
A turning point in mr feelings about the Clay Shaw case, and my 
opinion as to his guilt or imocence, came after a lengthy discussion 
with Richard Billings, then an associate editor of Life magazine, 
That. discussion took place on March 15, 1966, Until that point I felt 
it extremely unlikely that the meeting as described by Russo had taken 
place, After the discussion I felt certain that it had not teken place, 
and that Shaw was therefore certainly innocent, 

Rather than go into the details of my talk with Billings, I will 
inelhide here a 5 page synopsis of the meeting and events surrounding 
it, which was written shortly after I met Billings, In symary, Billings 
completely corroborated Phelan's story as to the sequence of events 
surrounxiing Russo's preparation as a witness, and Billings concluded 
by dismissing Andrew Sclambra “a liar®, 

I then contdimied to work in the D,A,*s office, and nothing new 
developed which would lead me to suppose that Clay Shaw was guilty. 
Sonetine in June, 1968, Jim Aleock and Louis Iven were discussing the 
Clay Shaw case, and they requested me to prepare a memorandum about 
the case, Alcock had in his offiee a file entitled “The trial File® 
which contained memoranda pertaining to interviews with potential 
witnesses in the case, Many of these memes were already contained in 
a filing cabinet in my office, (This filing cabinet contained nearly 
all the files in the case, with the exception of a fow "sensitive" 
files, such as those on Clay Shaw, Kerry Thorney, and others who had 
been charged by Garrison,) However, Aleock's file contained all these 
memos in one place, These memos were left in my office while I worked 
up the meme entitled "The Clay Shaw Case*, 

After the long~hand version of this memo was coupleted, it was 
given to Lorraine Schuler, (Garrison's personal seeretary) to type. 
She typed it up and returned the typed version plus the Jlong~hand one 
tp me for xeroxing and distriltion, I tore up the hand written vorsion 
and then made several xerox copies of the original, The original I 
gave back to Lorraine Scinilarcte give to Mr. Garrison, and one copy 
each was given to Jim Alcock and Andrew Scianbra, Possibly alse one 
was given to Louls Ivon, possibly not, Ye was subsequently unable to 
find it amongst his files, whereas Seimibra's and Aleock's copies were 
found, I kept cne copy myself, At no point was I asked specifically 
how many copies I had made, or whether I had kept one for myself, I 
kept my copy in a drawer in ny desk, After completing the memo, Alcock's 
file entitled "The trial File® was retirned te Alcook's office, 

The menorandua which I wrote was eidressed te: Jim Garrison and 
Jim Alcock, From: Tom Bethel, Res Clay Shaw Case, Date: sometime in 
late June, 1968, (The date of courso was exact, but I cannot remember 
what it was, ) 

Sometime in August, 1968, I net Salvatere Panszeca when I ws coming 
into the Criminal Court Bullding, I had spoken to him several times before, 
and had indicated sympathy for his cause, At one poimt he had asked me if 
we were planning to use Russe on the witness stand, an’ I said that I 
thought so. He therefore had reason to beliove I might be sympathetic 
to him, A$ this meeting, I told him—a nropos of what I can't remember 
that I believed that Clay Shaw was innocent, He then asked me if I would 
be prepared to help them and I seid yes, He suggested that I go out and 
have lunch with him, and we went cout together to his car, which was parked 
right outside, We drove around but couldn't find anywhere suitable to eat, 
and meanwhile he asked me a few questions and I gave him a few names of
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potential witnesses, such as Sploscl, Brotinen, and I also mombtoned 
ee See ae eee eee eee Se ee and I 
remeuber being rather appalled that he obviously didn't Inov about them, 
and hadn*t heard them before, I hal thought, in view of the attention 
focussing on the , and that many including newam vere gym 
pathetic to Shaw, tha somehow mach of mast heve leake! back to 
the defense, I was particularly surprised that he appeared uot to know 
about the Clinton area, I then decided thet I would do more to help the 
defense than just mention a few names, ami I told Panzoca that I had 
fairly recently written a mene listing witnesses who would be used, and 
I offored to give 1t to him that @ 

I then went back to work, and when I went home that evening T 
took the momo home with me in my brief case, Panzeca calicd me at the 
appointed hovr and I net him outside the apartment, (My bell doesn't 
work.) He cams up te my apartment and we talked very briefly. I again 
re-iterated that I wes convinced that Shaw wes innocent, I then gave 
hin the memoranda, I expressed seme concern as to who would see it, and 
he said he would re-type it, He then tore the top off the first page of 
the momo ani threw it away. He said io would have to tell the Veguam 
brothers where he got the momo from, but said that no-one olse would Imow 
abort it, I was not offered anything for this, then I later give « statee 
memt to the D.A,'s office concerning this, the precise wording on this 

int wast 
si "T was not offcrod and did not receive any remmersticn, 

financial or othervise, for this,* 
Panzeca then put the mame in his pocket and 2 
Sonetine after giving this information, tevards “the en of August, 

I Gecided that I could not go om working in the DA,'s office, I had 
ee ee eee with Clay Felker, eee ee 

in New York, and it anpesred thet there was a chance I night be 
able to get a job working for that wafmrine, I therefore told menbers of 
the Dats office that I wanted to go te New York to lock for a job, and 
Ivon agreed to let me take about = week off, T wort to New York ond met 
Clay Felker, but he explained to me thet they were not at that time in 
a position to hire me as they were really only interested in hiring girls 
for staff postions, mainly te de fashion writing ete, 

I therefore returned te New Orleans, and had by that time decided 
anyway that the best thing for me to do would be to complete my book on 
George Lewis-<a mroject I have been involved in for two years or more, 

T returned to the DA's office and told them that I foresay that 
there méght be a lengthy peried during which I would have little or nothing 
to do, and I therefore sugrested thet I resign, I also told them that I 
wanted te work on the Lewis beck, This suggestion was made to Louis Ivon, 
About 2 day later Iron told me that he had mentioned ny sal to Jin 
Alcock, who head come up with a compromise solution, I saw A cock, snl he 
suggested that I werk 3 days a week for $300 a month, I docided to 
this compromise, The next dey he told me that he thought a better solution 
vould be 2 days a week for $200 a month, X agreed to this, I then started 
to work 2 days a week, coming in on Tuesdays ami Thersdays, This arrange- 
mont started on Sep 1, 1968, 

. Little happened for the next fom months, Tron, umier whom I worked, 
gave me very Bite littie to de, and I saw Garrison not more than once 
or twlee during this period, At one point ee this time, Panzeca called 
ne again, at my apartment, and asked mo if I vould meet him that evening, 
This was wry thertly after the Supos Court decision not to step the 
trial. We mot at the Cafe Du Monte, and then drove off in his cary He
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asked me if I knew of any more witnesses in the case, ani I said I did 
not, He also asked me if I knew who would be trying the case for the 
state, and I said I thought it would mainly be handled by Jim Alcock. 
He mentioned the Supreme Court decision, and we both agreed that it 
would have been the best thing for all parties if they had stopped the 
ee. 5 een aie oon eee ee ee ee 
Clay Shaw to be innocent not only in fact tut also morally—and in this 
resepect I contrasted Shaw's case with Edgar Eugene Bradley, also charged 
by Garrison with conspiracy. I explained to Panzeca that vhereas I did 
not believe that Bradley had had anything whatsoever to do with the 
assassination, there was in his case at least sone fairly credible evid- 
ence that he had wanted to have Kennedy killed, and may have at one 
stage even solicited someone to kill him, In Shaw's case, however, it 
did not lock as though there was any evidence that he was even anti~ 
Kemedy, Therefore, I said, the charge against hin was particlarly 
unjustified, imme 

During this mecting, Panzeca told me that they were now going to 
have te start investigating the witnesses who were listed in the meno, 
He said this would be done as discreetly as possible, I asked him if they 
had found out anything about Charles Speisel and he said that all thay 
had been able to determine was that he was something of a mit, and seemed 
reluctant to believec that he would be used as a witness. 

A day or two before Christmas I left for Washington, with Ivon's 
for a short vacation, which I spent with 2 Inglish journalist 

friends, (I hed stayed with them in 1967 when working in the National 
Archives for Garrison.) George Lewis died on Dec 31, ani I retamned to 
New Orleans on Jan 1, 1969, 

The next significant event occurred on approximately Wednesiay, Jan 
Sth, It my have been the day before or the day after, This was the 
day that members of the DA's office were first aware that there had been 
@ leak in the case, I was in Alecock's office on some other business— 
Just the taro of us,—when he said: "You haven't been talking to anyone 
have you?" I said "what do you mean?” He said *They*ve been talking te 
our witnesses, Gurvich and Aynesvorth are up there in Clinton right now 
talking to ow witnesses, You don't know anything about that do you?® 
I said I didn't, He seemed to accept this and said he believed the leak 
may have originated with Bill Bosley, who had been publicly fired about 
a nonth earlier by Garrison and accused of being a CIA agent, I said 
that I supposed Boxley could have been a logical possibility; Alcock said 
however that even though Boxley had been fired he didn't think he vould 
have done it, as he "“worshipped® Garrison, I agreed, 

Later on in the day the subject came up again when I was again in 
Aleock's office for some incidental reason, This time Iven was also there, 
Ivon asked me casually if I remembered James Hardiman, I was a bit confused 
by this beeause I honestly couliin't weeall who he was, except that he was 
sonething to do with the Shaw case, He said, "The postman?" I thon remem- 
bered who he meant. Ne added that the defense had alse contacted hin, 
Again I said I didn't know anything about it, He then asked me if I cold 
remember who had reeeived copies of*fhe trial file*, This was an earlier 
memo I had written which was similar to the Clay Shaw file memo given te 
Panzeca, but it didn't list all of the witnesses in the later one, I said 
I thought it had gone to the usual distribution—Garrison, Alcock, Ivon 
and Sciambra, I said I did not have a copy of that mame, which vas correct, 
That day, Tvon had a copy of that memo out on his desk, and he had obviously 
been stadying it, considering it a likely source of the leak, He had campl-
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etely forgotten about the second memorandum which I had written. Sume 
time later that day I also saw HAhdrew Sciavbra, and he told me there 
had been a leak in the office, "Of course, you know who it was, dontt 
you,” he said, I said "Who?" He said "Bill Boxley," He reminded me 
that Boxley had known about the Clinton witnesses, and had gone to 
Clinton with him as an investigator. 

While I was tallcing to Ivon and Alcock earlier, Ivon said: "They*ve 
even got copies of our statements,” I said "Stdements!" this time in 
genuine surprise, I asked him how he knew that they had statements, and 
he s.id that one or two of the Clinton witnesses had called up the off- 
fee, and had said they had been showm copies of their statements by 
Gurvich and Aynesworth, He obviously was at a loss to understand how 
the statements could have gotten out, as they had been closely guarded 
in a locked file in Ivon's office, 

A% that time I was working on some of the "Dealey Plaza" aspects 
of the trial, minly under the direction of Al Oser and Jim Aleock, I 
was coming to work every day, owing to the proximity of the trial, One 
thing I was working on, I recall, was trying to locate Buell Wesley 
Prazier-in Irving, Texas, To this end we had solicited the assistance 
of the Irving and Dallas Police Dept. (as a last resort, it seemed, Later 
when I gaw Garrison in his office on January 21, he told me that they had 
had very good co-operation from the Dallas police in getting the Dealey 
Plaza witnesses lined up, and I wondered why he hadn't sought that co- 
operation before instead of accusing the Dept, of being conspirators, ) 

I came in the next day, and they were still talicing about the 
leak, Once again I saw Jim Aleock in his office, and this time he was 
even more concerned, "They've even contacted our boy in New York," he 
said, *.—Charles igel," I again expressed surprise, Ivon came in and 
made some remark a their "going right dowm the list" of witnesses, 
although he didn't elaborate on which list he was talking about, 

Aleock was really worried, "They're looking right dom our throat,® 
he said, "This could be a disaster. I tell you, we could be looking at 
a directed verdict in this case," I think he also said something about 
this would depend on whether Riisso cracked or not, Also, some time on 
this day, (which would be most probably Thursday, Jamary 9th,) Alcock 
started to talk about a Grand Jury investigation of the leak, He said 
he “hated to do it," because of the shortage of time, but he said that 
if there was time, he would try to institute an investigation next week, 
which would have been the last week before the trial, He said something 
about "getting Newsweek" before the grand jury to find out where they 
had gotten the information from, I saw Sciambra again later on that day 
anc he said the dame thing, 

That night, after leaving the office, I called Panzeca at his office, 
I told him that they were aware of the leak, and that apparently the def- 
ense even had copies of our statements, He said they had statements, but 
implied that they came from earlier on in the investigation, and reminded 
me that someone else had left the DA's office earlier on, (strongly imp- 
lying Gurvich,) I asked Panzeca what I should do if I was asked to take 
@ po and he suggested that I "indignantly refuse to take it." He 
reminded me that he had not told amyone of the source of the leak, (The 
substance of this conversation was included in the first statement I gave 
the DA's office (dated Jan 17th 1969), but only very briefly mentioned in 
the second.) The question of whether or not the defense had statements 
vas of course of interest to me, as it might have indicated two leaks, 
Subsequentiy, when Tvon was awtre of the decument I had civen the defense, 
he told me he was “satisfied" that nothing else had leaked out, and he
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said he did not beléeve they had copies of our statements, 

I have no specific recollections of vhat happened on the next day, 
F » Jan 10th; some of the aforementioned episodes could in fact have 
happened on this date, Garrison himself was not in the office at all this 
week, and I believe was till recovering from the flu, There had earlier 
been some talk about my possibly coeing to Dallas the ceming week with 
Al Oser, in preparation for the Dealey Plaza part of the trial, Hovever 
I noticed that by now they had seemed te have cooled off om the idea of 
my going One episode I do recall, which oecured either on the Friday, or 
the folhowing Monday (Jan 13th,), Bill Bexley had called Jim Aleock at 
his home asking him whether he was going to get his fim pay check, and 
at that time Aleock asked him whether he had given any information either 
te Newsweek or the defense, Bexley had said ne, Aleock said, and that he 
had sounied as though he was telling the truth, They wore still talking 
about a Grand Jury investigation at this stage, 

I dia not go into the office over the weekend, Before leaving the office 
that evening I asked Lonis Ivom if he wanted me to come in, He said he 
would call me if he needed me for anything, but he didn*t call, 

I came in on ‘onday, and this was the day Alcock made a statement to 
the press and TV to the effect that there had been a leak in the office, 
(Date confirmed from newspapers.’ Tn his speech, he said thet the leak 
eould only have come from four people, which I remember thinking was 
correct, and I had come te the same conclusion, (Actually, the mmber is 
five If you include Garrison; the other 4: Ivon, Alcock, Sciambra and myself, 
Strictly speaking, one of the secretaries could also have been a suspect, 
In faet, at one point-—-I think on Monday the 13th—Ivon speculated about 
this to me. He said it could have bken"one of the girls", but thought it 
wmlikcly beeause he didn't think any of them could have "put all the info- 
rnation together, ) 

Also on Monday, Garrison finally came into the office, He ws walking 
dam the corridor vhen he saw me in ny office and made a point of caning 
in, He said: "You've probably heard, we've been the victims of a profess— 

_ ional operation," He was referring to the leak, ani to the fact that in 
his wind, it was carried out by Bill Boxley, whom he now obviously felt 
justified in having fired, and he elearly regarded the leak as corroboration 
of his allegation that Boxley wes a CIA agent, (Privately, if not publicly, 
he had also been accusing Bill Turner of Ramparts of being an FBI agent, 
and I think he alse regarded Turner as one of the people who had carried 
out the *operstion® on him,) Garrison was very cordial towards me, The 
purpose of his visit was to say that in view of this Beak, they vere nov 
going to have to place mich more emphasis on the Dealey Plaza part of the 
trial. He told me that he thought Sylvia Meagher*s book "Accessories After 
The Tact" rnrobably contained some material which Al Oser was not faniliar 
with about Dealey Plaza, ani he wanted me to bring anything of interest 
in the book to Oser's attention, I reminded hin at that stage of Judge 
Haggerty*s recent announcement that *the Warren Report is not on trial", 
and I said I wondered if any of this material was going te be admissable,. 
he saids "0h I don't think there will be any problem there," As always, he 
seened calm and relaxed, and not too concerned about anything, I certainly 
did not get the impression that Bee regarded me as the source of the leak— 
on the contrary, he made it clear that he thought it was done by someone else, 

Television eareras were brought into Aleock's office in the afternoon, 
and he made his statement, Then, close to 5 pm., as Alcock and Ivon were 
leaving Alcock’s office, they st outside my office, and in a conspic- 
neously audible voice Ivon said: "I've got all the girls lined up to take 
the polygraph--" he then leaned round into my office and said: "ire you 

ready to take the polygraph, Tom? I said tyes,*


