
BLAKEY } ARRATION: THE CIA INVESTIGATION 

conducted a massive investigation of Lee darvey Oswald, che 

in Langley, Virginia. Nevertheless, cespite an impressive 

effort t0 probe the veriods of Oswald's lite during which thera 

1 Lee Harvey Oswald thorough and reliable, ané@ die 

the Agency share with others the relevant informe- 

the CIA and Oswald? If so, could that relationshio 

nave extended to complicity in the assassination, 

Or short of that, micht it have Led the Agency to 

seek to Ride the relationship our of fear of being 

accused of complicity? 

Much of the'mystery is, of course, the result of the 

secretive nature of the CIA and its understandabia unwillinones 

to reveal operational information. A brief raview of the 

history of the CIA might afford fu
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Dy the National Security Act of 1947, the cra 

was, in fact, @ DOSt-war outgrowth of the Office of Stratacic 

Services. The head of OSS, though never a CIA official, was 

William J. Donovan who, adapting the British aporcach, combined 
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sought Donovan's advice on a permanent intellicence annara-us. 

‘ t o- aoa5s os ~ im \ t . Donovan's classified raply, leaked to the sress three months 

to see the OSS become more powerful. 

abolisned the wartime OSS without consulting Donovan or the 

Joint Chiefs of Stati. As a result, the United States was 

handicapped by a serious intelligence ¢gao in sost-war interna- 

tional strug¢les. 

Unification of che armed forces was the main objective 

of the 1947 Act. It also created the National Security Council, 

of which the CIA was to be the intelligence ccordinating unic. 

2 

Under the Act, the CIA was charged with four responsibilities:
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1 - To advise the NSC on intelliscence matters 

relating to national security. 

2. To make recommendations on the coordina zion 

of intellicence activities. 

3. To correlate, avaluate and dissaminata 

intelligence. 

4. To perlorm additional intellicence activitias 

anc national security functions at the diraction of 

the NSC. 

In its sarly vears, the CIA was hampered Dy internal 

organization diificulties and bad relationshins with other 

agencies. The turnover of directors was rather rapid ~ Adém 

Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter in 1947, Lisutenant General Walter 

Bedell Smith in 1950, Allan W. Dulles in 1952. 

Dulles, who had been a wartime master spy, Rad stron¢ 

opinions as to the type of men who should be named <o top 

ings on the National Security Act 

---Should be directed 

elite corps of men with 

willingness to stick at th 

must find their raward in 

Service they render their 

public acclain. 
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45 percent of its personnel stationed overseas, most of 

chem in cover positions. Subdivisions of OQserations 

are Foreign Intelligence, Counterintellicence and 

Covert Action. 

Intelligence - its rasponsibility is to turn out ~ 

A esearch and development, and it operates reconnaissance 

satellites and analyzes highly technical information. 

Management and Services - this is the Agency's 

housekeeping department.
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fo was hardly worth noting at the time, Dut an avent on 

October 31, 1959, would ultimately become part ci the nAlistorv 

of the CIA. A 20-vear-old ex-Marinea radar oDeratcr named Lee 

darvey Oswald apceared at the U.S. Embassv in Moscow and handed 

American citizenship be revoked. He also intimated to Snvdar 

This information was sent via the State Department =o 

Fila on Oswald. 

. where he visited the Soviet Embassy and the Cuban Embassy and 

Consulate. The information that was added to Oswald's CIA 

dossier in Washington on October 11, 1963 was imprecise - it 

identified him as being 35 vears old (he was 23 at the time) 

and as Lee Henry Cswald.
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G nat the CIA 

continued covert ccerations against Cuba after she Bay of Piss 

Geteaat in 1961. Thev included picts tc murder Fidel Castro 

Dy the Acency and Ame an gangsters, who nad bean coerating és S 

wae 
out of the country. They alsc included CIA contact with 4 

Was apparently aware of the American plots on his 1 

is no evidence that the Warren Commission «new of che Castro 

In 1964, when thea Warren Commission determined chat 
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 Mark Lane, in Rush to Judement, implies Os 

to the CIA, and in'Code Name "Zorro", a book on the assassina- 
a 

fion of Dr. Martin Luther King, Ur., he writes: "The evidence 

mow availabie discloses that Oswald worked for the FBI and 

with the CIA..."”.



in accord with its manéa+ =} Sal — 3 
acc a acti Lvs mencale, ine Selact Commicttaec under- 

=S working re 

anc his trip to Mexico in 1963. 

tles to the CIA. Resolution of this issue was upsermos+: in the 

mines or Committees investigators, as they poured over CIA 

* 
ii repores — not only che 142 volumes on Oswald himself, sut 

Sarily mean the Agency was guilty of complicity in the assas- 

TA might have ub
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 £ of coverup, 

Ambassador Zelns was Serving as the CIA Deputy Director 

for Plans at the time of the Xenneév assassination. 
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oftice engaged in covers Operations. 

In 1964, Ambassador Helms was the sanior CLA official 

whO WOrked with the Warren Commission on a day-to-day basis, 

anc he testified before the c ission on May 14, 1964 

At present, Ambassador Helms is a business consultant 

hera in Washington. 

Mr. Chairman, the Committee's questi ning of Ambassador 

Helms coday will be based on documents that Have been released 

The Select Committee has also, in the past week, reached 

agreement with the CIA for the declassification and release of 

certain cocuments not previouslv available to the public. 

These newly-released documents will also be refarred to in 

On August 9, 

4@t an executive session of the Committees, in which many
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call Ambe€4acor Zelns.


