Garrison was asked vhat he thought about the outcome of the Clay Shaw
trial, and he said he cauldfe&ctly say he was pleased and that he didn't
"tum cartuheels" when he heard about the verdict, However he was gratified
that he had heen able to bring out a lot of information which had been ‘sup-
pressed,” He said he left the Couwrt room before the verdict eame in because
he wanted to avoid the news media, He was asked if he planned to resign.
Garrison went on to say that the had been in office for 6} years, "This is
the first major pugblic interest case we have lost in 6} years, Therefore
I certainly vas surprised to find that within 2/ hours the newspapers were
calling for my resignation, So my reaction was thig: I am really nol crazy
about public 1life, and I was looking forward to private life." Howover after
the editorial atlacks, which Garrison re-iterated he thought unjustified
Just because he had lost one case, *then my reaction was: I f£ind nmyself
thinking of public life again,® He said he "was not going to give in to
authoritarian pressure.” On being questioned again about this, he said
his mighd mind "was not made uwp® that he will run agzin,

Garrison was asked vhat he thought of the allegation that, as a result
of his new perjury indictment of Shaw, his prosecution of Shaw had changed
to persccution, Garrison waid that it was "an emlnently fair prosecution
from the outset, "rom the outset I hove not mentioned Shaw's name except
to say that he is to be presumed innocent until he is provelt guilty." He
added that there were witnesses at the trial who testified that Shaw knew
Perrie and Oswald and "I would be gullty of maelfeasanwe if I refused to pro-
secute somoone whe lied under ocath,” Gifford asked vhether he didn't think
that the verdict in the conspiracy trial meant that the jury had repudlated
these witnesses, and Garrison siad he didn't think so, because it was a
"eouplox case”, Would there be new witnesses at the porjury tri33? "Oh yes,%
Garrison repiied,

Garrigon said he lost the case for two reasons, firct becaunse of some
bad tactics on his part, he said, and second because of the difficulities
of presenting the outcome of "a domestle ecpionage operation® in an Angle-
Saxon court of law, e said the difficulties were comparable %o "irying to
carry waber in a siove," id He admitted that ome of the difficuliiecs was
that ke didn't have proof of what he claimed, but only indications,

The asgsassination of John Kennedy, Garrison said was "a coup dtotat,
planned in Washington D,C,—not New Orleans—Washington D,C,® HNow Orleans
only played a minor role, he said, "ie were forced, because of the rules
of evidence, to present an espiomage operation in ancient terms.” Garrison
complained about the"loth Century" stututes which prevented him fram presen-
ting the sase as he would have liked to. Therefore, he admitded, the case
didntt look as strong as he would have liked, Does this meam, Gifford asks,
he would have had doubts if he had been on the jury himsclf?

He said ho might have said something to himself 1likes: "What is thigle-
the three stooges—how could these three men have accomplished this?® If
he had been on the jury, he admits, "I would have had a great deal %o debate x
about," He also sald he would have been conecerned about the apparent lack
of motive.

Garrison said that one of his bad decisions was "not to use all of our
witnesses, So much was made of Vernon Bundy--% vhom Garrison described as
fa totally honest man®—? that » decided not to use witnosses who had ever
been in trouble before.’

He said that "there was never any possibility of brénging ocut the dome
estic espionage operation in a comrt in Louisiana, there was no way o begin
to introduce 1t, John Femnedy was killed by a section of the C,I.A., more
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particularly a section of the plans division of the Central Intelligence
Agency,."Fennedy, Garrison said, was terminating the cold war "in such a
startling way" that it meant a considerable loss of power and money fo
those with a vested interest in the cold war, He Then went in to a longlhy
digression about the escalation of the wor in Vietnam, citing troop state
isties, Kemnedy's efforkd to reduce the nmuber of troops in Vietneg, and
the gubsequent reversilz of this policy after the assassination,

Gifford asked Garrison if he knew the particular peopls Invalved in
the asscassination, "If you mocan the ageney involved, the answor is yes,®
Garrison replied, "Sut I would have to decline to answer IT you nean parte
ieular people becamse I om mot free to answer,® Carrison then went on to
relate the message sent te Alr Force One returning from Dalles “from the
Comnmications Center of The Joint Chiefs of Staff" saying that there was
no conspiracy, and the similtancous announcermt by Hemry Wade im Dallas,

Gifford asked Garrison what startel him on Clay Shaw, B= Gifford said
he Jad a Cfeeling that he was interested in Shav before lusso,-uldch Garre
ison said was correct, "ie found that on the evening of the assassination,®
Garrison said, "a man naned David Ferrie—a strange and very brilliant nan—
had made an all night trip to Texas,? Carrison then relatel that his office
becane interested in this trip and czlled him in for questioning, They were
dig-saticfied with his answers, specifically that he kadt safid he wend dueck
Impting but didn't take any guns, Neverlhe®ess thoy turped hin over Lo the
F,B.I. vho decided "in about 20 nmimibes® that Ferric wasp't invelved,

Then, in the Fall of 1966 Garrison talked to Senator Russell Long
vhile on a trip o Vashingten, and Long ralsed scme doubls about the assasse
ination, Garrison sgaid he was surprised to hear a Senator express such
doubts, crd decided to look intc the case further, Haturally, the starting
point of his investigotion wes, onec agein, David Ferrie, (.3, Garrison
did no' once mention Clay Shaw in response to the question,)

Garrison was acsked about the brealking of the story by the Statcs-Ttem,
and Gifford suggested that perbaps Garrison had not wanted the publickiy he
received, Garrison concurred, He saild that come reporters for the States
found the vouchers from the fines and fees and then vont ahead with a front
page story, He said thot there was nothiing he could do %o stop it, ond
would have preferred hot to have the pubilcity,

¢ifford asked Garrison if there was any truth to the rumouwrs that he
was nov investigating the Martin Luther King assassination, femme Gorrison
replied thot he does not investigatdmg anything unless he has jurisdiction
within Orleans Parish, anl thorefore there was mo truth to the rumcur,

z

[N- P i Con ne ¥ vrnch ‘[’N wnA - —{’n - 'WNDA D\JC[UV’U}“C‘?’/
- t. T4 } (¥ Al &
(5\\ .Jz Z\/ L P’u’i-’vto i QM r/bbv‘ﬂ WUVF\S 4 M..._-—J /;M: ke &\‘?
OC Cannaig L

7 ) = 2 twg
lenst cthoe B et



