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wer alnee Huey P, Long established a political despotisn in Louisw
iana iz ths 1930s, the tarm "Louisians politics®™ has beon used as a
synonym for corruption and tyramny, Tuey lLong, elected Governor of the
state in 1926 and 0.5, Semator im 1930, was bogimming to establish him-
self asg a figure of natiomal prominemes vhen he wms assassinated in
the State Capitol building &b Baton Rouge in 1935, lLong had predicted
that after his death many of his assoclates would "and in the penite
entisry,” and a few years later he was proved right in a series of
spectacular Federal indictments, Vany lealing political figures in the
state vere sent to jall,

rerl lomg, Tmey's brother, gowerned the ¥gret stet of Loosiana® (as
he called it) for two terms after the war, but the power of the Long
dynagty began to fade vhen Jiimie Davls, camposer of t¥ou &re iy Sunshinet,
won the 1960 gubernatorial clection, Davis carpalgned im cowboy attire,
accompanied by & hill-billy band, This contrasted with Zarl Long's styles
in the vigor of politiesl discmssion he once bit ¢ man in the neck, mevia
son Fussell long now occuples a seat in the 7,3, Senmate, but today the
influence of the Lomg fardly upon Loulsiana polities is only vastﬁ:!al.

lowever, recent dovelopments in the state sugrestm that clocted offe
icials hereare still as corrupt as they ever were., iast month, Jack P,
Gremillion, the Attorney Cenmeral of Louisiana, was indicted om a charge
of fraud and conspireacy in the banmkruptey of a Wew Orleans financial COPpe
oration. Tour other nem, incluling a state legislater from Orlcans Parish,
were also inlicted by a Tederal grand jury after a year-long Investigation
into the operations of the now defunct Toulsiana Loam and Thrift Corporation,
The Justice Department said that tho Jefendants ovmed stock in the corpany,
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The iniletments sten from issuance of bond investmont certificates
and accused the Tive ~en of mmking false statements to prospective purche
agers to stirmlate sales of certificates, The statements involved casurances
to customers concerning the safely of tholr investment and the financial stabe
ility of the corporation, Thoy are alsoc accused of conspiring fo sell the
certificates without rogistering them with the Sceuritios and “swhange
camnission, as regubiod by law, Jack Gremillion was accusel of issulng an
of ficial opinion that the certificates were not mibject %o 3.5.0, rogul=-
atliona, inother acemsation in the charfje was that the defendants nmisdirected
mbetantial Zunds for investment purposes and as fees for thenmselves,

The “act that the Attormoy Ceneral of the state should have such conn-
ections with a fraudnlent loan cornoration has not eveked rmch surprise here,
and Grenillion has refused to resign, If comvicted, he could recelve up %o
f£ive years imprisonrant, but he says hs will be vindicadled by the courts,
This view Iz not shared by the 1,400 dopoaitdrs of Loulsiana Loan & Thrift,
many of whon have lost their 1ife savings in the bankruptey of ihc cerporation,

I3 has alsc been revealed that two other prominent state officlals,
Covernor John MeXcithen and District Attormesy Jinm Garrisom, had connections
with the loan company, Doth are sulficlently politically cwbarrased as 1% is,
After the Yemnedy conepiracy trisl, in which Clay Shaw was found not gulilty,
Sarrison hal editorial cbuse heepoed onm him, and several groups colled for
his resipgnation, The New York Times called the Garriscn investigation "one
of the most disgraceful shapters in the history of Anmerican jurisprudence,®
Clay Shaw held a press conforence shortly after the vendiet, and pnid that
he belicwed Garrison knew he was innocent, and "uged me as 2 pawn ic mount an
attack on the Warren Corrmission.” When asked if there wap any pessibility
of a suit, Shav said "This is by no mcans the end of the maiter.? Two days
later he was charged again by Garrison, this time with perjury.
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Shawr also questioned the use of private funds, contriduted by
wealthy Dusiness nen, to finance an Investigation lammched by an clected
offieial, This is not the first time Garrison's finances have been queste
joned, Tarlier, a natioml magazine had revealed thet Garrison was in the
habit of staying at the Sands Hotel in Las Vejme, where his bill wms paid
by laric Marino, an associate of the New Orleans Mafia chieftain, Carlos
Marccllo, Carrison was alse granted 05,000 credit in the cashier's cage,
vhich meant he could garble up to that amount without mtting his om
nonoy on the table, He almitted that it was true, ut added:s 9T don'd
see what's wvrong with 1%, T imagine any D,A. would have a good credit
rating n a casine.” Jin Garrison is presenily under investigation by
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Carlos Marcello is the undisputed boss of underworld oporations in
Louisiona, and he is widely regarded as one of the nost powerful nen in
the state, !is total worth has boen estinated at rewe than $40 millionm,
He owns notels and vonding machine companies, as woll as controlling
1llegal garbling and bookle oporations, which flourish without notiocew
able interference hy law enforcoment agencies, He operates through a
system of politieal pay-offs which emable him to control the makers and
enforcers of law af overy lovel of state govermment,

State authoritlies, for the most part, tale the view that arcello
isn't there, *T'n thankful we haven't hal any racketeoring to speak of
in this state,® sald Govornoe John 'bleithen, The Federal govermment evi-
dently does not concwr with this judgnont, Recently a spocial tack force
wag aoaigned by the Justice Department %o Investigate corruption in two
statope-llow Jorsey and Louisiane, Life magazine, in a series of articles
about organised erive in incries, have raised even more omincus questions
about the oxtent to vhich the Governorts office 1tsddf is directly contr-

olled by Carlos ‘areello,
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In Yareh, 1967, Jimy Noffa, thon president of the Teansters (truck
drivers) Union, was sent to jail for eight years as a result of a jury
Yampering conviction in Chatancoga, Temnessoe, The rrincipal govertmont
vitness againgt Hoffa was Idward @, Partin, business agent for Teamgters
Local No, 5 in Baton Nonge, Moffa had not been in jail for nore than Hhwee
mnonths before a sories of dymanitings and rifle shobs at cars shut dowm
construetion in 500 million worth of industrfial development in the Baton
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thus rolcase Hoffa Prom jaill,

The money was eollected by friends of Noffa and then placed at the
disposal of Coss Hostra {Mafla) mobsters, to bo payable $o anyone whe
could wreck the case against Moffa, Lifo charged that Carlos Marcello,
inctead of offering the monoy directly to Partin, used an internediary

-~ in the Governor's offics, Aubrey Youmg. 'arcollo himself seweral tinmes
telephoned Young, on aide and confidant of Governor licFeithen, at the
Governer!s office, and set fip a neoting with Partin, Befare Lifo rovealed

| that they had conclusive ovidence of these phone calls, “leFeithem called
the charge a "delibarate mwear® of the state, and offored to resign if
it vere chown that nobsters wiSlded influence in his adninistration, Tis
resignation was not fortheoning, however,

In the wale of these erbarrassronts, 'efeithon estahlished a Labor-
Hanagenent Comnission, vhich is still reputedly Imvestigating the allege-
ations, Tn fact the Cormlasion has dome 1ittle to date, and in the opinion
of most local newsmen, is more Imtent on sileneing the sllogations,

Anothor problem that besets Louiasiana is that there is scarcely
onough public money awmailalile to carry out oven the most basic publie
sorvices, such as garbage colleetion, Logleally, the state ought o be
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woalthy, Tov Orleans is the gocond larzodh port In the natlen, and theve
is an abundance of oil in the state. loulsiana leads the mation in the
production of sugar cane, has high state tawos, as well as a considerable
roverme {rom dowrists, There I1s, hovever, o dismveportionately larpe mime
ber of state employees, rmany of them in sinecures, The rmonoy just seoms %o
vanich in an adninietvative ahyss, 'hny Loulsiama recidents are resigned
%o the fact that tho state seems to operate for the Denefit of its offio-
ials, rather than the other way sbout, and fecl powerless to do anything aboudt
it.

Aaron Tohn, the nanaging director of the Totro olitan Crime Camission
here, {a citizens' watchlog group with no official authority,) swred up
the situation accurabely, Pifter aboubt a year, I began to realise something
about the systeam dosm here,” he gald, "In Chiocsgo peoplc wore generally on
one side of the fonce or the othor--honest or eroocked, Dut in Loulsiona
there just imn't any fonce,®




