

-appeared to be - somewhat nervous, She also noted that Oswald was 

wearing dirty clothing, a marked change from his usual neat appeara 

Cecil J, McWatters, the driver of the bis, selected Oswald ~ 
~from a police line-vp as resembling a passenger who entered his bus, 
“on November 22, 1963, in the general vicinity of the assassination, 

-Mr. _MeWatters was unable to definitely establish the time Or place | 

Where ‘Oswald b boarded the bus but recalled that it was shortly after 

‘the assassination, “He remember ed commenting to this passenger, 

TT wonder where they s shot the Pr esident.' " _ He said the passenger . ale lle ~— +s e ~ 
weer ene DLS 

= 

replied, “They shot him in 1 the temple, " 
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ei tp. MeWatters “also identifi ed a. bus transfer in Oswald's 

peouuesafon af the time of his apprehension as one he had issued on E 

1963, 
. . # 

Soavemsber 22, 

Mrs, Riedsoe stated that Oswald traveled less than two blocks 

ow the bus, She pointed out that traffic had become congested and a_ 

¥ MOLOYERE 2 rlnneside commented to the bus driver that the President 

had fecn shot. Mrs. Bledsoe said Oswald left the bus and disappeared 

in the crowd, 

In a ct T ante: th 

William W,. Whaley, a taxicab driver, positively identified 

Oseihd in a police line-up on November 23, 1963, at the Dallas Police 

Departinent as a passenger in his-cab on November 22, 1963. He was 

unable to re member the exact time, but 3 was certain he picked up | 

Oswald bx: tween 12:30 and 12:45 p. m, at the Greyhound Bus Terminal | 

Taxi Stand, app roximately seven blocks from the scene of the 

assassination (Exhibit i), and transported him about two and three 

quarter miles to the 500 block of North Beckley Street in Dallas 
(Exhibit I) As previously noted, the room rented by Oswald was at 

1926 North Beckley Street, 

Arriy al at Room _ 

Mrs. Earlene Roberts, housekeeper at 1026 North Beckley 

Street, positively identified Oswald as the man who had rented the 

~ 8
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~ if ; eon: from her on October 14, 1963, under the name O, H, Lee. 

- . i She eatd Oswald came home shortly after she heard the news that 

} the President had been shot, She estimated the time as approximately 

~ i yO £5 pom. He obtained a jacket from his room and left hurriedly, She 

: rq ats sald that while she had ne never “ observed Oswald in possession of 

— aqoin, she noticed a holster for a hand gun in his room late | on the: 

7 i - : afte rnoon of N ovember 22, "1963, 

- f i: . | vwia's hu rder of Patrolman Tippit 

an? : — AL about 1:15 p.m. on November 22, 1963, a taxicab driver, 

~ Es WOW, Scogeing, observed a uniformed police officer (Patrolmas ce 

~ H - J. DB. Tippit) talking to a man alongside the officer's polic ce ve vehicle a 

- - at 29th Street just east of Patton Street. The driver said he heard 

~ 2 tun firing and saw the officer fall beside the police car, (Exhibit 1) 

a ; ; His assailant ran west on 10th Street, south on Patton Street, and 

~ ae Se then we est on Jefferson Boulevard. 

- F - Eyewitnesses to Tippit's Killing 

—- oo oe _On November 23, 1963, this same taxi driver identified Oswald 

; [ . atin police line- -up as Officer Tippit's assailant. Another eyewitness 

F - __ te the killing identified Lee Harvey Oswald as the assailant who drew 

7 ~ _@ hand gun from inside his shirt and shot Tippit. . 
~ Fp _ ° . . : : 

- B&B - 
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C. Oswald's Apprehension 

Acting on information fr Om 4 police radio broadcast reporting 
that a Suspe ci in the killing of a police officer was seen entering the: 
Texas Theater, 231 West Jeffers son Boulevard, Dallas. police , 
apprehende ed Oswald at about 2 700 Pym. , in the theater. (Exhibit 1) 
One of the Officers took ; a. 38 Spe cial revolver out of Oswald's right 
hand, (Exhibit 8) 

| 

Gun Mistired 

} One of the arresting officers stated that when Oswald was first 
approached in the theater he attempted to pull a revolver from his | 
shirt. in the ensuing struggle with the police officer, Oswald puiled 

the ges er. “but ‘the | gun did not fir: An 1 examination of this gun 
confirmed that one of the six cariridges taken from the weapon had a 

_ hammer indentation on the primer but had not fired, 
Revolver Traced to Oswald 

: , - 4 
FEI investigation determined that the . 38 Special Smith and 

Wesson revolver, serial number V5 510210, taken from Lee > Harvey - 
Oswald was Shipped on March 20, 1963, from George Rose and 

| Company, Incorporated, Los Angeles, California, to A, d. Hidell, 
Post Office Box 2915, Dallas, Texas, The cost of the weapon was 
$29.95, Examination by the FBI Laboratory determined that the: 

“. Writing on the mail order coupon used in the purchase of this Weapon 
was written by Lee Harvey Osvw ald. oo, he, oe Doe - 

-~10-



Four cartridge cases found in the immediate vicinity of the 
mo ! 

. 
—~ _! Shooting of Officer Tippit on November 22, 1963, were furnished to = the FBI by Dallas police. An examination of these cartridge cases - _[ by the FBI Laboratory determined that they had been fired in Oswald! a - 38 Special Smith and Wesson revolver, _[ | | 

a D. Interview of the Assassin 
[ 

Lee Harvey Oswald upon interview after his apprehension on 7 November 22, 1963, admitted that he had been living at 1026 Nox th 7 Beckley Street, Dallas, Texas, under the name of O, H. Lee. He alse [- | . admitted that he was in the ‘Texas School Book Depository Building r : where he wag employed, on November 22, 1963, Oswald Claimed, ed a however, that he was on the first floor of the building when the’ : Presidential motoreade passed’ Following the shooting of the Presiden he said he believed that there would be no further work Performed and | he decided to go home. He said he went to his Dallas residence, _ changed his clothes, and then went to a movie, . 
Oswald admitted he carried a gun with him to thé movie and Stated that he did this because he "felt like it," He offered no other | explanation, - Oswald denied that he ever ordered, owned or possessed Ua @ rifle, However, ina subsequent Search of Oswald's residence in Irvin; i 7 Texas, by officers of the Dallas Police Department, 2 photograph | 

He 
- ii -



. denied bringing any package to Work with him on the morning of ; 

November 22, 1963. 

cere Sa LORE ES Se ae ED 

x was found: showing Oswald wearing a sidearm and holding a rifle, 

(Exhibit 9) The rifle.in the photog raph is similar in appea rance to the 

‘6. 5 millimeter, ‘bolt- action rifle which, as will be shown, had been 

' previously pure chased by ‘Oswald. Oswald, upon interview, also | 

( 

_Inchided in his personal effects at. the time of. Oswald's: arrest 

were a Selective Service card (Exhibit 10) in the name of Alek James 

7 Hide and a . card issued to Lee H. Oswald dated May 28, 196 3, by the 

‘Fair Play for Guba Committee, (Exhibit 11) Oswald said that he had 

co been secretary of the New ‘Orleans Chapter of the Fair Play for Cuba 

Committee. “Oswald refused to diseu he Selective Service card in. 

his | possession, ~ Rxatnination i in the: FBI Labor ratory determined that = = ~- 

7 the Selective Service card is fraudulent and count erfeit, 

- Oswald stated he had never been in Mexico except to visi 

Tijuana o on one occasion (date not furnished). . He admitted having 

“resided: in the Soviet Union for three years where he had many friends. 

"When § a : Special ‘Agent of the FBI sought to obtain ‘a physical 

descr iption and Background data ‘from ‘Oswald, the latter commented: 

a know your tactics; there’ is a ‘similar agency in Russia. You are 

us sing = the “soft touch and, of course, “the procedure in Russia would be 
quite différentc' oo & BUS scuens Fase LE OL Ln. 

“PAs . 
rey = oto wo MAL LOL _ welt
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In accounting for his activities on the afternoon of November 22 
1963, Oswald stated | he was on the second floor of the Texas School 

Book Depository Building at the time the building was searched, He 

stated Mr. Truly, the building Superintendent, and a poli ce officer 

entered the room and Mr. Truly identified Oswald to the officer as an 

employee. Oswald related that he then took the Coca- Cola which he had | 
just purchased to the first floor, where he stood @round and ‘then had 

lunch in the employees’ lunchroora on the second: floor. There afte r, 

he stated, he went outside the building?*stood around for five te ten. 

minutes, and then went. home beeause he did not believe there was going 

to be any more work that day due to the confusion j in the building. 

Oswald advised that following arrival at his residence he left to attend. 

a movie where he was apprehended by the Dallas police, ‘ 

On subsequent interview on Noveraber 23, 1963, Oswald denied : 
telling Mr. Frazier that the purpose of his visit to Irving, ‘Texas, on 

_ the night of November 21, 1963, was to obtain some curtain rods an 
Mrs. Ruth Paine. 

- 
Oswald stated information previously furnished by him to the 

effect that he rode a bus from his place of employm ment to his residence 

on November 22, 1963, was not entirely true, On this latter interview 

Oswald stated he did board a city bus at his place of { employment but | 

- 13 -
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after riding a block or two he left the bus due to the traffic ¢ congestion 
and took a city cab: to his apartment on North Beckley Street, Oswald 

- stated that after arriving at his apartment he changed his shirt and 
trousers because they were dirty, 

Oswald denied that he had kept a rifle in the garage at Mrs. ne 
Paine's residence in Irving, ‘Texas, but stated he did have « some 

property, including two sea bags anda couple of Suitcases, stored ther: 
Oswald denied that he was a member of the Communist Party and 

Stated he had nothing against President Kennedy bersonaliy, He stated, 
however, that in view of the charges against him he did not desire to , 
discuss the matter further, Oswald denied shooting President Kennedy — 
and added that he was not aware of the fact that Governor John Connally 
had also been shot. , 

_ 
The photograph of Oswald holding a vifle and wearing a holstered | 

pistol was exhibited to him and Oswald stated he would not discuss the 
photograph, Oswald stated the head of the individual] in the photograph 
could be his but it was entirely possible that the’ police department had 
superimposed this part of the photograph over the Body of someone else, 

E. The Assassination Weapon eee on Weapon 

_ During the police search of the Texas School Book Depository 
Building, a rifle of Italian manufacture Was found between some boxes 

ya.
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~ on the ‘sixth floor near the northwest or opposite corner of the building 

from which the fatal shots were fir ed. On examination, it was deter - 

mined to tobea 6. 5 millimeter Mannlicher ~Carcano, bolt-action, clip-fed 
~ rifle, ser jal number C 2766, equipped with a four “power telescopic 

sight of Japanese manufacture. (Exhibit 12) | ae 

A diagram of the Sixth floor of the Texas School Book Depository 
~ Building shows the location of the window from which the fatal shots: were 

“fired and shows the location where the rifle was found by Dallas police — 
. * Officers. (Exhibit: 13) oe es met 

oe ad “A photograph of the rifle and of the blanket and long brown | paper 
_ | bag p previously r eferr ed to is included showing the relative size of ea ch, 

-! | (Exhibit 14) 
, 

7 Rifle Ordered by Oswald 

a oe EBT investigation determined that this rifle was part of a : shipment 

! of ‘Sfplus Italian’ military weapons purchased for resale in the United 

“] “States by Klein! S “Sporting Goods, “Chicago, Ilinois. The company 'g 
= recor ‘ds. disclose that the rifle, identified by. serial number C 2766, was 

: shipped, y _ with 1 ille scape mounted, on March 20, 1963, by parcel post 
| , : to A.. Hidell, - Post Ofice Box 2 2915, Dallas, Texas. . (Exhibit 15) The 

| __ gun was ordered by airmail and the envelope was postmarked March 12, 

1963, at Dallas, Payment was made by U. S. Postal Money Order 
| 2, 202, 130, 462 in the amount of $21 45, issued at Dallas, Texas, 
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March 12, 1963, payable to Klein's Sporting Gcods. It was signed by 

A. Hidell, Post Office Box 2815, Dallas, Texas. Post Office Box 2915 

had been rented on October 9, 1962, through an application signed by 

Lee H. Oswald and was relinquished on May 14, 1963. The FBI 

Laboratory conducted handwriting examinations based on | known 

handwriting specimens of Oswald! s from a 1963 passport application 

(Exhibit 16)'and from a letter dated January 30, 1961, which he sent 

to John B. Connally, now the Governor of Texas, formerly Secretary 

of the Navy. (Exhibit 17) , 

‘The FBI Laboratory examination of the handwriting on the 

~ envelope addressed to Klein's Spor ing Goods, in which the rifle order 

was contained, determined that. the envelope - was addr essed by Oswald. 

(Bxhibit 18) 

_ The examination by the FBI Labor atory of the hand printing 

appearing < on the above order form for the rifle determined that i was” 

- prepared by Oswald. - (Exhibit 18), 

The handwriting on the money order issued in payment for the 

rifle was determined by the FBI Laboratory to have been prepared by | 

Oswald. (Exhibit 19) 

It was determined by the FBI Laboratory y examination that the 

handwriting on the application for Post Office Box 2915 was prepared 

by Oswald, (Exhibit 20) 
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t should be noted that the above rifle was sent to Oswald, using 

the alias A, Jd. Hidell, at Post Office Box 2915 in Dallas, on the same 

date that the revolver previously referred to as having killed Officer 

Tippit was shipped to him from Los Angeles, 

Tests of Rifle | Oo - SN 

By actual tests it has been demonstrated by the FBI that a skilled 

person can fire three accurately aimed shots with this weapon in five 

seconds. _ . 

Textile Examination 

When apprehended, Oswald was wearing a long-sleeved, multi-. 

----eolored sport shirt. A small tuft of textile fibers was found adhering 

to a jagged area on the left side of the metal buit plate of the rifle 

‘owned by Oswald, Included in this tuft were gray-black, dark blue, 

and orange-yellow fibers which the FBI Laboratory determined matched 

in microscopic characteristics the fibers in.the shirt worn by Lee Harve’ 

Oswald. (Exhibit 21). 

According to Mrs, Bledsoe, Oswald's former landlady, Oswald 

was wearing this sport shirt on the bus shortly after the assassination. 
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Cartridges Fired in Oswald's Rifle 

- Three empty cartridge cases were found near the window, from 
which the Shots were fired on the sixth floor of the. building. These 
cartridge cases were examined by the FBI Laboratory, and it was 

a
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determined that all three had been fired in the rifle Owned by Oswald. . (Exhibit 22) | 
.- ow Immediately after President Kennedy and Governor Connally 
were admitted to Parkland Memorial Hospital, a bullet was found on 
one of the : s stretchers, ‘Medical examination of the President’ S body 
revealed that one of the bullets had entered just belor Ww his shoulder obo the Tight, of. the. spina] Column at.an.angleof 45 to. 60 degrees downwarc that there was ho point of exit, and that the bullet was not in the body. 
An examination of this bullet by the FBI Laboratory determined that 

_it had been fired from the rifle owned by Oswald, (Exhibit 23) 
_.~ >Bullet fragments found in the automobile in which President 

-—-they had been fired from the rifle owned by Oswald. ‘(Exhibit 24) 
Palm Print on Rifle EP 

Dallas police lifted a latent impression oif the underside of the 
. gun barr el near the end of the foregrip of the rifle recovered on the 

~ 18 -



m
o
 

p
m
o
 

pt
sa
 

ch
a s
ee
i|
 

4 
Te
ry
 

Bv
t 

fa
 

. 
i 

‘sixth floor of the Texas School Book Depository Building. When the 
rifle was properly assembled, this impr ession was concealed by the 
wooden foregrip, This impression has been identified by the FBI 

Identification Division as the right palm print of Lee Harvey Oswald. . 
(Exhibit 25) . 

F.. Other Evidence ote. 

_ Cardboard Cartons 

A latent palm print which was. located on a cardboard carton 
found by police in the room from ‘which the shots were fired was 
identified as the right palm print of Oswald. (Exhibit 26) One latent i 
fingerprint (Exhibit 27) and latent left palm print (Exhibit 28) developed 
On another box from this same room were also identified as Oswald's 

___impressions, 

Paraffin Tests EB TS 

_ Following Oswald's apprehension on November 22, 1963, 
Dr. M. F. Mason of Dallas concluded, after tests, that paraffin 
casis made of Oswald's hands contained traces of nitrate consistent 

_ With the residue on the hands of a person who had recently handled or 
fired a firearm, lots mowignes a 

-----Bhotograph Doser sig poe co 

= +. Film which was furnished by spectators at the scene of the 
assassination was reviewed. One film shows an object in the window 

of:the sixth-floor. room from: which the shot S were fired as the President! 

- 19 ~



Car passed the ] Depository Building, This object is not Susceptible to identification because of the quality of the picture. (Exhibit 29) Map in Oswald's Effects 

In the Search of Oswald's belongings at his Dallas Beckley Street 

October 7, 1968, ‘when he was looking for employment, While this map ; may have been used by Oswald in Seeking g employment, the Significance of the markings is not known, 

G. Prior Simijar Act o
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Mrs, Marina Oswaid was interviewed on December 3, 1963, by the FBI concerning an undated note which was called to the attention Of the FBI - 

kept his things at their residence at 214 West N eely Street, Dallas, (Exhibit 31; English translation Exhibit 32) On that night, although Oswald tolg her he as going to attend a typewriting class at an evening School in Dallas, he 
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- Dallas and it was necessary to remove him. Mrs. Oswald said she 

- thought the rifle. used by her husband to shoot at Gener al Walker and 

the rifle he kept in Mrs. Paine's garage in Irving, Texas, were one 

and the same. 

Mrs. Oswald said she kept the note written in Russian by Oswald, 
which was evidently a farewell letter, and threatened Oswald with going 

‘to the police with the letter if he ever planned another such Nerazy" 

scheme. She advised that as a result of this incident she insisted that 

they move from Dallas. 

The writing on this note has been identified by the FBI Laboratory 

2s being handwriting of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Jt is noted that former Major General Edwin A. Walker resides in 

Dallas and a rifle bullet was. shot through the window of his home on 

April 10, 1963, , narrowly missing General.Walker. The person firing 

| the shot was never identified. 

Investigation showed that Mr. and Mrs. Oswald resided at 

_, l4 West Neely Street in Dallas during April, 1963, and left that 

address on April 24, 1963, when they moved to New Orleans, At that 

..time, in April, 1963, Oswald was renting mail box number 2915 in 

the main post office on Ervay Street in Dallas, which he relinquished 

as of May 14, 1963. 

Lo. 
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In this note, Oswald also mentioned "You and the baby." In 

April, 1963, Mrs. Oswald had one child and the second child was 

born October 20, 1963. 

The bullet which was fired into General Walker's hovise on | 

April 10, 1968, was recover red by the Dallas Police Departme nt, 

Examination of this bullet by the FBI Laboratory disclosed that . 

while the bullet is extremely distorted and mutilated, it has the 

general characteristics of those bullets fired from the 6. 3) mill imeter 

Mannlicher-Carcano rifle belonging to Oswald. This rifle was found 

in the Texas School Book Depositor ¥ Building following the assassina~. 

tion of President Kennedy, Because of the mutilation of this bullet” 

and because the gun barrel may have changed since April 10, 1963, 

it was not possible to determine whether or not this: bullet was fired 

from Oswald's rifle. 
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“IU. LEE HARVEY OSWALD 

A. Before Assassination of President Kennedy 

Prior to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy on 

November 22, 1963, the FBI had investigated Lee Harvey Oswald to 

determine if, as a result of his residence in the Soviet Union, he had 

been recruited by Soviet intelligence and to ascertain the nature of his 

activities in connection with the pro-Castro Fair Play for Cuba — 

Committee. Oswald was interviewed by the FBI concerning these : 

maiters on three separate occasions. The investigation, of which 

these interviews were a part, developed the following information 

concerning Oswald prior to November 22, 1963: 

Biographical Data . 

, Lee Harvey Oswald was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, on 

October 18, 1939. His mother was the former Marguerite Claverie. . 

‘His father, Robert E. Lee Oswald, had died a short time before — 

Lee Harvey was born. , 

. In his early years, Oswald lived at home and, in accordance 

with moves the family made, attended schools in New Orleans, 

Louisiana; Fort Worth, Texas; and New York, New York. 

According to his mother, during that period of time he was a 

studious type who read books that were considered "deep." 
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An acquaintance of Oswald's during part of that period said that 

_ he was a "peculiar boy." It was said that he kept very much to himself 

in high school, had few friends and very little social life. He preferred 

to sit at home and read, which reportedly provoked many arguments 

between him and his mother, who urged that he seek employment instead, 

He did work for a brief time with an import: export company in New Orleans, 

Military Service 

When he was 17 years old, Oswald enlisted in the United States 

_ Marine Corps on October 24, 1956, at Dallas, Texas. He served in 

California, Florida, and the Far East, He attained the rank of Private 

First Class and qualified as a sharpshooter, 

Oswald's Marine “Ors service record revealed that he was 

_convicted by two surmmary courts~martial i hearings, bot th in 1958, ‘The 

first was ba sed on the charge that he possessed a privately owned 

weapon, ae 22 caliber derringer, that was not registered, The second 

was based on the charge that he had wrongfully used provoking words - 

- toa staff noncommissioned officer. 

| Oswald was released from active duty on September ll, 1959, on 

a "dependency" release and transferr ed to the Marine Corps Reserve 

with obligated service until December 8, 1962, © However, he was 

7 later given an undesirable discharge, effective September 13, 1960, 

based on infor mation that he had taken steps to renounce his American 

citizenship and become a citizen of the Soviet Union, 

~ 23 -



Tree eon cinta netnnin a erie batted tg 

Defection to USSR 

-His Ss mother told FBI agents on April ¢ 28, 1960, that, after his release 

from the Marine Corps. in September, 1959 » he Visited her. in Fort Wor th, 

‘He said he would like to travel and mentioned he might go to Cuba. After. 

spending a few Gays. with her, he left for New Orleans, , indicating he 

planned to. resume work at the import-export company where he had been 

employed for a short t time prior to his Marine Corps enlistment. Not long 

after, however, She received a letier from him in which he said he had 

_ booked passage on a ship going to Europe. In it, he also said, “Just 

remember above all else that my values are very different from Robert or 

yours. Th 18 Robert to whom he referred is an older -brother 

2 A. _ Preparation for Trip 

Subsequent investigation disclosed that Oswald. apparently had more — 

definite plans about travel than he had indicated to his mother at 

‘the, time of his visit with her. He had been issued a United States 

. passport on September 10, 1959 (the day before his release from the / 

Marine Corps), -at Los Angeles, In the application for the passport, a : 

7 he stated. he planned. to depart the United States on. September 21, 1959, 

- fora four- ‘month trip to attend the "College of AL .Schwetzer" (sic) in 

- Switzerland and the University of Tarku in Finland, ‘He planned tourist 

; visits to Switzerland, Finland, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Engla and, 
i re eS 
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ba France, Germany, and Russia. His mother later advised that some- 

- time during the Spring or Summer of 1959, Oswald had made arrange- 

ments to attend the Albert Schweitzer College in Switzerland. She had 
La been advised by the college that he was expected to arrive in April, 1960. 

ae a School offi icials disclosed that he had not attended this College, although 

he had paid a $25 deposit toward the school fee during June of 1959. 

_ bad 2. Saved Money in Marine Corps 

- Oswald's mother said that he had saved about $1, 600 while in the 

Marine Corps. She also stated that to repay $100 she owed him, she 

iad
. 

oo ' had mailed him a check for $20 in December, - 1959, to the Metropole 

il a Hotel in Moscow, but that he had returned the check and requested cash. 

‘She later mailed him $20 in cash to the same address but the letter 

ae containing the money was s returned to her in 1 February, 1960, Showing 

~ ia , 7 : - that he did not reside at the Metropole Hotel. In January, 1960, she an 

- a also. sent him. a $25 bank draft pur chased, ai-the First National Bank in 

- “7 Fort Worth, Texas, 

in 3. Affirmed Allegiance to USSR: | 

_ aa Records. of the United States Department of State disclose that 

- Oswald appeared at the American Embassy in Moscow on October ai, 

[iE «1959, and stated that he wished to renounce his American citizenship. 

- | S a He said he had applied to become a citizen of the Soviet Union and pre- 

oo , Sented his pa ssport and an undated, handwr itten statement in “which he 

; | requested his American citizenship be revoked, indicating that he had enter ed 
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- the Soviet. Union for the express purpose of applying.for citizenship. He 

further indicated the step was taken for political reasons. He stated, "I 

affirm that my allegiance is to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, " 

_ Displaying an ageressive, arr ogant, and uncooperative attitude to the 

American Embassy official, Oswald declared, "I am a Marxist," 

4, Disillusioned with Life in U.S. 

Newspaper reports of Oswald's defection to the Soviet Union quoted 

him as being completely disillusioned with life in 1 the United States, He 

_never wanted to return to the United States, 

reportedly stated he had become interested in Marxism at the age of 

fifteen, that he had: studied Marxist economic theories, and had regarded 

Karl Marx' book, "Das Kapital," as a bible for him, He was quoted as 

stating that he wanted to spend the rest of his life in the Soviet Union and. | 

5. Offered To Disclose Military Information 

During his interview at the American Embassy, Oswald said he had 

been a radar operator in the Marine Corps. Oswald did receive training as 

a radar operator while in the Marine Corps. He said he told Soviet officials 

that as a Soviet citizen he would make known to them information he 

possessed about the Marine Corps and his specialty, indicating he might 

_ know something of special interest to them. 

6. Accepted as Resident Alien 

“The "Washington F Post and ‘Times Herald" for November 16, 1959, 

carried an article reporting that Oswald's "dream" of achieving Soviet 

- citizenship appeared unattainable. Oswald reportedly had stated that Soviet
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authorities would not grant him citizenship but had said he could live in 

’ Russia as a resident alien, 

Return to the U. S. 

-: Tn 1961, Oswald initiated efforts to return to the United Siates, 

' State Depa rtment records contain an n undated letter from him postmarked 

_ kk Minsk, USSR, February 5, 196], requesting the return of his American 

ha
n st

 

passport. He said he would like to return to the United | States if nye 

could come to some agreement concerning the dropping of any le gal 

ED. proceedings a, against me," He advised he could not leave Minsk without. ~ 

permission and was, “therefore, writing instead of visiting the American 

Embase; Ve Another letter was received from him pos tmarked March 5, | ) 

r re 196}, at Minsk in which he requested th hat ¢ a questionnaire be sent him = 9 ------— 

Since a personal interview was precluded because he could not leave 

[ | . ) Minsk without permission, He addressed another letter to the American 

Embassy in Moscow in May, 1961, reiterating his desire to return to 

the United States contingent upon an agreement there would be no legal 

-p . ' action taken against him upon his return, Meanwhile, Oswald had 

- married a Soviet citizen, Marina Nikolaevna Prusakova, on April 30, 1961, 

The following month, he notified the American Embassy of his marriage, 

1, Denied Any Allegiance to USSR 

» - oo On July 8, 1961, Oswald appeared at the American Embassy and 

advised he had taken no oath of allegiance of any kind to the Soviet Union. 

. | oO He said he had not been required to Sign any paper in connection with his



employment in a radio and television factory in Minsk, He exhibited a 

Soviet internal "stateless" passport, number 311478, issued J anuary 14, 

1960. This was considered by the State Department as prima-facie £ 

- evidence that Oswald was not regarded as a Soviet citizen, 

2. Passport Renewed 

On July 10, 1961, Oswald executed an application for renewal 

of passport at the American Embassy, On August 18, 1961, the State 

Department authorized the American Biba Ssy in Moscow to renew it 

for direct travel to the United States. On October 4, 1961, Oswald asked 

the American Embassy to assist him in obtaining exit visas for himself 

and his wife, 

3. Letter to Secretary of Navy 

--In February, ‘1962, John B, Connally, former Seore tary of the 

Navy, received a letter dated J anuary 30, 1961, from Oswald who Was 

still in the Soviet Union, (The 19 él date was possibly an error on Oswald’ 

part. ) In the letter, he protested his "belated dishonourable discharge" 

. from. the Marine Corps Reserve, - (On November 22, 1963, a copy of this 

letter to Mr. _ Connally was for warded to the FBI by the Navy Department, ) 

(Exhibit 17). 

4, Letter to Marine Corps 

| -On April 26, 1962, the Office of Naval Intelligence in Washington, 

D.C, , furnished the FBI a copy of a letter dated March 22, 1962, 

addressed to R. Mcc, ‘Tompkins, Brigadier General, Marine Corps, 

~ 28. 



Assistant Director of Personnel, from Oswald. Oswald acknowledged 

a letter from Tompkins which described the proces s by which his 

undesirable discharge was accomplished, He stated, in part, "My 

request to the Secretary of the Navy, his referral to you and your 

letter to me, did not say anything about a Review, which is what i was 

trying to arrange, " Oswald reiterated that he had violated no Unit ed 

‘States laws and stated, "Ther efore you have no legel (sic) or even moral 

right to reverse my honorable discharge from the U.S. M. Cc. “Sept Ul, 

1961, into an undeserable (sic) discharge," He further stated,. "You may 

consider this letter a request by me for a full x review of my case, 

and indicated that he was pre pared to appear before a review boar “d 

atter his return, to the United States. _ (Exhibit 33) 

5. Repatriation Loan 

State Department records show that on February 24, 1862, - 

Oswald filed an application at the American Embassy in Moscow for a 

Tepatriation loan. This loan, in the amount of $435, 71, was approved 

. by the state Department on March 7; 19 62. A check of State Department 

- records on November 22, 1963, disclosed that it was repaid in full 

following Oswald's return to the United Siates.. This financial assistance 

loan was made under regulations of ‘the state Department authorizing 

loans for repatriation of destitute United States nationals who are in 

complete and unquestioned possession of their citizenship rights and 
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f entitled to receive United States passports. (For a copy of State 

_ Department regulations concerning such loans see Exhibit 34 .) 

6. Arrival in U. S, 

) ) ‘State Department records show that the American Ernbassy 

in Moscow renewed Oswald's passport on May 24, 1962, for his 

direct return to the United. States. On that date, Oswald and his 

wife recorded at the Embassy the birth of a child, June Lee Oswald, 

to them on February 15, 1962. 

co ~ Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service disclosed 

that Lee H, ‘Oswald; his wife, Marina; and their daughter, Tune, arrived | a an 

ae) : in the United States aboard the SS "Maasdam" on June 13, 1962, at 

[ ; Hobolk cen, New Jersey, He was admitted as a U. Ss. citizen, an nd his - 

/ ~ i Wile was adi mitted with a an Immigration. visa as the spouse ofat.s. OO 

: . citizen, They were destined to 7313 Davenport Street, Fort Worth, Texas, 

+ “ the residence of his brother Robert, 

~ | An Immigration officer advised that Oswald told him he had 

La y _ threatened to renounce his U.S. citizenship but had never carried out 

“the threat. He said that, while living in the Soviet Union, he had 

7 J orked as a mechanic, had never voted there, and had held no position 

Lt / - the Russian Go Government, 

m FBI Investigation Instituted 

_ - : In view of the circumstances surrounding Oswald's trip and. 
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residence in the Soviet Union, his re-entry into the United States 

presented the possibility that he had been recruited by the Soviets 

for an intelligence mission in this country. In that connection, an 

FBI investigation of Oswald had been instituted on May 31, 1962, so 

that the FBI would be notified of his re-entry by Immigration authorities, 

The purpose of this investigation was to determine if Oswald had 

been recruited by a Soviet intelligence service. This investigation 

included interviews with Oswald. 

-{. First Interview with Oswald 

Oswald was interviewed by agents of the FBI on June 26, 1962, 

at Fort Worth, Texas. During the interview, he was arrogant and 

generally uncooperative. He was curt and short in many of his answers. 

Oswald denied that he had renounced his U. Ss. citizenship or had : oo 

sought Soviet citizenship. He stated that Soviet officials had never 

attempted to obtain information from him about his knowledge of or 

experiences in,the U. s. Marine Corps. He said that never at any time 

had he given the Sovi ets any information which could be used to the 

. detriment of the United States and that the Soviets had never sought such 

information from him. He also denied ever having offered to reveal to 

the Soviets information he had acquired as a radar operator in the | 

Marine Corps. 

eee - Oswald also denied that he had been recriited by any Soviet 

intelligence organization and stated that he had made no deal with the 

Soviets in order to obtain permission to return to the United States, 
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“Oswald claimed that newspaper reports concerning his trip to 

the Soviet Union had been greatly exaggerated, He said he had taught 

himself the Russian language while in the Marine Corps and could, 

therefore, speak Russian on his arrival in that country. He declined to 

say why he went to Russia but denied that he went out of admiration for 

the Soviet system or because of lack of sympathy for the United States. 

He admitted that in the © past he had been inter ested in Marxist economic 

: theories but denied « ever having been a member of the Communist Party oe 

in the United States, He later added that he went to Russia to "see the 

country." 

Oswald said that the “exaggerated newspaper reports" which had 

appeared in October, 1959, when he arrived in the Soviet Union had. 

~ depicted him as being out of sympathy. with the United States and had 

_- made him look attractive to the Russians, “As a result, he said, he 

received better treatment than he otherwise would have received, . He 

stated that on his arrival in the Soviet Union in October, 1959, he had 

been sent immediately to Minsk and given a job as a metal worker ina 

television factory where he read blueprints and translated blueprint , 

instructions. He said he earned 80 rubles per month, the equivalent of 

$72 in American money, and was permitted to reside at Minsk as 

. a resident alien, 

‘Oswald said the Soviets had made it difficult for his wife to 

_leave the Soviet Union and that the process of obtaining permission for 

' her departure had been lengthy and had required much paper work, 
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He added that, under Soviet law, his wife was required to keep 

-. the Soviet Embassy in this country advised of her current address 

and he planned to contact the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D. C., 

within a few days to comply with that regulation. 

Oswald concluded with the obser vation that he held » no brief for 

the Soviets or the Soviet system and agreed that, in the event he was 

contacted by Soviet intelligence agents in the United States, he would 

promptly notify the FBI. 

2. Reinterview by FBI 

As a follow-up, Oswald was reinterviewed on August 1 6, 1962, 

in Fort Worth, Texas. He stated that he had informed the Soviet - 

_Embassy in Washington, D. C. of his wife's current address and _ 

that she would advise the Soviet Embassy of any future changes of — 

~ address. 

I era 

Oswald said that his undesirable discharge from the U. S. 

Marine Corps Reserve had not been reviewed, and he did not know - 

when his case would be heard. _ He volunteered the. information that. 

he had never enjoyed his ser vice in the Marine Corps and added that 

he had not enjoyed his trip to the Soviet Union any more than he had 

| / enjoyed his service in the Marine Corps. 

~ Oswald advised that no one acting in behalf of the Soviet Union - 

had conta cted him : since his return to the United States. He again 
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Oswald again agreed to notify the FBI if at any time any individual 

contacted him under circumstances indicating that he represented the Soviet Union. 

He stated that he could see no reason why the Soviets would desire to contact him 

but promised to report any such contacts to the FBI, 

Related Subversive Activities 

1. Communist Party, USA 

In September, 1962, Oswald was reliably reported to be a subscriber to 

"The Worker, '' an east coast communist newspaper. In July, 1963, the FBI | 

- Jearned that-Oswald had advised this publication of his change of address. 

In June, 1963, Oswald'notified "The Worker" that he had been a long-time 

had formed a Fair Play for Cuba Committee in New Orleans in an 
p= —_—_—— 

subscriber and 

effort to attract the broad mass of people to a popular struggle. He also sent 

honorary membership cards to Gus Hall, general secretary, and Benjamin Davis, J. 

national secretary of the Communist Party, USA. He asked "The Worker" to send 

him as much literature as possible so that-he could pass it out with Fair Play for 

Cuba leaflets. 

2. Fair Play for Cuba Committee 

During April, 1963, Oswald was in contact with the Fair Play for Cuba 

Committee in New York City. The Fair Play for Cuba. Committee is a pro-Castro : 

organization which is known to have been heavily infiltrated by the Communist Party 

and the Socialist Workers Party and is known to have been furnished funds by the 

Cuban: Government for the Committee's use in support of its activities in the 

‘United States, . 

Oswald advised the Committee that he had passed out pamphlets for it and 

had utilized a placard around his neck reading: "Hands Off Cuba - Viva Fidel." | 
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—-—=——<were arrested with Oswald were discharged. ~~~ 

Records of the New Grleans Police Department show that on 

. August 9, 1963, Oswald was arrested by officers of the New Orleans 

Police Department. He was charged with “Disturbing the Peace by 

Creating a Scene. " The records disclose that Oswald claimed to bea 

member of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, that he was passing out 

circulars in the 700 block of Canal Street, and became involved in an 

argument with three Cuban immigrants. 

Municipal Court records at New Orleans disclose that Oswald 

appeared before Second: Municipal Court Judge Edwin A. Babylon on 

August 12, 1963, and entered a plea of guilty at which time he was 

"sentenced to pay a fine of $10 or serve ten days in jail. He elected to 

pay the fine. Court.records fa rther disclose that three | persons who 

Oswald Again Interviewed. 

At his request, Oswald was interviewed on 2 Angust 10, 1963, at | 

the First District Station, New Orleans Police Department, by: an FBI 

agent. Oswald advised he had established r esidence in New Orleans 

about four months earlier and that after coming t to New Orleans he had 

‘begun reading various types of literat ture distr ibuted by the Fair Play 

for Cuba Committee. He said that he did not consider the Fair Play 

for Cuba Committee to be a communist or communist - controlled .- 

group and expressed the belief that the main objective of the group was 

to prevent the United States from attacking Cuba or interfer: ring in Cuban 

~36-_
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. political affairs, 

Activities of One A. J.. Hidell 

Oswald said that he had sent a letter to the Fair Play for Cuba 

7 Committee Headquarter s in New York City together with $5 advising 

~that he wished to join this group. According to Oswald, in late May, 196 3,. 

he received a Fair Play for Cuba Committee national membership card 

. dated May 28, 1963, and signed by Vv. T. Lee. ‘Shortly thereafter, he said, 

he also received a membership card for the New Orleans Chapter of the , 

_Fair Play for Cuba Cormmittee dated June 6; 1963, and signed by one 

A, J. Hidell, Oswald exhibited both cards. (Exhibits 2, 35) 
Oswald said that subsequent to joining the Fair Play for Cuba 

Committee he had received a monthly circular from this group and had 

spoken with Hidell on the telephone on several occasions concerning 

-general matters regarding Fair Play for Cuba Committee business, - 

However, he said he had never personally met Hidell and could not 

-... recall the latter's telephone number. Oswald claimed Hidell had 

previously had a.telephone but that it had been discontinued, 

Oswald further stated that the Fair Play for Cuba Committee did 

:not have any offices in New Orleans but that he had attended two meetings 

-of the group at private residences, He claimed that at each meeting 

there were about five individuals present to whom he was introduced 

only on a first-name basis; that he did not recall any of the names of these 

persons; and that at each meeting ; a different group of individuals was 

in attendance. Oswald claimed one meeting was at his home and, when 

+ et ~ 37 - 
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asked how he had notified other members concerning this meeting, 

he declined to comment, | Oswald claimed that Hidell had written 

. him on August 7, 1963, and asked him to distribute some Fair 

Play for Cuba Committee literature in the downtown New Orleans 

area. .Oswald said he had accordingly undertaken to distribute this 

literature on August §,. 1963. | He had previously received it from the 

Fair Play for Cuba Committee Headquarters, While engaged in this | 

activity, he had been accosted by three Cubans who subsequently , 

became involved in a heated argument with him, This led to the 

arrest of Oswald and the three Cubans by local police. 

Investigation by the PBI in New Orleans at that time did not 

disclose the existence of a person in New Orleans named A. J. Hidell. 

—pupliély Avowed Marxist 9 re 

During his appearance on the radio program, "Conversation 

| Carte Blanche, " broadcast on August 21, 1963, over Station WDSU, 

, New Orleans, Oswald was asked whether or not he agreed with the 

; - speech of Fidel Castro on July 26, 1963, in which Castro described 

President Kennedy as "A ruffian and a thief." In reply,.. Oswald said: 

"T would not agree with that particular wording. - However, Tand the 

Fair Play for Cuba Committee does (sic) think that the U. S. Government , 

through certain agencies, namely the State Department and CIA, has 

made monumental mistakes in its relations with Cuba. Mistakes ) 

which are pushing Cuba to the sphere of activity of, let's say, avery 

—~ - 38-



oa dogmatic communist country as China is." 

.. No other direct mention was made of President Kennedy during 

_this program. During the course of the program, Oswald acknowledged 

- : . that he was a "Marxist" and identified himself as Secretary of the 

: | ~ New Orleans chapter of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. 

; 7 Oswald's Return to texas | 

. E _. On October 1, 1963, the rental agent for the Oswald residence in 

. no - New, Orleans advised the FBI that, on. September 25, 1963, Oswald and 

- | his family h had vacated the apartment at 4905 Magazine Street and that 

J ~ : Mrs. _Osw ald. and the child had depar ted ina station wagon with Texas 

: ys a _ license plates driven by the woman who had, about June, 1963, brought 

- oo | oe Mrs. Oswald to New Orleans from Texas. The rental agent also stated 7 

- ts - that Mrs. Oswald was expecting a baby and that the Oswalds still owed 

a $17 rent for the apartment. - 

~_yqQ a. investigation was initiated to ascertain the whereabouts « of the 

He Oswalds, “In October, 1963, the FBI received reports that a person 

; E _ - ~ possibly identical with Lee Harvey Oswald had been in Mexico City 

~ . -4 during the 1 latter part of September. and the first part of October, 1963, 

‘Where he was in touch with the Soviet Embassy to inguire if a response 

i had been received from Washington. It was later determined that this . 

n 4 | referred to his request for a visa to enter the Soviet Union. 

Se ae et rae ee om ete 



zg ; On October 25, 1963, it was learned that, when Oswald left 

New Orleans, hé furnished a forwarding address of 2515 West Fifth 

4] street, Irving, Texas. Inquiries in Irving on October 29, 1963, , 

2 | : disclosed that this was the residence of Mrs. Ruth Paine, a part-time — 

teacher of the Russian language at St. Marks School in Dallas. It was 

4 ascertained that a Russian -born woman who had recently given birth 

abo to a child was living at Mrs. Paine's residence and that the husband 

- of the Russian-born woman did not reside at this address but periodically 

visited his wife. 

La - : -. .Qn November 1, 1963, Mrs. Ruth Paine was inte erviewed and 

| confi: -med that Mrs. Oswald was living with her. she a advised that 

joo Oswald was li living at an unknown address in Dallas « and was working 

CEL as a laborer at the Texas School Book Depository.. She said that he 

intended to rent an apartment as soon as he had enough money and 

— , would then take his wife and children to live with him. 

Bey On November 5, 1963, Mrs. Paine advised the FBI that 

Oswald had visited his wife on November 2and3, 1963. Neither 

py Oswald nor his wife was interviewed by the FBI on these occasions. 

i | : oo ~49- 
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|B. After Assassination of President Kennedy 

After President John F. Kennedy was assassinated on November 

22, 1963, and Lee Harvey Oswald was implicated, the investigation 

1-, ° | of Oswald was expanded to include every facet of his life. 

ry Early Years 

“Following his birth in New Orlea ns, Louisiana, on October i8, 

ae 1939, Lee Harvey Oswald's life was marked during his early years by 

frequent changes of residence and attendance at various elementary 

. _ schools, 

- bed. ., 1. Elementary School Period 

: . ~ ‘Duri ing the first five year rs of his life, Oswald’ 's family moved — 

.. _ _ from the place of his birth, > New » Orleans, to Dallas, Texas, and ; , 

fat... then to Fort Worth, ‘Texas. They resided in what was known as 

i : , | the Benbrook. suburb of Fort Worth prior to making another move to __ 

oe Covington, Louisiana. — - , 

an Covington Grammar School records show Oswald attended 

7 ; that schoo! from September, 1946, to January 24, 1947, His grades. 

py 7 _ ‘were good, and he received a "B" in conduct. The records indicate 

— | he left the school because the family was moving to Texas. 

. | eine ee ee ce ee eee elie ee te , veces cote ane - 
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= : - According to Oswald's brother, Robert, the family moved at 

.. that time to Fort Worth. School records there show Oswald attended 

apy - the Riglio Elementary School in that city from 1947 to 1952. He left 

_ when the family moved to New York City. 

2. Junior High School. Period 

~ pee . _ Following his arrival in New York City, Oswald attended 

Junior High School #117 in the Bronx. School records there give 

evidence of personal difficulties in Oswald's life. He attended the 

school from September 30, 1952, until January 16, 1953.. During that 

period, he was absent 2 toial of 48 days and failed six of nine courses.. 

_a. Psychiatric Analysis in New York 

_ Oswald's excessive absences from school were brought to the 

attention of the Children's Court, Probation Bureau, and after a court . 

bul. hearing he was remanded to the Bronx Youth House for psychiatric study 

when he was 13 years ofage. The. results of this study were not available 

previously and were brought to the attention of the FBI on November 21, 

1963, when a presiding judge of the Appellate Division instructed that 

a Oswald's record should be revealed because it was now pertinent toa 

_ matter of national interest. Ordinarily, such records cannot be divulged —_ 

babe because they are confidential under law. 

i = 
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- an The psychiatric report disclosed that Oswald displayed traits 

r L . indicative of a greatly disturbed person. He was described as a 

: de . . seriously detached, withdrawn youngster and dia agnosed as having a 

oe personality-pattern disturbance with schizoid features and.passive- 

_ aggressive tendencies, He was said to be suffering the impact of 

_ g ~ existing emotional isol ation and deprivation, lack of affection, absence 

~~ FR “of family life, and ‘rejection by a self-involved and conflicted mother, 

i ~ The report further indicated that Oswald enjoyed a fantasy life 

_ =n oO | revolving around his own omnipotence and power--a fantasy, life through 

~ z J 7 which he tried to compensate for his frustrations. He acknowledged — 

- a4 fantasies about being powerful and sometimes hurting or killing people. 

at ~ 7 : 7 a The report also indicated that Oswald Gisliked everyone. He : a 

~ : : maintained a barrier between himself and others, exhibiting strongly. 

i 7 ] _resistive and negativistic features, 

- a 1 - - During most of the period that he was being afforded psychiatric | 

~ ; | study, Oswald attended Junior High School #44 in the Bronx, The records > oe 

a = _.. ..there show his attendance from March 28, : 1953, to Janua 12, 1954. 

—b They indicate an improvement in attendance, ‘He was absent only 18 full 

~ a oo days and 11 half days in an attendance period of 200 days. His grades 

— , ‘similarly improved, and he passed six of eight subjects. 

— B. 7 . ~499- 
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qu . Notations in the school record also show, however, that Oswald | 

had a quick temper, that he constantly lost control, and was involved 

J _in fights with others. This was supported by the p sychiatric report, 

a wherein it was noted that, while his attendance at school had improved, 

. his conduct was still unsatisfactory. He consistently refused to salute 

La the flag, yet his occupational goal was to join the Army. 

yo ‘Oswald's last report at that school showed he received a 
a ; 

satisfactory rating in courtesy, social participation, and effort. He 

bd was ratéd unsatisfactory in congeniality, self-control and dependability. 

>S ~ An instructor recalled him as a quiet, lonely boy who appeared to be 

preoccupied and living in a dream world. 

Aon, ........ The psychiatric progress report on Oswaid in November, 1953, 

| [| showed that he had improved in behavior and would then salute the flag. 
ne oe a 

Despite this improvement, it was said he should receive psychotherapeutic 

ae oe treatment, His mother, according to the report, had consistently refused 

to contact Oswald's probation officer during his period of supervision. 

or because of her employment, and she objected to the recommended 

a - _ .psychotherapeutic treatment in view of the progress he was making. 

--In Jamary, 1954, she wrote a letter to the probation officer indicating 

ee that she intended to move to New Orleans. The case was discharged 

by the court shortly thereafter in view of the fact that Oswald was no 

longer in New York. 



be - Return tao New Or leans 

Upon x return tO New Orleans, the Oswald family took up residence 

at 1454 St. Mary's Street. ‘They remained at this address until 

approximately Mav, 1955, when they moved to 126 Exchange Place, 

7 “y _ New Orleans. Neighbors i in \ the vicinity of these two ad dresses advised hat 

Oswald and his mo ther were hard-pressed financially during this period. 

] They also said that Oswald appeared to have no close friends and stayed 

y at home a great deal of the time. 

ot While residing at these addresses, Oswald attended the Beauregard 

a on | “Junior High School, New Orleans, fromthe Spring of 1954 until Sune, 1955. 

He’ entered as an eight h-grade student and left after completion. of his ; ie 

ninth year. His academic pérformance was rated satisfactory and his 

fl 4 grades ranged from mid-to-high 70's in courses which included civics, 

general mathematics, physical education, science, English, and industrial 

7 ; arts. 

bs 4 ==" -) Nine individuals acquainted with Oswald during his attendance at this 

'school described him as.a "loner'' who appeared to have no close friends. 

.. f _ “He read a great deal and did not appear to have an interest in group activities. 

yt = = 8,- High School Period 
— wee 

* Oswald began attending high schoo! in New Orleans. He entered the 

‘Warren 1 Easton High School there on September 8, 1955. School records show 
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he liked courses in civics, mathematics, and science. He least 

liked English and art. He listed his vocational choices as 

biology and mechanical drawing. On October 14 , 1955, he 

withdrew from the school, indicating that his family was leaving 

_ the area. 

Oswald did not leave’ the New Orleans area immediately 

and, instead, remained out of school for ayear. Inthe Fall of 

1955 and the Winter of 1956 , he was employed in New Orleans as 

a messenger and office boy for several firms. He worked for 

Gerard F. Tujague, Inc. , as a messenger from November 10, 1955, 

until January 14, 1956. 

Mr. Tujague recalls Oswald asa quiet, nonsocial person 

whe normally would go home to eat lunch with his mother. Four 

of his former fellow employees there recalled him but they were 

unable to add any additional pertinent information about his activities 

there. 

In January, 1956, Oswald worked briefly as an office boy 4 and 

runner for J. R. Michels, Inc., in New Orleans, and subsequently 

was employed for a period of "not more than a few months" asa 

messenger for the Pfisterer Dental Laboratory in the same city.



Dewalt 

‘ Re
pt
rc
ut
 

fe
cw
on
d 

Be
eu
ac
d 

“geri ious ‘about what he considered 

se nena A EE ten ot beers anes 

_.A former employee of Oswald at the Plisterer Dental 

Laboratory in 1 New Orlea ans advised on November 23, 1963, that in a 

discussion. ne had with Oswald, when they woz ‘ked toge ther, Gswald 

had made the statement that the President at that time, Dwie ht D. 

Eisenhower, was exploiting the working class. According to this 

individual, Oswald had added, in a most serious vein, that he would 

like to } “il Presi dent Wisenhower. 

x io2! 2Phis former co-worker recalled that Oswald had been very 

hac. t -aised Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev with the observation that 

he was Sincere in attempting to improve the lot of working people, 

~ When. Oswald resigned fror his craployment at the Pfisterer 

Dental haboratory, he indicated that he was going io Texas, where he - 

had a job sell ing shoes. 

-QOn September 4, 1956 Osx veld registered at the Arlington foot 3 2 egi oe 

Heights Senior High School in Fort Wor 

wes 
‘were transferred to Arlington Heights Senior Hich School from Warren 

Ty 
Easton Hig rh School, indic ing he had not atic nded school elsewhere 

curing the intervening period.
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' However, Oswald's return to high school was only for a brief period. 

It will be recalled that he enlisted in the Marine Corps on October 24, 

1956. 

At this point it should be noted that in the process of verifying 

and checking Oswald's residences, attendance at various schools, and 

employments up to the time he entered military service, numerous 

individuals were interviewed.. Many with whom he had come into contact 

during that period did not recall him. Those who did could offer little - 

other than that there was common agreement that he was a "loner" and 

a seeming misfit who was quite often rude, arrogant,.and self-centered. 

to be bitter about the fact that his father had died before he was born. 

‘He felt, they said, that he had received "a raw deal out of life." This 

bitterness did not, however, appear to be directed against anyone in 

particular, they said. 

- Military Duty 

_ Oswald's active duty tours in military service as obtained from 

" his Marine Corps records show the following assignments: _ 

10/26/56 - 1/20/57 Marine Corps Recruit Depot, 
Fe San Diego, California 

1/20/57 - 2/26/57 Marine Corps Base, Camp 
, _ Pendleton, California 

‘Associates during Oswald's brief high school days said he appeared



Marine Air Deta imMen 

Naval Air. Techn : 

Jacksonville, Flo rida: 

5/4/57 ~ 6/19/57 7: Detached Duty, Kessler Air 
Force Base, Missippi 

E 

_ 71/9/87 - 9/12/87 Marine Corps Air Station 
| . kl Tora , Califor na 

| oe ~ 9/12/54 - 12/22/68 | Fleet Marines, Pacific Area 

Marine Corps Air Station [ 12/ 22/58 ~ 9/11/58 } 

“, oo . . El Toro, California ah 

| at Oswald was in the U. §. Marine Cor a ps, he 
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— - Peter F. Connor, a former Marine who served at the ] Naval Air 

3 ‘Station at Atsu wi, Japan, luring parts of 1957 and 1958 W ith Oswald, said i, Sais 

“ Oswald had ihe reputati ion of being a good worker, but he also said Oswald 

was a "real sloppy Marine." He described Oswald as 2 troubler aker 

; _ who engaged in "a few fights." In connection with Oswald’ s being court. : 

- _ ..Mmartialed for possession of an unregistered, privately owned weepon, 

/ wned derringer in the barracks 

grazing 0 Oswal id. This. 
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Some also commented on Oswald's procommunist.tendencies. He wd 

was said to have expressed admiration for the Soviet form of government, 

and he did, as he had said, study the Russian language while stationed 

in Japan. A fellow Marine also noted that Oswald'received a newspaper, 

"The Worker, " which, as was previously noted, is an east coast 

communist newspaper. They said he also subscribed to several Soviet . - 

publications. On one occasion in a barracks discussion, Oswald took a 

.” pro-Castro stand. 

Trip to the Soviet Union: 

After Oswald left the Marine Corps and briefly visited his mother _ 

~-in Fort Wor th in September, 1998, he went to New Or leans where he © 

. boarded the SS. Marion Lykes" for Europe. ‘The shi P s manifest shows 

that the ship departed port September | 19, 1959, and that Lee H. Oswald 

‘was listed as a passenger on the vessel. i also shows that he paid $215 

fare, plus $5.75 tax. 

“" Oswald's American passport, which was among his personal effects’ 

at the time of his death, contained stamps indicating he arrived at Le Havre, 
France, on October 8, 19 59. _ He left Le Havre the same day and arrived at 

Southampton, England, the following day. The day after that he ernbar ked 

at London Airport and arrived in Helsinki, Finland, on October 10, 1959, 

Five days later, he arrived in the Soviet Union, 
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| y Oswald's Suicide Attempt 

Among Oswald's per rsonal effects obtained following his arrest 

- was a handprinted "Historic Diary" which deals largely with his 

a - activities in the Soviet Union from the time he arrived in Moscow, until 

Se , his arrival in Minsk on J anuary 7, 1960. In this diary, Oswald sets forth, 

- again, the reasons: che desired to "dissolve" his United States ¢ tizenship, 

i The diary also contains an account of Oswald's attempted st on 

if - October 21, 1959, when he was ordered to leave the Soviet Union by 8 PM 

; that day when his visa expired. Oswald was "shocked," his "dreams" 

=~ | were'Shattered, and he a ttempted suicide by slashing his left wrist, 

‘ : He was found about an hour later by his Intourist guide and rushed to a 

po hospital where five stitches were taken in his wrist and he was confined ~ 

7 in the “insanity” ward. (Exhibit 36) | 

po Life in the Soviet Union. 
-, 

. Pe a He details his efforts to obtain Russian citizenship and to renounce 

E | . a his American citizenship. He also related that he was told on , 

January 4, 1960, that he could stay in Russia and would receive tsoney —_ 

; . from the med Cross" to pay his hotel bills and expenses, The iollowing 

~ | | ) “aay, he received 5,000 rubles and, on n January 7, 1960, left Mc oS cow by 

| train for Minsk. His Moscow hotel bill was 2, 200 rubles and the i train 

7 | ) ticket to Minsk, 150 rubles. On that date, he states, he wrote to his mother 

_ | | 
| = 50 - 
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Oswald's Proposed Book 

£ 

What appear to be a handwritten manuscript and a typewritten 

‘version of a proposed book by Oswald also were ciscovered among his _ 

personal effects. This material consists of 4 9 typewritten pages with 

handprinted corrections, 2 hand written foreword, and a table of contents. 

It sets forth, in progressively more disor rganized form, his description 

of Soviet society. Both the handwritten and handp inted portions of these 

materials were determined, after examination by the FBI Laboratory, 

to have been prepared by Oswald. (Exhibit 38) 

Views on Communism 

Also found among the personal effects of Oswald were eight and 

_one- ~half. sheets of Lined paper containing handprinting which appeared to. 

be a draft of an article for publication. The following are e quotations from 

this article: 

"The Cormmmunist Party of the United States has betrayed 

itself! a 

"It has turned itself into the traditional lever of a for eign _ 

power to overthrow 7 the Government of the United States, not 

in the name of freedora or high ideals, but in servile conformity 

_ to the wishes of the Sov viet Union and in anticipation of Soviet - 
‘ 

Russia's complete domination of the American continent. 

~ 53 - 
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commenting on communism and cay 

-also were handprinted by Oswald, (Exhibit 42) 

% 

truth shall make you free, 

more or less than select the lesser of two evils." 

The FBI Labora Lor ry has i
 

by Oswald, (Exhibit 40) 

ieterimined that these n otes Were 

a 

Oswald's personal effects also contained handwritten: notes 

Communism. Socialism 

Als o found 4 among © ~swald's personel effects were he 

contain we biogra phica 1 date, The FBI Laboratory determin red 

‘Questions and Answers 

Amon ng ¢ Os wald" S personal effects were two se tg of hondwe itter 

questions and answers... The questions eight in‘number, were the sa 

e done nothing 

Wi written 

a 
4 

in each set, but the answers were different. For example, in answer to 

fang Gy Tarnioc . n band 4 33 nid against American policies in foreign countries and “discontent and 

£4 Oy yen wf AT. TT + at the line of reasoning of the UL S. Government. ' 
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One answer to the question as to whether. he made statements 

against the United States was "yes" and the other "no." One answer 

‘to the question as to whether he broke any laws by residing and 

~ working in the USSR indicated that he took an oath of allegiance to the 

USSR and the other indicated that he did not. One answer to the question 

"are you a communist" was "no, of course not" and the other was "yes 

basically, although I hate the USSR and socialist system J still think 

Marxism can work under different circumstances, i. 

. The FBI Laboratory determined that both sets of notes were — 

written by Oswald, (Exhibit 43) , 

Views on Interviews ee ee 

citizenship set forth in his diary, Oswald's personal effects contained - 

a handprinted account of his meeting with an American Embassy official 

on October 31, 1959, In this account he indicates that he told the 

official that he was a Marxist and requested that he be allowed to renounce 

his American citizenship, ~ 

The FBI Laboratory determined that this handprinting was 

prepared by Oswald, (Exhibit 44) - 

~56 = 

_In.addition to the account_of.his efforts to renounce his American’ — | 
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Oswaid's personal effects contained an account of his interview with 

Miss Aline Mosby, a United Press International foreign correspondent, 

on November 15, 1959. He relates that in answer to her question why . 

he went to Russia he told her that he had waited for two years to "dissol ive" 

his American citizenship and first started s studying Marxism when he was 

16 years of age. This account ends, "T saw the American military hauling 

a cannon up a montain (sic) side , the tools of war and opprestion (sic) i 

learned to hate the U, Ss imperalistic (sic) military."" The FBI Laboratory 

determined that this account is in Oswald's handwriting. (Exhibit 45) | 

Oswald's personal effects also contained a handwritten account 

of his amorous affairs inthe USSR. The FBI I Laborat ory determined 

. that this aceount was in Oswald's handwriting. (Exhibit 46) ooo 

Financial Picture of Trip 

Oswald's mother had advised the ‘FBI on April 28, 1960, that 

her son had saved approximately $1, 500 while in the Marine Corps. 

When Oswald arrived in England on October 9, 1959, he declared $700, 

For his return to the United States from the Soviet Union, he borrowed 

$435. 71 under a Department of State repatriation loan and, on his arrival 

in the United States on dune 13, 1962, was destitute. Records of the U. 8S, 

Department of Health, ‘Education, and Welfar e, which agency assists in 

repatriation matters, show that his brother, Robert, paid $200 for the 

travel ¢ expenses ‘of Oswald's family | irom New York City to Fort Worth, 

Texas, 

~ 57 --
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repaid in fu! 

August 7, 1962, Thereafter, a payment pe
ly

 

t Of 

1962; two separate payments of $10 were m 

; 1962, ‘Then three lay another on November 14, 19 

one of $150 on December 7 

and the final payment of 9106 with which ras 

fail on February 7, 1963, All payments 

During the period of time in which 

Employment in Fort Worth 

‘When Oswald arrived in Fort Worth following hi 

United States, he resided for a month with hi 

July 15, 1962, he obta ined employment wit 

as @ Sheetmetal worker and 

Weldin ng Company terminated October 6, 

company confirmed the employrnent but could add noth 

the 

but th 
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gu BO Move to Dallas 

A few days after he terminated his employment at: the Leslie Welding 

Compariy in Fort Worth, Oswald moved to Dallas. There, through the 

oa Texas Employment Commission, he was referred to Jaggars-Chiles~ 

Stovall, Inc. , 2 gr aphic arts company, where he was hired, as a trainee. 

On November 30, 1963, Robert L. Stor reall, pr esident of the company, 

said that he had heard that Oswald talked frequently about Russia and 

occasionally had communist newspapers with him. 

1, Contact with Communist Party 

: i — - During the period of that employment, Oswald received correspondence 

from the Communist Party in New York Ci ty. One of the items ‘found in his 

7 personal: effects after” his s death was'a letter dated December 13, 1962 5 on 

the letterhead of the "Gus Hall- Benjamin Je Davis, Defense Committ ee," 

It acknowledged receipt of samples of photographic work and expressed 

appreciation for Oswald's offer to do this type of work for the Committee. 

ca (exhapit 47) 

. Gus Hall is general secretary of the > Communist Party, USA, and 

be
an
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Benjamin J. ‘Davis, Jr., is its national secretary. ons 
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Another letter in Oswald's personal effects was one dated December 

4 19, 1962, .on the letterhead of ‘The Worker." It thanked Oswald for the 

“blow ups" and for his "kind offer." Jt said that "from tirae to time we 

shall call on you."" (Exhibit 48) 
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2. Contact with the Socialist Workers Party 

‘Items from Oswald's personal effects also indicate that, at about 

.. the same time, he also was in contact with the Trotskyite Socialist 

Workers Party, a bitter rival of the Communist Party, USA. One of 

the items is a letter dated November 5, 1862, on the letterhead of the 

Socialist Workers Party, acknowledging his request for an application 

in Dallas. (Exhibit 49) 

, Another item is a letter dated December 9, 1962, signed by Bob 

Chester, 116 University Place, New York City, indicating that Oswald's 

letter and "reproductions" were turned over to Chester by the "SWP Office" 

(presumably the Socialist Workers Party) and inquiring as to Oswald's: 

photographic ability. (Exhibit 50) , 

. ‘Still another item is a letter dated March 27, 1963, on the letterhead 

of the Socialist Workers Party and signed by Joseph Task. He thanked 

Oswald for his letter of March 24, 1963, and the clipping which had been 

enclosed with it. He said that because of Oswald's age and location his 

name was being referred to the ‘Young Socialist Alliance, a youth . | 

organization of the Socialist Workers Party. (Exhibit 51) __ 

nn addition, there ‘was in Oswald's personal effects a letter dated 

April 26, 1963, from Mrs. V. Halstead, Pioneer Publishers, 116 University 

Place, New York City. It indicated that in response to Oswald's request, 

. he was being furnished with the words to the "Internationale," revolutionary 

S0clalist sons AAR 0 

- 60 - 

for membership and advising him that there we's no branch of the organization
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Mrs. Virginia Haistead is the manager of Pioneer Publications, 

a business owned and operated by the socialist Workers Party at 

ll6 University Place, New York, New York. 

3. Employment and Domestic Difficulties — 

Meanwhile, Oswald was experiencing difficulties both with his 

employment and his family life, Mr. John Graef, director of the 

Jagears- ~Chiles- Stovall photogr aphic department, recalled’ that there 

had been reports of friction between Oswald and other employees. 

_ Neighbors interviewed by FBI agents subsequent to the 

assassination, as well as prior thereto in March, 1983, stated 

there was friction between Oswald and his wife. They had been living 

_ in an apartment at 604 Elsbeth Street in Dallas, but were forced to move 

~ because neighbors. ‘complained that Oswald drank to excess and beat his. | 

wife, At the same time, Oswald's wife had contacted the Soviet Embassy 

asking for mater ial aid to return to the Soviet Union. . 

Mr. Graef reéalléd that by April) 1963, if was s felt that Oswald 
_ had not lived up to expectations as a trainee at the graphic arts company, 

and his employment there was terminated on April 6, 1963. - 

Move to New Orleans. 

A few days later Oswald went to New Orleans, ‘He stayed for a few 

days with en aunt, Mrs. Charles Murret, and made a claim for inemployment 
o 

compensation to the New Orleans Office of the Louisiana Employment Com-~ 

‘Mission on April 29, 1963. 

~ 61 -— on 
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Reg ularly each week from duly 22, 196 

‘of a notice of change of address a 

assistant by the William B. Relly and 7 peseesils 

any x Say way: at at ans * 5 L 3 i wiaar and moved into an apartment at 4905 Magazine Street in New Orleans. 

on
e Oswald's employment. at he Reily Company terminated on , Taly 18, 

1968, when he was discharged due to unsatisfactory services Seven 

officials and emo ploy ees of the compan ly were inter -viewed concernin 12 OS 

individual w ho. had no clo se friends 

atthe firm. He was not well liked by the cther employees and was not 

considered : a good worker. 

o
h
 Following Oswald's dismissal by 

fy, 

unempioyment compensation be 

Role in Paix > Play for Cuba Cormmittee 

Oswald's period of unemployment. enabled him to devote nmicre time 

ipport of the Fair Play ! for Cuba Com: nittee. Among 

which were found following his 

1a, 1965, was a letter to him dat 

Jetterhead of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. Tt acknowle load 

ar and er nclosed a-renewal form as well as 4 

copy of the current literature catalogue. (Exhibit 52) 
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Found in Oswald's possession after his arrest was a 2 card issued 

to Lee H. Oswald dated May 28, 1963, and signed by V. T. Lee, 

‘Executive Secretary for the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, (Exhibit ii) 

Among Oswald's effects was a letter to him dated May 29, 1963, 

on the letterhead of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. It enclosed 

"your card and receipt" and expr essed appr eciation for Oswald! S intere 

in tr ying to forrn a Committee chapter in 1 New Orleans. The letter gave 

him detailed advice concerning such an endeavor and encouraged him 

in it. (Exhibit 53) , 

-. In an apparent acknowledgment of thé above letter, Oswald 

sent an undated letter to "Dear Mr. Lee" and expressed i appreci ation 

~~ for the advice concerning his "try" at organizine a New Orleans. 

chapter of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, He stated that, according 

to the advice of Mr. Lee, he had taken a Post office box but, contrary 

to Mr. Lee's advice, he had decided to open an office. He enclosed a 

circular and stated, "you may think the circular is too provocative, but . 

.._Lwant it to attract attention even if it is the attention of the lunatic fringe. . 

I had 2000 of them run off."" He continued by outlining his proposals. for 

recruiting members and distributing literature. He advised that he 

would keep the addressee posted and solicited advice and any other help: 

which he might offer. 
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La 

aco > ...° > > & Tulane University graduate student residing currently in 
- hens k . . . : : . 

4 ; 
pay A New Orleans, advised on November 26, 1963, that he has participated 

my in Fair Play for Cuba activities in other areas of the country but has 

never known of any organized activity of the organization in New Orleans. 

a A teacher at St. Martin's Episcopal School ina suburb of New Orleans, 

iS ‘said he had béen interested in joining the Fair Play for Cuba Committee 

. 5 after his arrival from Cuba and before he became disenchanted with 

wt Fidel Castro. He stated that he had never heard of a New Orleans 

“ ; Chapter of the Committee. | 

- Lo An investigation was conducted in the vicinity of the neighborhood 

Em on Magazine Street where Oswald had resided in New Orleans, and there 

- 4] was no indication Oswald had ever held any meetings of any kind at his 

_~ J 5 - yresidence. 

~ z 4 Vincent Ted Lee, National Chairman of the Fair Play for Cuba 

; : ; Commiitee, was interviewed December 3, 1963. He stated he had no 

_ Eb. _ knowledge of a charter having been issued by him to Oswald or anyone 

ain ‘else for a Committee chapter in New Orleans. Lee said he could not 

i / | recall ever having met Oswald and had no recollection -of any personal 

- i = . correspondence with him. 
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4 Continued Contacts with Commun 1ist Party 

: ‘ _ While engaged at the time in activities supporting the Fair Play _ 
for Cuba Committee, Oswald continued to maintain contact with the 

e 
R
e
w
 

“Communist Party. Items found, for ex xample, among his personal 
| effects after his arrest on November 22, 1963, included: 

a A letter dated July 31, 1963, on the letterhead of ‘the Coramunist 

Ca
v 

se
me

, 

Party, USA, and signed by Arnold J ohnson, Director, Information and 
Lecture Bureau. This letter acknowledged. Oswald s previously deseribed 

letter to "The Worker, " for warded literature, and expressed approval that 
z "movements" in Support of fair play for Cuba had developed in New Orleans. 

(Exhibit 54 

Be Aletter ‘dated September 19 » 1968 , from Arnold J ohnson acknowledging 
‘Oswald's letter of August 28th to Elizabeth G. Piyan, national chairman of 
the Communist Party, USA, “which was turned over to Johnson for. reply. 

| It also acknowledged ¢ Oswald's letter of September l, 1963, which indicated . 
/ he was plenning to move to Baltimore and suggested that, alter he moved, 

J he get in touch "with | us here and we will find some way of getting in touch 
with you in that. city, " He. also gave Oswald advice concerning participation 
in organizations, (Exhibit 55) 

~ On December 3, 1963, John J, Abt, New York attorney who is 
| _ Tepresenting the Communist Party, USA, in the legal proceedings 

ne tt at 
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‘ against the Party under the Internal Security Act of 19 50, turned over to Syd 

the FBI, on behalf of his client, Arnold Johnson, correspondence between 

| Oswald and the Party. Included in this correspondence are previously 

| _ mentioned letters from Johnson to Oswald dated July 31, 1963, and 

ril
ed 

_ September 19,1963. (Exhibits 54 and 55}. In addition, there are included 

- six handwritten letters from Oswald to J ohnson, "The Worker" and the 

~Communist Party, USA, | in which Oswald describes his activities in 

“New Orleans and Dallas, reguests a. job with mEhe Wo rker" and solicits 

. advice_on his role in "the struggle for progress and freedom. a 

The FBI Laboratory has determined that the six handwritten letters S
o
r
e
t
 

to Johnson were prepared by ¢ Oswald. (oxhibit 56), 

Mrs. Oswaid's Move to Texa . . at 

Meanwhile, Oswald's Wi ife continued her efforts to obtain assistance 

in returning to the Soviet Union. A letter to her from the Soviet Embassy 

dated August 5, 1963, advised her that her request to enter the Soviet Union 

for permanent residence had been forwarded to Moscow for processing. 

Toward the end of September, 1963, Oswald's wife left New Orleans 

~. and went to live in Irving, Texas, with a friend, Mrs. Ruth Paine. The latter 
o3 why . >. 

who resides at 2515 West 5th Street in Irving, advised on November 23, 1963, 

. | that she had first bec come acquain nted with the Oswalds ata social gathering in 

February, 1963. Mrs. Paine said she developed a friendship with Oswal a's 
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wife because the latter spoke only Russian and Mrs, Paine, who. also . 

speaks Russian, wa anted someone to converse with in that lan guage, 

Mrs. Paine said that after the Oswdlds went to New Orleans, 

vhere Oswald was arrested for distributing pro-Castro literature she W : $ 

felt sorry for his wife, who was then in the late stages of pregnancy. As 

a result, she drove to New Orleans and brought Mrs. Oswald back to live 

vith her at her home in Irving, where they arrived on September 24, 1963, 

When they left. New Orleans, according to Mrs. Paine, Oswald was 

still in New Orleans; however, .she said, she subsequently determined from 

a rough draft of a letter Oswald later left lying around her house that he 

apparently had gone to Mexico City from New Orleans, where he contacted the 

Soviet Emb assy and the Cuban Embassy. 

Obtained Passport — 

State Department records. checked on November 242, 1968, disclosed 

that Oswald had applied for an American passport at New Orleans, Louisiana, 

on June 24,1963. In his application, he had stated that he intended to depart 

New Orleans during the period October to December, 1963, for propose 

~-~-travel as a tourist to England, France, Germany, Holland, Russia, Finland, 

Raly, and Poland. . oo 

He was issued Passport Number D092526 at New Orleans on 

June 25, 1963. This passport was 3 valid for three years for travel to all 

countries except Albania, Cuba and those portions of China, Korea, and 

Vietnam under communist control. This passport was found among his 

oe seenaneen wee oo tee ec 
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On September 27, ‘1963, ¢ Oswald checked into the Hotel Del Comercio, 

in M exico City, where he was identified by a hotel employee. 

A female Mexican national employed in the Consular Office of 

the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City identified Oswald as an individual 

who had called at the Cuban establishment in late September or early , 

October, 1968, seeking a visa to Cuba in trans sit to the Soviet 1 Union. 

The employee referred Oswald to the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City, 

advising him that a Soviet visa was necessary before issuance of 

_permission to travel to Cuba. The employee of the Cuban establishment. 

furnished Oswald her name and the telephone number of the ‘Cuban Consular 

Office for future reference. Her, name and the above telephone number 

were found in an address book among Oswald's personal possessions 

after his arr est. on November 22, 1963. 

. Oswald traveled from Mexico City to Nuevo Laredo on October 2, 

1963. Record of this travel is contained on the manifest for that date 

of the Transportes Frontera, a | Mexican bus line. Records of the 

Hotel Del Comercio showed that Oswald: checked out on October 1, 1963 

however, he had paid for his 2 room for that evening, and the probability 

35 : 

exists that he remained there that t night. The bus trip from M exico City 

takes- approximately 17 hours. - On October 2, 1968, the bus left Mexico City 

at 1 p.m. and arrived at Nuevo Laredo at 6 a.m. on the following day. 
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Immigration records at Nuevo Laredo show that Oswald entered 

the United States at that point on October 3, 1963, He had been checked at 

Nuevo Laredo by an Immigration official who works the midnight to 8 a.m, 

shift. 

Soviet Consular File 

On November 30, 1963, Soviet Ambassador to the United states 

Anatoly F, Dobrynin voluntarily turned over to Secretary of State 

Dean Rusk a Soviet consular file on Lee Harvey Oswald. This file 

contained the correspondence dealing with the efforts of Lee and 

‘Marina Oswald to obtain visas to return to the Soviet Union. In one 

~ undated letter to the Soviet Embassy, Washington, D, C., Lee Harvey 

Oswald requested that, if possible, this matter be expedited, He also asked 

~~~ “for subscription information concerning Soviet periodicals, as wellas ° ~ _ - 

any bulletins or periodicals issued by the Soviet Embassy "for the benefit 

of your citizens. living, for a time, in the U.S.A." (Exhibit 57) 

a Arrival in Dallas 

The records of the Young Men's Christian Association in Dallas 

-. show that Oswald registered there on October 3, 1963, and departed on 

‘the following day. When he left, he went to the residence of Mrs. Ruth 

Paine in Irving, Texas, where his wife and child were staying, 

Mrs, Paine permitted Oswald to remain with his wife at her 
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home several days. On October 1, 1963, he obtained a room at 621 N, 

Marsalis Street in Dallas and paid $7 for one week's rent. . He stayed 

there, with the exception of the nights of October 12 and 13, 1963, 

which he spent with his wife at Mrs. Paine's residence, and returned to the 

rooming house briefly on the morning of October 14, 1963. Mrs. Mary Bledsoe, 

the owner of the residence, said that, during the time he was there, Oswald 

had no visitors and left the room only for very brief periods in the evenings. 

On the same day, Oswald rented a room at 1026 N. Beckley Street, - 7 

Dallas, in the name of O, H. Lee. Mrs, Paine recalled that, on November 18, 

1963, at Marina Oswald's request, she had attempted to place a telephone cali 

to Lee Gswaid at his rooming house in Dallas. She had asked for him by his 

true name, and he apparently became guite upset by what she had done 

‘because he was living at the rooming house under a different name. 

Mrs. Paine stated that Oswald claimed to pe a Marxist but that 

she just considered him a little odd. - She said that her real friendship with — 

the Oswalds was with Oswald's wife, Marina. E 

“ Oswald's Income 

On November 24, 1963, Mrs. Paine stated that, in regard to 

Mrs. Oswald's residence in her house, the physical separation of the: 

Oswalds was. occasioned by financial difficulties, since Oswald did not 

make enough money to support both himself and his wife. 

While Oswald's income generally was very small, he managed, by 



practicing the utmost thrift, to live within it. Through his wages and the 

unemployment benefits he received, for example, dur ing the pericd July 16, 

1962, ‘to November 22, 1963, Oswald had a total income of approximately 

$3, 380, His known expenditures during that period, exclusive of food and. 

clothing, amounted to approximately $1,000. But Mrs, Paine pointed out 

that she was paid no rent by the Oswalds during the time Oswald's wife and 

children resided with her. Mrs, Gladys Johnson, at whose rooming house 

in Dallas Oswald lived under the name O, H. Lee from October 14, 1963 F 

until November 22, 1963, advised on November 27 ; 1963, that Oswald 

usually prepared his meals 5 consisting of bread, lunchmeat, and jelly, 

in his room and only paid $8 a week for room rent. 

. Personal Resume 

After Oswald's arrest on November 22, 1963, a search of his 

personal effects in the garage of the residence where his wife resided in 

Irving, Texas, revealed a seven-page resume of his personal background 

written in pencil on lined paper. This resume set forth Oswald's. evaluation 

. of his background and qualifications in several lines of endeavor, among 

ther as an organizer for the Fair Play for Cuba Committee in New Orleans, 

-aS a photographer, as a street agitator , asa student of Marxism, asa 

‘Russian linguist, and as a radio speaker and lecturer. It also included | 

background on his military service inthe U. S. Marine Corps and his 

residence in the Soviet Union. In discussing proficiency in the photographic 

arts, the resume stated, "I have submitted and been commended for photo 

work by the party." 
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‘This resume has been determined by the examination of the FBI . 

Laboratory to have been prepared by Oswald. (Exhibit 58). , 

Observations of Marina Oswald 

On December 2, 1963, Marina Oswald, in an interview with FBI 

agents, furnished a number of observations concerning her late husband's 

character and nature, , , 

Speaking of her initial rela tionship with Oswald in the Soviet Union, 

she said that he had lived in : Minsk prior to her first meeting with hima 

and. she had not known that he was an American until so informed by a 

Sovietfriend. re } 

Mrs. Oswald stated that she knew of no suicide attempt by Oswald 

at any time and ‘expressed the opinion that he was incapable of such an 

act. .She said she noticed an Old scar on his left inner-wrist after they 

were married, but that he refused to answer her when she asked him 

| about it. She advised that the scar was completely healed when she | 

~ first saw it. , a ; - 

Oswald had decided to return to the United States, his wife seid, | 

approximately | three months after they were, married, and she agreed 

to the move. . She added that she had not shared her husband's political 

views and, in fact, could not understand them. She recalled that, at one 

“time, he had said that he wanted to help Cub ba, and she had told him that | 

Cuba did not need his 5 help. She expressed the ¢ opinion that Oswald had 

adopted the alias Hidell because of its phonetic parallel to Fidel. 
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Mrs, Oswald’ S observations were reminiscent of : an earlie 

statement she had made to some of his relatives in July, 1963, when 

he took his wife and child for a visit to his aunt, Mrs. Charles Murret 

in New Orleans. On November 30,- 1963, Mrs, J oyce O'Brien, who is 

the daughter of Mrs. M iurret, recalled that she was present during the 

visit and, when Mrs. Oswald Was asked how she liked America, she 

replied, "Me like America. ‘Lee no like Russia, Lee no like Ameriéa, | 

Lee like moon." Mrs. ‘O'Brien added that her cousin, Lee Harvey Oswald : 

had lived completely within himself and was "against everything, " 

During another interview with FBI agents on November ail, 1963, 

Marina Oswald stated that in the light of what had been told to her . 

_ concerning | her husband's implicat rion in the assassination on 1 November 22, 

1963, she was convinced that Lee Harvey Oswald had killed President 

-Jobn F, Kennedy. 

The intensive FBI investigation of the assassination of President 

. John F, Kennedy is continuing. 
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