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}T he Letter on’ Kennedy Autopsy Photos

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 5—Fol-
lowing is the text of a letter on
the personal effects of - Presi-
dent Kennedy gathered as. evi-
derice after his *assassination
and deposited by the Kennedy
family in the Archives of the
United States:

October 29, 1968

Honorable Lawson B. Knott Jr.
Administrator of General

Services
Washington, D. C.,
Dear Mr.. Kngstt ’

The famﬂy of the late Pres-
ident John F. Ketinedy shires
the concern of the Govern-
ment of the United States
that the personal effects of
the late President which were
gathered as evidence by the
President’s Commission. on
the Assassination of Presi-
dent Kennedy, as well as cer-
tain other materials relating
to the assassination, should
be deposited, safeguarded
and preserved in the Archives
of the United States as mate-
rials of historical importance.
The family desires to prevent
the undignified or sensational
use of these materials (such
as public display) or any
other use which would tend
in any way to dishonor the
memory of the late President
or cause unnecessary grief
or suffering to the members
of his family and those close--
ly associated with him. We
know the Government re-
- spects these desires.

Accordingly, pursuant to
the provisions of 44 U.S.C.
397(E)(1), the executors 'of
the estate of the late Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy hereby
transfer to the Administra-
tor of General Services, act-
ing for and on behalf of the
.Unifed States of America, for
“deposit in the National Ar-
chives of the United States,
all of their right, title, and
interest in all of the personal

clothing of the late Presi-:
dent now in the possession of -

the United States Govern-
.ment and identified in Appen-
dix A, and in certain X-rays
and photocraphs connected
with the autopsy of the late
President referred to in Ap-
pendix B, and the Adminis-
trator accepts the same, for
and in the name of the
United States, for deposit in
the National Archives of the
United States, subject to the
following restrictions which
,shall continue in effect .dur-
ing the lives of the late Presi-
dent’s widow, daughter, son,:;
parents, brothers and SIStels,
‘or anv of them:": « :

i I~
(1) ‘None of the materials
Id‘entxfled in Appendix A
(“the Appendix A materials™)

shall be placed on public dis-

play.
‘(2;):‘ Access to %w Appendix”

1o act for a committee of the

.Congress, for a Presidential
camrmttee or commission, or
for any other official agency -
.of the United States Govern-
ment, having-authority to in-
vestigate matters relating to:
‘the death of the late Presi-

dent, for purposes within, the -

mveshgazhve 3urzsd1ct10n of
such comrmittee, commlsslon
or agency:

-(b). Any -serious scholar or
“fifvestigator of matters re-
lating to the death of the
late President, for purposes
relevant to his study thereof.
The Administrator shall have
full authority to deny’ re-

-quests for access, or to. im-.

pose conditions he deems ap-
proprxate on -access, in order
to prevent undignified or.sen-.
sdtional reproduction of the
. Appendix A ‘materials. The
Administrator may seek the
advice of the - Attorney Gen-
eral or any person designated
by the Attorney General with
“respect fo the Administra-

tor's:: responsibilities under.-
«t‘his ParagraphII 2) (b).

: (1) ‘None of the materials -

: referred .to in Appendix B

(“the Appendlx B materials™)
slixall be placed on pubhc dis-
pia

(2) Access to the Appendlx
B materials shall be permit-
ted only to:

(a) Any person authorzzed
to act for a committee of the
Congress, for a, Premdem;lal
committee or commission, or
for any other official agency
of the United States Govern-
‘ment, having atthority to in- .
vestigate matters relating to
the death of-the-late Presi-
dent, for purpo 3: s*thh*ﬁ-‘the

such’ commlttee commlsswn
or agency i

(b) ‘Any tecognized expert
in the fxeld of pathology or
related areas of science, or
technology, for serious pur—
poses relevant to the investi-
gation of matters relating to
the death of the late Presi-
dent; provided, however, that

T0 access tor the'Appendix B .

pérrmty

“The New York Times
Burke Marshall, who sent
letter for executors of es~
tate of President Kennedy.

materials pursuant to this
Paragraph II (2) (b) shall be
authorized until five years
after the date of this agree-
ment except with the con-

.sent of the Kennedy family

representative designated
pursuant to Paragraph IV
(2). For the purposes of this
paragraph, the determination
of whether such an expert
has suitable qualifications
and serious purposes shall be
made by the Kennedy family
representative. No  access
shall be authorized pursuant
to this Paragraph II (2) (b)
during the lives of the indi-
viduals referred to in the sec-
ond paragraph of this agree-
ment for any purpose in-
volving reprodiictibn .or pub-
lication of the Appendix B
_materials without the consent

#of the Kennedy, family -rep-.
resentative; who shall ‘hgve

fll - authority to deny”re-
quests’ for access, or to im-
pose conditions he deems ap-
propriate. on access, in order
to prevent such use- of the-
Appendix B materials.

Il .
(1) In -order to preserve
the Appendix A materials
and the Appendix B materials
against possible damage, the
Administrator is authorized



to.. photograph or otherwise

“'reproduce any of such ma-
-“terials for purposes of exami-
nation in lieu of the originals
by persons authorized to
have access pursuant to
Paragraph I (2) or Paragraph
I (2).

(2) The Administrator may
_condition access under Para- _
-graph I (2) (b) or Paragraph

E:(2).(b) to-any of the mas.
‘ ~ yransferred here-
&fnder, Yor a%;? refroduttion
théreof, updi agreement * to-

comply, with applicablé 're-
strictions’ “spécified in this
agreement. A
s IV
. .{1) The Administrator shall
“:be entitled 'to consult with
the Kennedy family repre-
" ‘senfative’ ' desighated pursu-
ant to Paragraph IV (2), and
to rety upon such represent-
ative’s statements in writing
as representing. the views of
the Kennedy family, in con-
nection with the construction
or application of this agree-
ment in a particular case.
. (2) The Kennedy family
“‘representative for the pur-
poses of this agreement shall
be Burke Marshall. A succes- .

‘ignated in writing (6% the’
Administrator from ' time to
time by Mrs. John F. Ken-
" riedy. In ‘the evént of, the
death or disability of Mrs.
John F. Kennedy, any succes-
sor shall be designated by
Robert F. Kennedy. In the
event of the death or disa-
bility of both Mrs. John F.
““Kennedy and Robert-F.-Ken-
nedy, any' such designgtion
shall be made by Edward M.
Kennedy, In the event of the
death ot “disability.. of all
three of .thém, any such des-
ignation ‘shall be made by .
any adult child of the Ilate
President” Jolin F. Kénnedy -
or by any.of the late Presi- .
dent’s sigfers, with the ad-
wice of ather members of the
family. ‘Any representative
designated hereunder will
‘serve until -a successor is

_ Iministrator and
the Kennedy \family - repre-
sentative desighiated pursuant
to Paragraph IV {(2).:

| VI ‘

1 The Administrator shall im-
pose such other restrictions

on.access to and inspection

Agcepted:

of the materials transferred
hereunder, and take such
further actions as he deems
-Mecessary and appropriate
{including feferral-té*the De-
partment of Justice for appro-

© priate legal action), to ful-
#fill” the objectives of “fhis

agreement and .his statutory
" résponsibility under ‘the' Fed-
eral Property and Adminis-
.trative Services Act of 1949,

“as amended, to provide for
“the presefvation, arrange-

ment and use of materials
transferred to his custody for
archival administration.
: " VIL

All duties, obligations and
discretions herein conferred
upon the Administrator shall
inure to each holder of the
office of Administrator of
General Services from time to

- time, and to any official of

the United States Govern-
ment who may bécome suc-
cessor to the functions of
archival administration vest-
ed in the Administrator under
the Federal Property and Ad-
ministrative Services Act of
1949, as amended. All: such
duties, obligations and dis-
cretions may be delegated to
‘the Archivist of the United
States, or to any successor to
-his functions of archival ad-
ministration. - :
Please indicate your .ac-
ceptance on behalf of the
United States of America by
executing the acceptance
clause below. .
Sincerely,
BURKE MARSHALL
Burke Marshall, on béhalf
of the executors of the
estate of John F.Kennedy.

s

LawsoN B. KNotT Jr.
United States of America
By Lawson B. Knott Jr.
Administrator of General

- Services

Appendix A

Clothing and personal ef-
fects of the late President,
identified by the following
exhibit numbers relating to
the President’s Commission
on the Assassination of Presi-
dent Kennedy: :

Commission Exhibit Nos.
393, 394, 395. :

FBI Exhibit Nos. €26, C27,
C28, C30, C33, C34, C35, C38.

Appendix B

1. Envelopes numbered 1
to 18 containing black and
white negatives of photo-
graphs taken at time of au-
topsy.

2. 7 envelopes containing
4x5 negatives of autopsy
material.

3. 5 envelopes containing
4x 35 exposed film containing
no image. .

4. 1 roll of exposed film
from a color camera entirely
black with no image appar-
ent.

5. Envelope containing 8
X-ray negatives 14°x177; 6
X-ray negatives 10”x 12”; 12
black and white prints 11 x
14”; 17 black "and white
prints 14” x 17”; all negatives
and prints pertaining to X-
rays that were taken at the
autopsy.

6. 36 87’x10” black and
white prints—autopsy photos.
37 3% x 414 black and white
prints—autopsy photos. 27 col-
or positive transparencies 4” x
57, 1 unexposed piece of color

film.

7. 27 4'x5” color nega-
tives of autopsy photographs.
55 87x10” color prints of
autopsy photographs.




