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Thursday, June 1, 1967

I called Ivon the other day and told him that it looked as though I
had just about exhausted the material in the Archives, It did not look as
though there was any point in staying in Washington any further, I told
him, He told me that Garrison was just leaving for New York, and that he
would tell Garrison to get in touch with me soon. Yesterday evening, just
as I was walking in the door fram the Archives, Garrison called, I told
him I would like to talk to him, and he told me to come to New York tom-
orrow, He told me he was staying at the Hilton hotel, and that I should
call his room at 10:00 AM,

I flew to New York on the shuttle today, and got a taxi which brought
me to the hotel, by coincidence, exactly at 10 o'clock, I called Garrison's
room and he told me to come on up. I knocked on his door, and a moment later
he ppened it——a mge man hulking in the doorway, wearing a dressing gown,

I went in after he had made some remark about not reécognising me, it being

so long since he had seen me, (and that only once, for a few mimtes.,)
Garrison had a room with a beautiful view over Central Park, He had evidently
Just finished breakfast in his room, He made some remark about scme people
 from CBS coming to see him in a minute, with some information for him, He

said that_NBC was preparing an attack on him, which GBS knew about, and there-
fore CBS were, temporarily at least, allies, In a few mimites there was a knock
on the door and a man came in, carrying a brief case, I did not get his name,
Evidently he was from CBS, He gave Garrison some documents, which I believe
were concerned with the"Gehlen apparatus", as Garrison called it, He spent
quite a bit of time tallking about this, which is apparently some king of
German offshoot of the CIA., Gehlen was a German intelligence expert, who
managed to survive the war, and after the war the CIA moved in on his "appar-
atus" and took it over, Garrison is immensely interested in the whole subject,
but I could not meke cut its comnection with the assassination, nor with his
own investigation,

There was some talk about Hall,Howard and Seymour, Later on in the day
Garrison told me that they had been assigned code names of Winkin, Blinkin
and Nod, (Trouble was, nobody in the DA's office ever knmew who was supposed
to be who,) After the man had left Garrison asked me what it was I wanted to
talk to him about. Evidently Ivon hadn't briefed him, ot he had forgotten
about it, I told him that I had been through just about everything in the
Archives, and that I thought the best thing would be for me to return to New
Orleans. Garrison seemed relieved, as though he was afraid I was going to
say something else, He then told me that they were beginning to accumulate
masses of material in the DA's office,ix idmr that it was all in a fairly dis-
organised state, and that the best thing would be for me to come back and
start working in the office, where I would start a filing system and put
the files in shape, etc, I told him that that was fine, and that I would like
to do that very much,

Garrison told me that he had an appointment with Life magazine that day,
and that I would be welcome to come along with him, The Time-Life Building is
only half a block away, and as we walked down Sixth Avenue together I was
of course conscious of being with the "headline mngry" DA, and I wondered
if people recogniged Garrison as we walked along. None seemed to, as far as
I could tell, Garrison was talking to me about what he called the "eormmunic—
ation problem", and that once he could turn the corner with this problem,
everything would be alright, He said it looked as though he might just be
beginning to turn the corner. He was not exactly clear as to what he meant
by the "commnication problem", but I gathered he was referring primarily

to the news media, I told him that the Washington Post had been down on him
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pretty hard, and cited a recent editorial in which they had jeered at Garr-
ison for interviewing other Oswalds in New Orleans. Garrison said that this
was only to be expected as the [ashington Post was simply an organ of the
Federal Government,
We went up to the thirty-something floor in the Time-Life Building,
(someone nodded at Garrison in the elevator,) and into an office where I
was introduced to Gmzrimrmr associate editor Dick Billings, and his assis-
tant, Nanc « At about this time I brought up the question of the
missing photograph, supposedly showing Oswald leaving the Russian Embassy
in Mexico, Garrison had subpoemed Richard Helms, the director of the CIA,
and had instructed him to produce this photograph, which Garrison claimed,
showed Oswald in the company of a CIA agent, I told Garrison that the photo
in cuestion merely showed an unidentified man with the background of the photo
trimmed out, It was possible to speculate that this photo, if printed in its
entieety, might also show Oswald, but then again it might not, Garrison
seemed to dismiss this as a detail which amounted to the same thing,
Billings told Garrison that he had some slides there which he could see,
and we looked at some golor stills from the MHughes film, I was very anxious
to see this, as I had heard that it showed the 6th floor of the Texas School
Book Deposito just as the Presidential limousine was rounding the corner
from Houston onto Elm St. (ie, right under the window whope Oswald was supp-
osedly sitting,) Sure enough, the film did show the window at this time, tut
unfortunately is not quite clear enough to be able to say definitely whether
there is anyone there or not, Garrison was confident that there was not,
There was more discussion gbout Hall, Howard and Seymour. ¥e sat around and
Billings showed us some more pictures, incIuding a very fine shot by Life
photographer Art Rickerby which I had not seen before, (It shows the emms
Newmans lying on the grass, looking back at the grassy knoll.) Nancy went
out to get some sandwiches for us, ' 1Y &

arrison had evidencly already been round
to see Billings, etc., before--several times, I gathered, He had been shown
the_Zapruder film, which had impressed him very much. At one point I dist-
inctly got the imptession, without anything being said, that Billin and
Hagkell were getting bored with Garrison, had other things to 30, and were
trying to figure ocut a way of getting rid of him., Maybe this was not true,
but it was my impression, :

There was quite a bit of talk about the CIA, and the subject of the CIA's
change in role vis-a-vis supporting Cuban exiles in Miemi was brought up. I
mentioned that Oswald at one point referred to the "now defunct CIA" in his
radio interview with Bill Stuckey in New Orleans, This lent some credmmce to
the view © Oswald worked for the CIA, Garrison was impressed by this, and
- we went into the nmext room where they had the 26 volumes, and luckily I was
able to fimd the reference fairly quickly. After locking at some more pictures
and slides we left, (4round 4 pm,) Garrison said something about seeing Bill-
ings again the next day.

Garrison invited me to join him for a drink at a bar on the ground floor
of the Hilton, We each had a beer, and Garrison discussed the case in more
detail, As far as I can gather, the article by Bill Turner in the current
issue of Ramparts is very close to Garrison's present position, I mentioned
this to Garrison, and he said that it was true, and surprising, because
Turner had not interviewed him, nor gotten his information from the DA's
office, I was very curious to know more about Mamuel Garcia Gonzalez, who is
mentioned in the article as being a suspect in the assassination, and I
gathered that this was supposed to be the man passing out leaflets with Oswald,
whom neither the FBI nor the Warren Commission had indentified, The information
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Garrison was not too encouraging., He said something about a Mamuel Garcia
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Gonzalez having been arrested in New Orleans and charged with earrying a
“concealed weapon. Garrison was vague about it, however, and there did not
appear to be any comnnection with this arrest and the assassination, or even
with his) investigation. (I think the arrest was long before his investigation
started,

Garrison has evidently come round to the point of view that the_CIA.
engineered the assassination, with the help of certain Cuban exiles, Mimte~
men, right-wingers, with paramilitary types like Hall, Howard and Seymour
thrown iIn, Fé Is more or less vague about the whole thing, but I note that
Garrison is a very good and impressive talker, and after he has gotten through
telling you something it is extremely difficult, in your own mind, to put
your finger on any imprecision or cloudiness in his argument., He talks with
great persuasiveness and conviction, but nevertheless left me with a good
deal of uncertainty in my mind,

What is much more unsettling, however, is that I cannot see any connection
between what he was talking about and Clay Shew, Shaw hardly figured in it
at all, Somewhat edgily, I brought up the subject of Clay Shaw, Garrison
said that he wasn't particularly interested in convictzdg Shaw, and that he
had really only played a minor role in the assassination, Garrison said he
would willingly drop the charges on Shaw, if Shaw would admit his involvement
and tell Garrison who the really important people were, I'm afraid that this
indicates that Garrisop has nowhere near "solved the case," Another thing that
bothers me is that I do not see any indication yet that Oswald anfl Ferrie knew
one another, So far, the only such witness is Perry Russo. I shall be most
interested to find out if® there are any others, when I gat back to New Orleans,
I hesitated to ask Garrison about this specifically, Neverthelgss, it is a
crucial point.%gg;yljkuﬂLiﬂxuxLiéLgo evidence that Ferrie and Oswald knew
one_another (and Russo looks pretiy shakv) then 1T looks as though there may
be _no basis for fthe i iga si this is what the vhole thing was
predicated on, .

Garrison pulled a $50 bill out of his pocket and paid for the beers, I
told him I would finish up in Washington in about a week, and return to
New Orleans, I told him I would have to return via Dallas, to get my car, He
said that would be fine, and seeméd most unconcerned about details of schedule,
etc, I got the impression he wouldn¥t have minded if I had said I would come
back via London or Alaska, Garrison said he had to meet some people, and we
left,

in, fhie
Later fjnt evening I called Syfrvia Meagher, I told her I had met Garrison——
for only the second time--and contimued to have a good impression of him.
. 3 - = .

Sylvia was up in arms about Garrison, and told me so in no uncertain terms,
She referred to Garrison as "a charlatan'. The main thing that is bothering k
her is the "code" which came out in the papers a few weeks ago. Sylvie dismisses
the code as a transparent ploy by Garrison to implicate Clay Shaw with Lee
Harvey Oswald using completely untenable methods, I admit that it is hard
to argue round this point. Ve agreed that undoubtedly one of Garrison's prob-
lems is that he is bad about listening to reason and advice. Also, Garrison
evidently xx doesn't read things very carefully—eg the Sciambra memorandum
of the inteView with Perry Russo which evidently Garrison hadn't read. I told
Sylvia that I would be retumning to New Orle soon, and she encoura mne
to try to get Garrison to pay more attention to detaill and to listen to the
counsel of others,

I bad dinner and caught the 11 o'clock Greyhound btus back to Washington,
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Sunday, June 11, 1967

Flew from Washington to Dallas., Buck and Mary Ferrell met me at the
alrpprt, and I stayed with them., That evening I met Bill Boxley at the
Howard Johnson's motel on the Stemmons Freeway, Garrison had acked me to
get together with him. Boxley has recently been hired by Garrison-——an ex-
CIA man, apparently. We got on fine, Garrison wants us to check out someone
called Jim Dodson, dpparently Clay Shaw had a friend called Dodson, and there
was a Dodson, or Dotson, who worked in the Vegas Club for Jack Ruby. (We
later checked into Dotson, and established that he had no conceivable conn-
ection with Clay Shaw.)

Boxley has apparently established that Al Bogard, the Salesman at
Downtowm Lincoln Mercury who allegedly met Oswald, committed suicide near
Shreveport, La., on Feb 14, 1966. He was found asphyxiated with a hose pipe
from exhaust to wimdow of his car, (Penn Jones will like this one.)

I spent four days in Dallas on this occasion, One thing that interests
me about a possible New Orleans conspiracy is the date Oswald first knew that
Kennedy would be going to Dallas, When QOswald was in New Orleans in the sum—
mer of 1963, did he know that Kennedy Was coming to Dallas? If he did not, then
is it plausible to argue that Oswalds

(a) Conspired to assassinate the President in New Orleans, and

(b) Moved to Dallas, which was coincidentally the city Kennedy visited ?

It is not really plausible, The only way it can be made %= to seem
reasonable is by arguing, or demonstmating, that Oswald knew Kennedy was
going to Dallas at least before he left New Orleans for Dallas, In fact, Oswald
left on Sep 25 and on Sep 16 there was a story in the Dallas Times Herald
saying that Kennedy was coming, But it seems very unlikely that Osweld ever
saw this story., It was not in the New Orleans newspapers. I was therefore x
interested to hear-—fram Lawrence Schiller in Washington this Spring--that
there was an earlier story in the Dallas Times Herald on & April 24, 1963,
the day Oswald left Dallas and went To New Orieans, I therefore went to the
DTH offices to check this out. Sure enough,on that day there was a page one
headline story: "LBJ Seces Kennedy Dallas Visit®, I determined that the first
edition of the paper comes out at 10:00 am, approx, At this time, Mmorimx
zzd Ruth Paine went over to Neely St, where the Oswalds were then living, to
see Marina, OsWiald, she was surprised to finf, was packed and ready to leave
the city, Thus almost certainly, Oswald had planned to leave Dallas and go
to New Orleans before he could have heard about JFK coming to Dallas., (I Suppose
it's possible there had been a radio bulletin the night before, but did the
Oswalds listen to the radio?) At any rate, it does not seem likely to me that
Oswald's move to New Orleans (to join up with conspirators?) was prompted by
LBJ's announcement that Kennedy was going to be in Dallas,

Students of LBJ's speeches will surely be interested in the following
quotations from the Dallas Times Herald story, (as,no doubt,will certain assass-
ination theorists.)

"Mr Johnson mentioned the possibility of the presidential
visit during an hour long session with executives of the
Dallas Times Herald and KFLD AM & FM & TV Tuedday after—
noon," (Then the &tory widi contimes with LBJ denigrating
those who criticise the President:)
"Once you pick him and you're flying across the sater
in bad weather don't go up and open the door and try to
knock him in the head, He's the only pilot you have, and if
the plane goes down, you go with it,
"4t least wait until next November before you shoot him down,*
e ———— T e e ™ et et e







