the office todiy, and .
nost a retiring person,
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My mad plying so prompily is %o & cont ct "vth
you, Thig interosueu me very ;uch, not becamse I suspect you of nleying "foobsie! with
the other side, but because it is now apnerent to me that Phelan is either onto soce
Eb“ﬂ” very i”ﬁortunt, or else is playing some kind of a gare with the eritiecs, 1y first

indication of this was a few weeks ago when G, told me that PhoLan had told him thhi
sore big break in the case was goinz to ermerge in Hover oev or Decerber of this year;
he CCLGQ thet this had nothing to do with Garrison's investigation, but th at under some
4 year tvime sran guaramnteeing non incrirdination, somcone in a hOS“B'On to know was
going to come forwgrd with new evidence vhich would "Cestroy" the Warren Renort,

T then hear, P6HE Phelan has been reading your ar*1cles, and appears to be
boning up on the meaLnesses in the Comzission's case, I irvediately rentioned the gist
of what Thelan told G, to lark Lene todey and he told me that Phelan had also approached
hi with CSSOnulwllJ the sam utory. Lane added that the vperson Phelan has been tulkLng
o, according to Phelan, is a lowyer in Washington (I bclﬂcve the 7a ryer is merely r
resenting a client who has the important story to tell), whdregrets vhat is about to
happen because he, the 1awy0r, hzg a hish opinion of Varren, Lane, howeve s puts a diff-
erent interpretat

cion on this: he says Phelen is employing this as a ruse to lure the

- v )

eritics avay from G,, because Phel:n has repeatedly insisted that the outcore of this
going to be that the cri ics are “*"Ht and that G, will D showm Lo heve been off the
merk, Thus, a Comidssion ng to enrorse or the 1 Renort,

will De “oubly vi
It coesn!
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G work too well in jo“‘ c(ge, ‘beecaus e, accoxt

your letter, Phelean wor be merely preaching to the converted, The fact that you irmed-
iately avnraised Phelan of the fact that you had no love for G. should have been enough
rcason for Phelan to discontinue contect with you, according to Lane's argurent,

On the other hand, a good target for Phelan to atback, according to Lane's view,
would be Matt Herron, the photographer for the SEP article who is ze buff tending
to side more with G, than with Phelan, and has rather reluctantly = to Lestifly in
71 »;d he had not

Phelaents favour at the Shaw brisl, I cal. evening and
heard from Pholﬂf for three ronths
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that he couvld then rsneuvre 31 in sone way to wnd vhen
the bellon bursts, (Towever I would be unlikely %o

o G. on a
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/ repregent—~
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The irony of Lane's ?o ition ic q1 ovL
connpisscv charge which inso facto s C

interests in writing his oook. Llso, Shf?wiu:m AL
. o £ - e
rrigon to me (I pretended not mow 1%, mvcaf:ﬁpiv, obisg
wanner vhich irynl that he perfectly understood your
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can't understand is that hs doesn!t seen to

There is one noint on which T think T T ¥
and that is with regard to your statement that ‘arpen Report has "collapsedh,
Tt seerms to me that although public credibility in the Report is probably at an all
time low (especially since CBS showed us vhat a Gifficult shot it was), the Report
has by no means collepsed, Evidently we are employing different criteria here for use
of the word collapse; I would only regerd it as having collapsel in the event of such
a hypothetical eccurrence: An FBI agent comes forword and says publicly: "CE 399 is
not a genuine exhibit; I planted it on the stretcher," or, a Dallas policeran cones
forward end says: "We found 2 rifles in the TSBD after the assassination, I found the
second one." Reveletions of this kind really would "destroy" the report, you would be
sustified in saying that the Report had codlapsed, and the news would not only be front
nege all over the world, but it would also be conceded somevhere in Section 1 of the
New York Times, Until that havpens, however, Werren's flag still flies, One is justif-
ied in saying that grave doubts about the velidity of the Report exist, but surely notw
not that it has cotlapsed. .

Frankly, I think that until such an admission is mede (eg of planting evidence)
the assassination is in a stalemate stage, Bven if Shaw is convicted I don't think any-
one seriously believes the nroblem is solved, It is only worsened,ie, we have legally
accepteg evidence thet an unidentified gunvan is at large.

Thet s why I think Phelan's possible revelations are so very immortant: they
ray really result in the collapse of the Report, Should this hanpen, I think there
would be not merely a group of dissatisfied critics backed up by a large but wninforied
section of the public,. bub very serious political repurcussions in this country. &n
irmediate and probably overvhelming outery would ensue for the re-investigation of not
only the assassination but an investigation of everyone involved in the initial effort,

Don't you agree with this? Consider CE 399, in my opinion the most damaging
piece of evidence in the case, It is almost certain thet this is not a genuine exhibit,
but absolubely no headway is going to be made until someone mriit-wmmeme comes forward
with more inforration as o how it got there. The whole world can disbelieve it ( sal-
andria says he has a tape of Specter saying it is "impossible!) but Warren still grins
back at us, for the rest of our lives, unless some brand new information is provided
about it,

itieh,

ecevent with you,

Best wighes,
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