
Matt Herron, photegrapher for the Black Star agency in NY, worked with 
Jim Phelan on the Saturday Evening Post article about the Nav Orleans invest- 
igation, I knew ‘att quite vel before working on this case and saw him this 
rr ihe acy 315 Pine St . There vere quite a fow peonle present, 
He told ne thet he was faverably disposed towards the investigation, and wants 
to see it suacecd, Ue thinks there was a conspiracy and is a friend of and 
thinks slong the same Lines as Vincent Salandria, 

Ee volunteered the following information regarding Jim Phelan and Perry 
Russe, Phelan interviewed Perry fusso in Baten Rouge after the Prolininary 
Hearing, Jlse present et this meeting was llusso's reommeate an! “att Torron, 

oe ee ee a ee ee 
hed net mention: between Shay, Perrte and Oswald until he 

sue te ok Celene, danmetnes te “att Herron, Russe agreed that he did net 
motion such a meeting until his arrival in 4,0. Herron seemed to remember 
Russe saying comething Like "I guess not* in response te Phelan saying was 
1% not true that the nesting didn't come up tmtil he was questioned in Sew 
Orleans, “att Merron also sald te me, "T think you've got the wrong man, Tom,” 
He vas referting te Clay Shaw, and the group of people with him ssemed te be 
unaninons in believing that Shaw wie innocent, 

(arch, 1969: Nerron later changed his mini, I saw him in the court ron 
on the last day of the Shaw trial with Vincent Selaniria, At the end of Dynond's 
closing argument I saw ‘sett standing aleme and I ackel him if he believed thet 
Clay Shay was guilty, Ue simmly said *"Yes*,) 

Merron added (June 25 'G7) that Phelan is “still working on the case", 
am that he, Phelan, would subeit affidavits ct the trial testifying to the 
above nentioned meeting, I asked Nerron why Phelen was st4ll working on the case 
in view of the fact that bis article had been published and he said thet Phelan 
*i9 interested in cetertive stories", 

Herron alse stated that it vas his impression from tallding te Phelan 
that BIL] Gurvich was now collaborating with Phelan, ‘att said thet if called 
upon to testify to this nesting he will do se as he was there; hovever, he said 
he was not prepared to * mt anything in wrifiing™ at this stage, Ne wie passing 
Se eee ee Ee IE Tae ONY SINE OR OS ape 
eseful in ites crteome, 

Sean Andrews trial, Andrews is being charged with making 2 conflicting 
statenontss I, that he can’t ogy whether or not Shay is Bertrand, and 2, that 
Shay is not Dertand, This means that he is being charged with making a otatentat 
wetismee that is in conflict with one that would Leal one te suppose Shaw is 
Rot Bertrand, I.e,, if looks as though the ctate is trying to got Dean to 

that Clay Shaw is not Clay Bertrand, The whole thrust of the Anireys 
trial is very injurious to the Clay Shaw case, I pointed this out to Jim Aleock 
and he aide” ®t know, 1¢ horte ua," 

Ee ee er and most 
commnicative person in the offices, He said several things, some of then asten- 
ishing, Cirst, he told me thet Gene Duvis hag called Dean Andrews at the letel 
Siew, I asked him how he knew that Bnd he said that Devis had calle! him and 
admitted 1%, Tt now begina te Lleok as though Gone Davis really ig Clay Bertrand, 
inasmach as anyone is, Aleck augzeste! that Dean might have juat male up the
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wane Sertrand, He said there wis a rumor tint thers hal been a marge at the Hotel 
Dien vhile Andrews vas thore naned Clare Sertrand, and that as far as he knew 
nebedy checked this out,. 

ALeock vent on te say thet it was the first name "Clay" thet was the 
ivitiel lead as far as Clay Shaw was concerned, I sigperie’ thet this was true 
text this was the first time anyone in the office had aimitted it, He said that 
Shay hel vefused te take a lie detector test, and (mt he feared Shau's lawyers 
were sco going te yuliiatoe the sweiite of & taut wih he tekteved Shaw hat 

somewhare, He said he would Like to sibooom an! question 
Merion Ossald ak vainly he vanted to lmow if Qeunld was ever away at night, 
RMeock also aai4 he was worried about the business about the beard, 

Ee aided that he thought the arrest of Clay Shaw was rossitily a case 
of mistaxen identity, and thet he had quains about taking tho case, 1 mentioned 
that we should oake a formal request of the FBI that wo be allowed to sec the 
Classified TSI reverts off David Ferrie, I s&id that otherwise there we « 
danger that the defense would produce thon at the trial, that they would com 
tein nothing of interest, and morecver that the defense would eat ich that 
wo hadn't oven requested to see them, Aleock agreed that we should do this, 

avvived in Dallas on hag 24, and was net by Bill Bexley at the « 
sin aisinicnes ahoumir 44 mmeaentin Genie samen te Port Vorth, Dosley 
dugei no to her and told ber that I represented the DA's of fina, -songuen. Been deel 
hoped we would be able te go ay the material partcdakong So io tes assassins 

(Zarlier, to Dexley.) Howsver, its Gewald did net appear to woleome the suggestion, 
and made i% clear thet it wash’ going to te Ses enay to seb her to purt with 
her material, 

She soon leumehod inte a lengthy discourse about her personal misforkames, 
ing that she had svent a creat deal of mmey on her om investigation, 

inclaling phone bills as high as {560 a month, ani that although she hai nal 
about 200 TY appearance sho had only been paid [LOO om 3 of then, Jhe aidel thet 
she hal recently boen upndering where the next neal was coming fra: and at this 
point norestarily broke inte tears, Uovever, she soon recovered ami sald, “I 
hold all the cards, I an the mother, you've got te bring the fanily inte this," 

Reverthe?ess, it vas her contention that it woul be warise for her to 
reveal any of her signiffearnt data te us, as the bost way to de it vould he 
‘es 2: Rectng aids the inane Ge wash Yo atin (and later aided wild be as big 
a8, ani considerably nore important then, Willisn Hanchoster*s book.) Tt snc 

zeperhern, ati althengh Deuter enectely exglainel 4s ker that we wepeacuutedt 
the DA's office in a cage vhich might exonerate hear som from having Tired any 
shots, she clainly siill regarded us os reporters trying © ok 3 ee, 

_ 8 Osuald shovel uo interest whatsoever in the lov Orloans rrestl 

oF sattionth. tape teaen te mast the ok tin sella ao Oaponse 
She then vont inte a diatribe acsinst renrters « 

Overall, irs Oswald gave us no significant information and the vale trip vas a 
waste of tine, ‘lc also sav Mrs AC Johngon at 1026 ",Bockley, and she showed us 
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the layort an? teld us that Oswald was quiet and neat, and on most cays called 
Ste someone from the payphone in the house, spealsing Im a foreign Is hich 
che since euroos was Tuseian She enié be wil eal twice ant : 
tinas a * 

ieee af! thw Warren Tage ain remty skeege not owe of tte. extension 
nese of the PST's Investigation. Iwas tn thésposition t211 7 woot to Dallas, 
ani more especially the National. Archives and read through their volrinous 

Seianbra has repmebed the same amperience as a result of his trips to 
Louisiana toms, and certainly Garrison mist be in the sane position, Teles Carly 
in the I eS ee ee a a 

wear vhowe Oguald stayed in Mexico City, and siso Colles TMOA reconia, Both 
ware published te the 26 vues, 

The NBC progres seans to have misfived fron a publicity point of view, 
Quotations fren letters to Garrison: 

"y heart goes out to you in your fight for 
"IT eck that you net be discouraged by this horrible alle abonination... 

may God bless you,” 
‘The poor ignorant pubiite {me} ic searching for a champion, so don?t let 

us dow, I recall Prank ‘ates solving the Reneanty at hate ote SV Se Sees egy oe 
hear could we expect any change out of i 

{Letter te NBC, cepy to Garrison seal “th 2x webte ont from your recent broate 
cast on the Garrison investigation thet your true purpore ws to crests a doubt 
about ony activity which night tend to thre: Light on the assascinetion of om 
beloved Cresicent rennedy,* 

fleoek sofa something cheut Sentana the other day, Can't cocmmber hig 
emet voris but they vere to the effect that Santana was juste a Cuban ‘ishernan 
who kepeomed te be In iafl at the tine, and imev nothing vhatenever about the 
atesasination, 

Gynteel thought for the dey: Ferrie and Osvald are both dead, it’s surpri- 
cing tneefere that we dav't have & fer witnenses vie soy that ihny knew cme 
another as neither is arousl to rebut it, ~ think that’s what Garrison wanted 
te got out of Browmilles, (errics Jodoen) 

a as indiextel how he bocane Imvolwed in the case, Nelmoaing fram 
Stmewopcit with Garrison vhen G, asked Lin if he had soon the Bequire article 

assassins They nicked up a copy at the neve stend and Garrison 
Sear hehe ta mad Sh, a eal Sear sail bad 2 ar 5 pomtcn wieien on Wn eae 
ani they vero told not to say anything about 2%, Vols told no, which I already 
imew, that precautions ware taken in the office not to ict this Ibak oab, Thay 
vere planing to arrest people before there was any publicity sboct the invest- 
igation, Typiste vere kept in the dark: Osuald was referrel ts in ~enos as "Smith® 
or "Patey®, and Ferrie was Imoun as “Lindberg*, 

Lige was in on the investigation early, as was CSS, Uolither was eoitng te 
break the story until Garrison warted thom to, 

Volz male a trip te Dallas in lete Jamary to investigate the 3126 Harlen- 
dale story nontioned by deputy Sheriff Duldy Walthers, Ne came back with a 

on 2%, which he said didn't please Garrison too muh, Thore vas a lot 
of Iidding of Vols about this later, and whon people sav him in the office they 
would say, "There's nothing there, chief," which was what Yolz apparently had 
teld Garrison, Vols sionped working on the case about « month after his trip te 
Dallas, Too many of the legel steff were gotting tied up, he said, 
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Garrison told me in his office thot he was sorry I ws unlerveaid, ani 
up for 16 he teld me it was abright for me to go ahead and keep xorexmes 

cf expthing 7 vated, fo sald to sao marw T woul: vant to te a boot shat 
ty experiences "when T got back te England*, Couldn't quite figure this one out, 
Tle said he also had a vrivate file at hone which he thoaght would be of interest 
a. ee ee He doubt it would hevo been interesting, but I never did 

it eek Sony j 

Guniets shel sn wach T Samah oF the bam one Wg me, 10's Like 
the taste of water." I told him it was OR beesuse move specific than the later 
reviged Grafte he had sent off, ‘He had seid at one point that the great thing 
shout the Playboy interview vas that you eowld write the questions as well as 
the answers, ) 

T asked him how Gordon Novell bec: 
a nant and said Novel. eane in and offered te help u : equipment, 
on the proviso that they didn's inp}icate him ac a result of uhat he told them, 
Garrison agreed to this and Novel, dieut the Harm burclary eniecde and his 
commections with Terrie, Garricon thon found out, he said, that evel had been 
taking pictures inside the DA's offies and selling thom to Walter Sheridan, Uc 
Gan semagel on ig aqenseh atte Revd 

=< asked Garrison what he thought abort David Lowie as a witness, he 
Sidn?% seen to have mush of su opinion, I then polmte! out that Levis vas one 
of the fow linking Oswald ani > Ferrie, He didn't know this, or at least pretended 
pot to realise it, and I thon pointed oxt the trouhle with the dates, 
David Lewis was originally interviewed in the DA's office, Dec 14, 1966, he had 
boon quite positive tint the dato ho say "Loe Tarvey® at Hanousots rostaumant 
was in 1961, vhon Oswald was in Russia, I ws in Ivon's office with Lewis on 
thet day, the day I vas hired,} Garrison then said something Bhout Lowis later 
correcting the date, 

SP ae on ee 6 ee 
opinion, I said, the most important conection tn the case, He acid maybe 
would have to "re-evaluate" Lovis as « witness, 

Sek er ne ioe te ee ae 
there, Ivon also came later, They were diseussing the "Clay Bertrand" signature 
found in the quest beok ef the VIP lounge at the airport . Also Giseussing the 
motion to quash set for tovorrow, All scomed confident aa to the oteomos 16 
a a as ren cot | cnet comin 
pernit, (especially of Russo, 

There was a discussion of the Pimgo exhibit, I asked Garrison if be 

Maat do you noan, have we Sontitied hie? Thats Hamel Gareis Consales.” te 
then qualified? this in seme way, 

The role of Lif he eompioetinn sitet desietietll,, Uetienliamn snes Sen Renee aif tea 
offiiplonatie relations, lewover Garrison ani Ivon are evidently in favor of 
"keeping channels of corramications open," I -cinted out it seems they mast be 
holding back some information on Hall, Howard aml Seymour, as thoy sean so 
interested in thom, Selarbra said he got the impression fron Bosley thet Life 
woren't giving us everything, Problem with Life, as Seianbea pointed out, and 

later confisned, is thet they have a copy of onr files vhereas they have 



; n fAdrewvse-Clay 
3, Harlendale Stree (Dallas). 
4, Mes Sylvia Oddo, cama cg aK Weiss Wess Sicliciaas taaiinoam 

was in Ivon's office when I went there mid Dee. 1956.) 
5, Pisso exhibit, ‘“Tvon shoved me this pieture in mid Dee, pointed to 

the man Ister known as Manuel Garcia Gonsales, and said: "That's the 
men we're real interested in, Toa." 

ee Lane covtved, ani I met hin for the first tins, I went into Cerrtee's 
office for semething, ami there was Lane quietiy sitting in « corner, 

fas 

Shaw notion te quash over, The decision by the jeige is next Uonday, I 
went out to dimmer In the evening with Mark Lane and his wife Anne-Lise, Cont- 
rary to the publicised impression, I foun! Lane quiet, tactful ani thoughtful, 
He told me about his new book, ““ark Lane Neplies", At one point I toid Lane 
that there was a certain irony in his supporting Garrison, because he had supp~ 

been retained by Osvald's mother to defend (pscitenuatig’} heer aun, Garde 
ith Oomdds Lane's veply waar #1 have 

nevsr 
ait Dendla is imecent." 

At f Telixta, Lane and I were diseussing the ¢ Seen Amxirews cas¢ and Lane 
had started te say something about Prentiss Davis whon we vere advised by some 
cue ating at tn semk tale ¢ wary eveuiel tagothent that he was ome of Shays 
lawyors—-Ponzeea , Tiad never seen him before, 

sy deta riareaalan aioe waite daa teamed 

EET emcees aintteal 2 tentty, xn’ I sit Bim wh the alepat Ne te doing 
an "Ayard Rock® on the Garrison probe, Turner stayed a full week and went through 
the files tm the "Archives*—my office, seroxing material amd taking notes, 
He displays varticular interest in the "paranilinary® connections in the case— 
“Mimatemen, ote, 

Veinosiay evening < vont out to dimer with hin, BSoxley, and lirs Mae 
Brugselis, “rs B., fran Carmel, Galif, has done vast research on the fugsian 
comunity in Dallas, nearly all of it 0 complete uste of tine it spans to no, 

Ore y remiss ‘om 

eS ne Le 
TONY. 

Mg VOD 
ies is Mark Lone, PALL Parner and BIL Bexley all competing with 

me for a place in ny office. Sy dhs wantin Turner, Ieumediag Heakag ont I 
went out te Garrisen's house for whet he terme! a brainsterming session, 

Garrison nore or less held the floor and discussed s wide range of 
tepies in his inimitable way, I tock the f notes, David ferries, he 
aeid, deposited “7000 in his bank in Nevenber, 1963, Garrison added that Terrie 
*discontime! his association with Cubans after the assassination.” The head 
of the lations: States Rights Party was Gecmge Sadiey and Garrisun maid they 
held a convention here in August, 1963, at the Tounteinbleaa Motel, “his is 
the wane group that was &iilicing about i:illing Kenedy in - Miami and discovered 
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by the Seoret Service, (The "fami tape",}) There was then something fron G. 
about this group recently forming the Anglican Old Orthodox Catholic Church, 
which T couldn't quite follow. Garrison is very interested in these ad hee 
church groups, mainly beeause Ferrie belonged to one, He sees them as covers 
for espionage and CIA type activity. Garrison believes that the Abundant Light 
Temple (or some such name) near where Mppilt was sheb in some wey played an 
important role in the planning ani execution of the assagsination, 

Garrison can sometimes talk extrendly amisingly about things like this, 
You reach @ point vhere, not only de you not believe what he is saying, tut you 
realise he doesn’t believe it either, You realise he * is just putting on a kind 
of amusing performnes, Often it is difficult te see the dividing line b potueer 
when he : siete «+ eran, ~ deere meine aig es T remembe 
when we were holding staff meetings in te middle of the day, he started te 
talk to the assembled lawyers about the paranilitary operation in Dealey Plaza, 
I think everyone meg a bit uncomfortable, sensing that Garrison believed what he 
was saying and that no one else did, SE ee cee ae ee oe 

ts* » SX "armored conveys" moving 
Sentitiden, ima bugs duped: unler Deniag completely 
broken up with laughter, which of corse Garrison apreciated, He only does this 
when he is in a good mod, 

Tonight, hovever, be waa more serious and coneluded about Terrie: "The 
lines are gossamer lines, bat when you find them they lead from Dave Perrie to 
Razi~-iom, Fascien," Ne added that Ferrie's trip to Touston wag "nore intercsting 
than if he had gone to Dallas," Hie phone recoris for Ney, 1963 were missing too. 
("et sure if this fe tras, I heve seem Terrie's phone records tnt don’t recall.) 

"Reilly anil ‘omahan were both Direaters of the Grime Commission", Garrison 
said, and aided that they vorkel for the Refly Cofifee Co, whieh cloyed Ommld, 
Garrison say that this company "is more than a coffee cocpany.” 

On July 15, *63, there was an Castern Aiclines hoaring in ‘taut 
Ferrie, Danister testi? strongly in “erricts favor, aa, a Sart ok 
‘went way beyond the call of duty". Loter that week, €. oxoleined, Oowsld says 
to idvion Alba: *Pretty soon I'm going to get the pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow,"2 Then on Triday he leaves the exploy of Reilly. 

Garrison pointed oxb that 544 Camp 56 (which Cewald had on his literature) 
is tho nano building as 531 Lefayebte, ! Sunisterts acdress, "Guy Babkieter*s office 
is the key to the case," Garrison said, He may be right. I always fee] nore come 
fortable when he talke about Bar sie besmee be geeus ithe 0 goed suspeh, 
Garrison then seid, "Je tumelled inte Dallas from the back," I'm not sure what 
he meant by this, however, 

Ue said someting about there boing a statement fren a man vho says Alba 
took hin to a *imrteman meeting, Comversiktion turned te the “inutesan type, and 
the kind of man who is mrts about guns, Garrison's comment: "They ouch’ to get 
En ee ee eS eer 

quite proud of oie, and reckons hets om ably 
sub=tepic, (Ne urebably is,) He says the amnotdion "Midland 25508 occurs in 
ee Se hs eras See Se 
are "Gallsigns” on some radio frequency, (T's not sure that G is right that both 
those amotations 30 oceur, but ho might be, 1 checked ani could only Tim! one, 
the Oswald one IT think,) , 

tamlier on, (cbout a month ago, « coy calle? 74m Hieks hed come to see 
Garrison in his office one Saturday afterncom, He saf4 he had bean in Dealey Plaza 
vhen JFE was shot, although I recall he had 2 versions as te which side of tho 
street he was on, This evening Garrison told us that Hicks has a drunken driving



rap hanging over his head, enamine: teste te tin Tate in Oklahoma 
to got him off, This is olemation of Hieks* visit, 

Garrison says he is issuing a Grand Jury subpoona for Loran Hall, and 
then said something abewt Yall possibly suing him, “He may ond up Living in 
this houge,” Garrison said, 

Gerrison is mere cenfikdent these days, since the discovery of the name 
‘Clay Bertrand! signed in the airport VIP room guest book, dated Dee 14, 1966, 

ae oe Politica’ by “oseuary James & Jack Wardley miblished, Cantt 
renentber anything «lse today, 

i 
Vent out to dimer in the evening with Besley and Turner, and we Inter 

net Garrison at the Boucherie, with Sciaubea and girl friend, Garrison in 
genial mood, being recognise! ete, Being introduecd to givle ani leaning for= 
ward ecbracing them in a frienTig way. I sontien the Phelan rumeur (to the 
efTouk thad there in going te be "a wack tn te ena later tie yours} 40 
Garrison, but he dees not think the break is likely te be all that important, 
and in this respect he is probably richt. 

Sep 18, 1957 
the judge ruled against the motion te quash today, At lunch with Alcock, 

Lane, Turner and Bexley, Jim Aleock expressed some concern over the fact that 
the juige appeared te be rushing to trial, axl in particular regarded it as 
his prerogative to set the trial date because we had filed a motion for speady 
trial, in Alcock’s view, both the prosecution and the defense would like to 
hnve tho trial ddlayed. At any rate, it is quite clear that he would te have 
the trisl delayed, He is not looking forvar! te it at all, After the NSC abtack 
on Garrison In June, Aleock expressed anazenent at Garrison's behaviowr: he 
Se rs foe ee oe ee ee 
does he do? Files a motion for a speedy trial, Aleock shook his head in (slightly 
amged) disbelie®, A, thinks the trial will either have te be late Ootobar oc 
Jams snilge Srocaasd, a senior eiitar of "iedk’ magasine 22 

miver of Garrison, Re in fading: a "visit piece" fer "Look. { vent te dinner 
with hin, Besley, Turner, Mark & Ame-Lise Lane, at Antoine's, (The tab vas 
680,0l, paid for by Boxley who was eiubursed by the Dats offies,) There was 
something of an altercation between Brossard and Lane, which was still going 
on outside Awtoine’s door ap wo left, As I recall it, Sressard was saying whet 
8 lousy magasine *Playbey* is, and Lane, (who hap reaped benefit from it in 
his 'Tiayboy interview?) disagreed, The argument escalated fron then on but I 
didn't ray much attention, 

Brossard sad he thought there wore only three good sagasinas im the 
country: Ramparta, The Now York Neview of Becks, and The Realist: a very odd 
view for a senior editer of ‘Look’, 

Today “att Herron filed a ropart on his negative inves i 
Dallas (last Jama:y) to an ettongt to cotatlich a pions call Lis botieen 
Ruby and Osvald,) This investigation was oredicated on some information he 
received carlicr from Pee Jones, ond Herron then got 2 short assigumont fron 
Billings of 'Life’ te check i¢ out, Nothing cape of it, howaver, 

I finally wrote up a nemo on Jerry Patrick Heming's visit, Homing 
See nee ae leet uly, ani an I de nething shout 1% Su my disry oextion, 
i wilk put something in here, I quote fron a letter I wrote to Uduard Epstein, 
dated July 25, 1967; 
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"le wore vecently said an weumeunce!l visit by two Anoricans whe 
were intimstely comected with Cuban arile groupe in the srmer of 193, 
Ono, Gerry Patrier Hemiing, ims oven dressed in fatiguos. Tho nain purpose 
Se ee ee ee ee 
at Tali, Sonar and Seymour, (to an extent that we began to wobier if they 
imew that others were invelved ani vere trying to protect thea,) Gerry 
Patrick tolc mo the following stery which I thenght might Interest you, 

Siccomtng to Gemry Patrick, (ho umaiily Srops the Txming,) tare 
were in 1963 mmerous *teaus’ with paractlitery ieclinetions ait te "gett 
Remedy, Seno of these teams hed boar aparoadhid ty voaltiy enfarereneurs 
of the TL. Hurt type, (though not, not, I think, in fact HL, ituvt) who wore 
interested in soeing the job done ani even provided financial assistance. 
Ther, on Sovenbor 22, 1963, Kennely is chot dum on the strests, ("iaybe 
Ogwald cot there ahead of then,” Pateiak ecemonte aber seg: Bl 
a aly Tne a Shee eel 

asaaehenell shea’ a saimey 08 e ot thay wee he tempted tip talk ahaa 28 
to anyone, In tm, the spencers have apparently been hiring Metia Migures 
te rid thenselves of these black=uilers, 

"Corry Patrick ainitie! iat his om association with scme of these 
extrem! st zs in 1963 has recently been causing him sauce concern, 

r, this my very wall be the true shery belvind the Del Yolle 
venta San ee National. Snqzirer,* 

sates of, ad 

Gffecs of the Life articles on organise? crime, (ifs: oa. 2 & Sep & 
1967); Garrison has Inotitwted a grand jury investigation of 
crime, ani has offered &o regign if any Toaxt, Folm, he saya, also choald 
resign if none io found, On the filing front, a *ieb? file was instdtated, 
eagually, vy Gareison, T% contained « memo whieh &, hoc ovicently just 

Depasarl expotieting in sy office about Averiea, vhich he refors to 
an *the SUT GET tallies” Tie tatke quite ematagty ad mash of wat he age 
i agree with, og, the deplorabiiity of accepting the notion of education 
ao @ paanatte He agente sesame 5 wy Tet 
the experience coesg not affent their Lives in any wiy, Ee gave tite 
af a conspiracy of top level origin to assassinate JK vas 
ae a ye eee Sonecpaalated” and no action vould result, 
In 2 comrtry Like Soain, he saya, there would be a revolwztion. 

Brossard went oui to dimmer in the aveing at Garrison's heme, Bentley 
ani Torner hai dimer at the Lanes, 

oD. 30 

Turner lcft in the evening and Garrison left foe How York, Eo has sons 

TY appearances resultant fron his Playboy interview, 

2 pS Beinn rendement dhe see sensing nate 
than before, He aimittel the usclessness of propinqulty as sorisine 
factor —ccrotliing Cam"son haa boon going ox about apt omurantly 
belééues in. Lane spewlatel a to the peesiiile innocence of Clay Glay Shaw: 
migalén's i$ be something $2 he was imuccont,” or words to that affect, Te 
gave ne the immression that £¢ was a thought which hed never ocourred to hin 



9 

Sateen, <M Bile 2 Shane near wee Se negated on: Se aeeiiee * Shee 
geen, Lene said he thought there would be 2 "pubiliie Investig 
probe if Shay vare acquitted, I don't think necessarily so, 

Lane is quietly gaing through the files, (‘ancuno, Sheridan, Sanira 
Uotfett, rocently,) occ igo Reet 
by Lano!s presence as he could b ‘trying to usuzp ny postion, His position 

inom, T got the feeling tolay for tho first tine nt he may have roalso! 
he might not be backing the right horse. Ue is definitely a caleulater, and 
T feel Oren ee Ee eee ee cage te ne ce 
(ZF T vere in his position—bost seller behim! nowt vould be ot mg@ly tempted 
to got quicly into anothar Mold,) He ic clearly in a quandary: an axtmely 
ironical positioa in view of Shas guilt domomling 

Vewte to Pew) Hock and 
it a complete waste of BIL Martin's time and effice money, 

“the defense filed a notion for a 6 month Gcley in the Shaw trial, or 
alternatively a change im veunp, Alcock, a ee ee eee 
with this opportunity to establish a ctewnger case against Shaw in the int- 

erin, Alcodi: Gad that a an altermtive to the Julgo actually ruling in 
their faver—an ‘ contingency—the state might file a reply which 

eemble allading to our desire for a speedy 
an go0s ob te aizvo to the dafonse's roquost, for pupal ronson of poss” 
Sikes swat Seber we SF daniel, te Tite avi, Show the juige would 

“ani Lane on WW0E TY 22 ofclack news, oi alleged that Life's organiosd 
crimes series i 3 in reality part cf an “orehastrated attack® on Garrison, 
and said that they (Life) had photos, fe, which would destrof tho Jarron 
Report, bet refusel to publish then. fiihet nonsense this is, Preamably he 
ee ee Se ee ee ee 

tage color acronis in to 3 aS 2 

Pe age oe ar ne loaremen 
hee aia eo al See 

“rrison returns with MeKeithen from Mow York, Ar they ware 
sham aiittioncl Gata by 1ife, vieh procote! tae Titer tion to otct that 
there was organic Gyorybedy in the Bits offices Is 
terribly that lietelthen *hlew his cool", as they put it, I saw 
ferrisen in the offieo later on, ami a few other people were there, He was 
cee ol os ceapun Sacdhe Magne Guteoute ton emamtoaih, bak han bo ok be 
face of a wagon train leader traversi outinent, but when he got back 
to Tew Orleans, this BLOB cage then gave the speech 
Sy calla keane von Of tn tal Cane comes ¢ chk ¥ hat Gall as tape penater 
beceuse it was a tour de fores, I don't remenber a 
first serbenee wont: MZ don't have te APOLOGISE for the STATS OF UTS Awe 
after that I was Just ipmnot! like avaryone else in the room, I ronaber 
@hinking that he would only havo to make a few speochod Like that ani he 
eauld get elected Govern whenever he liked, I never saw Tney Long, of commas, 
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ost. g tf 
% morning uy phone was put in agi I arrive: at vork ab noot. 

T spoke to vin ‘leod 3 a on 

Ge trial peti be Se Jenanmy oo theca ate 
itt the Cia wathd bes Se eeey op Semen oy cians atone 

Fe ee ee eet retel axathing ane hens oxiage Serco 
nent to a thind party, and ve are nov trying to fin Cox, go fur witha’ 

. cess, filceds then | : general and said he was not at | 

Ue voraatnd te mo thud Soap 3 | eatiine 

at the ee ee ee Se ok Oe toe question | 

{No develoxont ze * Clare Bortrand* at the hospital, ) 

, Aon aver ah Satter onl Tani enum ahenteay a anc 

4 

t serviod, poliee, ota, * 

wane cctaton on sak of tanan gulls 
nd or aali he dis at believe the defense''s request for a & ong 

Sedition 
sen, coe be ina put te to Lak Sh wo yo Boo fupmposa 

“i . SOaT Ne to Garrison's sStebesntee  omyYroomer afe, LLoock gaia 

ie Giistan angle Sunac?'t wating arty” and that be entirely aizeireod with 
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Garrison's interpretation of the Tankersley episode, (Holmes exhibit in 
2 volumes, which suggests that Oswald may have had a friend in New Orleans 
who filled out a change of address form at the Post Office.) 

Alcock repeated what Garrison had already said to Epstein and myself 
in June-—that Shaw became the suspect because they were looking for Clay 
Bertrand and Clay Shaw had the same first name; also Clay Bertrand was 
presumed to be a homosexual. Thus Shaw came to light, Garrison had said 
earlier to Gxtamima Epstein and myself that Sciambra had "squeezed the 
quarter" looking for Clay Bertrand, but that he could not be found, 

Aleock said that we should call Marina Oswald before the grand jury, 
and that it would look bad if we didn't, Even now it would lock a bit remiss 
to call her at such a late date, Alcock said he thought a "buff" such as 
Garrison is would be only too pleased to have the opportunity to talk to the 
wife of the alleged assassin, Mainly, Aleock is interested in asking her if 
Oswald spent nights away from home, 

Regarding the Thornley affidavit, prepared for Garrison at the urging 
of David Lifton, Alcock said he talked to John Rene Heindel the other day, 
and if he speaks Russian, Alcock said, "he fooled me," 

Tuesday, October 3, 1967 
State's reply filed re contimance and change of vemme. Jamary trial 

now seems likely. Garrison requests MeKeithen to appear before the Grand Jury, 
and then subpoenas him! Alcock and Lorraine Schuler (Garrison's secretary) 
amazed at this, and obviously somewhat dismayed, Alcock again referred to 
the Playboy interviewand said how wild it was. Lorraine Schuler said she 

- wouldn't even read it, Then Alcock said that by saying outright that Oswald 
didn't fire a gun that day, Garrison had "pulled our overt act out from 
underneath us." He told Garrison this, but Garrison casually replied thats 
"That's just my opinion . You can argue differently in court if you want to." 
(Garrison is consistently and openly contemptacus of lawyers and law, I 
once heard him say that lawyers should be called liars. On another occasion 
Garrison explained that when he was in law school he learned that any case 
can be argued either way, according to whichever set of precedents you care 
to select from the law books, and that therfore the establishment of truth 
has got little to do with law. Ever since he realised this, he said, he 
lost interest in law.) As Alcock said, the one thing we could have proved 
was that Oswald owned the gun etc, : 

It is worth noting that if it is a question of either strengthening 
his case against Clay Shaw, or arguing against the Warren Report, the latter 
always has a prior claim in Garrison's mind. 

To dinner in the evening at the NOAC with Garrison, Boxley, Burnes and 
Sciambra, later joined by Ivon and Loisel, (Alcock always does his best to 
avoid these gatherings.) Garrison even more confident than ever, and soon 
after I arrived made a startling remark to the effect that so far he had ' 
been playing it cautiously, but now he was really going to start swinging 
out onto the offensive, Idea of the dinner was to get us to concentrate 
our attention onto crucial areas--before we had been spread out "like two 
infantry batallions", Garrison said--but in fact not much was achieved in 
the course of the evening. , 

Garrison seems certain that General Walker and H.L.Hunt are involved 
in the assassination, although I am not clear on what evidence, It was agreed 
to give them the code names Harry and Eddie Blue (i.e, "True Blue") It was 
pointed out by Boxley, (real name, it emerged, is Bill Wood) that Life lost 
interest in us when we lost interest in the Cuban exiles—good point. : 

Garrison is evidently proud of the fact that he doesn't smell a 
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Communist conspiracy in the assassination, He repeatedly says how "we found 
cut after two days the Commnists weren't involved." His assistants look 
about them with deadpan expressions when he makes remarks like this, not 
giving anything away. 

Walker‘ s"involvement" is supposed to have something to do with the fact 
that he was in New Orleans on the day of the assassination, and then travelled 
from here to Shreveport, H.L.Hunt also has a home in Shreveport, Movements 
to Shreveport—Cody, Walker, Bruce Ray Carlin to N.O, and back to Fort Worth, 
all seen as passing messages to avoid records of long distance phone calls— 
this is the way Garrison likes to speculate, He gets fairly far from reality 
at times like this, and regards it as completly obvious that if there were ax 
such a widespread and all-embracing conspiracy, no one else but him would ever 
have stumbled across it, 

Marilyn Murret has not been checked out in New Orleans, nor has Sam Newman 
been asked to identify the £ 5'9" brown hair Spanish accent person at 544 : 
Camp Street, (Mentioned by him in one of the Secret Service reports in the 2% 
volumes.) On Monday Alcock repeated how amazing it was that the other person 
in the Pizzo exhibit—'Mamel Garcia Gonzalez"—has never been identified 

Thursday, October §, 1967 
Marcello brothers and Governor McKeithen appeared before the grand jury. 

Lunch with Matt Herron and Marta Calleja, Matt is taking pictures for Life. 
I spoke to Martin Waldron in the afternoon, and he told me that the New York 
Times had been given a ledd for a possible Shaw-Ferrie link, which, he said, 
had not been checked out, “and so he gave it to me, This concerned a man called 

_Shaw who rented an airport somewhere with plans to fly bombing missions over 
Cuba, The information was dug up by some history professor called Sadler in 
South Carolina while doing a thesis or something like that, Alcock reached 
Sadler by phone but connluded that there was nothing to the lead, 

(1969: this is an illusteaztion of the kind of dishonest reporting that 
has been going on in the Los Angeles Free Press. In their March 21, 1969, 

issue they refer to (ie Art Kunkin refers to) Shaw's "possible involvement, 
according to information in Garrison's files, with other people from New Orleans 
Trade Mart in a plot to bomb Cuba in 1947 from a Florida airport rented by 
a "Shaw"," The ‘information in Garrison's files$ is simply a lead provided 
by a reporter from-the New York Times, which was checked out and found to 
have no substance, ) 

In the evening Garrison left for Los Angeles, 

Friday, October 6, 1967 
Went with Boxley to check out lead that Oswald was employed by St. Charles 

(Sheraton Charles) Hotel in 1963, No Oswald or Hidell in employee files of 
hotel though. The story evidently derives from one Fred Willis, now employed 
at the Pancake House on Bourbon Street, to whom we spoke, I doubt if there 
is anything to it, Apparently the FBI had already checked into the possibility 
and no doubt would have made it known if Oswald had worked there. 

As Boxley and I were driving back towards Tulane Avenue I téld him about 
the Claire Bertrand rumor, and we discussed going into the Hotel Dieu and 
looking at their employee files, Decided against it though. I think we both 
felt that it would be somewhat embarrassing to unearth such information! 

Had a call from Matt Herron and that evening we went to have drinks 
with David Chandler and his wife. Chandler extremely critical of Garrison, 
and said he hoped to see him in jail as a result of his activity. Chandler 
said that Garrison was a criminal and he could prove it. 
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Chandler said that Life was going to come out with another ‘mob! 
story soon, which would specifically single Garrison out for attack. 
Then, probably after the Shaw trial, there would be another story about 
the assassination investigation, (1969: neither of these articles came 
out.) Chandler whnted to know (a) what I thowght of Garrison, and (b) why 
I was working for him, 

We asked Chandler what Billings thought about the assassination and 
Chandler said Billings thought there was a conspiracy. Chandler said he 
was writing an article for Esquire, for which the deadline was in 9 days, : 
although he hadn't started it yet, and also a book about "the whole picture" 
(ie Louisiana politics) which was supposed to coincide with the Shaw trial. 

I asked him why he seemed to have so mch animosity towards Garrison, 
and he said he didn't have any personal animosity towards him, as he did 
towards Charles Ward, whom he described ironically as "gutsy Ward", Chandler 
asked me what I thought of Garrison's methods, and I asked him in resepet 
to whom, He listed Beaubouef, Layton Martens, Sheridan, Townley etc. He 
said that what he objected to in the case of Beaubouef was that he was sub- 
poenaed, and the power of the subpoena was used to interogate him in the 
DA's office, Same was true of Ferrie, he said, (Not so, I believe, Ferrie 
was interrogated in the DA's office, but I am sure he was not subpoenaed.) 
I replied that it seemed to me more important to concentrate on the substance— 
or lack of it--in the investigation than to harp contimually on methods, 
That was why the Phelan article was so damaging, I conceded, because it 
attacked the substance of the case, 

I asked him why Life seemed to be singling out Louisiana for attack— 
- wasn'§ the situation bad anywhere else? He admitted the situation was bad 

in New Jersey, also in Mass. He said that the 3rd article on La. was prow 
oked as mich as anything by the response of McKeithen & Garrison of an offer 
to resign if Life's charges were true. This resignation offer made it a good 
news story. 

I said that if you legislate against certain activities, which are 
only marginally, if at all, "malum in se", such as gambling, then you are 
alwayé going to create a breed of men who are criminals by virtue of their 
catering to this activity, as happened also in the case of prohibition. 
Chandler replied that it was not the gambling that he objected to, but the 
bribery and corruption which permitted it to exist, and the subsequent 
degeneration of officials who allow themselves to be corrupted in this way. 
(Which, I now agree (1969) is the whole point, although at the time I 
argued furbher with Chandler about it.) 

Thursday, October 19, 1967 
Garrison returned from West Coast. Little has happened during his absence, 

He returned determined to charge Heindel with some crime, but prudence has, 
I hope, prevailed, He was urged not to by, at least, Loisel, Boxley, Alcock, 
David Lifton and Steve Jaffe, — 

I completed memo on Oswald's movements while he was unemployed in New 
Orleans. Boxley away in Houston—-doing heavens knows what, I never see any 
memos from Boxley. The other day I had lunch with Boxley and he told me how 
he came to be hired by Garrison, It was on May 1, 1967, I think he had been 
doing some work for the Wakenimt organisation before working for Garrison, 
He came right out and told Garrison that he had been employed by the CIA 
in the '50s--early '50s I think, Boxley also worked for a fairly covert part 
of the agency--maybe Plans Division or something like that, He is quite 
discreet about the CIA—it wouldn't pay him to be otherwise, he allows— 
but he insists that assassination of the president is not something that he 
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would outright dismiss as unthinkable as far as the CIA is concerned, In any 
event, Garrison accepted that Boxley was no longer working for the CIA, ete., 
and hired Boxley immediately, Boxley was of course grateful, and impressed 
by Garrison, They spent quite a bit of time talking about the CIA, and the 
kind of operations it gets into. Boxley began to introduce him to the espionage 
argot—talk about "cut-offs, safe houses" etc., and no doubt was largely 
responsible for getting Garrison to believe what he evidently wanted to believe: 
that the assassination was engineered by the CIA. The next day Boxley picked 
up @ copy of the local paper and read in it headlines about Garrison's latest 
allegation, about the CIA, He was so startled that at first he thought the 
story was about him, and that Garrison was going to pounce on him. 

I think Boxley lacks judgment, but he is a likeable and friendly person. 
I think he would do jast about anything for Garrison, 

We determined the whereabouts of Herrera, a State Department interpreter 
who might have been at the airport on Dec 14, 1966-- date of the signature 
in the VIP lounge book, He lives in Arlington, Va. Questioning him could be 
crucial, one way or the other, 

Garrison met with Melvin Belli while on the West Coast, and I think impressed 
him, although Belli was previously committed to the point of view-—-having defended 
Ruby—that there was no conspiracy. ; 

Saturday, Ocober 26, 1967 
Garrison's intention to do something about Heind&b was warded aff by a z 

concentrated effort in the office, and Alcock said he would resign if Garrison 
charged Heindel with perjury. Burneg continues to create the impression that 
he does what he is told by Garrison, merely looking for the legal means with- 
-out consideration for truth or validity, Ivon and Loisel are also opposed to 
any action. Garrison told Loisel that he was afraid the Federal Government 
was looking for means to remove him from office, and he wanted to produce some- 
thing new—ie Heindel— to forestall them, Alcock, Ivon and Lorraine Sciuler 
took the view that this would be just the kind of move the Federal Govt. would 
be hoping Garrison would make. Also David Lifton called from L.A, and urged 
prudence, Garrison received an unfriendly letter from Kerry Thornley, now 
living in Tampa, Fla., saying he regretted his original affidavit and didn't 
want to have anything more to do with the ease. 

Further arrivals from the Mark Lane coterie: first Gary Sanders, a young 
engineer from San Francisco who attended Lane's class at Stanford. Gary trots 
around with Lane, and has even re-located. Now looking for job and apartment. 
Meanwhile he seems to think it kx is his right and his business to know what 
is going on in the office, under the aegis of Lane, who has the entree to 
Garrison in every respect, Numa Bertel told me his job has been to find an 
office for Lane and Sanders, and that this is liable to create bad feeling in the 
office. I told Lane this last night, and he told me he didn't intend to move 
into my office, or that of any assistant DA, 

The latest arrival is Steve Jaffe, from Los Angeles. He is currently 
Garrison's blue eyed boy, but he is unlikely to remain in that position for 
long as he is nothing more than a star-struck hanger—onner to famous people, 
majoring in movie making at UCLA. He started out as a friend of Mort Sahl, 
but increasingly used his friendship as a means of meeting important people. 
Sahl and Lane are both now unenthusiastic about him. He left today for Chicago, 
paving the way for Garrison's arrival there tomorrow in the 'Playboy! mansion, 

We have received visits in the last week from: Roger Craig, ex-deputy 
sheriff in Dallas; Al Chapman, whom Penn Jones now informs Mark Lane is a 
member of the Klan, and furnishes nothing but useless information; a Mr. Eddows 
from England, and Dr. John Nichols from Kansas City. | 

Craig wrote to us and told us to contact him immediately. Garrison, Boxley 
_ and Lane spoke to him on Tuesday night, but so far no memos have appeared. I 
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gather from Lane that he did not materially add to his testimony before the 
Warren Commission, which he was surprised we had read. He still sticks to 
it, and expressed surprise that Capt. Fritz does not recall Craig talking 
to Oswald, I spoke to Craig briefly in Garrison's office, and he had nothing 
to add about Oswald's testimony. 

Chapman had nothing to offer, as far as I could see, but Garrison spent 
the whole of Thrusday afternoon and Friday morning talking to him, Chapman 
took some man-hole pictures behind the picket-fence in Dealey Plaza in August, 
1967. He said he thought the "Illuminati" were responsible for the assassination, 
and seemed to be trying to tie "niggers" in too, citing Euins, Rekamt and 
Negro man on wall, reported to him by Hudson, the Dealey Plaza ground-keeper. 

On Friday afternoon Dr. Nichols finally saw Garrison, and in presence 
of Garrison, myself, Scimmbra, Boxley, Lane, Jaffe and Sanders, showed us 
his color slides, His thesis is that Kennedy could not have been shot in the 
neck from an angle bétween directly behind to 28° to right hand side of the 
neck, This conclusion derives from anatomical data re. bone structure of the 
neck, position of tracheotomy wound, angle up to TSBD ths giving entry height 
in back of neck, diagram of cross section of neck and size of neck bone, which 
CE 399 could not have penetrated, His point is that at angle of 28° or greater 
(ts missing the neck bone) a shot through Kennedy would have missed Connally 
entirely, thus disposing of the single bullet theory, Also, at 28° postion the 
wound would have been detected at Parkland Hospital and reported, Ths Nichols 
leaves us with the probability that the wound was a back wound, and leaves a 
big 7 mark as to the origin of the throat wound, 

Nichols cites as proof that autopsy doctors did not look at autopsy photos 
and x-rays the fact that they spent considerable time looking for zke a buhlet 

_in the body, which would have showed up readily in the xrays/ 
Eddows, a retired English barrister who wrote a book about the Timothy 

Evans case, believes that the Kennedy assassination, like the Christine Keeler 
case, was engineered by the Russians. He regerds the Denning Report in England 
as a whitewash, ditto the Warren Report. He believes that Clay Shaw was linked 
to the Steven Ward crowd in London. 

On Monday had dinner with Garrison and his mother, Mark Lane and his 
wife Anne Lise, and Gary Sanders, Lane persuaded Garrison that it would be 
a good idea to go on a college lecture tour. Garrison thought the idea a 
good one, and said he would put the money into 'Truth & Consequences'. Apparently 
an engagement at New Mexico University has been tentatively arranged. 
Lane said that at one college he was scheduled to speak at, Rep. Gerald Ford 
was due to speak the week after him, Garrison said he would speak the week 
after Ford at the same college, and this make a "Ford Sandwich", 

Not mich emerged in a rambling evening's discussion. Both Garrison and 
~ Lane were putting Sylvia Meagher down for being critical of Garrison, Expectations 

were high for Craig the next day, and Garrison said that if he had his pick 
of all the witnesses in the Dealey Plaza area to speak to, he would choose 
Craig. Garrison said he never finished 's beok Inquest; when he 
discovered that there was no "analysis" by the Warren Commission, that was 
enough for him, (I do not recall this being a finding of the book, nor do I 
quite understand what Garrison means.) 

Garrison seems to regard the Warren Report as completely defunct, and tends 
to be impatient when further discrepancies are pointed out. Seems to think it 
is a waste of time and that it is now imperative to move forward constructively 
by pointing finfer at party or parties allegedly guilty. 

Mrs Garrison had little to say, but she became animated when the subject 
of Walter Jenkins came up, towards the end of the evening. Garrison was talking 
about what an impression it would make if Walter Jenkins were suddenly arrested 
in connection with the assassination, It would link LBJ in neatly, suggest 
connections with Shaw etc. Garrison's mother became really interested at this



16 

point, and joined entmsiastically into the convesation, She started to egg 
Garréson on, and encouraged him to charge Jenkins in some way. "Oh, do do that 
Jim, I think that would be a wonderful idea," For her, as for Garrison, the 
dividing line between joking about something and seriously contempaating action 
on it seemed to be precious thin. 

On Saturday (28th) Garrison talked to Eddows in my office, Eddows was 
inordinately impressed by the'code!, For me it was a bizarre experience, After 
going through the ane 19106 Teode', he branched out into several other variants | 
supposedly empoyed by Oswald, eg a code which gives you the CIA phone mumber 
in New Orleans, Garrison's method of working this out is as follows: first he 
finds a series of digits or numbers in Oswald's address book (several pages are 
filled with scrawled figures, so there is plenty of choice) and selects a group 
which strikes his fancy as being encoded. He then looks up the CIA phone number 
in the phone book. Then, using an arbitrary method which is uniquely suited for 
that purpose, he translates one set of digits into the other, He also did this 
with the FBI phone number, but needless to say he had to use a different decoding 
procedure, Of course, this is not quite the way he explains it. He starts out 
by showing you the digits in Oswald's book, and persuades you that it is in 
code, Then comes the decoding 'key', which he makes sound as plausible, logiawal 
and as easy to remember as he can, (Garrison can be surprisingly persuasive on 
occasions like this.) Using the key, he translates the digits into a different 
set, and writes out the new number for you, Then, with the air of a conjuror 
arriving at the climax of his trick, he opens the phone book and shows you the 
CIA phone number, The same number! 

Eddows seemed to be completely hoodwinked by this, and was tremendously 
impressed by the whole performance, Garrison had completekx confidence in 
Eddows after this, and even let him keep the shbets of legal paper he had been 
demonstrating the variants of the code on, which I should have thought could 
almost have been regarded as an inckiminating document of some kind, Garrison 
also let Eddows take away a copy of Clay Shaw's address book. 

Friday, November 3, 1967 
I had been boiling up for a row with Mark Lane kmixy and his lieutenant 

Gary Sanders, and it burst today. I confronted Lane with his right to read and 
xerox our files--he was in the process of reading the Fertie file when this 
occurred, I asked him how he felt that xeroxing the files contributed to the 
investigation, He kept quite calm and replied that Garrison set policy in the 
office, not me, and that therefore he could xerox them if he wanted to, which 
was I suppose a reasonable answer, I also told Lane that it was my belief he 
had lied to me about some information provided fmx him by David Lifton, Lifton, 
a friend of Wesley Liebeler in Los Angeles, had managed to get some information 
from Liebeler about the classified pages on David Ferrie in the National Archives, 
Liebeler worked on this area for the Warren Commission and had copied of the 
classified pages, which he read out to Lifton one evening. (He would not let 
Lifton have copies of them.) Lifton ran home and wrote down all he could remem 
ber, He then later met Lane and told him he had this material written down. 
Lane told him that he had to have it because he was on his way to New Orleans 
and Garrison would like to see it, Lifton gave him the material, as well as some 
info from some columnist, Lane says he only got the columnist material, not the 
other, Lifton was quite surprised to hear this, and surprised to hear that we 
did not have the Ferrie material in the office by now. Their stories are in flat 
contzadiction, and there is no doubt in my mind that Lane is lying. The fact is 
the Ferrie material is worse than useless to Garrison, because it indicates that 
the FBI is not hiding anything significant about Ferrie, and tms deprives Gar- 
‘rison of an excuse to talk about governmental secrecy, etc, Lane is smart enough 
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to realise this, and no doubt decided that the best thing would be simply 
not to show the Lifton material to Garrison at all. 

Saturday, November 4, 1967 
Thought it best to tell Garrison that I had had an argument with Lane, 

and he treated it with vast diplomacy, He ensured, first of all, that I was 
alone in his office with him, to ensure that he was not confronted ty any 
kind of consensus from the office, Garrison’ advised me that it was OK for 
Lane to xerox the files etc., because he was writing a book about the invest- 
igation, Two people had been authorised to write books about the subject, 
he said: Bill Turner, who was doing a quick "pocket book" on the subject; 
and Mark Lane, who would be doing a more leisurely "history book" on it, 

I saw Lane later in the afternoon, and we more or less agreed to stop 
the feud, I told him, however, what it was that concerned me more than any= 
thing: some of the files, which I was supposed to be in charge of, were 
something of an embarrassment to me, The Ferrie file, I said, fell into this 
category. The Ferrie file contains no evidence that Ferrie knew Oswald, which 
is the relationship which the investigation was originally predicated on, The 
Ferrie file is, in fact, simply a report on a negative investigation, Under 
the circumstances then, it was somethat embarrassing to have outsiders like 
Gary Sanders coming round reading the file, Lane reacted as though he apprec- 
iated my problem and then said: "Well, in future, if anyone looks at the 
Ferrie file, just tell them that the important material from it has been 
put into a confidential file somewhere." By saying this, of course, Mark Lane 
was acknowledging the lack of basis for the investigation, 

In late afternoon Harold Weisberg arrived, and I went out to see him 
“with Loisel, Ivon and Eckert at the Fountainbleau. We spent the afternoon 
bugging the next door room to Harold's, for the purpose of deciding once and 
for all whether people really are going through the baggage of our guests, 
as Harold Weisberg has claimed in the past, as also did Steve Jaffe, 

In the evening met Layton Martens at the "Seven Seas", He seems like 
quite a nice guy, just majored in cello at USL and wants to leave state to. 
join an orchestra in New York, but is not allowed to leave because of his 
perjury indictment. He does not know, he says, the basis for the indictment, 

Saturday, November 11, 1967 
Garrison supposedly leaving afain for West Coast on Monday. Jaffe and 

Sanders off to Dallas filming for Séeve's UCLA film project, 

Saturday, November 18, 1967 
Garrison left on Monday, to give an unspecified speech in Los Angeles—- 

Some Br 8 eG has rounded up. Not much happened this week: Garrison 
away,and Mark Lane didn't come in at all. 

Saturday Evening Post advance copy (with article by Tink Thompson) arrived 
and caused a pleasant surprise in the office. "Boy, that's beautiful," said 
Lorraine Schuler, looking at the diagram showing crossfire possibility, "it 
makes Russo look a little bit better." Alcock commented: "Garrison will come 
cout of this smelling like a rose, That guy has more luck than anyone I know, 
And I'll tell you something else about him: he's not afgaid of anyone," 

Gary Sanders had brought with him a copy of the complete Texas AG 
report on the assassination, consisting of about 20 bound volumes of reports 
ete. Much of it—in fact the majority—is gublivated in the 26 volumes. However, 
I sent Sylvia Meagher some of the new material for her appraisal, She received 
it and called up mystified. Agreed to look through it, but this did not comit 

. her in any way to support of Garrison, she stressed, 
Epstein, I sense, is trying to push me for details of the case he badly 

needs, via an ms, he hopes I'm going te submit to his publishers, He writes
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me friendly letters, and calls up quite frequently. 

Monday, Dec 4, 1967 
Last Thursday, a lawyer from Playboy was here, and I happened to be in 

Garrison's office when he asked Garrison some blunt questions about Gordon 
Novel and his involvement in the case. He pointed out to Garrison that he 
had read the Novel files, but was unable to make any headway in understanding 
how Novel became involved, I had found the same thing myself; the 2 Novel files 
are in a state of chaos, and there are no interviews with Novel in them, or 
really any material directly relating to Novel's connection with the office or 
with the probe or with he assassination, Merely contains previous offenses—- 
eg attempt to derail railroad train, throwing rocks at cars, etc (as a minor), 
and many telegrams to Marlene Mancuso which date back to the '50s. Therefore 
I awaited Garrison's reply with interest, 

Garrison said he only saw Novel three times, the first being when he was 
approached by Novel with the offer to be some kind of de-bugging officer for the 
office. He was introduced to Garrison by Willard Robertson. Subsequently Gar- 
rison discovered, he said, that Novel had sold a photograph to NBC ( of a truck 
or something) and then had no further dealings with him, Novel also volunteered 
information about the Houma burglary, and his knowledge of Ferrie and Arcacha, 
Novel was due to appear before the grand jury, but fled to Ohio before he did so. 

Garrison admitted to the lawyer—in response to questioning——that Novel 
had no connection, as far as he knew, with the assassination, That the office 
never was too concerned about him or interested in him, thus accounting for the 
paucity of information about him in the files. 

The lawyer told Garrison that, in his view, there was enough discredisable 
matetial in Novel's background to make it unlikely that Novel could ever win 
his suit against Playboy and Garrison, 

On Saturday, Garrison made statement to channel 12 TV about Warren, Johnson 
ete., affirming that they knowingly covered up an assassination plot. 

Thursday, Dec 7, 1967 
They want to start a triak file in the office, which collates the evidence 

to be used against Shaw at the trial. Evidently, it should be broken down into 
different areas: kx giving evidence that: 

1. Shaw discussed or plotted assassination. 
2. Shaw knew Oswald, 
3. Shaw knew Ferrie. 
4. Oswald knew Ferrie, 
5. Shaw used name Clay or Clem Bertrand, 
6, there was an overt act by either Shaw, Ferrie or Oswald, 
7, shots were fired from 2 or more directions, in accord with Russo's test 

imony. 
It cannot be stressed too strongly that proving Oswald innocent and proving 

Shaw guilty are antithetical aims, If Oswald is proven innocent, Shaw is virtually 
exonerated, 

If Shaw is guilty of conspiracy, then Oswald must be either an actual assassin 
or have concurreé in his own frame-up, by allowing his rifle to be taken into the 
TSBD etc. Moreover, the argument that Oswald should have (a) discussed assass-~ 
inating the President with Shaw and Ferrie, and (b) be innocent, when he was in 
the building from which the shots were fired, when his gun was also in the building, 
and when the bullet fragments ballistically matched to that gun were found in 
the car of the dead President, lacks plausibility to say the least, . 

In fact, nobody seems to have remarked on the fact that Russo's testimony, 
if it is true, actually increases the likelihood that Oswald was an assassin, 



19 

since, in addition to the prior evidence against him, he is now involved in a 
prior discussion about the assassination. 

The only way to make Shaw's guilt compatible with Oswald's innocence is 
to shift the overt act to Ferrie, since in that event Oswald could have been 
unknowingly framed, and the Shaw-Ferrie-Oswald conspiracy could still have 
come to fruition without Oswald knowing anything about it, However, none of 
Ferrie's actions seem as though they can be interpreted as an overt act, not 
even his trip to Texas (which did not start until after the assassination), and 
therefore the burtien seems to fall back on Oswald, 

Monday, January 15, 1968 
Returned from Washington 0.6. after approx 3 week visit—partly vacation 

partly business, The day before I left Edgar Eugene Bradley was charged with 
conspiracy by Garr&don, The original lead on Bradley was a letter we were 
sent by one Thomas Thornhill, alleging that Bradley had been involved in the 
assassination, including a photograph of Bradley. The letter was dated in 
April, 1967, but nobody took any notice of it until Bill Turner found it in 
the files during his visit in September, Bradley was then investigated in L.A. 
by Turner, Boxley, and Garrison, during one of his visits to the West Coast, 
Garrison became persuaded that a photograph, taken in Dealey Plaza shortly 
after the assassination of two tramps being led away by Dallas policemen 
depicted Bradley, Nobody in the DA's office was prepared to fill ot the 
Bill of Information charging Bradley, especially Alcock, but Garrison talked 
them into it over the phone, Garrison assured them that the case against 

_ Bradley was solid, and that we had jurisdiction in the case, Then, with ex- 
treme misgivings, charges were filed while Garrison was still away. He retursed 
almost immediately, and was back in time to be present for the DA's office party. 

One of the co-conspirators named with Bradley in the original Bill of In 
formation was Jack Lawrence, a car salesman at Downtown Lincoln Mercury 
during the assassination. tWkk His name was later withdrawn, however, and no 
co-cinspirators were actually specified, I had planned to travel to Washington 
on Dec 21 anyway, and so when I left I suggested to Louis Ivon that while I 
was there I check through the National Archives for any mention of Edgar Eugene 
Bradley, and also try to get to see Jack Lawrence, who was last heard of in 
Charleston, West Virginia, Garrison apparently remained convinced that Lawrence 
was "involved", and Ivon agreed it would be a good idea to get more information 
on him in an effort to forestall Garrison fron again acting rashly, 

I went to the Archives while in Washington, and requested any information 
they may have on Bradley from their name index file, but Marion Johnson told 
me they had nothing, Knowing that they sometimes have reports on people which 
do not get listed in the name index, I then requested to see all Commission 
Documents originating in California, ie. FBI reports with office of origin 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, ete. I also checked through the El Paso files, 
However there was no mention of Bradley anywhere. (I did find some FBI reports 
on Richard Case Nagell, however, which strongly suggested that he had nothing 
whatsoever to do with the assassination. ) : 

I abko tzavelled to Charleston, West Virginia, with Lady Jean Campbell 
(daughter of Lord Beaverbrook and ex-husband of Norman Mailer), a correspondent 
for the London Evening Standard now living in New York. She had been intro- 
duced to me by Jones Harris. We visited Jack Lawrence in his house in Charleston, 
to cut a long story short. He persuaded both of us that he had absolutely 
no ay) to do with a? we mr Ts 2 ( / Pe) 

tees Bnmneng 7, Van fras 
Thursday, January ‘25, 1968 

Marina Oswald subpoenaed yesterday. Mort Sahl arrived today and gets D.A,’ 
credentials, He was recently on the Johnny Carson show and suggested to Carson 
that Garrison appear on his show. When Alcock heard this he said, "Is he serious?" 
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When Sahl commented that he was now working as an investigator for Garrison, 
Alcock, who had been unaware of the fact, commented to me later, "We'll have 
jugglers and fire-breathers working for us soon," 

Sahl looks rather weary and under the weather, haggard, lined face, fram 
what I remember of him in Washington last May. 

Saturday, January 27, 1968 
Barbara Reid gave a party this evening, attended by Garrison, Mark Lane, 

Mort Sahl, Vince Salandria, Matt and Janine Herron, among others, Morris 
Brownlee and John George also there, 

Sunday, January 28, 1968 
This afternoon there was a rather extraordinary meeting at the NOAC, It 

was attended by just about everybody from the DA's office who is working on 
_ the investigation—-Sciambra, Alcock, Burnes, myself, Ivon, Loisel and even 
Charlie Ward, We sat around a large table in a back room for same time, and 
then Garrison came in with Vince Salandria. Garrison said that Salandraa 
had some remarks to address to us, and introduced Salandria as an expert on 
the assassination etc. 

Salandria started off by telling us that we were in much better shape 
now than on the occasion of his earlier visit, in July, I had accompanied him 
around at that time, and I recall he was shown the Shaw file, He looked through 
it, and was rather rueful about it to me, He admitted to me that there wasn't 
mach there, Now, however, it was a different stéry, or so he seemed to think, 
He could tell by the expressions on our faces, The caee,against Shaw was now 
locking much more solid, he told us, and we were beginning to work as a team, 

He then started to urge us that the only trouble was we weren't going far 
enough, and he then started to work himself up into a harangue about Mibhael 
and Ruth Paine, "They're agents," he said, "I know they're agents, I've got 
the proof." He went on at some length about how he had met the Paines, and he 
produced some quasi-evidence suggesting they were agents etc. Then he told us 
to go ahead and charge the Paines—"You've got all the evidence you need," 
He exhorted us to charge some others too, Marina Oswald, and Allan Dulzes, 
Don't worry about anything, just go ahead and charge them, "the evidence is 
THERE! " . 

Garrison sat next to Salandraa& through all this, calmly smoking his 
pipe. Salandria was getting really worked up by this time, and was actually 
shouting at us, Someone asked him to tell us some of the evidence, and then 
he pulled out a few card indexes—seemingly a little annoyed at being dist- 
racted by such trivia—-and then started off on his stuff about troop increases 
in Vietnam, the radio message to Airforce One, the same stuff he had shown 
me earlier on when he was working on the manuscript on WHY Kennedy was killed 
with his friend Tom Katen. 

When he finished he was fairly attacked by several members of the staff, 
notably Jim Alcock and Charlie Ward, He was told that he just didn't have 
sufficient evidence to warrant any of his conclusions, that he didn't seem to 
realise that we, as a DA's office must be concerned with the law and other 
such niceties, e¥c. Garrison began to get upsetak & at these attacks, and came 
to Salandria's defense, Salandria even tried to tell us that Oswald was innocent, 
and I pointed out to him that if you believe Russo, you have just about got 
to believe that Oswald is guilty. I pointed out that the evidence adduced by 
our investigation made it move, and not less likely,that Oswald was involved. 
I remember Garrison gave me a look as though to‘ say—-'What on earth is he talking 
about, he still doesn't understand', but I knew the whole office, apart from - 
Garrison, was solidly behind me, 

Garrison was beginning to smart by this time, and he ended the meetin 
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with an attempt to wrest back the initiative. He gave us a lecture about 
all having to pull together, that we couldn't afford to work against one 
another, etc, However, it was pbvious that his major objective had not been 
accomplished, Evidently he had been trying to use Salandria to persuade us 
off a course of action which he wanted to take himself but knew that we would 
not endorse, Therefore he was hoping that we might accept it if it came from 
someone else, namely Salandria, But the ruse had not worked, It was evident 

Wednesday, January 31, 1968 
Garrison on Johnny Carson show tonight, Watched it at Matt & Janine's, 

Thursday, Feb 1, 1968 
Charlie Ward's comment on Garrison's appearance on TV: "He makes a good 

appearance of course, and he's photogenic, but what he said was a disaster," 

Friday, Feb 2, 1968 ; 
Huge volume of mail beginning to descend on office in response to Garrison's 

appearance on the 'Tonight' show, Nearly all of it locks favorablex, 

Saturday, Feb 3, 1968 
Thought For the Days Why the fraternization between the judges and the 

DA's office? I don't see why a judge, once elected, (for a much longer term 
than the district attorney) should be in any way dependent upon the DA for 
-his political survival, In any event, this fraternization is no doubt one of 
the worst aspects of the so-called system of justice here, I recall Judge 
pageerly at the DA's office party: smiling, talking to everyone, shaking 
hands with anyone he didn't knew and introducing himself, He reminded me 
more of a politician at election time than a judge at a party. I went with 
a French girl I had met recently, and when I told her he was the judge who 
was going to try the Shaw case I think she thought I was kifiding her, 

Monday, Feb 5, 1968 

Ivon told me when I came in that Gary Sanders is to be put on the pay- 
roll @ $400 a month, Lorraine Schuler on the vast amount of mail now arriving 
in the offices "All my education and training on this garbage, That isn't one 
tenth of it," dumping a great pile on my desk, There is no adverse mail re 
the Carson show, All favorable to Garrison. 

Mort Sahl came in waving newspaper with Herman Deutsch favorable comment 
on the Carson show. No doubt about it, Sahl sees the investigation purely 
as a publicity struggle, and not at all in terms of the facts or truth—exactly 
contrary to what you would suppose, Mark Lane is the same, This would be OK 
aif we were running, say, a TV station. 

Alcock said he got a call from the California Attorney General regarding 
the extradition papers on Bradley. "Looks like you've got some pretty good 
papers," the AG said, 

. “Holy Mackerel!" said Alcock, "that guy ought to go back to law school. 
I think they're going to extradite him!" 

Gungho Gary Sanders accused me of being "bad for morale" and "working against 
the office" when I said that I did not belmieve that Craig saw Oswald, and that 
it did not fit with other facts, I told him you cannot go into a courtroom with 
nothing but morale, ° 
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Tuesday, Feb 6, 1969 
Motion filed by defense for Change of Venue today. Hearing for this 

March 5th, Alcock says trial won't be till April at least, "Good in some 
ways, not in others," he says, 

Garrison not in office today, Called me regarding my memo on Oswald 
in Mexico, He still believes Oswald never went there, apparently, Strange 
letter from Gene WidSboon on Downtown Lincoln-Mercury stationery. He poss= 
ibly puts Shaw in Dallas in Dec, 1963. 

Replying to letters re 'Tonight' Show, Just about all favorable to 
Garrison. An interesting point re "limits of the investigation" raised by 
Garrison's statement on the program that only 5 are working on the case, 
(which has prompted many offers of assistance.) We are now limited not by 
manpower shortage but by physical (office sixe) and financial considerations, 

Fourteen letters to high school/college students writing term papers 
and wanting information, I note they nearly all type their letters neatly, 
double spaced, Their overall grasp of the facts in the case tends to be 
poor, however, Thought: the most interesting thing about the investigation 
now is not the substance of it, but the public reaction to it. 

Wed Feb 7, 1968 7 Sanders’ gil fiend - 
Today had row with Gary Sanders and Jody Duek, She has ensconced her- 

self in my tiny office without so much as consulting me, and now practically 
gives me orders, The less said about her the better, 

Garrison not in office Monday through Wednesday, GaxxrksmnIvon says he 
is still smarting from the opposition he got from the rest of the DA's 
staff after the Salandria, talk, 

Thursday, Feb 8, 1968 
Today Marina Oswald Porter and Kerry Thornley were before the grand jury. 

I spoke to Marina briefly in Alcock's office before she went up to the GJ room. 
Her husband Kenneth Porter was with her, Marina seemed scared, timid, un- 
willing, unco-operative, answering in quiet monosyllables. She seems intel- 
ligent though. We did not discuss the case at all, just pleasantries, Alcock 
remarked to her that he had been to the same high school in Fort Worth as 
Oswald'd brother Robert. Garrison came in and shook hands, reassured her 
and told her not to worry about anything. Garrison is basically not interested 
in Marina, but appears to be considering indieting Thornley. 

In his office after the grand jury session was completed, Garrison 
remarked that it had been "a good day". Sciambra and others were laughing 
at some of the questions some membersz of the jury had asked, The first 
question the grand jury foreman asked Marina was: "Is this your first visit 
to New Orleans?" They also asked her some questions about what Oswald talked 
about at night. She said he hardly said anything. "Not even pillow talk?" she 
was asked, ; 

Marina made one remark that pleased Garrison, She said the Secret Service 
had told her to beware of Ruth Paine "because she was a member of the CIA," 
However, Alcock told me later that by the way she answered—"that organisation 
you join..." it was evident she meant something other other than the CIA, 
namely the ACLU. As far as the substance of our case was concerned, Alcock | 
said that she contributed nothing of value, and could only be a defense 
witness when it came to the trial. Oswald did not stay away at night, neither 
he nor she drove a car, she had never been to Clinton, not had ske he, as 
far as she knew. 

Alcock pointed out why Garrison had been reluctantkz to call Marina 
before the grand jury: because her testimony would undoubtedly be in oppo- 
sition to any conspiracy theory involving Oswald. It would be hard for the 
Grand Jury to believe that there had been a conspiracy after talking to her, 

’
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and Garrison did not want to run the risk of exposing the GJ to this point 
of view, That was why he was pleased by her comment about Ruth Paine—it 
suggested that events may in fact have been as Garrison had portrayed then, 

(1969: I never saw a transcript of Marina Oswald's testimony. Of course, 
Grand Jury testimony is technically secret, but the fact that Garrison largely 
conducted his investigation in the secrecy of the Grand Jury raises some 
questions about the validity of his criticisms of the Warren Commission. This 
would be analogous to the Warren Commission having heard testimony in closed 
session. It seems that Marina's testimony before the Warren Commission will 
go down to posterity—albeit under a great deal of criticism--but her testimony 
before the "Garrison Commission"will not even see the light of day. It will 
be analogous to one of the Commission's classified documents, which Garrison 
got so mich mileage out of. As far as I know, nobody has ever raised this crit- 
icism of Garrison, When is he going to publish his 2 volumes?) 

Friday, Feb 9, 1968 
Garrison in the office today, in one of his talkative, performing moods, 

He kept calling me, and others, into his office on pretexts, He is also con- 
sidering charging Kerry Thornley, who was also in the office today. Alcock 
said "He'd better not," (charge Thornley) as there was no evidence against 
him, with which I agree, But Garrison is hynotised by the fact that Thornley 
(a) admits havin met Clay Shaw. (b) showed the ms of his (first) book to 
Martin McCauliffe, professor at LSU who helped found Friends of Democratic 
Cuba--an anti-Castro outfit including Sergio Arcacha Smith, "who was involved 
with Oswald," according to Garrison. (c) Picked u unemployment checks at 
Julia St,, near Camp St. (d) met Guy Banister, (e) Moved to Arlington, Va. 
soon after the assassination. (f) Lived at one point on Dauphine St, a couple 
of blocks from Clay Shaw, and one or two other points. 

Thornley consistently denies having met Oswald in New Orleans in the 
summer of 1963, I spoke to Kerry Thornley briefly in my office late in the 
afternoon, He looked as though he had been in tears. He said, "Where have I 
met you before?" I did not recognise him from anywhere, but I knew that an 
English friend of mine, Warwick Reynolds, had been here in '62 and '63 and 
had at one point shared an apartment with Thornley on Barracks St. I had 
been here on and off during that period too (on vacation from school I was 
teaching at in Virginaa,) and I told Thornley I might have met him with Warwick 
Reynolds, He immeliately recalled Warwick, and thought it probable that that 
was how he recognised me, He said the publishers had printed 81,000 copies 
of his book, but had only sold 17,000 of them, Apparently they haven't even 
been trying to sell them lately, although we both agree this would be a good 
time. He gave us his only copy. 

Garrison in rare form today, "Sooner or later, because people are lazy, 
you catch them out on propinquity," he said while thumbing through the city 
directory, What a classic remark} (Little or no attention has been given to 
Garrigon's "Propinquity Factor" theories, However, on Feb 10 and April 7, 1967 
he wrote "Part I" and "part II" of a memorandum entitled "Time and Propinquitys 
Factors In Phase One" which, if the Garrison investigation is to have any 
historic value, will certainly be valuable documents, They are predicated on 
the supposition that if people live anywhere near one another, they are there- 
fore to be suspected of being associated in some way, I need hardly say that 
nobody in the office takes "the propinquity factor"seriously except for 
Garrison himself.) 

Another Garrison comment todays "I don't mind that the Government turned 
out to be involved, it makes the fight all the more fun!" He then started to 
talk about &k "the need to move more audaciously," as he put it. Everyone in 
the office starts to wince when he talks like this, Garrison started to talk 
very amusingly about Communists, "They're like unicorns. Nobody has ever seen 
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one! J.,Edgar Hoover might just as well start talking about unicorns, ' They're 
out there in the woods, more unicorns than even, we're being surrounded by 
them, Mr. President, we need 200 extra agents this year and a million 
dollar increase in our budget to control the increasing unicorn menace in 
this country.'" After a good performance like this--and on such occasions 
Garrison can be astonishingly good, brilliant one might say, he plays his 
part well. Does not harp on his joke, and pretends nog to notice that every- 
one is rolling about laughing. On this occasion he just made some remark to 
the effect that America had gone insane worrying about Communism all the 
time, and then changed the subject, 

He started talking about CIA "involvement", referring to his suspects 
as "players"—-meaning Novel, Thornley, etd, Garrison said: "They get three 
one. hundred dollar bills in the mail every week, with orders not to pay 
income tax, If there's ever a question raised, there's a phone call and that's 
the end of it." 

When he picked up the phone at one point, part of the receiver fell off 
so he just threw it into the waste paper basket. He akso came round and smashed 
up a chair in his office which was beginning to break, I told him about the 
Wall St. Journal story, ('DA on the Griddle') but it did not seem to bother 
him very mach, He started to talk about how the CIA controls Life magazine 
"in sensitive areas," . 

Garrison observed that one day he would probably be on the cover of Time, 
with a group of other people under the caption "The Arrogance of Dissent", He 
suggested that the others would be Rap Brown, Martin Luther King, Stokeley 
Charmichael and Dr, Spock, He said "the arrogance of dissent" was a phrase 
which had been used by a Senator recently and quoted with approval in magazines, 

Mort Sahl in office, and I have good rapport with him, He told me he had 
’ had run in with Jody Duek too—she telling him what to do etc, He's leaving 
Monday for TV show (his) in Los Angeles, with GM sponsorship. Mort is unbal- 
anced on assassination, does not have it in proportion, and is weak, to say 
the least, on the facts (which do not really interest him.) I like him though, 
he's sensitive, observant and quick, He talked very well about the "cocktail 
party buffs" in Los Angeles congregating round Maggie Field, associating with 
show biz people etc, , 

Saturday, Feb 10, 1968 
Wenta to the office in the afternoon, and Garrison was there with Dick 

Burnes and Louis Ivon. Garrison is planning to subpoena Allen Dulles and 
Gordon Novel simultaneously, with pictures in the paper of both of them 
smoking pipes. Question of relevance regarding Dulles raised, He left CIA 
long before the assassination. However it was determined that he was in CIA 
at the time of the Houma bunker burglary, (he left about a month after it.) 

Garrison started talking about "getting our napalm on them,'"(those he 
is fighting and accusing.) He made motions with his hands and arms as though 
trying to cast something away from him. "They can't get it off them," he 
said, laughing, 

Regarding President Johnson, Garrison said: "I'm probably only a cloud 
on the horizon for him at the moment, but if I keep on getting access to 
national microphones like this, I'm going to become a real thorn in his side," 

I asked him what he had been about to say on the 'Tonight' Show about 
Robert Kennedy—the subject was changed before he got around to it, He said 
it would have been to the effect that John Kennedy had been our President, 
and what RFK has to say about it is irrelevant, especially as he says he has 
not read the Report. Garrison concedes that RFK is probably not as opposed 
to him as he has said in public statements, He agrees that RFK probably couldn't N 

become overtly involved in the case, even if he wanted to. 
t 

5.6.
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Sunday, Feb 13, 1968 
Went to the office in the afternoon. Garrison interviewed on film by 

Willem Oltmans for Dutch TV. Garrison made his usual speech about the CIA 
and FBI etc., and Oltmans accepted it uncritically. Oltmans has spent some 
time with George DeMohrenschildt and is trying to get Garrison and D&M, to- 
gether, Garrison seems to be convinced that DeM. is involved in some way, and 
refers to him as the "projact manager", However he fefuses to meet him, 
Garrison re¢ésived a friendly letter from D&M. offering to meet him either in 
Dallas or New Orleans, I believe, Both Billings and myself urged Garrison to 
see him , but he has consistently refused, I think G..is afraid that if he 
meets DeM. in the flesh, he will become persuaded that he is not involved, 
and thereby lose a suspect, 

Garrison said that during the 'Tonight' Show, he turned to Carson during 
one of the commercial breaks and said: "I'll sing and dance for you if you 
like." Carson, not at all amused, didn't take it as a joke and said: "You're 
not going to do any singing on this show," 

Ivon more communicative than usual today, He said that three weeks ago 
Governor McKeithen gave $5,000 to Garrison for the investigation, He was sort 
of talked into it by Willard Robertson, Rault and Garrison, Ivon said that 
Willard Robertson has practically underwritten the investigation, and has 
personally donated $25,000 or $30,000 of his own money to "Truth or Conseq= 
uences", However, Ivon does not think Robertson intends to give any more, 
or is unlikely to. 

Ivon, lie Alcock, is afraid Reagan is going to extradite Bradley. "I . 
hope he doesn't," was Ivon's terse comment. Trouble is, Bradley's return 
would make the investigation open-ended, and it mkkht be another year before 
Bradley's trial would come up. 

Ivon talked about the power of the D,A,, especially to subpoenam people 
before the grand jury. "It's a lot of power he's got," Ivon said, "If all the 
D.A.'s in the country were like Garrison, things would be in chaos," Ivon 
is in a state of consternation, as he has been for some time, about Garrison's 
evidently self-destructive path, "I can't see why he would want to lay his 
whole career on the line like that," he said, Ivon expressed the fear that 
Garrison would ultimately become identified in people's minds with mts like 
George Lincoln Rockwell, I told him Senator Joe McCarthy was a better analogy, 
except that Garrison is in a far more exposed position than McCarthy, because 
Garrison has a trial pending, at which he will be expected to produce: his 
evidence, whereas McCarthy did not have that threat. Garrison these days confid- 

_ ently asserts that the trial is not going to take place, because the Government 
will block it or Shaw will be killed. But no-one in the office shares this view, 
which is 1ttle more than whistling in the dark, That's the difference between 
Alcock and Garrison; Garrison will say in a loud, confident voice, "The trial 
will never take place," and really sound as though he believes it, Alcock will 
say, "Man, I hope he's right, but frankly, I see no reason to suppose there 
won't be a trial." 

Today Garrison has decided to renew interest in Emilio Santana, for no 
apparent reason, He walked around in the afternoon carrying an 8 x 11 picture 
of Santana, showing it to people, Ivon told Garrison: "I wish you wouldn't," 
(get interested in Santana again,) "We really questioned him thoroughly for 
three days and couldn't get anything out of him," (Ivon's polite way of telling 
Garrison that he doesn't believe the man is involved.) When Ivon says something 
like this to Garrison, Garrison will pretend to take no notice of, or ignore, 
what Ivon says, But it probably uas its effect, In a day or two, in most cases, 
Garrison will have dropped the matter. 

Garrison gave a copy of Santana's picture to Willem Oltmans, who is going 
to show it to this Dutch magician-type guy who solves crimes etc, by handling 
the photograph and telling you things about the person—-where he is etc, Apparently 
he has on occasion been of value to the police, But it is just wasting time to 
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show him Santana's picture. 
Ivon said that in the very early days of the investigation, the few who 

were then working on the case would stay up "in the old grand jury room® till 
2 or 3 in the morning, going through files and photographs." They were espec- 
jially trying to find the unidentified man in the 2 WDSU picture, handing out 
leaflets with Oswald. They looked through thousands of mug shots, in hope he 
had an arrest record. No luck though. 

Ivon said that Garrison does not react well to criticism in the press, 
citing the recent Wall St Jourzal attack, Ivon said that Garrison should ex- 
pect these attacks, but he says they always seem to come as an unpleasant 
surprise to him. 

Schweggman, "biggest money man in the state," according to Ivon, had an 
ad in ‘ae paper today,expressing support for Garrison, 

Monday, Feb 12, 1963 
Nothing mich happened today, Garrison did not come in, (Garrison's 

attendance record at the office is rather peculiar, He is nearly always there 
on Saturday and Sunday, but during the week he will s&ay away if at ab} poss= 
ible. He spends a great deal of time napping at the NOAC, I have also heard 
he takes Sauna baths there.) I attended part of a trial in section F in the 
afternoon, A narcotics case with the defendant Perry (or Terry?) Baker. Despite 
the fact that when the narcotics informer was asked to point to the defendant, 
he pointed to the law clerk sitting next to the assistant DA, Baker was found 
guilty by the preponderantly. blue collar, red—-neck, jury, and sentenced to 7 
years, i believe. Horrifying. I can't help feeling that Baker made a bad 
tactical error when he had a bunch of attractive girls from Negoomb in the 
courtroom, rooting for him. Also his lawyer made a mistake when in his closing 
argument, he started talking about a "new morality." Hardly likely to appeal 
to that jury. 

Answered more letters re Carson show, Many letters are from law students, 
all over the country, wanting to work here in the sumer, I note they all 
assume the investigation will still be going on then, Letters from high school 
and college students writing term papers and wanting information. Evidently 
the 'Tonight' show was a huge success for Garrison, the biggest yet in the 

publicity struggle. Most people who write take the position: 'I seen through 
it, NBC is trying to discredit you again, Jim, but they didn't fool me,* 

Tuesday, Feb 13, 1968 
Bill Turner came into the office, and anx interesting conference was 

held in Garrison's office, attended by: Charles Ward, Jim Alcock, Dick Burnes, 
Moo Sciambra, Numa Bertel, Lynn Loisel and myself, We were addressed by Bill 
Turner, Garrison was supposed to come, but called up 15 minutes beforehand 
to say he would not ba there. Anyway, he wanted Turner to outline "CIA invol- 
vement"for us, having failed to make much impression on us with Salandria. 
However, once the meeting was started it was diverted from Garrison's a int- 
entions by Ward and Alcock to the much more interesting question of why Bradley 
was charged with conspiracy. 

Since Bradley was charged no-one in the office has been able to get a 
very clear picture of what the evidence against Bradley is. The general feeling 
has been that it is very weak, but no one knows for sure, It would be imposs- 
ible for Garrison to be anything but vagee on the subject, and Turner, who 
prinéipally worked on the case, had not been back to the office until today, 
Thus Charlie Ward and Jim Alcock were understandably interested in what Turner 
had to say, since they are in the position of having to assume a kind of legal 
responsibility for Garrison's actions, 

Turner was obviously very mich ‘iaateease at this sudden confrontation, 
and tried at the outset to revert to cozy speculation about the CIA. However 
Ward and Alcock were insistent, Basically the steps leading up to Bradley's 
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being charged were: 
1. Discovery of letter in our files by Bill Turner in September, 1967, 

This letter had been sent to Mike Karmazin on April 10, 1967, by Thomas L. 
Thornhill, "My information concerns a man named Edgar Eugene Bradley," Thorn- 
hill wrote, "One of my witnesses will testify to the fact that Mr Bradley 
tried to hire him to assassinate Mr Kennedy during his 1961 campaign in 
Calif." 

2. On Dec 18, 1967, Turner and Bill Boxley went to 6543 Fulton Ave., 
Van Nuys, Calif, to interview Thornhill. They found a Mrs Carol Aydelotte 
living there, Mixx She lived there with her lmsband and Thornhill, and was 
familiar with Thornhill's alleg&tions about Bradley. Bill Tamer wrote in 
a memorandum addressed to Mr Garrison (dated Feb 16, 1968) that "her acquain- 
tance with Bradley covered the span of the assasSination; and that he was cons- 
tantly harping on the fact that someone should kill Kennedy, She believes that 
as a result of her knowledge of these remarks, Bradley has lwaunched a campaign 
of intimidation and harassment against her, and the matter is currently pending 
in a civil suit in the local courts," 

3. Carol Aydelotte gave Turner and Boxley the names of two people who 
would coroborrate her story against Bradley. They were Dennis Mower of Lanc- 
aster, Calif.,, and the Rev. Wesley Brice, Pastor of the Hollywood Bible Pres— 
bytarian Church in North Hollywood, Turner and Boxley then interviewed Mower 

_ in Lancaster on Dec 19th, According to a memo which Boxley addressed to Mr, 
Garrison on the subject, "Mower confirmed that Bradley had attempted to recruit 
him to assassinate President Kennedy and he stated that he had reported the 
attempt to FBI agents Holbrook and Quinn. 

4. Boxley then interviewed Rev Brice on Dec 20th, but the results of this 
interview were not known to Turner at the time he addressed the members of the 
DA's office, On the results of this interview depended whether or not there 
was any New Orleans jurisdiction in the matter, Turner said, (When the results 
of the Brice interview became known, it turned out that Brice had said nothing 
about New Orleans in connection with Bradley.) 

As Turner explained it to us, the allegations against Bradley are as 
follows: 

1, He attempted to get Mower to shoot at Senator Kennedy, (as he then was,) 
from a storm drain system in Los Angeles, Aydelotte said that at this time 
Bradley had the blue prints of the storm drain system of the Sears Department 
Store Complex and Shopping Center on Laurel Canyon Road in Van Nuys. Bradley 
tried to induce Mower to hide in part of this system and take a shot at Kennedy 
as he came by. 

2. Hennis Mower corroborates this. 
3. Mrs Aydelotte further alleges that later, when JFK was President, Bradley 

rented a hotel room in L.A. on the occasion of JFK's visit, with a good sniper's 
vantage point. Turner reports that Mrs Aydelotte's mother can corroborate this 
in some way, but apparently her mother was not interviewed, 

4. Mrs Aydelotte says that Bradley is a close friend of a man named Lorenzo 
Pascillo, who fvom pictures has been identified as Loran Hall—at one time suspected 
of having visited Sylvia Odio with "Leon Oswald", Garrison is very interested in 
Hall, as is Dick Billings incidentally. 

5. Aydelotte says that Bradley has sadistic tendencies, Tirner noted that 
Bradley "beats his daughter, Jeanine Bradley, frequently and viciously." 

6, A Fort Worth Star-Telegram photograph showing two men in front of the 
School Book Depository apparently under arrest following the assassination was 
shown to Mrs Aydelotte, According to Turner, "without hesitation, she pointed 
to the lead man and said: 'That's Gene Bradley.!" : 

7. Some unspecified information fran Rev. Brice. Mrs Aydelotte did not 
know of any connections Bradley may have had with New Orleans, but according to 
her, "Dr. Brice may be able to help on this score," (It later turned out that 
Bradley had told Brice before the assassination that he had to "take a swing 
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through the South." Brice added that on the evening of the assassination he 
was at Mrs Bradley's home when Bradley called her, apparently from Dallas, ; 
but there does not seem to be any evidence for this either, (the! E.£.2. was in Dalles 

The office staff listening quietly through these explanations by Turner. 
When he had finished, Charlie Ward showed him the Dallas Morning News pictures 
of the same two tramps being led away. The facial angle is different, and the 
lead man obviously is not Bradley (though clearly the same man as in the other 
picture.) I don't think Turner had seen this picture before, and he was un- 
doubtedly very embarrassed by it, He hummed and hawed, but wouldn't positively 

say that it wasn't Bradley. 
Dick Burnes then immediately pointed out that even if we had jurisdiction 

over Bradley, which we appeared not to, he said, there is not even any alleg— 
ation of conspiracy at all in the statements of any of the witnesses Turner 

had mentioned, There was in fact, Burnes said, only a solicitation which was 
rejected, (Bradley solicited Mower.) Turner was obviously slightly put out 
by these virtual attacks, which must have seemed very different to him from 
the genial company of Garrison, I'm not surprised that Garrison didn't show 
up for the meeting. He probably knew something like this would happen. 

In any event, at appears that—-pending disclosures from Brice—we have, 
on the evidence as a result of which Bradley was charged: 

1. No evidence that Bradley was in New Orleans. 
2. Therefore no jurisdiction. 
3, No evidence that Bradley was in Dallas, (disregarding photo.) 
4. No evidence that Bradley conspired (legally) to assassinate JFK. 
5. No evidence linking Bradley to the Dealey Plaza outcome. 

Therefore there is not the slightest basis for Bradley having been charged, 
Everyone in the office was well aware of this after the meeting, and Bradley's 
arrest was universally regarded as a disaster for the office, Everything depends 

on Bradley not being extradited, 
Since Bradley was charged I note that the following two statements have 

appeared in the Bradley file--which has now been re-located in Ivon's office, 
and is not easy to lay one's hands on: 

1. A statement by Perry Russo(t), dated Dec 26, 1967, in which Russo 
states that he saw Bradley with David Ferrie sometime between March and October 
of 1963, in New Orleans, 

2. A statement by Roger Craig, dated Dec 29, 1967, in which he says he 
either saw or apprehended Bradley in frontk of the Book Depository after the 
assassination. This information (from Craig) was included in the extradition 
papers re Bradley. (Note, later: Richard Sprague, one of Garrison's most ardent 
and uncritical admirers whose specialty has been collecting photograps of 
the assassination, later found a picture of Craig talking to am man in front 
of the TSBD who looked like Bradley, but definitely was not him, according to 
Sprague. Sprague, who believes that the tramp picture depicts Bradley, no doubt 
appreciates that Bradley cannot both be the tramp being led away, and the non- 
tramp conversing with Craig.) 

Alcock pointed out that charging Bradley with the same crime as Shaw, 
and at the same time not being able to demonstrate any connection between the 
two conspizacies, looked really bad even if it was legally a possibility. He 
said he thought it would form the basis for some justifiable motions by the 
defense (Shaw's defense), demanding to know more details of the Bradley "cons— 
piracy." No doubt he would be able to skirt around any such demands, What does 
worry him, however, is the thought that Bradley might be extradited. "Letz 's 
keep our fingers crodsed," he said. 

Then there is the confusion about Leslie Bradley, It turns out that there 
is also a Leslie Bradley, who was a pilot, and who is believed to have been in 
New Orleans on the day of the assassination. Also something about him having 
known Ferrie. But at least this is not a case of mistaken identity, as some 
journalists seem to think, We knew nothing of Leslie Bradley until E, E, Bradley 
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Bradley had been charged, All the Leslie Bradley materidd was dug up by journ- 
alists, and it is their hypothesis that this is a case of mistaken identity. 

Wednesday, Feb 14, 1948 
I asked Bill Turacr when he came in if he had spoken to Garrison last 

night about what Rev, Brice reputedly said to Boxley on the subject of placing 
Bradley in New Orleans jurisdiction. Turner said he had not, and then made 
the following admission: that Garrison had told him the reason he was charging 
Bradley was a gambit in the publicity strugglé\than anything else. Apparently, 
according to Turner, Garrison does not really believe that Bradley is guilty. 
Alcock unfortunately removeé from the Bradley file the yellow legal sheet with 
Garrison's handwritten instructions re, Bradley charge, (sent by Garrison 
via the mails to Alcock, from L.A.) I saw it once, It began: "We've closed 
the circle on Bradley, He's involved, all the way... We have witnesses who 
place him in New Orleans too, so don't worry about jurisdiction..." (Unfort- 
unately I did not get a copy of this,) 

There is now considerable consternation in the office about Bradley, and 
fear lest Reagan extradite him, 

Garrison not in the office today. 
Jody Duek in again, trying to get the Shaw file from me, She sure has 

got nerve, I'll say that for her, I'm not about to give her the Shaw file, however. 
(Not that it's kept in my office now, It's kept in a special filing cabinet 
(lockable) in Louis Ivon's office, I can see it whenever I want to though, 

Martin McAuliffe came in and told us how he met Thornley at the Bourboh 
House-—innocently, it was obvious, McAuliffe had helped found Friends of Demo- 
cratic Cuba, Loisel and I interviewed him, Obviously quite an intelligent man, 
now teaching English I believe, or maybe was at the time he met Thornley. He 
described how Thornley told him he had literary ambitions, and so McAuliffe 
asked him to show him something. Thornley showed him his "novel" — in® fact it 
was not quite a novel, I think - and McAuliffe said it was pretty bad. Not 
mach other contact with Thornley, nor did McAuliffe see Oswald in the Bourbon 
House or anywhere else, McAuliffe clearly worried that if says the wrong thing, 
he's liable to get charged himself! 

Thursday, Feb 15, 1968 
Thomas Edward Beckham before the grand jury today, all day. Garrison is 

full of high hopes, talking about "a break in the case," ete., and hopefully 
points to a blurry picture in front of the TSBD, 

David Lewis came in and gave us some further information regarding the 
United Cuban Missionary Forse Beckham attempted to found, and Beckham's self- 
styled (to Lewis) membership in the CIA, I wrote up memo on Lewis' remarks, 
After Beckham emerged from the grand jury, Alcock was mocking the idea that 
anyone could believe (as Garrison does) that "a bum like that" would be working 
for the CIA, 

Turner related that Garrison intends to delay the Dulles subpoena until 
the Thornley perjury charge is issued, Turher apparently pointed out to Garrison 
that there was little basis for such a charge, 

We discussed the leak of Garrison's medical records, the Bolden case, and 
the anonymous letter from the Los Angeles FBI office to Ramsey Clark, (the latter 
was subsequently printed in the LA Free Press,) I told Turner that Bud Fenster— 
wald had told me in Washington over Xmas that the medical records affair was 
an FBI leak, Turner was interested and said he would like to "pin it down real 
tight" and do a story on it. The leak came out in the Chicago Tribune 3 days 
after the Turher-Garrison press conference in which Garrison mentioned the 
William Walter story. (To the effect that a telegram was sent to the FBI a few 
days before the assassination, or an inter-office TWX, containing a warning about 
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the assassination, This story about William Walter originated from a guy who 
came up to Mark Lane either before or after his talk at the Tulahe campus. 
Lane got the guy's name—Walter—and his story, that he had been working as 
@ clerk Zum in the local FBI bureau when this TWX came through, but that ib 
all, In other words, no one ever saw a copy of the TWX. In any event, Garrison 
used it as an opportunity to attack the FBI~one of the rare occasions when he has attacked then, incidentally. If faxemex Fensterwald is right, the FBI 
immediately retaliated with the medical records, Seems plausible. Turner, 
who worked for the FBI, says the Chicago Tribune is frequently used by the 
Bureau as a "leak" organ, 

Turner mentioned what is in some ways Garrison's least explicable faults 
his refusal to accept help when it is offered, In some instances these offers 
come fron a direction which Garrison has specifically indicated interest in, 
and therefore ought to be interested in getting help from that quarter. Turner 
gave the example of Robert De Pugh, the Minuteman leader, De Pugh has indic~ 
ated to Turner in an interview that he accepts Garrison's thesis that renegade 
Minutemen are "involved" in the assassination, He would like to see Garrison, 
and even has names to give him, Garrison is well aware of this offer of help, but, to date at least, refuses to see De Pagh, 

I told Turner of another pbvhous example—that of George DeMohrenschildt, 
Although he was Oswald's closest and virtually only friend in Dallas, and from 
his background might quite reasonably be suspected of having been a CIA agent, 
and has written to Garrison expressing a desire to talk to him, Garrison (till now) won't even answer his letter. 

Another person Garrison could probably have gotten help from, if he had 
approached the matter tactfully, was Henry Wade, the Dallas D.A, (who, like 
Garrison, is a former FBI agent.) However, instead, Garrisogi took the first 
opportunity to attack Wade, and the Dallas police Dept, 

A consistent pattern in this investigation has been the failure to talk 
to people thought to be involved before issuing a warrant for them, This is 
true of Shaw (only briefly interviewed by Sciambra on Dec 23, 1966) Gordon 
Novel, Edgar Eugene Bradley, Sergio Arcacha, Loran Hall and Lawrence Howard, 
(the latter two were subpoenaed as material witnesses.) My interview with Jack 
Lawrence was one of the few instances where we knew what the person under 
suspicion had to say about what he was doing, etc, Garrison fears, of course, 
that if you talk to these people you alert them and they somehow vanish off 
the map, destroy the evidence etc. I think Garrison also believes that it is 
a waste of time to talk to suspects, because if they are involved, they obviously 
aren't going to admit it, which is still not a very good argument for not talking 
to them, 

Friday, February 16, 1968 
Bill Boxley arrived back, apparently now convinced of the involvement of 

Jack Lawrence, Why? Because of Boxley's conversations recently with two mx 
Downtown-Lincoln Mercury ex-emplyees named Rozelle and Falzone. Rozelle points 
out that that Lawrence was hired by one Lorenz, a German (CIA etc., according 
to Boxley,) who is also "involved", I pointed out to Boxley that the only way 
we can get arthing solid on Lawrence is to find the actual person who retrieved 
the car in Dealey Plaza, Boxley thinks it was Lorenz, 

Alcock still appears outraged by the Bradley business and said he would 
refuse to try the case if Bradley is extradited, I get the feeling that Alcock 
will be leaving the office fairly soon, Dulles and Novel were subpoenaed today, 
and story in papers, Dulles reportedly laughed when told on phone by a reporter that Garrison had subpoenaed him, 

The FBI replied to Sciambra's letter of Jan 22 regarding Reeves Morgan and the Clinton episode, Sciambra was trying to get confirmation from the FBI that Reeves Morgan had contacted the FBI in '63, The FBI reply was guarded, and gave no indication whether or not they had had pater waening of the Clinton episode, 
Knewn abort
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Saturday, February 17, 1968 
Briefly went into office in afternoon and talked to Ivon, who has been 

away all week, Garrison just leaving when I arrived, with Sciambra, Mark Lane 
and Gary Sanders, No developments, 

Monday, February 19, 1968 

Garrison in the office bright and early today, Jim Alcock says he has 
papers drawn up for a perjury charge against Thornley, 

I detected a distinctly cool wind today from Ivon and Steve Bordelon. 
What's up? Very odd reaction from Garrison regarding the statement Sanders 
got fron, Augustinovich, He is some Sanders has dug up from the Miami area 
and he apparently is prepared to testify that Oswaldwis somehow connected 
with the CIA, When Sanders' memo to Garrison on this was returned by Garrison, 
it had_"irrelevmant area" written across the front page in Garrison's hand, 
Although I am not exactly Sanders' best friend, I sympathise w s chagrin 
at this strange response, Here he is, the poor guy, doing his best to please 
the boss, comes mething one would surely have predicted would have 

pleased arrison,—and he gets Slapped dow for ik. My eeling is—and Alcock 
shares it--that even if this is unreliable information (and I have not had a 
chance to talk to Augustinovich) at least it is an attempt to link Oswald with 
the CIA, which is more than we've had before. Now that there is some evidence 
for Garrison's pronunciamentos, he promptly rejects it, I can't figure it out, 
except that I_spnse something strange: Garrison doesn't like Sanders, for some 
reason, I'm not sure, but I sense that Sanders comes on too strong for Garrison. 
Sanders turns him off in some way, and it doesn't matter what Sanders comes 
up with—a picture of the assassin behind the picket fence—I'm not sure G, 
wouldn't disregard it just to snub hin, 

Another odditys Alcock is very nonchalant about the Thornley charge, whereas 
before he was. threatening to resign if Thornely shoul p 
or some reason, he's decided to reconcile himself to it, 

Barbara Reid in the office today, and Boxley spent most of the day in 
Garrison's office with her. Louis Ivon told Sanders to tel Jody Duek not to 
dome in any more. Garrison came into my office in the afternoon, and politely 
asked if I would mind leaving for a short while, while he talked to Willard 
Roberg$son alone there, Trying to squeexe more money out of him, apparently, 
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fe) being put onto the 44 Camp St--Information Council of the Americas 
angle, Not a bad idea, ou we'll see mich action. 

Tuesday, Feb 20, 1968 
Another quiet day, Worked on correspondence, Reflected that the mail is 

the most interesting thing comeing into the office these days, I imagine it 
would fascinate a social scientist, and a detailed analysis of it would be 
book length, 

~Eapers being dtewe up—on_Kerry Thornley. which both Alcock and Burnes 
refuse to sign, There is no doubt in my mind that Thornley is completely 
mnnocent of perjury and everything else. 

Ivon and Bordelon working on materila for Gordon Novel suit, and I trans 

cribed Novel's original'Mr., Weiss'note, Not mch today, 
Boxley id being put on regularassistant D.A, payroll, which will therefore 

allow "special investigation funds" to run further, I.e., plan is to get Boxley's 
salary paid by City funds, I'm paid, as usuab, out of the Fines and Fees 
fund. (As I have been all along, with the exception of a couple of pay checks 
when I was in Washington, which were drawn og the J.G, Safi account—Truth or 
Consequences, I also got one pay check apparently drawn on Garrison's personal 
checking account.) Garrison says he's going to have Boxley working here from 
now on. "I'm not going to do Henry Wade's work for him any more," Garrison said, 

Going through Oswald's note book, Garrison said: "You see, he had Chandlers 
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name in there, but he spelled it Crawford." This sounds like a typical piece 
of Garrison wishful thinking, but in this instance it.might be true, Chandler 
admits that he did meet Oswald in N.O. when he was working for the States-Iten, 
and Oswald very likely would have written down his name in his book, and was 
quite capable of writing David Crawford instead of David Chandler, 

Wednesday, February 21, 1968 
_Thornley charged with perjury today. Garrison issued _a footnoted press 

release, with a > Like a miniature term paper or something, He showed 
it to me evident pride, 

The basis for the perjury charge is straightforward. Barbara Reid says 
that she saw Thornley with Oswald in the Bourbon House in the summer of 1963, 
Thornley says he was not with Oswald at that time, and did not see him in the 

e, I gather that Garrison has one other witnass—-Pete Diagno (sp?) 
but I have not seen a copy of his statement. However I note that Diagno is 
re I used to hang out quite often in the Bourbon House 
myse n the summer of 1963. I was there for parts of June, July, August and 
September, I recall that I used to see Diagno in there almost every day, and 
Barbara Reid would be there quite often too, generally with a camera slung 
around her neck, Sciambra would often be there as well, generally hanging 
around with the Diagno crowi—a rather unattractive bunch whose main topic 
of convers&tion seemed to be "broads" and betting, I would go there quite often 
with my English friend Warwick Reynolds, Warwick knew Thornley quite well, 
although I did not know that at the time, and I never saw Thornley until he 
was in the office the other day, as far as I can recollect. I certainly cannot 
recall seeing Oswald there, The Bourbon House clientele was large and varied-- 
most of the people who actually lived in the French Quarter within a several 
block radius would go there at one time or another, Part of its charm was that, 

although it was in the center of the tourist section, tourists would almost 
never go in, They would poke their heads round the door, take one look and 
leave, I y that if one had_ never known Oswald before, it would be 
impossible to remembé going there unless he went there regularly. And 
I bm sare-he aid not. I? he had been a regular cusomer, many of the B House 
regulars would remember him, As it is, my feeling is that Oswald probably never 
went there, and there are scarcely any other reports that he was ever in the 
French Quarter, which did not seem to attract him particularly. 

Actually, it is_inconceivable that Thornley saw Oswald at the Bourbon 
House, unless you_are prepared to ieve he saw him, spoke to him, and 
did not recognise him, Necense 17 ne Tu asee_Din and Fecognised him, he would 
undoubtedly Have mecounted the episode _bet or the Warren Commission, and put 
it in his book about Oswald, As Epstein points out, Thornley wrote a book about 
Oswald, which as it was, was extremely short of materia about the alleged 
assassin, 

I note that Lifton has been doing quite a bit of research on the Thornley 
matter. 

Thursday, Feb 22, 1968 
Office closed for George Washington's birthday. I went in to the office 

in the afternoon, As usual when the office is closed, Garrison was there, I 
talked to him for close to an hour in his office, Umsually, he outlined the 

future possibilities for the investigation. For the first time, he seems to 
be seeing an end to it, and he talked about the thing being over by the 
summer time, and talked about everyone taking vacations, etc., which he said 
there had not been time for up till now, Before that, however, he seems to 
want to charge FE (INCA—-now with Patrick "Up With ee Frawley of 
chick) and_Carlos Bringuier. Garrison says that the conspirators—generally 

referred to as "they"—-performed two functions with Oswald in New Orleans: 
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1) "Cutodial", and 2) "Image-creating", By custodial he refers to "baby-sitting", 
generally looking after, and making sure that he behaves properly. By image 
creating he means preparing the ground-work for later representing Oswald as 
a Communist. pegoneing to Garrison, this latter role was performed largely . 
by Thornley, Butler and Bringuier, The custodial work was done by Shaw and 
F errie, an arrison regards this part of the mystery as cleared up 
and dealt with. The common link to all of these people is—Garrison says——the 
CIA. 

Alcock had_a_ confrontation with Garrison today—alone in his office, I 
asked Alcock what had happened when he came out, He said that he had told 
Garrison that_he didn't believe anything Garrison was saying about the CIA etc., 
and that none of it could be proved _in court, Alcock added, for good tieasure, 
that no-one else in the office (except Boxley) believed it either, Then Alcock 
saids "You kno et diturbed when Be see you listening to Boxley, giving 

sss you all that bull..." 
~~ "Ive Téarned_one thing about BoxLey,"%Garrison replied, "He's right," 

Alcock told me this as though he was exasperated be Garrison, but also 
as though he was amused by him, "That guy," says Alcock, shaking his head and 
grinning slichtly, "he's something, isn't he?" Alcock went on again about "all 
these bums" like Beckham and Jack Martin supposedly working for the CIA, _ 

Friday, Feb 23, 1968 
Garrison did not come in, Ivon told me that Lawrence Howard was coming 

in to the office tomorrow with Steve Burton from the West Coast, Mark Lane 
in office today. He's not been in for some time, 

Sunday, Feb 25, 1968 
Howard in office with Steve Burton, Steve had persuaded him to come to 

New Orleans voluntarily, without an attorney, etc., and talk to Garrison. 
Howard is an immensely powerful looking man, with a great barrel chest, but 
is surprisingly mild in voice and manner, He also seemed quite intelligent, 
During the course of the afternoon (tape recorded by Louis Ivon) he persuaded 
Garrison that he had nothing to do with the assassination. He answered questions 
tactfully, and gave in to Garrison's expectation whenever it was feasible 
and didn't actually incriminate anyone. E.@. he would agree that the CIA 
undoubtedly had connections in the Miami area during the summer of 1963, but 
id not give us any names, He handled Garrison cl I thought, and I'm 
sure he could have told Us Hite although T was alse persiadal thai-ho Enow 
nothing whatever about the assassination. But Howard was_smart enough to 

Y pa Garr 
Wy Steve Burton seems an intelligent young man, definitely above the average 

"Assassination Inquiry Committee" type, Even Louis Ivon, who generally despises 
these people (too often, he has to end up giving them DA's investigator cred- 
entials,) appooves of Burton. 

Monday, February 26, 1968 
When I arrived in the office in the morning, Steve Burton was already 

there, going through some-of—the files in my office, Evidently Ivon had let 
him in, Of course, most of the sensitive files (Shaw, Bradley, Kimmie Thornley) 
are not there, but in Louis Ivon's office, Burton had, however, made a bee 
line for the next most interesting file—Ferrie (actually two files on Ferrie.) 
He had looked through x% them already and was looking at something else, I 
started to talk to him about something and then he saidg "I think it's a 
good idea not keeping the Shaw file here where people could see it. I notice 
you have got all the important material withdrawn from the Ferrie Tite-as-well." 
I said nothing, just ely nodded. Of course, he had seen the Ferrie file in 
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Tuesday, Feb 27, 1968 
Office closed for Mardi Gras, I later learned from Louis Ivon that 

Garrison came in, as usuak when no one else is there, 

Wednesday, February 28, 1968 
Nothing mich, Answered letters. Garrison not in, 

Thursday, Feb 29, 1968 
Ditto, 

Friday, Rebruary £9 March 1, 1968 
Lane came in and asked for materi&& on Mays which I had previously 

shown to Garrison, Garrison had been unimpressed at the time, but was later 
persuaded otherwise by Lane, and Boxley was then sent to Miami to meet Mays, 
He carried a copy of Rush To Judgment in his hand to act as an identification 
Signal, Mays originally contacted Tink Thompson, who sent Mays' letter to me, 
Mays also had contacted Ed Horsey in Michigan (a low grade assassination buff) 
an nformation on to ays claims to have beén-appr=— 
coached to take part in the assassination, and now wan 25,000 to tell all, 

Sunday, March 3, 1968 
Did not go in to office, and Garrison is briefly out of town, but I 

received an_alam call fron Sylvia Meagher who had heard (I think) from Tink 
Thompson that Garrison "no longer trusted me," I then called Thompson, and 
learned that this information came fran Horsey , via Mark Lane, 

Monday, March 4, 1968 . 

Garrison still away. Did memo on "4900 Block, Magazine Street", at Garrison's 
request, Garrison believes that the 4900 block of Magazine Street is a "safe 
block", ie owned by the CIA, and used as a sort of parking place for agents 
awaiting assignments, 

Tuesday, March 5, 1968 
Change of Veme hearing opened, I spoke to Hoke May in the corridor of the 

Criminal Court Building and I expressed some interest in the 544 Camp St, 
affair, He told me about Bill Nitschke, an ex-FBI agent who used to hang 
around with Guy Banister, He said that Nitschke had been shown the WDSU pic— 
ture of the unidentified man passing out the leaflets with Oswald and had 
identified him as having been up in Banister's office at one time, I had not 
heard this before, but it is of interest as it connects two of the unresolved 
problems about Oswald in New Orleans--the unidentified man and 544 Camp St. 

Hoke May said that he and Ross Yockey had written a book about the Gar- 
rison investigation, but that he had just recently received a rejection slip 
from his agent in New York, saying that it would be impossible to get it 
published because there was basically no interest in the case among publishers, 
He and Yockey are now handing their material over to Mark Lane, May informez 

me, Very generous of them. I also breifly spoke to David Chandler, covering 
the hearing for Life. 

In the evening Matt Herron came in and spoke to i ra in my office 
re_ the Phelan story. "Going over the chronology for them again, Moo?" Alcock 
remarked 63 HS welved by, grinning all over his face, Sciambra now has an 
interesting addition to his story, which I had not heard before. That Russo, 
when he initially talked to Sciambra in Baton Rouge, (Feb 25, 1967) referred 

to the , 
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"meeting" as a political meeting and not as a party. It was only in the 
sodium pentothal sessions with Chetta the the word "party" was used, Thus, 
Sciambra did not refer to a party in nis womo. The trouble is, as Sciambra 
still does not seem to understand, this still doe lain why he did 
not refer to a political meeting tn his memo, The point of the discission 
with Herron was to go over—with Russo at a later date--the substance of 
Phelan's discussion with Russo in Baton Rouge after the Preliminary Hearing. 
Herron was present at this discussion. 

Sciambra also said, and Herron corroborated, that when Phelan spoke to 
Russo in BR after the Prelim Hearing, Phelan told Russo that he had only menté& 
ioned seeing Shaw twice, and was quoted thus in Sciambra's memo. To this 
Russo replied, "I should have said three times," Sciambra doesn't seem to 
realise how damaging this reply is, if it really is what Russo said, Because 
if so. it néans tiat-Wisso ie adni¢ting that he didn't mention the conspiracy 
meeihhg to Sciambra in Baton Rouge, If he had in fact mentioned it,-and Sciambra' 
had omitted it, Russo's logical answer to Phelan would have been, "He should 
have said three times." 

$e Fee Seens Lone eT asso ae noe mention. the conspiracy meeting 
to Sciambra at Baton Rouge--allk& the evidence points to that conclusion. 

ciambra says that the reason he did not include it in his memo was that he 
was so anxious to tell Garrison on about it that he told him verbally at a rest- 

ee back from Baton Rouge. I must say that is pretty 
hard to believe, I élan is right--as it looks as though he is-—-Sciambra 
would have done mech better to have admitted as mch, As it is, he is ina 
real jam,\ which will no doubt be evaded in legal proceedings. Of course, if 
Fusso did not mention the conspiracy meeting the first time, then Shaw is 
innocent, Because Russo was the only witness they had when Shaw was arrested, 
All the other evidence that has been accumlated comes either after the arrest 
(Bundy) or after the widely publicised Preliminary Hearing Jeverything else.) 
No this later evidence can have any vaxlidity if there was no basis for 
the initial arrest.. 

Which brings me to today's hearing, One point strongly emerged: the 
blatant way in which the judge contimally sided with the state. If the trial 
itself goes this way, things do not auger too well for Shaw. I r, 1 wish I knew 
why criminal judges apparently find it necessary to reside in the pocket of 
the D.A. Garrison was on the stand for hours, bt little was accomplished 
as Haggerty sustained nearly all of the states objections. Specifically, he 
was not permitted to respond to the question: did the Shaw conspiracy come 
to fruition in Dallas? The defenses point is that Garrison, by talking publicly 
so much about a conspiracy, has prejudiced potential jurors' minds on an issue 
which remains to be proved—-that there was in fact a conspiracy, The state # 
objects to most questions on the ground that the question is only relevant 
if it can be shown that a potential juror has been prejudiced, and Garrison 
is not a potential juror, 

Wednesday, March 6, 1968 
Second day of hearing, which I did not attend, Defense has subpoenaed 

1300 potential jurors, Mark Lane was on the stand today, and he came back and 
glowingly told Garrison of his replies to Dymond, 

Garrison in a good mood today, full of ideas about 4900 block, Magazine. 
I am now starting to make duplicate files for Garrison-~at his request, He 
believes that one day we will come into the office and find that the files 
have been ransacked by the CIA or whoever, Ivon concedes that this is a rid- 
iculous idea, and reluctantly told me to go ahead and start making duplicate 
files. He's afraid that Garrison will show them to everyone, Ivon tipped me 

off to start off with unimportant files, in the hope that by the time we get 
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to the important ones, Garrison will have forgotten about it, 
Garrison.said he had raised some money from an'industrialist in Miami, 

enough to last four or five months, and says that he will give me a raise 
and hire someone else in Florida to work on the case, 

i'm working on the Guy Banister angle o Camp St., and told Garrison 
about it, I found that there was a memo in the files of an interview with 
Bill Nitschke, and he discusses various people in the WDSU picture, but 
according to a numbered system, and the picture with the numbers on the figures 
is not there, I told garrison of the possible importance of Bill Nitschke 
and he said maybe he would talk to him again, Garrison seemed to have for= 
gotten about him. 

Thursday, March 7, 1968 
A letter arrived from a lady in Ohio who had bought a $750 "teletrap" 

from Gordon Novel--a device which is supposed to prevent phones being 
bugged. She complains to us that.it does not work, (How does she know?) 
Ivon told me that the D,A, in Columbus, Ohio—Howard Johnson—is now helping 
us. Why? Because Gordon Novel's attorney there, Weiner, is running against 
him in the next D.A, election. ae 

Bill Turner in town again, and in the evening I had dinner with him 
and 5 very ofid friends he met through Warren Hinckle of Ramparts, Also present 
were Jim Garrison, and Harold Weisberg, At the end of the evening (a private 

room in the Rib Room of the Royal Orleans Hotel) Mark Lane also showed up. 
The five friends were a young English couple (not marri Mark Pepplo and 
Caroline X (didn't ge he last names,) a young American couple, Bill Y 
and Ellen 2, and another young bearded American, All were dressed more or 
less as beatniks, However they_appeared to have unlimited money. One, Bill 
Y gave Garrison $2000 cash, in $100 bills. However that was by no means the 
whole story. They were talking in tarms of mch larger sums in an apparently 
serious attempt to get Garrison to run for President! They are also interested 
in doing a movie about Garrison, although they do not seem to have a very 
clear idea of what they want to do with it or how to do it, In addition, 
they want Jim Garrison to write a book for something called Chelsea House 

publishers, which I ove OO en ees See or. 
Garrison has been expressing interest in the idea of writing a book about 
the case, which I gather will be on the order of the Salandria-Katon pieces 
Why Kennedy was killed. 

Weisberg dominate tion to an unpleasant extent at dinner, 
He hardly stopped talking or attempting to inflate his ego in some way, Spazrow, 
for instance--the Warden of All Souls who recently came out with a pro-Warren 
piece, is "afraid to debate" Weisberg. How many times have we heard this 
drivel from Weisberg! He annoys me more and more, he is so stupid and besides 
he is a compulsive collaborator with newsmen—a weakness which resulted in 
his suspension as a Senate investigator, as I believe Joe Pyne alleged, 

The three young Americans we had dinner with (and who footed the $100 
bill) have reached the outer limits of paranoia--far worse than anything I 
have encountered before, They routinely book airline tickets to Europe every 
week—-are on constant stand-by, so to speak—so that they canx leave suddenly 
before kke "the fanks are on the streets", Ellen, a very glum and depressing 
girl, told me with perfect seriousness that she hardly ever reads the papers 
any more, but when she does she assumes the exact opposite of what she reads 
to be true, Garrison is sympathetic to this kind of orientation, and he made 
a great impression on them, listening to them politely and agreeing with them, 
then adding something of his own about the CIA, etc in weighty, definitive 
tones. They obviously assumed that everything he said was gospel truth. Most 
of the ee ha kapk Weisberg kept butting in, however, going on about Bringuier, 
Pena, etc, 



37 

What really characterizes these papanoid people, of course, is their total 
ignorance of the facts, None knew anything whatever about the case, admitted 
as much, and assumed that everything Garrison said was literally true. Para= 
noia, it seems is the perfect excuse for intellectual laziness: what's the 
point of reading about it anyway because all we are ever told is lies. 

It was curious that such scruffy and young looking people should have 
so mich money, and at one point I asked one of them, Bill Y, I believe, a 
question along those lines, He gave some rather vague answer about striking 
very lucky on the stock market, 

F 

Friday, March 8, 1968 
In the morning a large body of the DA's office staff watched Mark Lane's 

"Rush To Judgment" at the Parid Theater on Elysian Fields. Not mch to say 
about it except that it was a surprisingly dull film, and amateurish, We 
then returned to the DA's office where some of us saw rushes of Mark Lane's 
currently-being-made film about the Garrison investigation. We saw one part, 
which consisted of Garrison talking, at home, the usual stuff, Another segment 
consisted of Dago Garner being interviewed by Lane. Garner calmly sat there 
and told a story about seeing Clay Shaw with Oswald somewhere—obviuusly a 
blatant lie, In fact it was sokxaxem brazen that I involuntarily laughed out 
loud. This was in Garrison's office, with Garrison, Lane etc., there, I don't 
imagine Lane was too pleased, but honestly, Dago Garner is going too far, 
Alcock has said that if it ever comes to trigl he will refuse to put Garner 
on the stand, or if Garrison insists, he will refuse to question him, 

The paranoid group was also in the office, to the consternation of every- 
one else—beatniks with leather javkets wakking about the DA's office as though 
they owned the place. 

Turner told me a rumor that Epstein's piece will not be published in the 
New Yorker because it was "too bitter", I don't believe this for one mimte, 
Steve Jaffe called with some non-believable news about RFK running for Pres— 
ident on a pro-Garrison ticket!! He also had some believable news: that Billings 
and Life are about to do an unfavorable story on the investigation. 

Had supper in the evening with Bill Turner at Felix's, He's on some kind 
of expense account paid for by the paranoid group. They had flow him to 
New York, and then come down with him to New Orleans, paying all his expenses. 
So Turner paid the bill, He admitted that they had turned out to be aomething 
of an embarrassment to him, He thought they really were serious about trying 
to get Garrison to run for President, He agreed that there seemed to be some 
kind of a puzzle about ot the from, and said he did not 
oe pee aka sory. bi smsed me that Turner said that they had 
apparently become convinced, in the course of last nights dinner, that Weisberg 
worke They had tonfided this In Turner today, apparently. To them, 
it was simply "obvious" that Weisberg was a CIA agent, Turner laughed at this, 
and conceded tha at was going too far, Turner said he thought that Lane's 
second film would be better than the first, "because it contains the central 
character of Garrison," 

Saturday, March 9, 1968 
Went to office in the afternoon, Bill Boxley—whofeturned from Miami 

yesterday, and Bill Turner were there, Garrison gave Turner $300 cash to give 
to one Jim Rose in California _to come back to New Orleans and be hired as an 
investigator. Turner highly recommends Rose, a youngish guy with flying exper- 
ience an itary comnec who 4s a fairly aggressive investigator, 
according to Turner, He told us some story about Rose simply gling some 
guys house when he wanted to get some information (one of the California right 
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wingers Garrison is interested in--may have been Stanley Drennan or someone 
like that,) Anyway this guy came back when Rose was right in the act of going 
through his house, Rose had some kind of a gun which squirts a digabling gas 
or fluid, fired it at the guy and escaped, 

Boxley, at Garrison's request, had put a WANTED picture of the "Frenchman" 
in the 'Bingo! picture (the two tramps in Dealey Plaza) with an offer of a 
thouBand dollar reward if he is found, The picture was put in the Miami News, 
together with a sizeable front page story, This is pretty silly of Garrison. 
If the guy sees his own picture all he has to do is come in and collect hhe 
money. Moreover, he would kill two of Garrison's birds with one stone, because 
at the same time he would be able to reveal the identity of 'Bingo', and prove 
that it was not Bradley. If someone fron the Dallas police Dept. sees the pic- 
ture, he might also be able to get the reward, Because 'Bingo! and 'Frenchman'! 
were presumably both booked on November 22, 1963, and it ought to be possible 
to find out their names if you are in the Department, 

I had mistakenly thought that they had put the 'Manuel Garcia Gonzalez! 
picture in the paper, which would have been a mich better idea, I suggested 
this to Garrison and he thought it might be worth doing. 

Boxley and Turner left, and then there was an embarrassing moment when 
I nade Soke TamaFE BDout—*thSse pe le" being pretty crazy, referring to the 
paranoid group. Garrison thinkige Twas Tet atring wo Boatey and Turner, dis— 
agreed, I then clarified who I was referring to, and he admitted that they had 
been a bit too mech for him 

“Garrison's outlook regarding the investigation has definitely taken a 
change in the last two or three weeks. He is now sick of "new leads", and doesn't 
want leads checked out which are not already x "a part of the existing struc- 
ture." I think he realises the thing could go on proliferating for ever, and 
he apparently sees an end to it after, say, another 4 or 5 months, He seems to 
think that we have "made our point", It looks like Garrison is, at last, getting 
bored with the whole business, As for Clay Shaw, he is supregmly conf ident 
that it_will never come to trial, ove him back to the N.0.A.C., where he 
said he would make some calls, 

Sunday, March 10, 1968 
Did not go in to office, 

Monday, March 11, 1968 
Garrison not in office, Not much happened that I recall. Chandler judg- 

ment reached in Federal Court, 

Tuesday, March 12, 1968 
nt in bri th Gary Schoener from Minneapolis, and Mark Lane, 

Schoener has been collaborating with Salandria and Katen. Talked to him briefly 
in my office. In afternoon I read the transcript of a v. interesting interview 
Garrison had with Jack Martin, on Dec 14, 1966, It lays down much of the sub- 
sequent case, as he links Oswald with Ferrie, and also, obscurely, Sergio Arcacha 
Smith, whom Garrison evidently had not heard of until Martin mentioned him, The 
interview was tape recorded, 

In the evening, 7-9 pm., there was a cocktail party at the Monteleone 
Hotel for the DA's convention being held in New Orleans this year, Arlen Specter 
and Garrison were both there, but they did not speak to each other, degpite 
efforts by a New York Times reporter to get them together. Garrison stood near 
the center of the room, surrounded by the likes of Bordelon, Gnd Lynn Loisel, 
receiving people rather grandly, I spoke to a guy from Oskaloosa, Iowa, quite 
young. I asked him who the DA was and he said he was, I asked him how many worked 
in ‘the office and he said "I'm the only one." No sign of anyone fram the Dallas 
office, incidentally. Specter left without even looking in Garrison's direction. 
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Wednesday, March 13, 1968 
I located a copy of the Corliss Lamont pamphlet which Oswald had on 

his person when arrested here in August, 1963. It was in the N.O.P.D. Intel= 
ligence Division files, Frederick O'Sullivan brought it up fram the Police 
Department, (He was questioned by the Warren Commission about his knowledge 

of Oswald, and was one of two witnesses Liebeler asked about Ferrie.) 
O'Sullivan showed it to Garrison—-who said we would be able to use it at the 
trial. It has the "FPCC, 544 Campk St., N.O. La." stamp on the 39th page. I 

_ Sent a xerox copy to Paul Hoch at Berkeley. He has been doing a lot of detailed 
research on this one point, and hag tried to track down all existing copies 
of this pamphlet, Hoch makes an interesting point about its the FBI got a 
copy from Oswald in August, 1963, and thus knew about his presumed connections 
with 544 Camp St three months before the assassination. There appears to 
have been no investigation of 544 Camp St byk the FBI, despite their claim 
(to the Secret Service) that they had "checked this angle out thoroughly". 

Weisberg still hanging around the office, driving everyone grazy. 
Garrison not in, Boxley has gone back to Texas, 

Thursday, March 14, 1968 
Today Dick Billings, associate editor of Life magazine arrived in New 

Orleans, having received a letter from Jim Garrison assuring him of immun- 
ity from subpeena or anys other legal entanglement, In the morning Garrison 
came into my office and told me that Billings was arriving that afternoon, 
and was planning to stay for three months, I asked him what I was supposed 
to dé if Billings came into my office, Was I to co-operate with him, as we 
had in the past, and show him the files? Garrison said emphatically not, and 
that he was now convinced that Life was now working with the Federal Govt, 
and that he himself wasn't even going to talk to Billings. He said he would 
prefer it if I didn't see Billings socially outside the office, although he 
added that he wasn't exactly ordering me notz to, 

It should be noted that a week ago we received word from the West Coast 
that Life was preparing an article about the case which would be published 
at the time of the Shaw trial, and which would cast the investigation in a & 
derogatory light, Also, on March 11,% Federal District judge James Comiskey 
rules that Life stringer David Chandler did not have to testify before the 
Orleans Parish grand jury as to his alleged knowledge of organised crime i 
Orleans Parish, Also today, Jim Garrison addressed the National District 
Attorneys Convention, and he attacked the judge's decision on the grounds 
that there was collusion between the Federal District court, Life magazine 
and the Federal Government. He added that they were engaged in a conspiracy 

to suppress the Zapruder film, among other things. 
By way of retaliation, Garrison decided to subpoena the Zapruder film 

today. The subpoena was drawn up by Dick Burnes, and he requested my assis— 
tance in including some details about the actual film itself, I considered 
it important to clarify whether we were subpoenaing the original film, or 
a copy. I advised Burnes that it would be better to subpoena a first gener- 

_ ation copy, as I was quite sure that the magazine wasn't going to take the 
original out of their safe for anyone, and that we would therefore have a 
better chance of success if we supoenaed a copy. The matter was referred to 
Garrison, I went into his office, (Harold Weisberg and Moo Sciambra were in 
there at the time,) and again recommended that we subpoena a copy. However, 
Garrison was adamant that we subpoena the original. I got the impression that 
he hadn't thought about which copy to subpoena until I raised the question, 
I also got the impression that he was less concerned about getting a copy of 
the film to show at the triah than he was about making trouble for Life. In 
any event, the subpoena was drawn up in the afternoon, I discussed the matter 
with Jim Alcock, and he agreed that it would be better to request a copy. 
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I pointed out that, from the point of view of the trial, it would presumably 
be effective to show the film, and that we were therefore presumably con- 
cerned about the outcome of the subpoena--unlike the Dulles subpoena, for 
example, Alcock said it would be even better simply to ask for the film, with- 
out subpoenaing it at all, especially as Billings was coming in that very 
afternoon, 

At 3:00 pm. Billings arrived ink the office, and sat outside in the lobby, 
waiting to be invited in, Eventually he spoke to Jim Alcock in Alcock's office, 
Billings at that time advised that Life was outraged by Garrison's recent 
statements about them in front of a large proportion of the D.A,'s in the 
country, and that Life's lawyers were instituting contempt preoceedings 
against Garrison as a result. Alcock told him of the new office policy with 
regard to Billings, and that they had been told not to provide him with any 
more information, 

Friday, March 15, 1968 
Billings had still failed to reach Garrison, and he therefore came into 

the office again, (Garrison not in office, of course.) He spoke to Alcock — 
and Louis Ivon on this occasion, and they told him of the subpoena of the 
Zapruder film, which was in fact issued today. I saw Billings briefly soon 
after he had met with Alcock and Ivon, He seemed depressed by his failure 
to make any headway; he told me he was leaving Life on April 1, 1968, with 
plans to be a freelance writer. We agreed to meet that evening to discuss the 

whole matter further. 
I met Billings at 7 pm. and we discussed the whole subject of the assass- 

ination and the Garrison investigation for several hours, Clearly, his pos- 
ition is that he wants to write a book about the subject, and he has already 
approached about six publishers in New York, without receiving any encourag- 
ement, He feels that his problem is that he is unable to reach any conclusion 
on the subject, I am not too clear exactly what he means by this, but ny 
guess is that because he has been out of touch with the office since about 
September means that he does not feel that he can make any positive state- 
ments about the validity of Garrison's case. (Later, 1969: Billings' position 
is clearer to me now, His problem at that time was that he was trying to 
justify——both to himself and to his employers,—the position he had taken 
with regard to the Garrison investigation; ie, he had failed to advise his 
editors of the weakness of the Garrison case, an oversight which was, I believe, 
the cause of his losing his job with the magazine, Billings held off and held 
off blowing the whistle on Garrison for reasons which are probably complex, 
Although this is speculation, my guess would be that Billings did this (a) 
because he thought there were genuine doubts about the assassination problen, 
and that Garrison might eventually hit on the solution, (b) Billings evidently 
had a great deal of information about Cuban exile—type plots in Miami—I 
mean solid evidence that such plots existed, and was hoping to see Garrison 
tie in these plots to the Dealey Plaza outcome, He had half the story and 
he was hoping Garrison would provide the other—vital--half, Boxley's remark— 
life lost interest in us when we lost interest in the Cuban exiles--makes 
sense in this context, (c) and this is probably by no means least--Billings 
undoubtedly liked and admired Garrison in many ways, and probably thought 
that it would constitute betrayal if he informed his editors of some of the 
realities of the Garrison investigation, And by the end of the evening, Re 
had convinced me that he was very well aware of the realities, probably more 
so than any other journalist who has worked on the case,) 

In general, I feel that Billings and I share a similar position about 

the Warren Report. He does not believe that there was a conspiracy on the 
part of the government, the Warren Commission or the FBI to conceal the 
truth, but that a probability exists that they simply did not uncover the 
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the whole truth, When it came to the investigation of sensitive areas, 
such as Oswald's possible alliance with anti-Castro 6ubans, he feels that 
the FBI tended to side-step the problem by not investigating it very thor- 
oughly, Zor fear that it might upset their sole-assassin preconceptions. 
In corroboration of this, one need only point to the absence of any trace 
of an FBI investigation of the 544 Camp St problem, Billings argues that 
some of the classified FBI reports, if declassified, probably would reveal 
some interesting information, and he cited CD 1085, the FBI report on Cuban 
exile groups. Billings does not feel that the FBI knowingly would have filed 
any reports which indicated conspiracy without making it known, merely that 
these reports might inadvertantly contain such information, I agree with 
this position, 

As for the Garrison investigation, Billings was more guarded, but I 
sense that he believes that, 1, Shaw is completely innocent. 2. Garrison 
Sincerely believes everything that he says. 3, Garrison is not motivated 
by political ambition, but that his motives are mech more complex, or, maybe, 
much more simple, 4. Garrison, regrettably, has too mech of a butterfly 
approach, and instead of concentrating on a few important areas, such as 
Oswald's Cuban connections, hops around from storm drain theories to the 
Mimatemen, without ever really exhausting one line of inquiry. I agree with 
all these assessments, including the first, in the light of what Billings 
told me later on in the evening. 

We discussed Life's position at some length, I said that I thought it 
was absurd to say that the magazine was a tool of the government in view of 
their Nov. 1966, article (A Matter of Reasonable Doubt) and it was also un- 
fair to accuse them of suppressing the Zapruder film. They have made it avail- 
able for viewing in the National Archives (without restriction, as is the 
case with some of the other film in the Archives, eg, the Nix film,) they have 
published articles based on its contents criticising the Commission and calling 
for a new investigation, and, above all, they are a magazine and not a TV 
station or a Movie company, The only decision which they made about the film 
which cannot easily be interpreted as simple commercial vested interest was 
their refusal to let CBS show it on their "Special" on the Warren Report. 
Such a showing would almost certaanly have enhanced rather than diminished 
the value of the film, I asked Billings about this and he said it was one of 
those rather nysterious calculations made by the businessmen in the upper 
echelons, which, he agredd, did not seem to make good sense, 

He then said that Life has in fact been dickering with the project of 
making a film, utilising Zapruder and other footage which they possess, such 
as DCA, Dorman, Hughes, etc, However the problem has been to find a producer 
for it. As Billings said you cannot just splice the footage together and then 
show it, You have to analyse it and come to conclusions, etc., and this is 
precisely what no-one in the magazine wants to do, not because anyone there 

knows there was a conspiracy and is trying to hide it, but because it would 
represent a controversial entanglement which they would rather avoid, As he 
said, if you showed the Zapruder film to 100,000 people, 95,000 would immed— 
jiately conclude that Kennedy was shot from the front, If they made such a 
film it would be sold to a TV station. 

Billings emphasised that he had no Federal government connections, He 
worked closely with Garrison during the early stages of the investigation, 
and was sincerely hoping for some solid proof of conspiracy, which the mag- 
aZine would have published if it had existed, As he said, this would have 
been a considerable embarrassment to the FBI and the government, and he ob- 
served that the present rift between Garrison and Life mst be a source of 
pleasure to the FBI, Billings said that he had suspicions about the New York 
Times' aborted investigation, and in particular their peculiar attitude
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towards Garrison, He feels that many of the news media had adopted a negative 
attitudd towards Garrison before they had had a chance to come to a valid 
conclusion about his evidence, I recall that this was my impression, too. I 
told Billings what I knew about the New York Times story. In November, 1966, 
before I was working for Garrison, and, I believe, almost before the Garrison 
investigation began, I was in Dallas with Penn Jones, To be precisem, this 
was on November 22, 1966, at the assassination site, At that time I met Martin 
Waldron of the NY Times, and he had a four or five page questionnaire of 
problems about the assassination he was looking into, as a part of the NY Times 
investigation, Most of these questions were about New Orleans, and specific- 
ally about David Ferrie, I did not see the list, but he showed it to Penn Jones, 
Thus, it should be emphasised, the NY Times was investigating Ferrie indep- 
endently of Garrison, and possibly actually earlier than Garrison. 

The next time I saw Waldron was on the day Jack Ruby died, Jan 3, 1967. 
Once again I was with Penn Jones, and at that time I asked him if he had made 
any headway with his list of questions. He told me that he had taken it to 
N.O. police chief Giarrusso, who had given him hardly any information. This 
was confirmed by Billings, who had seen = list, and I believe he said had ob 
tained a copy of it, It had Giarrusso's answers written against the questions. 
Most were either "don't know", or "see Garrison" or "Garrison investigating", 
The odd thing is, Waldron never did go and see Garrison, not once, Garrison 
himself told me that he had & never met Waldron, and Billings, who was obvious— 
ly at that time alert to the possibility of rival papers getting onto the Gar- 
rison investigation, says that as far as he knows, Waldron never tried to see 
Garrison, 

In addition, there is no doubt that Waldron knew a full 6 weeks before 
the story broke in the States-Item that Garrison was conducting an investig- 
ation of the assassination, But the NY Times never broke the story. When I 

met Waldron on the day Ruby died, I asked him about a remark he had made earlier 
to Penn Jones about a policeman who had died in New Orleans, (Benn Jones! hobby 
is collecting "assassination deaths.) I asked him on this occasion who this 
policeman was, He said, "Oh, Lieutenant Dwyer, some name like that. You ask 
your D,A., I'm sure he knows about it." (Dwyer is mentioned in Frederick 
O'Sullivan's testimony.) The fact that I was working for Garrison was a big 
secret at the time, or was supposed to be, I had said nothing about it to 
Waldron, nor, I am sure, had Penn Jones. In any event, it is curious that 
Waldron showed no interest in seeing Garrison, and the NY Times showed no 
interest in breaking the story. 

(1969: At the time of the Shaw trial I asked Waldron about this, He said 
that, in the first place, he did try to get to see Garrison but was unable to 
get past his secretary, or words to that effect, Secondly, he admits that the 
NY Times had the story and could have broken it, but it just didn't seem that 
big a deal. As to how he got onto the atory in the first place—and Ferrie in 
particillar--Waldron was vague.) 

Billings feel there is a possibility that Waldron has "Federal connections" 
of some kind, sources who supply him with information, but at the same time 
place him under certain constraints. I have noticed that Waldron never sets 
foot inside the DA's office, even though I invited him in once or twice, 

Billings says he first saw Garrison on December 14, 1966, (a date which 
keepd cropping up.) He was alerted to the fact that Garrison was up to some- 
thing by David Chandler, who in turn had been alerted by me, I had called 
Chandler, at the suggestion of Matt Herron, who is a friend of Chandler, and 
knew that Chandler knew more than most people about Garrison, (In fact he had 
just written a story about him for New Orleans magazine.) I wanted to know a 
bit more about Garrison before committing myself to working for him. (Ironically, 
I was worried specifically by the possibility that Garrison might be scared 
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off the subject if he stumbled into CIA involvement!) Chandler was alerted 
by my call, made a few inquiries and called Billings, I asked Billings when 
the investigation really began, and he was replied that that was, to him, 
one of the big mysteries of the case, He thinks it might be earlier than is 
realised, Garrison once told me that one of the things that got him going 
was he Fema re a sere wee articles by Sylvia Meagher and Ed Epstein. I 
note that no investigative report in Garrison's files is dated earl&ar than 
December, 1966, and so I conclude that the investigation did not seriously 
get under way until early December, although there may have been Samé unrec- 
orded investigation before that, Billings feels that Garrison was in posses- 
sion of important and convincing information implicating Ferrie early on 
in the investigation—information which he has never made available to any— 
ohe, Billings feels this because Garrison was so positive, so sure, so con— 
vincing, about Ferrie, I do not Smek this believe this is true for a mimte, 
Garrison has a way of being very sure and very convincing about things on 
precious little evidence. Sn: 

We discussed some aspects of the New Orleans investigation in more 
detail, I said that it was important to place oneself in the position of 
being about to start a hypothetical investigation of the assassination in 
the New Orleans area, as Garrison did, What are the important things to 
investigate? They are, I think: 1, Who is "Clay Bertrand"? 2, Who is the 
unidentified man passing out leaflets with Oswald in front of the Internat- 
ional Trade Mart? 3, How did "544 Camp St." appear on same of Oswald's litera~ 
ture? 4, In genral, did the FBI conduct an honest and thorough investigation 
into Oswald's activities in New Orleans, or did they leave big gaps? 

All of these points have been looked into by Garrison. The net result 
of his investigation has been thats: 1. Clay Bertrand has been identified by 
Garrison as Clay Shaw, and by Dean Andrews as Gene Davis. Gene Davis seems 
like a better candidate as Andrews is the only person in the world who ever 
knew who Berbrand was, and Gene Davis admits he called Andrews at the Hotel 
Dieu, (although I did not tell Billings this at this time.) 2. The unident- 
ified man with the leaflets remains unidentified, although at one point 
Garrison claimed that his name was 'Mamel Garcia Gonzalez'—-on no evidence 
whatsoever, apparently. 3, No explanation has been provided as to how the 
Camp St address was on Oswald's literature, iff we discount merely assuming 
that people like Guy Banister are "involved". 4, It has been concluded that 
the FBI's investigation was, on the whole, very thorough indeed. (Exception: 
Guy Banister and 544 Camp St. really do seem to have been overlooked, which, 
as I have remarked before, is curious when you consider that the FBI knew 
about this 3 months before the assassination, and of course Banister was an 
ex FBI man, 

This does not add up to a very productive investigation, although in 
many ways this was not Garrison's fault. A serious and quite considerable 
investigation was conducted into these areas, (althoggh I'm afraid the less 
said about the "Bertrand" investigation the better.) Also, Alcock, Ivon and 
Sciambra have all attested at different times to the efficiency of the FBI's 
investigation. It is hard to think of anyone of any relevance who was not 
interviewed by them within a week or two of the assassination, (IN fact, most 
were interviewed within a few days.) This has been, I am sure, a source of 
great disappointment to the DA's office, although Garrison himself has never 
admitted as much, When all the books and articles came out criticizing the 
Commission, I think many people in the office thought they were exploring 
virgin territory when they looked into Oswald's background, because these 
books had tended to over-emphasise the short—comings of the FBI, They gave 
no indication of how extensive their investigation had been, Far from finding 
virgin territory, they found that the FBI had been there ahead of them every 
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time--three years ahead of them. I don't think anyone was expecting this, 
I know I wasn't; it was clear that many of the people working on the invest= 
ation, such as Louis Ivon, acquired a certain sneaking respect for the FBI, 
as I did too, 

Billings still considersz the Sylvia Odio lead one of the most important 
in the case, and recently checked out the rumor that she is now living in 
Chicago with her husband, He concluded that she is not, He has spoken to Annie 
Odio, who promised to forward a letter from Billings to Odio, but she will 
not give him her address, In fact, no one has succeeded in interviewing 
Odio yet, or showing her pictures of possible suspects, Billings wants 
to talk to Odio's father, who may still be in jail, to find out id he still 
has the letter she wrote him before the assassination (?) referring to the 
alleged visit of "Leon Oswald", Billings feels that Castro may well co-operate 
in this project, and might even be able to furnish him with some valuable 
information, I gather he is toying with the idea off approaching Castro 
about this, 

Billings and I then began to discuss the case of Clay Shaw. He told me 
he thought it was a bum rap, after I had broken the ice on the subject by 
telling him that, to me, the most serious criticism of the case that I had 
seen was the Phelan article, I told him that it was difficult to see ahy 
way around the problems created by that article, I said that Sciambra's 
latest position was to say that he omitted the conspiracy meeting from the 
memorandum because he told Garrison about it verbally when he returned from 
Baton Rouge, Garrison was having dinner in a restaurant, and Sciambra told 
him there, Billings then startled me by telling me that he was present at 
that meeting between Garrison and Sciambra, I think Billings said it was at 
Broussards, Billings related that Sciambra joined them later in the evening, 
He came in excited and told them that he had just interviewed Perry Russo 
in Baton Rouge. He was excited because Russo had said he had seen Shaw and 
Fertie together on iam mxmximm: one occasion-—in a car at Ferrie s gas 
station, and he claimed he had seen Shaw on one other occasion—at the Nash- 
ville Street wharf on the occasion of President Kennedy's visit, 

Thus Billings! description of what Sciambra told Garrison on the night 
of Feb 25, 1967, is consistent with the controversial memorandum which Phelan 
attacked, No mention was made of a third meeting at which the assassination 
was allegedly discussed, no mention was made of Lee Harvey Oswald, nor of 
Clay Bertrand. , 

When Billings had finished telling me this, I started to say, "Well, 
that means that Sciambra,.." when he interrupted mes "Scimmbra's a liar," 
he said, He added that he considered that Sciambra was the most dangerous 
person in the office, because he was, among other things, stupid, I am 
forced to agree, It now looks as though there is no alternative to the clear 
cut conclusion that Clay Shaw is completely innocent, It is now clear that 
the sodium pentothal and hypnotism sessions which intervened between the 
meeting in Baton Rouge and Russo's testimony at the Preliminary Hearing 
were used not to "objectify" Russo{s testimony, as Garrison claims, but 
to elicit it, 

It is of course still conceivable to argue that the hypnotism, etc. 
was necessary to get Russo to recall what did in fact happen, and that he 
was unable to recall events through the unaided use of his memory, but this 
is clearly grasping at straws, The simpler hypothesis (Occam's Razor) is 
that his testimony was suggested to him, The transcripts of the hypnatism 
sessions very much bear this out, incidentally. Billings remarked that he 
was appalled at the extent to which Russo was "prepared" as a witness before 
testifying. As he said, it ought not to have been necessary, if only because 
Russo's original story—-seeing Ferrie and Shaw togther once--was by itself 
interesting enough, But he was finally so prepared by hypnosis, etc., that he
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reached a point where he was no doubt unable to distinguish between what 
he had originally recalled and what had been suggested to him, (I am pre» 
pared to believe that by now Russo is geminely unable to make this dis- 
tinction.) 

Billings pointed out a further conflict, When Russo first said he saw 
Shaw and Ferrie togther at the gas station he said it was before the assassins 

ation, When Billings later interviewed Russo he had changed this to after 

the assassination, which was more, in harmony with the facts, because Ferrie 

did not get the gas station (from Carlos Marcello) until '64 or '65, Billings 
also said that he was having dinner with Garrison, Sciambra and Russo on the 

night of Feb 26th, I think, and at one point the name Bertrand came up, The 
name meant nothing to Russo because he said, "Bertrand, who is that?" or words 
to that effect, 

Shaw was arrested on Wednesday, March 1, 1967, Billings has a clear 
record of the evnts which led up to this arrest, and he briefly outkined then 
to me, (Billings evidently has a very good memory, because he was able to 

rattle off exact times and dates without looking anything up.) Basically, the 

sodium pentothal session and the hypnotism sessions intervened between the 

Sciambra interview and the arrest, Billings said that after Garrison heard 

of Russo's amplified testimony by these means, he demanded the immediate 
arrest of Shaw, right on the street as he came out of his house, (Shaw's 
house was being staked out at the time.) Garrison's assistants demrred at 

this, however, especially in view of the presence of a Life reporter, They 

insisted that Shaw be brought in to the office, Garrison acquiesced, Shaw 

came to the office and requested an attorney when they started talking about 

taking a lie detector test or sodium pentothal, or undergoing hypnotisn, The 

lawyer arrived and he requested a delay of one day before tking the lie- det- 

ector test. At this point Garrison ordered ihe arrest of Shaw, I had been 

told earlier by someone in the office that Shaw's somewhat precipitate arrest 

was motivated by this consideration: that if he had been allowed to return 

to his apartment he would undoubtedly have destroyed whatever incriminating 
evidence there may have been there, (Snag is, Shaw had already been brought 

in to the DA's office for questioning on Dec 23, 1966, and asked if he had 

ever used the name Clay Bertrand, Presumably he would have destroyed the 

evidence at that time, if there had been any.) 
Tms, Billings leaves me with no alternative but to conclude that there 

was no basis for Shaw's arrest, I note the following three points: 1, At 

the time of Shaw's arrest there was only one witness against him—Perry Russo, 

2, Russo's testimony is not craédible when considered in the light of Phelan's 

and Billings! critiéisms, 3. Dean rews, the only person who ever claimed 

to know who Bertrand was, says Shaw-is not Bertrand, and there is no reason 

to assume that Andrews is "protecting" Shaw other than by making an ad hoc 

assumption to that effect, (iixixk I notice that people who want to believe 

that Shaw is guilty do make this assumption.) 
It seems to me important to realise that Garrison is mainly guilty of 

bad judgnent rather than bad faith. He seems to believe sincerely that Shaw 

is guilty, Thornely a conspirator, the CIA planned and carried out the assass~ 

ination, and that the Federal government cowered it up. I once told Alcock 

that this was my impression of Garrison—that in mitigation one had to concede 

that he believed what he said, "Positively," said Alcock, "If I didn&t think 

that I would have quit long ago." 
(Later, 1969: Much of what Billings told me he repeated to Ed Epstein 

shortly before his article came out in the New Yorker. Sim He had shown the 

galleys to Billings, as he had heard that Billings was familiar with the 

case, and he wanted Billings to check the facts, Billings went further, and 
wrote a great deal of additional information in the margins, including mch 
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of what he told me, Shortly after he got this information from Billings, 
Epstein called me up. He wanted to know if I knew about it, and if I consid= 
ered it important. I said yes I did to both questions. Epstein was quite 
excited to be able to include this material at the last mimte, Sanehow, 
before the New Yorker piece came out, Sciambra had gotten word of Billings! 
corroboration of Phelan, (In fact, Billings wrote 5 articles for the Chicago 
Daily News which included some of this ina a very canpressed form.) I was 
curious to see what Sciambra's reaction was going to be, It turned out to 
be straightforwards Billings is a liar, Billings was not having supper with 
Garrison when I returned from Baton Rouge, 

Thus Billings calls Sciambra a liar, and Sciambra calls Billings a liar, 
I don't think I need bother to say which of the two I believe, 

Saturday, March 16, 1968 
Went in to office very briefly in the afternoon and saw Dick Burnes, I 

heard at that time that the DA's banquet that evening had been cancelled by 
Garrison, 

Monday, March 18, 1968 — 
Dick Burnes left the office today, for position in a law firm in Alexandria 

or somewhere like that, As far as I know there was no undisclosed reason for 
his departure, although I noticed that relations between him and Garrison 
were never wally cordial, This may just have been because Garrison knew he 
was leaving, however, 

Andy Sciambra left for Washington to check on the VIB Roam matter, 
He is going to interview three or four people there whose names appeared in the 
book, They nearly got me to do it when I was in Washington at Chritmas, but 
I think they figured it was too likely I would came back with a "negative," 
Apparently Sciambra is the man they put on the job when there is any chance 
that a potential witness may be wavering, 

Change of verme hearing proceeded, Garrison not in office. 

Tuesday, March 19, 1968 
On Monday the change of verme hearing was resumed, and 80 potential 

jurors have been called in the last two days, Dick Burnes has now left the 
office, and today his place in the court room was taken by Numa Bertal, 
Alcock had to prepare for tomorrow's Rederal Court contempt proceeding against 
Garrison, Alcock says that Garrison is uninterested in the whole affair, but, 
as he said, unless he did something about preparing a defense, Garrison is 
liable to end up in jail, (Which is probably what Garrison half wants, He 
would then be a martyr.) 

After the proceedings were over today, Bertel and Alcock and Ivon were 
talking about the potential jurors, Bertel made the point that you can tell 
in a mimte what kinfi of a juror you have got, and what his attutude is likely 
to be in the case, This was my impression after a short visit to the court- 
room this afternoon. Then Bertel made the remarks: "Once you get into the upper 
economic and intellectual level, you know you've got problems," This had 
been my impression too, looking at it from the point of view of the prosec= 
ution, 

It is a depressing reflection on the system of justice here that it is 
to the DA's advantage to get as stupid a jury as possible, Depressing, but 
no doubt true, The DA's office would be likely to adhere to this adage in 
all cases ( and I have no doubt this applies to all DA's effices) tut it is 
particularly true in the Shaw case, As I came out of the court room today I 
reflected that the best hope for Shaw is.for him to get a smart jury. But he 
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Tuesday, June 4, 1968 
Today a potential witness, Charles Fox, came into the office, and acce 

ording to Jim Alcock, says he remembers seeing Csvald—whether Lee or ‘Leon! 
I don't know-at_serrie’s apartwent, Before he was interviewed, by Sciambra 
and Alcock, Sclanbra asked me to bring him a copy of the picture of Oswald 
with the beard drawn in, Fox was in the CAP with Ferrie, Sciambra requesting 
that I bring the picture of Oswald with beard added suggests that Fox says 
that the man he saw in ferrie's apartment had a beard, and thus may have 
been Janes Lewallen, 

Garrison not in the office today, but much talk in the office about the 
depositions which Shaw's lawyers will be taking tomorrow from the assistant 
DA's working on the case, and to which Garrison kas instructed them not to 
answer any questions other than "name, office rank and social security mumber," 
The possibitity is, according to Alcock, they could be cited by Federal 
Court for contenpt, 

Late this evening, after the Cabifornia primary, Robert Kennedy was 
shot_in the head at the Ambasse cr Hotel in Los Angeles. I was watching tele 
vision at the time, glad that he had won the primary. What a terrible and 
shocking thing! I called _ Louis Ivop at his home immediately, and he told me 
that "the boss" already knew about it. Jones Harris called from New York, 
in case I hadn't heard the news, and then I called Sylvia Meagher, She hed 
just turned the radio on, in the middle of the night, on an Impulse, She had 
thought he had been shot in the hip, and was shocked to hear it was the head, 
"This country ought to be put under_trusteeship,” she said, I satyed up all 
night and watched TV, 

Tat 

Wednesday, June 5, 1968 
Garri did not come into the office at all, althougp Scianbra said 

that Garrison had called him early in the morning,furious at the news, 
ssying they would end up by killing everyone, The switchboard was jammed 
with calls all day. The California attorney ccneral called in the morning 
twice, but did not resch Garrison, to woom he vould only speak, Alcock told 
me later that the call was in regard to the postponement of the Bradley extra~ 
dition hearing in California until June 26th. He reiterated that he is not 
going to take any steps—-if he can avoid dcing so-- to combat the apparent 
reluctance to extradite Bradley, since he feels we do not have a case against 
hin, 

Once again, Jack Martin started a rumour by saying that we had a pic 
ture in our files of the man Beld in the Kennedy shooting, Martin was in 
Eouston at the time, and call newsmen with the (incorrect) infor- 
matLone 

Heads are shaking a 
over the shooting, but I sus; 
As far as I could make out, he vas real 

associated with weonle Like Valier Sheridan and o 
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ot him any good_in this part of the world, either, } 
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and crocodile tears, 

a in the office, being 
thers who have opposed do- 
sonposition to Hogfa didn't 

any_oi the people in 
ind it incressingply hard 

to stomach, about "disresnect, for law and orcer' being engendered by recent 

Supreme Court rulings, which, (I suppose the argument runs,) mekes the crim 
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spent some time in a law library before deciding to shoot Kennscy,) ihe 
2. 

real issue, of course, is the absurd_simplicity with which anyone can get 
a gun_in this country. The point is, surely, neople who do insane things 
like this do not approach it in a rational, legalistic frame of mind, 
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worked there, and Oswald had the address on his literature. However, they 
are afraid to bring it into the trial, for fear that it will reveal the 
Banister_association as weil, and thus possibly expose the case as one of 

identity. This, what is spowheps the strongest part of the case— 
Bil, C onp St—will probably not se in the trial, for fear of dama ging the 
Prectiveness of the Clinton jiieuacs. 

I askeG Martens what he Was doing for a ii iving these days. He said that 
so many people had told him he was a CIA agent that he decided to go to 
the CIA office in New Orleans and asx Tora fob. He was shown into a very 
snall office where he spoke to a fairly aged agent, He told the agent that 
he had been "involved" in the Garrison investigation, to which the agent 
replied, "We don't fodl with that." (Martens wasn't sure what the man 
meant by that.) He told the agent he was looking for a job, and the agent 

said, "Well, what can you do?" 
"Don't you need any spies?" Martens replied, 
No reply. 
Eventually he was given a form to fill out, after being told that about 

the only jod he would be likely to get was that of a eauer, 
"Oh, you mean a bag man," said Martens, 
No reply. 
Martens said he did not fill out the forn, 
i told Martens that a useful thing he could do if he wanted to help 

Garrison would be to try to find Guy Banister's files, as he said that he 
had some leads as to their whereabouts, which he had never followed up. 
{Banister's voluminous files-~5 filing cabinets full—have never been found, 

and might well prove to be of great interest to the case, It is quite likel 
that he had a file on Oswald, in view of the prominence his leafleting active 
ities was given in the New Orleans press, Banister could nae have f fa ailed 
to notice this ani take an interest, Martens said that he was afraid to look 
for them, as he felt that the Mafia had an interest in them too, ami might 
not want them to get into circulation, David Ferrie, Martens pointed out, 
had definite ties withzx the Mafia, eg. Carlos Marcello bought him his gas 
station in return for services rendered, anc Ferrie also hed a remarkably 
good memory. Thus he may well have transmitted a great deal of inf ouma tion 
to Banister, who possibly filed it, This is Martens! reasoning. He said tha 
if Ferrie was killed, he could only have eee ee by the Mafia, who might 
well have fely threatened when Ferrie came under investigation, even though 
neither he nor the Mafia had anything to do with the assassination. However, 
Martens feels that it is not in fact likely that Ferrie was killed, nor that 
the Mafia even felt threatened when they realised that Garrison was invest- 
igating Ferrie, because he feels that the Mafia realise that they can 

ry : ~~ 

depen Garrison not to harass then, 
Martens said that he does not knoe why it was ee broadcast that 

he and not Melvin Coffey went to Texas with Ferrie and Beaubou si . Martens 
was at Ferries Howse-or the weekend of the assagstrrvtor > ORL w that 
Ferrie had gone Soméwhere + vith his co panions, but did not know “where he 

had goné. Serrie had told “hin they were going hunting. On Saturday. evening 
G, Wray Gill came to the house, looking for Ferrie, Hé was all excited, 
saying that "the Feds" were everywhere, going through his office files, 
asking qQUéStions, etc, He a that specifically the rumour was that Ferrie's 
library card had been found_of Oswald. G. vray Gill said, "Let's hope he's 
not in Texas.""As Ferrie had heck employed by Gill as an investigator, he 

was umerstandably concerned that Ferrie should not appear to have anything 
to do with ae aS assassination. 

(1969: £fter Shaw was charged with perjury, having been acqitted on the 
conspiracy charge, I spoke to L Layton Martens again, I pointed out to hin 
that he was the only person the DATs office knew about who knew Ferrie and 
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also Shaw. Layton Martens! name occurs in Clay Shaw's address book. Martens 
seemed to be unaware that he this constituted an important and hard-to-find 
link in Garrison's case, I pointed out to.Martens that he was, therefore, 
one of the very few people in the city qualifified on a first hand basis to 
express an opinion as to whether Shaw knew Ferrie, Martens said that he was 
certain they did not know one another, He said that he knew David Ferrie 
very woll in the Fall of 1963, and was seeing him "three or four times a 
week," He said that when you get to know a man that well you get to know who 
his friends are, and the name Clay Shaw never came up. Martens said that the 
last time he saw David Ferrie was at the time of the assassination, He said 
that it seemed that Ferrie was "getting busted all the time" by the police, 
his own arrest had been precipitated by his association with Ferrie, and that 
it did not seem worth while to go on associating with him, 

Martens said that he met Clay Shaw on Mardi Gras day, 1965, He did not 
know him nearly as well as Ferrie, and in fact only met him a few times, 
However, in the time that he knew him before the Garrison investigation 
began, he receieved no indication from Shaw that Shaw knew Ferrie, Martens 
says that if he had met Shaw with Ferrie in 1963 (ie before he was first 
introduced to him,) he feels sure that he would have remembered him, because 
of Shaw's striking appearance. 

There was, strictly speaking, one ather possible link between Shaw 
and Ferrie, After Ferrie's death, his phone calls for 1962 and 1963 were 
successfully subpoenaed by Garrison, The record of his long distance calls 
indicates that he called a mmber in Shreveport, Louisiana in 1963, When 
this mmber was traced to its owner, it was found to belong to a man whose 
name also crops up in Clay Shaw address, This man, a good friend of Clay 
Shaw, also denied that there was any reason to believe that Shaw and Ferrie 
knew one another.


