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The assassination of John Fitzgerald Kennedy on Novem- 
ber 22, 1963, was a@ cruel and shocking act of violence 

directed against a man, a family, @ nation, and against all 

manicind, 

ITH THESE WORDS, the “President’s Commission 

on the Assassination of President Kennedy” began its 
report—some 883 pages of fact, speculation, error, and 

theory. The Warren Commission, created to “evaluate all 

the facts and circumstances surrounding the assassina- 

tion .. .”will long be remembered—not for what its report 

contained, but for what it omitted; not for the questions it 

answered, but for those it left unanswered; not for the 

mysteries it solved, but for those it created. 

‘GUNS . MAY, 1967 
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let shown in cutaway case (left), 
and the bullet opened, sing “connister” contents. 

Lead cylinders weigh 40-45 grains, and are compesed of 
two sections, which someiimes separate (see bottom pair). 

Top section is either lead, hardened with antimony, or 
is sometimes jacketed. Complete bullet weighs 263 gr. 

Left: Original 6.5 Carcano case (left) “re-bulleted” 
with soft nese hunting bullet—wifhout resizing. Next 
to this is a Western 6.5 Carcano cose with milHory 
bulle. Full clip of Mitrgliadas shown at top, !eft. 

The usual way to handle a “hot potato” that has political 

angles is to appoint a committee and ride out the storm. 
This was done in the Sacco-Vanzetti case (the Lowell 
Committee) and in the more recent Pearl Harbor scandal 

(the Roberts Committee) . 
The Kennedy assassination triggered the Warren Com- 

mission, which wasted little time in turning on the stupid- 

ity. In its clumsy efforts to calm more than half of the 

civilized world, it dropped the ball—and this fumble raised 

more questions than it answered—thus the Warren Com- 

mission joined two famous predecessors as failures. 
The very real tragedy is that its inept gyrations actually 

worked against its own purpose; obvious errors—if not in 

fact, at least in judgement—made suspect much which was 
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originally acceptable. As its study progressed, the Warren 
Commission encountered evidence that it felt was in con- 
flict with its hope for a simple explanation, i.e., that Os- 
wald, alone, was the assassin. Actually, this was not neces- 

sary; competent investigation by firearms experts would 

have made unprofitable much of the illiterate trash 
spawned by status-seeking “researchers.” 

Of the many blunders attributed to the Commission’s 
hearings, possibly the greatest dereliction was the failure 
of. the Commission to appoint a vigorous “Devil’s Advo-- °) 

Cate ‘or cross-examiner. Use of expert witnesses presents 

errible dangers, and cross-examination is is absolutely essen- 
tial if truth is to be appr roached. The witnesses may swear 
to tell “.. . the whole tr ‘uth,” etc., but this is limited to the 
actual questions asked. Expert testimony without cross- 
examination can result in little more than compurgation. 
If the expert witnesses had been cross-examined by prop- 
erly coached counsel, it is more than likely that the 

shadows now hanging over this mess would have disap- 
peared long ago—particularly in regard to firearms. 
When compared to the scope of the investigation—the 

10 months of work and the 26 volumes of testimony—the 
lack of quality and limitations of the firearms intelligence 
are shocking. 
[Experts are expert only in their specific fields. A finger- 
‘print expert is an expert on prints, not fingers; for a prob- 
lem involving fingers one should consult a physician. A 
firearms identification expert is actually a “bullet print” 
expert, not a firearms expert. The results of this confusion 
are sometimes pathetic. In the Sacco-Vanzetti case, an 
identification expert with 20 years experience did not know 
how to field strip his own gun, a Colt Pocket Auto! On 
another occasion, the Commanding Officer of the Ballistics 
Squad of one of our largest cities did not know that one 

po 
Pee 
‘go 

gi GC 

anBeee pacaas 

might look for efflorescence around a primer to distinguish 
between discharged shells found inside a store and another 
alleged to have “been exposed to the elements for a week. 

Contradictions are more apparent than real. Had the 
Commission retained firearms experts in addition to fire- 
arms identification experts, avenues for study would have 

been suggested which should have resulted in more—if 
not complete—clarification and more satisfaction. 
When errors are encountered in a report, the entire 

document becomes suspect immediately; when errors are 
unwarranted—in that they indicate inelliciency—they are 
inexcusable. an 

™, 
The Warren Report would have us believe thafone bullet > 

—the one and only completely whole bullet in evidetice— 
followed this course: it entered the President’s back (or 
neck?), bruised the top portion of the right lung and 

ripped the windpipe as it left. It then entered Governor 
Connally’s back, traversed the chest and shattered his 
fifth rib, then went on to strike the bone in the Governor’s 
wrist, exit, and enter his thigh. However, upon examination 

Hospital and ‘ ‘on Governor Connally’s stretcher.” How 
easy it might have been to confirm this conclusion—but 
before this bullet arrived at the FBI Laboratory, “it was 
washed with Hydrosol, a blood solvent;” thus eliminating 
any possiblé“attempt at blood tests or groupings which 
might have determined if it had passed through either the 
President or Governor Connally, or both—or neither. 

To this day, the. -Warren Commission has not been able 
to prove exactly how many shots were fired at a President 
of the United States ii broad daylight, in the presence of 
numerous government ofhcials including trained secret 
service agents, assorted police personnel, and hundreds of 
spectators. Two shots have, in the opinion of the Commis- 
sion, been accounted for; one striking the President and 
Governor, and the other causing the President’s head 
wound. A third shot is said to have missed, both the car 
and its occupants. Also, three empty cases from the Car- 

(Continued on page 56) cano rifle were found on the 
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Lefi: When reenacting the assassination, why was rifle placed 

_Right: Officer points to spot on ground hit by bullet—or 

920 GUNS + 

on tripod rather than “gunrest” box? 
it_really ¢ fragman: of a Mitrgliada? 
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Why was evidence bullet (above) 
washed before it was sent to FBI Lab- 
cratory? How could it have lost only 
2.4 grains and left fragments weigh- 
ing more than three grains in Gov. — 
Connaily’s wrist? 

Lt. Day of the Dallas Police is shown 
carrying evidence rifle. Why did he 
withhold “Oswald’s palmprint’ from 
the FBI for four days? How could rifle, 
which was described as “not condu- 
cive to recording a good print” pro- 
duce the palmprint reportedly found 
on barrel? 
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A seein nile Wes. 
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Tough, lightweight, smart jacket, Ideal tor 
sportsmen as well as active men who work 
outdoors. Police and firemen find it ex- 
tremely usetul as an emergency jacket, 
Features: Water sepeliant, washable, 
2 ply 70 Denier 100% nylon... 
warm quiited lining... full 
zippered fly front... close 
huggirg kastted collar, cufts, 
and waist band, 
Sizes 36 to 46 0 48 and 50 

$1250 $1385 

Add $1.00 shpg. chg. 

The famous 

COMMANDO HAT 
Used in the Pacific and Mid-East as 
protection under the hot sun. Oe- 
signed of Battle Green cottan cloth, \ a 
deep crown and wide 3” full stitched Ye a ae Ay} 
brim, Can be roughly handled, rolled eer pat 
and stiff maintain its shape, Distinctive side flare. 795 $x “ 

embeoidered insignia, Now being worn by ine 3 tae 
Aw Commandos in Viet Nam. Sizes: 634 to 75a. gg Add 75¢ 4, 

6 shpg. che. Commande Camcuflage Hat 

DON'T MISS THIS FREE OFFER! 
: NEW 80 page, illustrated GOVT. SURPLUS 
: COMBAT CATALOG crammed full of values 
} tor adventurers, sportsmen, campers and 
{military personnel. tn it you will find, 
!the odd. the interesting. the unusual. 
Send $0¢ for handling and postage. 

sie 

2 % 
A retundable with first order. 

MUEKAUFM ANGERS OO DIDroncwa yea Maven CO i 

DEM-BART CO. Checkering Tools 
Professionals’ Standard, 6 Styles, 8 Sizes, Replace- 
able Cutters, 16 to 32 lines per inch. Qne complete 
tool with any one regular cutter, $2.75. Regular 
extra cutters, 90¢ each. Skip Line cutters, $1.80 
each. 
Write for Free Literature, or contact your dealer. 

DEM-BART, 3333 N. Gove St., 
Tacoma, Wash. 98407 

floor of the School Book Depository, and a 
live round was found in the chamber. The 
Carcano requires a clip, and is packet- 

‘cartridges, yet only four are. in_evidence, If 
Oswald could buy four cartridges, why not 
six; indeed, why not a full box? It is cur- 
jous that little or no effort has been recorded 
by the Commission to trace Oswald’s pur- 

jjchase_ of the ammunition. No other rounds 
were found in a search of his person or 

residences. 
After hearing testimony concerning the 

examination of the bullets and cases, the 
Commission assumed that they were original 

military cartridges, loaded with full-patch, 
bullets. They” also assumed that the cart- 

ridges were net reloaded, because they were 
not resized. It is commonplace for shooters 

to pull military full-jacketed bullets and 
replace them with soft point bullets, without 

resizing. 

Some 25 years ago, in Italian East Africa, 
I encountered the 6.5 Carcano cartridge in 

HEW MARK II BSA. MARTIN] INTERNATIONAL .22 
Caliber Target Rifle, the Supreme in Accuracy, 
comfort and workmanship, for RIGHT HAND or LEFT 
HAND shooter, without sights......... $210.00 
12* Lighiweight or 1414* Heavyweight Model. 

FREELAND 
.30 Cal. Kit 

$15.50 
A4 
SMALLBORE 
KIT 31” 
$20.25 

48” RIFLE 
TRUNK $31.25 

f Ss KNEELING PAD $5.25 
Lh: 3 REGAL BIPOD $23.50 

“ BIPOD $17.50 
ZOOM TRIPOD for 
Zoom Scope $17.75 

a Be GALLERY BIPOD $19.40 

Standard Benchrest Stand $20.00 

\ “SUPREME” BENCHREST 
‘ STAND $30.00 

spOD eia.75 ‘0 De Lute Cuff & Hook $4.25 
Fore-End Stop, 52-D from.......seeeee $ 4.50 
FREELAND Tube Rear Site............ 42.50 
FREELAND “AR” Shooting Mat......... 27.90 
FREELAND % opening Acces. Kit....... 22.00 

“~ Foarn Padded Shooting Glove..... 5.25 
“ DEWAR Cartridge Block....... » 2.55 

FREELAND Mid-Century Cuff Comb..... 8.50 
“ OLYMPIC PALM REST from...... 15.50 

* OLYMPIC Alum. Butt Plate...... 73.50 
“Mr, Cairo’ Palm Rest......ceseeeees 21.50 
JOX SHOOTING COAT.......0--. cee ee 22.00 

FREELAND “61” Butt Plate w/hook..... 45.00 
“ SUPERIOR Front Sight...... from 16.00 
*  AFS55L Leather Rifle Case....... - 37.00 
“ SHOOTING Glasses......-.-- -» 17.00 
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice 
ALL GUNS — SIGHTS — GUN CASES — SCOPES 

RELOADING SUPPLIES 
Write For Pamphiet. Send $2 For General Catalogue 

FREELAND'S Scope Stands, Inc. 
3737 14th Ave., Rock Island, III. 61201 
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assassination, and see how such a load fits in. 

Senator Ralph Yarborough said that the 
smell of gunpowder “clung to the car nearly 
all the way to the hospital.” The Mitrgliada, 
if it had been fired in test reenactments, 

would have shown how this was possible. The 
263-grain bullet used in this load requires 
the use of a tuft of Kapok or cotton, frag- 
ments of which usually travel several yards, 

carrying burning powder grains. 

Oswald’s rifle was said to be shooting high 
and right when tested. These tests were 
made with the 160-grain Western military 

bullets; but would not the rifle have been 

perfectly zeroed in when shooting different 
bullet weights, the 263 grain Mitrgliada, for 

example? 
If the Commission had tested the Mitr- 

gliada or similar bullets for penetration and 
fragmentation, the results might have shown 
how a single assassin could have shot the 

President and the Governor with fragments 

of a single Mitrgliada, then each of them 

separately with a full-patch military bullet. 
Another mystery the Mitrgliada might have 

solved is that of the ricochet which _injured_ 
a bystander during the assassination. The 
FBI Laboratory ran a spectrograph test on 
the smears on the curbstone and came up 

with a “positive” for lead and antimony—but 

there was no trace of copper, and the Com- 
mission was stymied. hen the Mitrgliada 
breaks up, its slugs are freed from the. brass 
jacket, and they could fly off in any direc- 

(Continued from page 21) 

,Joaded, like the Garand. The clip_holds six_ 
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tion; is this the answer to the curbstone 

smear? 
One other aspect of the small cylindrical 

sections of the Mitrgliada is that each sec- 
tion is composed of two halves. They are | 
compressed together, and some separate and | 

some do not. When they do, each fragment | 
weighs about 20-22 grains. Two of the frag- | 

ments recovered from the President’s head | 3 
wound weighed 44 grains and 21 grains re- |} ~~” 
spectively. This, in itself, is startling—but } 

when considered in the light of the other 
Mitrgliada characteristics, it is almost beyond ! 
reasonable concidence! 

There are many questions concerning all 

aspects of the assassination yet to be an- 
swered. But since our interest lies in the 
ballistics and firearm factors, let us study 

some of the jnconsistencies of the investiga- 
dion in this area, -2-— 

— ee —_ 

Testing of the Rifle Y 
In an effort to test the accuracy and speed 

of firing, the FBI and the Infantry Weapons 
Evaluation Branch of the United States Army 

tis 

Certainly a duplicate of the Carcano was 
available, and many of the tests could have 

been performed with this duplicate. Firing 
an evidence gun more than the two or three 
times necessary to obtain specimens for micro-. 

scopic comparison is not only improper, it 

is incomprehensible—the bullet-ballistic evi- 
‘idence of the gun after repeated firing has 
‘een déstroyed forever. SOS 

During thectést fring of the Carcano to see 
if an assassin could fire the three shots within 
a certain time span, it is evident that the 
riflemen were not stationed in position iden- 

tical to that of the alleged assassin. They did 
not fire from the kneeling position; fire at a 

moving target; use a rifle loaded with only 
four cartridges; or fire through an opening 
approximating the size of the partially opened 
window. The function of a test is to test 
‘identical situations and circumstances. 

The Paper Bag 
The Warren Report contends that Oswald 

disassembled the Carcano rifle and carried it 
into the School Book Depository in a home- 
made paper bag which measured 38” in 
length. The Carcano rifle measures 40” over- 
all when completely assembled; the longest 
of its two parts, the stock, is 35%. The report 
does not explain why Oswald made the bag 
38” instead of 40” long; why the five inch 

difference was important enough to require 

disassembly and reassembly of the rifle; and 

Remington, M11 

Tell us the make 
and mode! of your shot- 

gun or rifle... type of stock or forend 
you want—semi-finished, 90% finished, standard 

finished or custom finished. We will send you literature describing what we 

offer for your needs. Or, ask your dealer or gunsmith, he aiso can furnish free catalog. 

E. C. BISHOP & SON, INC., WARSAW, MO., U.S.A., Dept. J27H 
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most important, how the various parts of the 

gun with sharp steel corners were transported 
from the Paine house in Irving, Texas, to 
the School Book Depository without leaving 
any tears or marks in the hag. Yet the FBI 

supplemental report of January 13, 1964 

states: “S .. the bag was examined for any 

evidence of the outline of a rifle, but no 
significant indentations were found.” There 
is a 91/38 Carcano that would fit into the 
paper bag” Without it being disassembled; the 

Mose -hetto version in four inches shorter than 
the evidence gun. Did Oswald have more 

than one Carcano? 

Other Controversial Points 
One of the Commission _ witnesses, in speak- 

ing of the; eles copic sight said it was “a 

real aid. an extreme ald in rapid fire shoot- 
ing. The evidence rifle was fitted with a 
cheap 4x18 scope of low light-gathering power 

‘with a restricted field of view (about the 
length of the Presidential car at 60 yards). 
Such a scope would be about the slowest 
‘setup for rapid fire shooting generally en- 
countered. It is also claimed that the assassin 
was sitting or kneeling—the two positions 
least suitable Tor rapid fire. _ 

Also, in regard to the gliooting capabilities 

of the rifle and Oswald;~the Commission 
would have us believe that he missed a sta- 
tionary target (General Walker) at short 
range, but twice hit a moving target about 
the size of a grapefruit—at more than 60 
yards! _ 

Mention should_be made of theCeareless 
diindling o of evidence I this, one of the -most~ 

important cases oT aU history. Why was the 
Presidential car, apparently cleaned before dal car, 
any expert examination was made; and why 

did it take two separate searches to uncover 

bullet fragments? Why were Governor Con- 
nally’s clotlts ‘cleaned and pressed before any 
microscopic examination was made? Why did 
investigators fail to make any effort to trace 

thé sources of ammunitiép fired in the Oswald 
Carcano—espécially when, in the words of 
the Commission expert, “The cartridge is 

readily available for purchase from mail- 
order houses. as well as a few gunshops .. .” 

Harold Weisberg, in his book “Whitewash, ” 
tisks: “Did it have anything to do with the 
discovery of similar cartridges loaded with 

bullets other than the ones the Commission 
presumed were used?” To this we can only 
add; “Perhaps a Mitrgliata bullet; or the 
“pallottola frangibile”~(a frangible bullet), 

or the “ridotta,” a reduced lead cartridge 

loaded with a short range but multiple-com- 
position bullet? 

The assassination of President Kennedy 
triggered one other ridiculous program be- 
side the Warren Commission; the |_program 

duck has as its premise that-atiti-gun légis- 

a tion*could abolish crimes. Too-many people 

forget that a gun dealer who complied with 
current firearms regulations helped the au- 

thorities trace the guns involved within a 
matter of hours. One wonders what would 
have been the case if Oswald had, because of 

severely restrictive legislation, purchased his 
gun from the black market? 

The Oswalds and Whitmans are products 
of our sociological environment, not of our 
gun industry or surplus arms dealers. One 
may ask how much the almost useless and 

sometimes disturbing publication called the 
“Warren Report” has helped im- ; 
prove this sociological environment. 
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