A turning point in my Seelings asbout the Clay Shaw case, and my
opinion as to his guilt or imocence, came after a lengthy discussion
withe Richard Billings, then an associate editor of Life mapazine,
That discussion took place on March 15, 1968, Until that point I felt
it extremely unlikely that the meeting as deseribed by Russo had taken
place, After the discussion I felt certain that it had not teken place,
and that Shaw was therefore certainly innocent, -

Rather than go into the details of my talk with Billings, I will
inclnde here a 5 page synopsis of the meeting and events surroumding
it, vhich was written shortly after X met Billings, In swmary, Billings
completely corroborzted Phelan's story as to the sequence of events
smurrounding Russo!s preparation as & witness, and Billings concluded
by disnigsing Andrew Sclambra "a liar®,

I then contimied to work in the D,A.'s office, and nothing new
developed which would lead me %o suppose thai Clay Shaw was guilty,
Semetine in June, 1968, Jim Aleock and Louis Iven were discussing the
Clay Shaw case, and they requested me to prepare a memorandiga sboub
the case, Alcock had ir his offiece a £ile entitled "The trial File®
vhich contained memoranda pertaining to interviews with potential
witnesses in the case, Many of these memos were already contalned in
a f1ling cabinet in my office, (This £iling eabinet contained nearly
all the files in the case, with the axveption of a fow "sensitiven
files, such as those on Clay Shaw, Xerry Thorpley, and others who had
been charged by Garrison,) Hovever, Alcock!s file contained a1l these
memos in one place, These memos were left In my office while I worked
up the nmenmo entitled "The Clay Shaw CaseW, ,

After the long-hand version of this nemo was cowpleted, it wms
given to Lorraine Scimler, (Garrison's personal seerstary) to iype.
She typed i1t up and returned the typed wversion plus the long-hand one
tp me for xeroxing and distribution, I tore up the hand written vorsion
and then made several zerox coples of the original, The original I
gave back to Lorraine Schlar-toc give to Mr, Garrison, and one copy
each was glven to Jim Alcock and Andrew Sclambra, Possibly alsc one
was given to Louls Iven, possibly not, He was subsequently unable to
find it anongst his files, whereas Selmsbra's and Alcock?s copies were
found, I kept cne copy myself, At no point was I asked specifically
how many copies I had made, or whether I had kept one for myself, I
kept my copy in a drawer in my desk, After completing the memo, Alcock's
f£ile entitled "The trial File® was retirned te Alcock's office,

The memorandum which I wrote was addressed to: Jin Garrison and
Jim Alcock, Fromt Tom Bethell, Res Clay Shav Case, Dates sometime in
 late June, 1968, (Tho date of cowrse was exact, but I cannot remember
vhat it was,)

Sometime in August, 1968, I met Selvotore Panseca when I was coming
into the Criminal Cowrt Building, I hal spoken %o him several times before,
and had indicated sympatly for his camse, A% one point he had asked me if
we vere plarming to use Russo on the vitness stand, and I said that I
thought so. He therefore had reason to beliove I might be sympathetic
to him, A¥ this meeting, I told him—a nropos of vhat I can't remembesse
that T believed that Clay Shaw was innocent, He then asked me 1f I would
be prepared to help them and I seld yes, He suggested that I go out and
have lunch with him, and we went out togother to his car, vhich was
right outside, We drove around but couldn't £ind anyvhere suitable to eat,
and meanvhile he asked me a few questions and T gave him 2 few names of
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renember being rather sppalled that he obvicusly dld‘ﬁ't}mraboutﬁu.
snd hadn*t heard them before., I had thought, In view of the attention
focusaing on the , and that many including nowziy were gyme
pathetic to Shaw, that somehow much of mst heve leike? back %o
ﬁm&eﬁa&.ImMﬁuﬂ;W%ﬁkaﬁtﬁw
about the Clinton area, I then decided that T would do more o help the
defense than just mentlon s few names, and I told Panzoca that I had
fairly reocently written a meme listing wiltnesses vho would be used, and
I offored to give 1t to him that

IM-mtmwmmmxmmmmﬁwmx
took the momo home with me in my brief case, Panzeca called me at the
appointed hovr and I net hinm outside the apartment, (My bell doesn®t
work,) He came wp to my aparimont and we talked very briefly, I agaln
re-iterated that I wes convinced that Shaw wes immoecent, I then gave
hin the memcrandum, I expressed some concern as o vho would see it, and
ke said he would re-type it, We then tore the top off the first page of
the momo and threw it mmy. He said 1 would have to tell the Wegnmamn
brothers where he got the memo from, tut said that no-one clse would know
asbouat 14, I was not offered anything for this, Vhon I later gave o states
ment to the D A, %s office concerning this, the precise wording on this
polint wasm / :

"T was not oficrud and @14 not recelve any rommeration,
financial or othervise, for thlsX

Penzeca then put the mamo In his pocket and Jaf¥%,

Sometime after glving this information, towards the end of Angust,

T decided that I could not go or working in the D, A.'s office, I had
previously spoker on the telephone with Clay Felker, cditor of New Terk
Mogazine in New York, and it apperred thet there was a chance I night be
bble to get a Job warking for thet majmzine, I therefore told rvcznbarn of
ﬁmM’sﬁi&MIWh@hM?ﬁﬂ%Mf&aﬂ&b,

Ivon agreed to let me take sbout = week off, T werdt Yo Wevw York and med
Clay Felker, but he exrlained hmt&mt‘:&eywremtatthsttﬁmein
a position to hire me as they were really only interested in hiring giris
for staff postions, mainly tc de fashion vriting ete,

I therefore returned to New Crleans, and had by that time decided
anyvay that the best thing for me to do would be %o cuplete my book en
Ceorge Lewis--a project I have been inveolved in for two yeorr or more,

T returned o the DA's office and told them that I foresav that
there r#ght be a lengthy perled dwring vhich T would have 1ittle or nothing
to do, and T therefore sugpested thet T resign, I also told them that I
wanted to work on the Lewls book, This sugpestion was male %o Louis Ivon,
Atout 2 day later Ivon told me that he had nentioned my sal to Jim
Alcock, who had come up with a compramise solution, I saw Alcock, snd he
mggestedtbatImksdmammrMamﬁ I docided to accoph
this compromise, The next doy he told m2 that he thought a betler sclution
wold be 2 days a woek for $200 a month, X agreed to this, I then started
o work 2 days & week, coxing in on Tuesdoys and Thrrsdays, This arrange-
ment gharted on Sep 1, 1968,

v Little hoppened for the next fowr menths, Tvon, wider vhom I worked,
gawmm!kﬁ:litﬁaﬁn&e,mﬂlw&awismmtmtb.nomm
or twlece during this peried. At one point during this time, Panzeca called
ne again, at gaparmenﬁ ard aglked mo f I would meet hin that evening,
This was vory shortly after the Suprome Court decision mot to stop the
trial, Ve nmet at the Cafe Du Yonle, and then drove ui'f in his car, He



asked me if I knew of any more witnesses in the case, and I said I did
not, He also asked me 1f I knew who would be trying the case for the
state, and I said I thought 1t would mainly be handled by Jim Alcodk.

He meptioned the Supreme Cowrt decision, and we both agreed that i%
world have been the best thing for all parties if they had stopped the
prosecution, I renamber also telling Panzeca at this time that I beliewed
Clay Shaw to be innocent not only in fact btut also morallyw-and in this
resepect I contrabted Shaw's case with Edgar Tugene Bradley, also charged
by Garrison with conspiracy, I explained to Panzeca that vhareas I did
not believe that Bradley had had anything vhatsoever to do with the
assassination, there was in his case at least some fairly aredible ovide
ence that he had wanted to have Kemnedy killed, and may have at cne
stage even solicited someone to kill him, In Shaw's case, however, it
did not look as though there was any evidence that he was even antie
Kemmedy, Therefore, I saild, the charge agalnst hin was particlarly
unjustified, fbmxiwm

During this meeting, Panzeca told me that they were now going to
have to start investigating the witnesses who were listed in the memeo,
He saild this would be done as discreetly as possible, I asked him if they
had found out anything about Charles Speisel and he said that all they
had been able %o determine was that he was something of a mb, and seemed
reluctant to belleved that he would be used as a witness,

A day or two before Christmas I left for Washington, vith Ivonts

for a short vacation, vhich I spent with 2 English jowrnalist
friends, (I had stayed with them in 1967 when working in the Natiomal
Archives for Garrison,) George Lewis died on Dee 31, and I reftaumed to
Vew Orleans on Jan 1, 1969,

Thenmtsig;ﬂimtm&wmedmw@.mte}ywm,zm
8th, It may have been the day before or the day after, This was the
day that nembers of the DA's office were first aware that there had been
a leak in the ecase, I was in Alcock's office on some other business—
Just the two of us,~when he said:s "You haven't been talking %o anyone
have you?" I sald "what do you mean?® He sald "They've been talking te
our witnesses, Gurvich and Aynesvorth are up there in Clinton right now
talking to owr witnesses, You don't know anything ebout that do yout®
I said I didn't, He seemod to accept this and said he believed the leak
may have originated with Bill Boxley, who had been publicly f£ired about
a month earlier by Garrison and accused of being a CIA agent, I said
that T supposed Boxley could have been a logical possibility; Alcock said
however that even though Boxley had been fired he didn't think he would
have done it, as he "worshipped® Garrison, I agreed,

Later on in the day the subject came up again vhen I was again in
Alecock!s office for some incidental reason, This time Iven was also there,
Ivon asked me casually if I remembered James Hardiman, I was a bit confused
by this beecause I honestly coulin't wecall who he was, except that he wam
something 4o do with the Shaw case, le said, "The postman?® I then remem=
bered who he meant. He added that the defense had alse contacted him,
Again I said I didn't know anything sbout it, He then asked me if I could
remamber who had received coples of®fhe trial file®, This was an earlier
memo I had written vhich was similar to the Clay Shaw file memo gliven to
Panzeca, but it didn't list all of the witnesses in the later one, I said
I thought it had gone to the usual distribution--Garrison, Alcock, Ivon
and Sciasmbra, I said I did not have a copy of that memo, which was correct,
That day, Tbon had a copy of that memo out on his desk, and he had obviously
been studying it, considering it a likely source of the leak, He had comple
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otely forjotton about the second memorandum vhich I had wrltten. Sume
time later that day I also saw ¥AAdrew Sciarbra, and he told me there
had been a leak in the office, ®0Of course, you know who it was, don't
you," he said, I said "Tho?" He said "Bill Boxley," IHe reminded me
that Boxley had known sbout the Clinton witnesses, and had gone to
Clinton with him as an investigator,

While I was talking to Ivon and Alcock earlier, Ivon salds "They've
even got coples of our statements,” I said "Stdementsl" this time in
genuine surprise, I asked him how he lnew that they had statements, and
he s.id that ope or twe of the Clinton witnesses had called up the off-
ice, and had said they had besn showm copies of their statements by
Gurvich and Aynesvorth, He obviocusly was at a loss to understand how
the statements could have gotten out, as they had been closoly guarded
in a locked file in Ivon's office,

At that time I was working on some of the "Dealey Plaza® aspects
of the trial, mainly under the direction of Al Oser and Jim Alecock, I
was coning %o work every day, owing to the proximity of the trial, Ome
thing 7 was working on, I recall, was trying to locate Buell Wesley
Frazier in Irving, Texas, To this end we had solicited the assistance
of the Irving and Dallas Police Dept, (as a last resort, it seemed, Later
when I saw Garrison in his office on January 21, he told me that they had
had very good co-operation from the Dallas police in getiing the Dealey
Plaza vitnesses lined up, and I wondered why he hadn't sought that co=
operation before insteal of accusing the Dept, of being conspirators, )

I care in the next day, and they were still talking about the
leak, Once again I saw Jinm Aleock in his offise, and this time he was
oven more concerned, "They've even contacted our boy in New York," he
said, "—-Cbarlassw*lagainezpressadmﬁso. Ivon came in and
made some remark a their "going right down the list® of witnesses,
although he didn't elaborate on which list he was talking about,

Alcock was really worried., "They're looking right down our throat,®
he said, "This could be a disagter. I tell you, we could be locking at
a directed werdiet in this case,” I think he also said something about
this would depend on whether Riisso cracked or not, Also, some time onm
this day, (which would be most probably Thursdey, Jamuary 9th,) Alcock
started to talk agbout = Grand Jury investigation of the leak, He said
he "hated to do it," because of the shortage of time, but he said that
if there was time, he would try to institute an investigation next week,
which would have been the last week bafore the trial, He said something
about "getting Wewsweek" before the grand jury to find out vhere they
had gotten the information from, I saw Sciambra again later on that day
and ho said the @game thing,

That night, after leaving the office, I called Panzeca at his office,
I told him that they were aware of the leak, and that apparently the def-
ense even had copies of our statements, He said they had statements, bubt
implied that they came from earlier on in the investigation, and reminded
me that someone elsc had left the DA's office earlier on, (strongly imp-
lying Gurvich,) I asked Panzeca what I should do if I was asked to take
a polygraph and he suggested thot I "indignantly refuse to take it.* He
reninded me that he had not told anyone of the source of the leak, (The
substance of this conversation was included in the f{irgt statement I gave
the DA's office (dated Jan 17th 1969), but only very briefly mentioned in
the second,) The question of whether or mot the defenge had statements
was of course of interest to me, as it might have indicated two lesaks,
Subsequently, when Ivon was aumre of the document I had given the defense,
he told me he was "satisfied®™ that nothing else had leaked out, and he
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sald he did not beldewve they had copies of our statements,

I have no specific recollections of vhat happened on the next day,
Friday, Jan 10th; some of the aforementioned episodes could in fact have
happened on this date, Garrison himself was not in the ofifice at all this
week, and I believe was $ill recovering from the fiu, There had earlier
been some talk about my possibly geing to Dallas the ceming week with
Al Oser, in preparation for the Dealey Plaza pert of the trial, Houvever
I noticed that by now they had seemed to hawve cooled off on the idea of
ny going One enisode I do recall, which occured either on the Friday, or
the foldbowing Monday (Jan 13th,), Bill Boxley had ecalled Jim Alcock at
his home asking hinm vhether he was going to get his fiml pay check, and
at that time Aleock asked him vhether he had given any information either
to lewsweek or the defense, Boxley had said ne, Alcock said, and that he
had sounded as though he was telling the truth, They wore still talking
sbout a Grand Jury investigation at this stage,

, I di1G not go into the office over tho woekend, Before leaving the office
that evening I asked Louis Tvom if he wanted me to come in, He said he
would call me if he needed me for anything, but he didn't eall,

I came in on Vonday, and this was the day Alcock made a statenent te
the press and IV to the effect that there had been a leak in the offiee,
(Date confirmed from newspapers.. 'n his speech, he said thet the leak
eould only have core from four people, which I remember thinking was
correct, and I had come to the same conclusion, (Actually, the muiber is
five If you include Ga-rison: the other 43 Ivon, Alcock, Sciambra and myself,
Strictly speaking, one of the secretaries could also have been a suspect,
In faet, at one point—-I think on Monday the 13th—-Ivon speculated about
this %o me, He said it could have bben"one of the giris%, but thought it
unlikecly bocanse he didn't thdnk any of them could have "put all the info-
rmation together,)

4lso on Monday, Garrison finally came into the office, He wms walking
down the corrideor vhen he saw me in ny office and made a point of caming
in, Te said:s "Tou've probably heard, we've been the vietims of a profess-
~ ional operation,® He was referring to the leak, and to the fact that in
his mind, it was carried out by Bill Boxley, whom he now obvionsly felt
justified in having fired, and he clearly regarded the lesk as corroboration
of his allegetion that Boxley was a CIA agent, (Privately, if not publicly,
he had also been accusing Bill Turner of Rarparts of being an FBI agent,
and I think he also regarded Turner as one of the people who had carried
out the ®oper:tion® on him,) Garrison was vory cordial towards me, The
purpose of his visit was to say that in view of this Reek, they wvere now
going to have to place mch more emphasis on the Dealey Plaza part of the
trial, He told me that he thought Sylvia Meagher®s book "Accessories After
The Tact? rrobably contained some material which Al Oser was not faniliar
with about Dealey Plaza, and he vanted me to bring anything of interest
in the book to Oser's attention, I reminded him at that stage of Judge
Hagperty's recent announcement that "the Warren Report is not on triall,
and I said T wondered if any of this material was going to be admissable,.
he saids "Ch I dontt think there will be any problem there," As always, he
seemed ealm and relaxed, and not too concermed about anything, I certainly
did not get the irpression that Bem regarded me as the source of the leak—
on the contrary, he made it clear that he thought it was done by someone else,

Television careras were brought into Aleock's office in the aflernoon,
and he made his statement, Then, close to 5 pm., as Alcock and Ivon were
leaving Alcock!s office, they st outside my office, and in a conspic-
nously audible voice Tvon said: "I've got all the girls lined up to take
the polygraph--" he then leaned round into my office and said: W.re yom

ready to take the polygraph, Tom?* I said Wyes,®
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He addods Mou have 4o take a couple of goof balls," He then left the
office ond returned a few nimutes later with police investigator Freddie
Williams, ostensibly on other busimess, and in ny presence made some
raerk to Preddie sbout being ready to take tho polygraph, and that all
the investigators were ready to talke it. I re-iterated that I was ready
to bake it.

At honme that night I thought the matbter over at some length, and
" concluded that 1t might be best for me to tell then that I was the one
whe gave the informatéen. Tt was obvious to me that I was under congiderable
suspicion, 'ainly, there were so fow people 1t could have been, I also
wac 2 bit worried about the pmsibility of a Grand Jury investigaiion, and
the danger of & perjury sharge resulting if someone olse was called and
said it was me, I was also notivated by the consideration that the DA's
office would obviously be erbarrassed considerably if they decided o take
any action against me at this stage-—ome weck before the trial, I +there-
fare called up Ivem, spoke %o his wife, and about half an houwr later Iven
eallel back, e agreed to meet at a cafe on Ilysian Filelds, This was around
9 pine

I drove out there, apnd Tven was waiting in the parling lot outalde the
cafe, I ot into the car with hin and told him that I couldn't gzc on telling
lies any longer end that it was me vho gave the inforration o the defense,
I specilisd exaetly vhet hm I had given and to vham, THe asked me vhy 1
had given ib, end I sald becsuse I beld#ved that Clay Shav was innocent,
He asked me why I thought that and E=m said because I couldn't belioved
Pusso, basing ny opinion on the combined stories of Phelan and Billings,

He sald, "You realise it is not the job of an investigator to form an
opinion as to the guilt or innocence of the accused,” {or words to that
effeet,) I said that I did realisc that, Me sald, "I'n real sorry to hear
this, Tom, becgise I Imov the boss likes you, and I Imow he*1ll be sorxy

$o0 hoar this, I%d rathor have found cut it was one of ny om imvestigators,®
He them said something about me being the “irst one Garrison hired o work
on the case,

Tie asked me if I was offered or received any money and I said mo, He
also male a noint of asking me whether I had heen notivated by anti-Garrison
sentimonts in doing this, I enphasised that this was not tho case-——that 1
had intended to help Shaw rather than mmrt Garrison, He then said that he
would have token me to see Garrison then andthere but that it was too late,
and so he would call Alcock, After calling him, wo drove off to Alcock's
‘house, AS we were driving along, he saids "You realise this could mean
your job, Tam?® T said that I should have thought it would, He then salds
"ind you realise you could be charged?" I said that I did, At a1l times
he treated me with nolitonoss and courtesy, and did not use any intimidating
tactics, ATter a delay while Alcock pub some clothes om, the throe of us
then drove out %o a2 nearby restuarant-—whose name and location I can't
rerevher, Alcock had evidently called Sciavbra, and said he would join
us soon,

' it the restawrant, one of the first things they established was that
the Jefense did mot know that I had now made this confession, Having est-
ablished this, they thon begen $o dideuss tactics, as to what they should
do about it, if anything, They again asked me if I had received any money,
an? T sald no. Ivon asked:s ™fould you be prepared to take o polygraph on
2% and I said yes, and abt the dame time threw down &y check book on
the table and said they ecould examine it if they wanted io, Alcock said,
"Oh no, thatts all right,” and made some remark that he didn't believe
Panzeca would have offered me money anyway . Alcock said words o the effect

that'Iﬁwﬂghtwmmm,!anaImaufaruImcomemedw
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still were friends, but that I did not believe that Clay Shaw was gullty,
Alcock asgked me specifically vhat bothered me about the case against him,
and I sald, YRusso," he said, Miell, I belddve wetve all had our doubts
about Russo, but don't you beliove anym of the other people, such as the
postman, the Clinton witnesses, ote," I said I did not, Somewhere around
this time Sciambra arrived,

The discussion then centered on tacties, and Alcock sald he thought
it would be best if I came back to the office, and went on worlking there,
Scimmbra raised a query at this point and sald that ®if this over comes
out,” that I had gone back to the offfice, "it wouldn't look too good that
we treated it so lightly,® They thomsght this one over, and partially agreed
with Scianmbra, At one point Tvon told Alcock that he had told me that I
might lose ny Job, and Alcock indicated that this was obvious,

There vas some discussion aboul Panzeca, and they almost seened to
be more annoyed at hin thall at me; they seened to feel that it was "his
fault.® They vere all well aware that I nov posed a threat to them, and
someone, nprobably Alcock sald how bad 1t would be if I went on television
at this stage, "Then we've got cnother Curvich on our hands,"hc said.

Ve were thore for over an hour, but I can't remember any other speo-
ifie details of the conversation, The conclusion was that I would go
home and they would tell Garrison tomorrow, I was to wait at home for a
ecall, as to vhether to come into the office, and if so, vhen, At one point
I said I felt bad that I hadn't rgigned and I offered to pay them the
noney back I had earned since August, They indicated they weren't interested
in getting it back, I also said that I had been collecting some material
fron the office in the past, as at one point I had been interested in
writing a book about the case, but That I was no longer interested in
writing a book, and sald they could come and get the stuff back,

Aleock in some wmys seemed quite relieved, and saids Mlell at least
they are not entirely looking dowvn our throats,” He had thought that the
defense had got copies of statements, Ivon and Alcock were wunable to recall
the specific memo that I had given Panzeca, and at this stage still were
not sure there were two "irial file® memos, They had locked at the first
one, and realised I could not be referring to that, as it did not list
some of the vitnesses vhom thoy Imev had already been contacted by the
defonse, Therefore, (I later learned) they thought I still might have
been lying to them when I said I had meweky gisem only given Panzoca
one nenmo, They only believed me vhen they finally located a copy of the
meno In question in Alcock!s office,

One point they raised was vhy the deofense would "go to Newsweek®
with this information, I said it seened obvicug——they did it for financial
reasons, Alcock seemed to agree that this was probably right.

Alecock and Ivon left togethor, and Sciarbra drove me back %o vhere
ny car was on Elysian “lelds, On the way there I said that T wvery much
rogretted that I hadn't resimmed, He said that he thought I had nore to
be sorry about than that, I said that there was no way I could not have
given the information to the defonse, and that if I had resigned I would
have also given it, and so there was no way I could regret giving the
information, As I recull, Sclambra made some “urther remarks about Newsweck
and Aynesworth,

The next day I waited at home for a call, which vas not forthcoming,
and eventually I called the office myself and was told that Ivon and Aleock
were looking for me, Ivon had been calling the wrong mmber, I met them
both a few ninutes later, on the strect outside ry apartnent, They came
up to my apariment, Ivon told me that he had "talked to the boss, and he
was real sorry to hear about it, He says he doesntt want to do anything
to Imrt you as long as you don't do anything to hurt him, I told him you
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had offered 4o pay the monoy back and he said he didn't want it badk, He
wansed o kmow if yon did it to hurt him, and I told him positively not,
that you did 1t heecause you believed Clay Shaw wes innocent, Tonm, the
boss says he wanbs you to make a statement, as Yo vhat you did, and we
want you to come on back to the office tomorrow, WoBll take the statenent
fron you, and then put it in the safe, Like I say, the boss cdon't want to
do anything to it you as long as you don't hurt him,®

They cstablished that T still had not contacted the defense, Alcock
went over one or two things he wanted me %o work on whep I went to the
of fice-—comecte? with the Dealey Plaza part of the trlal,

Tyon ro-iterated that Garrison liked me, "I'1L tell you, the best
thing voulve gob going for you are the bosses feclings for you,* I then
indieated 4o Ivon the box which contained material about the Garrison
Investigation, which he took, He asked me if I had anything else in ny
apertnent, anl I said no, He agked if I had a copy of the nemo I gave
%o Panzeca, and I said no, They had been unable to f£ind it, and obvimusly
were gtill uneortain as to vhether it explained e ¥leak®, They then
lef%, with the box of material, This was Tuesday, Jan, l4th, 1969,

That evening, Dick Sprague-—an assassination "buff" who has special-
ised in collecting photographs of the assassination—was dne to arrive
at the airport fronm New York, and I had proviously been schoduled to neet
him, T was told %o go sheal and meet him as plamned, vhich T did, Sprague
had brought with him some data and photographs vhich he was to hand over
to0 Al Oser the next day. I did nobt discuss my situation with Sprague at
all,

The next day I went in to the office—Jan 1l5--and started working
in Touls Ivon's office, There wore various things Oser wanted me to do,
eg. looking up certain cxhibits in the 26 volume Warren Report, I wms
also crployed in xorexing a great pile of material vhich Harold ("hitowash®)
Weisherg hed brought down with hin, mainly pertaining to the JFX amlopsy,
(In fact, I bolieve this was rerely the mamuseript of his latest bock, which
he wanted to have a spare copy of,) As T recall, there was quite a bit
of work o be dome on this day, and Louis Ivon did not start with the
taking of the staterent until the next day--ledneday, Jamary 16th,

Tvon gtarted taking the sitatement in the morning the next day, 'ost
of the tinme he was alone in his office, although oceasionally Aleock would
cone in, /% this stage Alcokk, Scimabra, Oser, Ward and Garrison were
{ supposedly)the only ones in the office who lmew aboub ny position, Ivon
had specifically told me this vhen he had seen me at ny apartuent, He told
mne he had told Oser because I had beem vorking on the case with hin, and
algo Charlie Vard because he wos the Chief Assistant in the offige, I dic-
tated the statenent, and Tvon wrote it dowm on a legal pad, He almost
entirely accepted ny wording without revision at this stage, Dy this time
he had found another copy of the memo I had given o Panzeca, and had told
ne that he was now satisfied that it completely accounted for tho lbak,

I recall that on this day I went oubt to lunch and then thought of an add-
ition +o the statenment vhich I phoned in to Ivon, It reals ®A% no point
aid T contact Nowsweek Tagazine or any other member or ropresentative of
the news nelia concerning this,® This sentence was also included in the
later statermt,

In the afternoon & rrelininary draft of this statamt was typed up.
Tt was definlely typed by Lorraine Leboef, She brought it back into Ivon's
office vhere we were both sitting, and he had told me he had given it to
her to type. (This was not the actual statement vhich I finally signed, but
just a typed version of Ivonts handuritton copy, )

At some point on this date Alcock was in the office and I discussed
the question of what I could be charsed with, He said theft, I asked him
what the maxiram sentence could be, and he sald 6 months if the property
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vas valued at less than $20, I agked him how he thought they would in
fact vaine the propergy. He said he didn't Imow but concedeld that if
you £igured it at the Investigative expense of accumilating the data
on the memo, it could be walued at "thousands of dollars,” When Alcock
read the typed version of the statement at this stage, he expressod
. surprise at the récounting of the second meeting with Panzeca in the
car, He hadn't knoum about it before, because I hadn't mentioned it
on the Tirst day vhen I discussed it with hin and Ivon, Ivon said sone-
thing about ry not having given any more informationz at that moeting,
and Alcock said, "o, tut it shows a contimiing relationchip,®

I went into the office again the next day, Fridayr, Jan 1%, I think
it was on this day that one of the first things that happoned was that
Ivon told me he had secn Panzeca dovmstalrs in the Coust Duilding, He
said, ™why dontt you go down and talk to him, Tom, See what he says,®
The idea, as Tvon made clear, was to reassure Panzeca that the situation
wvag still "normal® as far as I was concerned, I therefore went dowmstairs
and Panzeca was in the concession stand by the Broad St, ontrance, Panzeca
said something to me sbout there being another suspect, not me, (ie wvas
reforring to Doxley, as he subsequently made clear, In fact, he did have
good reason to believe that Boxley was under suspicion at that tine,) I
repro®bed ny brief converssition to Ivon,

On this day there was considerable talk in the office about the
statement which Ramsey Clark had made on television the night before, aboub
the recent findings by a pancl of four experts about the autopsy, Ivon
goveral times ropeated that Clark's announcement had broken into a Bob
hope TV program he was watching, Alcock had by this time filed a motion
for contimance, and later that day went on TV and male a strongly worded
statormt to the offect that they could not go to trial until they had
recelved the JFK autopsy photos and z-rays from Washingion, I agked Alcock
if there would be a contimuance, and he said, "0Oh yes, we!'ll get a contine
uancee

Yy statcrmbt was comploted that day, The first thing was that Ivon
told me he wandted the wording changed at one point, ny original wording
had beens "I iIndicated %o Panseca that I did not believe that Clay Shaw
was cuilty,® and this was changed to ",..I vas not convinced that Clay
Shav was gullty," After this change was made, the statement proper vas
typed up, this tinme, (I am almost certain,) by Lerraine Scimler, It
was signed by me, witnessed by Louils Ivon, and notarised by !iilte Karmazin,
There were no other signatures, and pom one clse, vith the possible
excepbion of Lymn Loisel, was in the roonm at the time, (Loisel cortainly
Imew about my nosition at this tire,)

After I had covpleted my statement, Ivon told me there was something
else he vanted to do, He explained he wvanted me to call up Panzeca at his
office, and gave me some instructions as to what I was bo say, I can't
rencnber what becanse I was hardly listening, The upshot was that I told
Ivon I couldntt make the call, Alcock was also in the room when this was
going on, e didn't say a word, Ivon accepted my refusal without any arg-
unent,

Then I left the office that day Ivon had told me to return on londay,
and said it would be OK for me to go to the trial if T wanted %o, %as I
did at the Dean Andrews trial.® He added that there may be a few things
theym would want me to do anyway, I still had my DA's crodentials, and I
used them frequently during the two wecks shead to got into the court-rowp/

Yhen I returned home that night the papers abd the IV were full of
Alcoclkts recont ammouncement zbout a delay in the trial, and there vas
widespread speculation that the trial was not geoing to take place, Garrison
at this stage was out of towm, and 4id not retamm until londay, That
evening I rececivel a call from David Chandler, asking me if Russo had
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gkipped towm, T sald I thought not, {Mle was cbviously trying to raticnalise
the latesh announcerent from the DAYs office, Chandler &34 nobt know about
ry position at this stage, tut I had met hin a fev timos socially, and

had indieabed considerable regervabtions about the Garriscon investigation,
which accounts for vhy he called mé,)

I recall nothing significant over the weckend, and on Monday, Jan 20,
I was in the courd room vhon Alcock nade his curprise statenent roversing
his position and saying thoy were now ready to go to trial ete,

On londay, in the office, I was put fo work by Alecock on preparing
a list of articles and TV propgrans sboubt the case, This wes completed by
Honday evening, and used in the trial to quostion jurors with—as to thelr
familiarity with the case, Also on this day I was paid for the two weeck
period Jan 1 - Jan 15th, (§100), The check was dated Jan 15th, I recall
nothing else of significance on this date,

Tnedday, Jamary 21 was the day the trial started, amd the day Garrison
£inally showed wp in the office, I managed to get guk to see him in the

‘morning, at cbout the time the first potential juror wms questioned, He
was alone in his office, "Didyou want %o see me ebout something?® he
as I cane in, and then said, "es, I guess you did,® Ag I recall, I didn't
say anything before he started talking,

"I hope you don't think that I would ever charge a man unless I
believed that he was puilty,® he began, I said I beleieved that, ie, I
beldved that he did think that Clay Shaw was guilty, He paused to take
this in and then went on: "I am a district attorney, and that is all I am;
if I wamett distriet atborney I wouldn't be amything, and I hope you
realise that I take my job sericusly—" words to that effect, He wasn't
mad or shouting at me, he seemed o be trying %o meke me fecl sorry for
him, I noticed that he ldoked worse than I had over seen him: 2 livid
blistering tan scquired over the wedrend, and hig gyes wore hiocodshot, He
made a coment about how hard he had worked on the case, ™working Hill
3 o'clock in the morning,® and he addod that he had “Mmrecked his health®
in so doing, "Thank God 1t's only physical and not mental,® he said,

He then twrned to the subject at hand and wanted %o know exactly how
I had "nade contact® with Panzeca, lo obviously had not read ny stotement,
as Tvon later confimed. I went into the details, and he listened vith
interest, He explained the harm which, in his opinion, my action had done,
Tle said that the trouble is once witnespes have been approached by Iinvesti-
gators from the other side, you have to spond ¥mmndreds of howrs® falking
them back Into their original position, (Parenthetically, it does not scem
that this did resnlt from the defensets investigation of the witneases, ie,
all the witnesses came forward with the same story they had told before, as
far as I know. {(Except I don't lknow vhat happened to Connie Kaye or Thomas
Proitnery) alsosome "hallking™uay have beon necessary, because I know Sciambra
made another emergency trip to Clinton in the weck before the trial,)

Garrison then went into my feelings sbout Shaw, He seemed to hawve no

arrel with my position about Iusso or my estimate of Shaw as a conspirator,
although I can't remember his exect words on this point,) "ut surely ym
can believe that Shaw lmew Omwald and Ferrie?® I said I couldn't believe
that either{ "hy not? Because, I said, the FBI's investigation had been so
thorough that Shaw and Oswald could hardly have known cach other without
it long ago having been in the public record, "Take the case of George
delMolrenschildt," I said, T was avare that Garrison thought of Shaw as a
sort of Wew Jrleans comnberpart to delohrenschildb—ax Dallas oilman who
aprisingly bofriended Osweld, I pointed out that it was no secret that
Oswald had knowm deliohrenschildi, Gerrison seamed exasnerated by my stupidity



on this point, "Don't you realise Delohrenschildt was a decoy, he didntt
have anything to do with the assassination, I reslised that the nimate I
gsaw the Federal povermment wanted us to believe he was involved,® lis
conceded that Deliohrenschildt probably played some minor ¥eusbtodisl®
rols,

I poinbed out that sbout all I could believe sbout Shaw was that it
wouldn't cxactly surprise me If 1% came out in the trisl that at one point
he had’had sone connection with an intelligence agenecy, in view of his war
background and his position in the Trale Mart, I also told Garrison that I
was not conbending that his vhole dnvestbigation wms a waste of time, because
there were a fow polints about Oswald's background and his stay in New Orleans
which were of inberest and had not been ewpluined by the Bmne Varren Gonme
ission, I cited the "544 Camp St¥ found on some pamphlets vhich Oswld had
on his possossion vhile I this city. Jarrisor scemed to concur vith this,
anc pulled oubt a big chart dvawm by George Eckert of the 544 Carpt 8%, area,
He also —athor hesitanitly injected the neme "Ouy Banistex® into the picture,
who had an office at that address, I said it was one of il big disappoint-
nenss of the investigation that this Interesting lead had uot resulted In
anything, (Vhich I meant sincerelys when the investigabion Legan, I think
the people working on the case thought that there wms a good chance of
turning up somebhing important in Osuzld¥s background at ihds address, Despite
considerable investigation, however, nothing tarnod up.)

Garrison then got going on his thoordes aboubt the 4500 Block of Magazine
Street, whore Osuald lived, It his his contention that this vas a "safe hlock"
uscl nore or less exelusively by CIA agents, He cited one person who iived
there at the same time as Ogwald and then moved to an address on Lark St.,
which Garrison seys is a high class neighborhood; this person also had
"Omnired Corporation® sgainst his name in the phone book, I believe, I made
pe corment as Garrison expoundod on these theories, based on a bellel that
propinguily is an incrininating factor,

I volunteered that if he wambed dm mo to nake a public statermd, I
vould be preparod to do so, Mo saids Wiell this has got Yo come oub, it's
got to cone oub labor," e secnod to want ne to make a statement publicly,
Tt not $111 after the rial, I got the impression,

At this juncture Selmmlwa came into the office irom the cowrtroom,
vwhere the triel had just started, He scemed to be bringing goold news of
some kind, "Bosutifil...” he sald, as he sat dowm, Garrison wound up his
rorarks o ne, "Alright, thark you Tom, IV1l see you later,? lle soemed
quite cordial, This was the last time I spoke to him,



