
Cuba was an important concern of John F. Kennedy 

his brief administration. It prompted the occasion'of 

"darkest hour” - the aborted Bay of Pigs invasion. In 

the brink of a nuclear holecaust. Understandably 

among the many efforts to understand the assassination 

chat- include a Cuban element have been fairly promin 

4 
tim of a Cuban plot. 

have been motivated in the assassination Sy a desire to aid the 

Castre regime, which President xennecy so oucspokenly criti- 

cized." In the months preceding the assassination, left-wine 

literature to which Oswald subscribed - chiefly The Militant 

and The Worker - reflected an extremely critical attitude to- 

wards the Kennedy Administration's volicy toward Cuba. Indeed, 

much of what appeared in these papers seemingly called for 

violent solutions to Cuban prcolems with the United States. 

The sossibility that Oswald may have been influenced by this



Michael Paine, the individual in whose home Marina was then 

living, that "vou coulé tell what they want you to do...by 

reading between the lines." Ultimately, however, the Warren 

Commission decided that it could not ascribe to Oswal Q
u
 

fu
 

He]
 

h
e
 O 3 it
 

motive or a group of motives. 

Second, the Commission considered the extent to which 

and the Cuban Consulate in Mexico City - may somehow have been 

related to the assassination. Based largely on the testimony 

of Sylvia Tirado Ge Duran, a Mexican national emploved at the 

Cuban Consulate, the Commission concluded the following about 

the visit. 

Oswald first visited the Cuban Consulate on September 

27, 1963. 

He requested an in-transit visa to permit him to visit 

Cuba en route to the Soviet Union. 

He was informed he could not obtain a visa to Cuba 

unless he first got one to enter the Soviet Union, ané he was 

told at the Soviet Embassy he should not expect an answer to 

his visa apolication for about four months. 

He carried with him newspaper clipoings and other docu- 

ments, some authentic and some forged, in an attempt to demon- 

Strate he was a "friend of Cuba".



He used these documents, his previous residence in the 

favor at the Cuban Consulate. 

He persisted in nis demand for a Cuban visa, resulting 

in a bitter argument between him and the Cuban Consul, Eusebio 

Azcue Lopez. Eventually, his request was denied, and he left Apganarmny 

in anger. 

Ultimately, the 

faction with the Duran account, noting that it had "reliable 

avidence from a confidential source that Senora Duran, as well 

indicated that "confidential sources of extreme 

bility...establish(ed) that ner testimony was truthful and 

1 = accurate in all material respects. 

+ 

The Commission aiso checked out a number of specifi 

conspiracy allegations stemming from Oswald's trip to Mexico 

City, most of which alleged that he had been enlisted by Cuban 

agents in a plot to carry out the assassination. Nevertheless, 

the Commission concluded: "Without exception...rumors and alle- 

gations of consvdiratorial contact were shown to be without any 

factual basis.” 

History has not permitted so simple a resolution of the 

complex questions surrounding the assassination, Cuba and 

Oswald’s triv to Mexico City. Ironically, too, it was the 

Premier of Cuba, not the President of the United States, who



al
 

po k
K
 + itt)
 

ct
 

t
e
-
 

[@)
 

3 (o
) 

(2
 on
 

fu
 ! 

a
 

was revealed and dccumented in Senate intelligence Comm 

nearings in 1976 as the target of deadly serious assassi 

schemes. Between 1960 and early 1963, the Committee con 

the CIA conspired with known underwor rld figures to assas 

Premier Castro. Following the missile crisis in October 

the CIA-Matia plots were brought to an end, or so we ara 

But other assassination plots continued. Indeed, on Nov 

22, 1963, a CIA case officer was planning the killing of 

with an official of the Cuban csovernmen 

Medd 

President of the U. S. in 1963. It was recalled that Pr 

Daniel Harker on September 7, 1963, seemed to he warning 

could themselves be vulnerable. The ADP Story was carried in ¢# 

New Orleans Times Picavune on September 9. Consequentiy 

Hy SENT 
could have been read by Lee Harvey Oswald1 But the evie 

Wr BE pe TENOR ED pr VARIGIS whos 
ntentions is~-ambieguous. The Cuban de legate to i

 of Cuban 

United Nations had—alsesresesed on September 5, 1963 th 

and William Atwood, a U.S. delegate, begin talks with a view 

starting the orocess of normalizing relations. And Jean 

a French journalist, was with Premier Castro on November



Sination as one of genuine surprise and deep regret. 

The critics of <he Warren Commission, too, have persisted in their 

By questioning of its conclusions, offering the theory that Oswald es 

Oswald who visited the Cuban Consulate, but an imposter. Crit 

cite as evidence a shotograph sublished by the Commission and 

thought by the critics to have been taken by a suxveillance’ 

camera outside the Cuban Consulate. It shows a burly man who 

bears no resemblance to Oswald, but who was identified as the 

individual who visited the Consulate at the time Oswald was 

supposed to have done so. 

Mark Lane, in his Rush to Judoement, raised the issue of 

the mysterious vhotograph and asked, "Was somecne vosing as 

was Dubiisned is that Oswald, in a burst of anger on learning 

at the Cuban Consulate that he could not secure a visa to visit 

Cuba, expressed an intention to assassinate President Kennedy. 

rt The Select Committ ee has sought to explore a number of 

questions in connection with Oswald's trio to Mexico City. 

Committee Members and staff made two senarate trios to both 

Cuba and Mexico. The cooperation of the governments of Cuba 

and Mexico was sought and secured. The Committee expresses 

S reaction to the news of ine Xennedy assas-



Narration: 

government its thanks to each 

of each country that helped the Committee in its in 
—3> LACK OF COUSEPANON By SOW ET GOVT - - 

The Committee sosed for itself in its investigation in 

this area such questions as: 

Was the man who visited the Cuban Consulate in 

Fact the man later accused of assassinating President 

Kennedy? 

When did the man alleged to be Oswald visit th 

Cuban Consulate"? 

What transpired at 

Who were the Cuban 

. iv eat 

Did he,express an intent to assassina 

President? 

i be Oswald Did the man alleged zo 

City? companions in Mexico 

WHO HAD Bau Sed nrgd 

< witness, to be heard’ on Oswald's alleged tris 

iy Svivia Tirado Bazan, previously via Ti as
 

t
e
 is $s to Mexico City 

employed Tirado Duran. Ms. Ti 

secretary to the Cuban Consul in Mexico City. 

Ms. Tirado was born November 22, 1937 in Mexico City 

She is presently employed by the Mexican Social Security office. 

i airman, to It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Cha 

call Sylvia Tirado.
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1 
was the Cuban Consul in Mexico City in September 1953, who 

informed the individual who visited the Consulate and gave his 

name as Lee Harvey Oswaid that he would not be issued a visa 

to Cuba. 

It would be appropriat ct (D
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call Sr. Azcue. 

Anotner member of the Cuban Consulate staf who was pre- 

sent when Oswald applied for a visa was Alfredo Mirabal Diaz. 

Sr. Mirabal succeeded Sr. Azcue as Cuban Consul in Mexico C: 

Sr. Mirabal was born Bugust 11, 1923. 

It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Chairman, to 

In light of the questions raised as to the identity of 

the man who visited the Cuban Consulate - that is, whether he 

Was Or was not Lee Harvey Oswald - the Committee decided to 

test by handwriting analysis the authenticity of the signature 

On the visa application. | 

The Committee was advised by the Cuban government that 

visa applications had to be typed in duplicate and that the



applicant had to sign both copies. In 1964, one of =} 

allegedly signed by Oswald was turned over to the Warren Com- 

mission. In 1978, the Committee obtained the second copy 

Havana. Consequently, there are two checks to be made in this 

handwriting analysis: 

One, to determine that both visa application forms were 

Signed by the same person; and 

are, in fact, identical with other writings attributable to 

Lee Harvev Oswald. 

For the purpose of verification, the Committee has askad 

handwriting experts to compare the signatures on the two forms 

with three other writings. They are: 

, (1) the signature on Cswald's fingerprint card at the 

time of his arrest in New Orleans in August 1963; 

(2) his passport application dated June 24, 1963; and 

2 (3) a list of handwritten questions that was found among 

his possessions. 

Mr. Chairman, a member of the Committse's panel of hand- 

writing experts is here today to report on the findings of the 

panel with regard to the signatures on the visa application 

forms. He is Joseph P. McNally. The Committee will recall 

that Mr. McNally has already testified before it on the back-~ 

yard photographs. 

It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Chairman, to 

call Mr. McNally.
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of the Select Committee - Chairman Stokes, congressman Prayer 

Te was the first of two trips in which the Committee sought 

first-hand information about Lee Harvey Oswald's alleged visit 

to the Cuban Consulate in Mexico City, as well as other eviden 

denied that he or any official of his government had anything 

to do with the death of President Kennedv or with Lee Harvev 

Oswald, other than the visit ct
 o the Cuban Consulate in Septem- 

First the Committee asked him to recount whatever details 

he had learned and could recall reg réing Oswald's two visits 
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 _ to the Cuban Consulate in Mexico Cit; 

Chairman, I ask that F429A, a photo taken G@uring the interview 

interview, F429B, and a transcript, F429C, also be included in 

the record. With yvour permission, Mr. Chairman, I would now 

like to play the recording of President Castro's answer.



Gealt with an account, published in 1967 in the Yaticnal? 

Enquirer, claiming + as
 

voiced an intention to assassinate President Kennedy. Mr 
nef E ; be ARE RY Bea - 

Chairman, I ask that F423 ke displayed and antered into the 
Hg ® , 

record. President Castro, according to the story in the National 

Enguirer, had admitted being told of the threat, chough he had 

taken no action.in response to it. 

Here is President Castro's comment to the allegation: 

"This is absurd. I didn't say that...It has been invented 

from the beginning until the end. I didn'+ say that. How could 

I sav that? ='s a lie from (head to toe). If this man would 

duty to inform the United States. You understand? Because if 

a man comes nere, Mentions that he wants to kill Kennedy, we 

are (being provoked), do you realize that? It would have been 

similar to a mad person. I£ somebody comes to us ane said 

that, it would have been our moral responsibility to inform 

the United States. How could we accept a man from Mexice <o 

Cuba who tells us that he is going to kill President Kennedy? 

If somebody is trying to create provocation or a trap, and 

uh...we would have denounced him...Sure, a persdén coming here 

or even in one of our embassies Saying that...And that never 

happened. No part, as far as I Know...But how could they 

interview me in a pizzeria. I never go to public restaurants 

and that man invented that. That was invented.



"I do not remember that. And, uh, it is a surprise for 

me to see because I couldn't have saie that. You hava to 

see who wrote it. And, what is the job of that tournalist? 

What is he engaged in? And, what Drestige has this journalist? 

--.¥You snould have to find who he is and why he wrote it, and 
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attripute those words which are absolutely invented. think 

it is possible that vou would be able to Find out who that 

journalist was. Do you have some news about that journalist 

"Let me tell you. Of every one hundred interviews that 

are requested of me I only grant one because if I were to Give 

all the interviews that I am requestad £0, you can be sure that 

I would not be able to have anything but twenty-four hours of 

my lize to have interviews. I would not have enough time to 

do anything else. Barbara Walters waited three years for an 

interview...just almost three years. And even that of Movers 

-.-2I didn't want to have that Moyers interview. He started 

talking and the truth is that he was very insistent from the 

time he came down from the airplane and in spite of the fact 

that there was no commitment from me regarding the interview. 

There are a lot of interview requests and it is very difficult, 

but I would never have given a journalist an interview in a 

oizzeria.”



Narration: Cuba - 12 

Mr. Chairman, the author of the National Encuirer story 

was a Britisn free lance journalist named Comer Clark He 

7 ground and reputation for veracity. Frankly, it was not good. 

Apparentiy, he wrote extensively for the sensational press 

articles include such items as "British Girls as Nazi Sex Slavas" 

"I Was Hitler's Secret Love", and "German Plans ¢ Kidnap the 

On the other hand, even though there ma: pe, coubt as to 

the fact of Clark's interview with President Castro, the Com- 

mittee has been informed that the substance of the Clark 

article is supported by highly confidential, but reliable, 

sources available to the United States government.



Castro dis cussed the general subject of 

ination as a means for achieving political chance. His 

on it are pertinent to the investigation. It would be 

to play the tape recording 

Finally, President Castro commented on the svecific 

Yorn (Sic 
so-calied threat reported in the New Grleans Times Picavune 9: 

September 9. Mr. Chairman, it would be appropriate to 

In August, during the 

che 

Cubela, himselzi to the Committee as 

the basis of his reading of the 1976 Senate 

5 
indicated that he had been prosecuted and convicted by 

Cuban government 

1 
that during that 

ment, and tne Cuban sovernment did not learn, that his 

had the support of CIA personnel. The Cuban government 

firmed Mr. Cubela's assertion. He also indicated that 

no evidence on which he could say that any official of 

United States government or of the CIA, higher than his 

was aware of the assassination aspects of his 

The Cuban government suggested that the AMLASH plot, as 

lined in the Senate Report, could not,



gation of Oswald's trip to Mexico had to do with any associations 
ne ws 

Consulate and the Soviet Embassy. The Warren Commission con- 

Cluded he had none, that he. kept t e) ey
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It turns out, however, that 11 days aiter the Commission con- 

1964, a Mexican woman came forward with cuite a different version 
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was at the time the wife of Octavio Paz, the noted ocet and 

Mexican diplomat. Elena Garro herself is an accomplished 
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Committee has been told, on the one hand, that she is absolutel: 

trustworthy, while others have claimed that the same vivid 

imagination that has made her a literary suc Q (D uv)
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tended to color her perception of actual events. 

That being said, Elena Garro's story is interesting, as 

is the way it has unfolded in this investigation. 

Elena Garro says that along with her daughter, Elinitea, 

and her sister, Deba Galvan, she was invited to a carty at the



nome of her cousin, Ruben Duran Navarro, then the brother-in-law of ml
} 

Sylvia Tixrado Duran. She first said the party was in early 

Says, tne guests of Sylvia Duran, and one of the Americans was 

Lee Harvev Oswald. She describes one of his companions as 

tall and slender with long biond hair, a gaunt face and a pro- 

truding chin. The cther was tall also, with short light brown 

In 1964, Elena Garro became a friend of an American 

foreign service officer named Charles Thomas, anc, over time, 

y when she had gone to the American Embassy in Cctober, 1964 

and told her story, the man she talked to seamed to believe 

little of it. 

She told Thomas that Oswald was wearing a black sweater 

at the party, and that he stared at the floor a lot. She said 

the three Americans stuck together, rather than mix with the 

other guests. She said-the Eusebio Azcue, the Cuban Consul, 

was also at the party. 

Elena Garro told Thomas that on the dav of the assassina- 

tion, she and her daughter went to the Cuban Embassy and 

shouted, "assassins". This, she claimed, was before she saw 

a newspaper photo identifying Cswald as the suspected assassin. 
i



1963, a man she thought was an agent of the Mexican Ministry 

of Government came to ner nouse and told her she and Tlinita 

were in danger of being narmed by the Communists. He took 

them to a "sanctuary", a small hotel called the Vermont, where 

they remained for eight davs. It was after getting to the 

- 
hotel that Elena Garro first saw a photo of 

she had seen him at the Duran varity. 

This man, who must be referred to here as Mr. X, advised 

Elena Garro to beware of the American embassy, + that it was 

Sstafied by. Communists. 

Elena Garro also claimed that several months after the 

assassination, she was visited Dy two Communists who warne en
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not to tell her story. 

Shortly after the assassination, Elena Garro told Thomas, 

ang Ame erican woman came and spent several days at her home 

This. woman, who must be referred to as Ms. ¥ was told the 

4 story one evening by Elena Garro's sister, Deba Galvan, who nad 

been drinking. Ms. Y urged the two women <o 

to American authorities, in Texas, not in Mexico. Failing 

that, Ms. Y offered to arrange a meeting vise A bighesanking 

, because American officials in’-Mexico. It never transpi 

Elena Garro and Ms. Y had a falling out. 
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mM} ao shen x = — « = + The Committes nas also tried =9 Locate Mr. K and Ms. ¥ - 

-— 7 5 co no avail. 

m Fa , Pond 1 _ > of The Committee also sought <0 interview a another individ 

who was emploved in the Cuban - Embassy in 1963. Although the 

interview nad been orearranged, he lett Mexico City suddeniy 

cums; to allow the Committee investigators to interview the emplovee. 

American foriegn service officer (not Charles Thomas) in 1967 
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 University of Mexico in 1963, he ned 

"Strange and introverted", said he spent the rest of that day, 

that night and ovart of the following dav with Oswald and some
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SP FARTS 
Once again, the ywertk « che Committee nas Mm 

frustration: No ohotos of Lee Harvey Oswald, or of 

an associate of nis, nave who can be to be ania 
Saica 
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