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ALLAS '- Buried In the — 
mounds of booka. official re- 
ports and igycsligalive files 
on the asgsgasination of John — 
FP. Kennedy" on Nov. 22. 1963, 

2 that has never been resolved. 
1° |) The crux of the tasue ta the precise loca- 
‘ pon of the gaping bead wound which all 
“s gancerned acknowledge that tbe Presidgnt 

. fuatained: * ‘ 
Ti | The gaping hand wound was scen by at 

“feast 12 doctors and four nurecs who treal- 
. + ¢4 Kennody,at Parktand Memorial Hospi- 
‘.* fal bere minutes after be was shot. ‘Four 
1 feen of the 16 were inte recently by 
] Phe Gjobe. Eight of those that an offi- 

7 - al tracing ofan autopsy photograph of 
2 thebeck of the President's head nat 
= aow. the wound as they recall it. 

|. Wkhat aignificance the dispute plays in 
+ Uasayeling the puzzle of the Kennedy as- 

- seapipation is upegertain: If the receliec- 
. Giona of these doctors and nureca are cor- 
: rect, {t could wlumately mean that the 
.. Warren Commission was wrong in ita can- 

1: chuelon that Kennedy was ahot from the 
réir'by a single gunmen: or, it could be 
afaiply an indication that the doctors and 
rads were wrong about what they think 

Ww 

: “&teven of the doctora and three of the - 
nursds (none of whom has seen the actual 
Kenhedy autopsy photographs) were 
ahoWii the tracing of the most pertinent 

* alatépgy photo. which was prepared for the 
Select Commiltee on Asaasaina tions 

and’ published in its final report in 1979. 
.A. 122th doctor who treated the late 

- Pyreswjent refused to be interviewed and a 
{ foyrt) nurse could not be reached by The 

+ Globe. But both are on record as having 
Placad Lhe head wound tn an area which is 
Det consistent with the afficial traging. 

Neither the Warren Commission nor 

(he House Assassinations Committee, 
which concluded that President Kennedy 
vew-“orobebly" assassinated as part of a 
conspiracy, aliempted-lo reaolve the dis- 

icles by showing the autopay Photos 
the Parkland doctora and nurses. Critica 
ve called this a fundamental Naw in 
h investigations. 
A majority of the doctors and nurses in- 
iewed this year (five of the doctors, 

ree of the nurses} said they recalled see- 
ing a large wound In the right rear of Ken- 
rpedy's head. The tracing of the autopsy 
q raph shows what appears to be a 
fep bone protruding from the right side 

the head. Bul the back of the head 
o no gaping wound. 

“Pare's a definite coaflict’ 

“There's a definite conflict." comment- 
qi Dr. Richard B. Dulany when shawn the 

Official tracing, “That's pot the way | re 
” rhember 1." 

“K's mot true,” added Dorts M, Nelson, 
Nureing supervisor of the Parkland emer. 
gency room the day of the assassination, 
when she examined the official tracing. 
‘There wasn't even hair (in the back of the 
Head)... it was blown away. All thal’area 
was biown out.” . the 

in testimony before the Warren Com- 
mission or in earlier written reports, all 
the Dallas doctora and nurses who made 
apecific reference to the location of the 

. Head wound elther said it was aquarely in 
the occipital area (back of the head) or that 
4 oxtended from the right parietal area 
{pide of the head) into the occiput. 

Hf these doctora were precise in their ap- 
ication of the terms occipital and pari- 

tal, why tan't such a wound visible in the 
ufopsy pholograph taken of the back of 
pe head? = g

m
a
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if 

is a dispute about the medical ‘evidence 

A dra represen! 
eee ed ty or hobert Noe leliand, onc of the Dallas 
majority of those doctors and mursece afte: Keancdy who were ina 
ore the wound agres dispets official 

. bead wound as the location of Kennedy's gaping treated hime. & 

itiom be 

“ "| One posstble explanation ts that the 
goctors and nurses. considering that they 
were more concerned with saving Kenne- 

“7 -dy‘a Hie than observing his wounds, were 
mistaken tn their observations, or were 
tnpreciee In deacribing what they saw. 

. the Datias doctors and nurses 
: Who dispute the accuracy of the offictal 

ci ing td .The Globe they are firm in 
D their recollections. 0 4 5” 

Critics of official investigations into the 
‘ ‘ennedy assassination have advanced two 
- jpoasible explanations: {) that the . 

, phen question hag been doctored to 
_ 1’ eligginate evidence of a gaping extt wound 
hy: iW the back of the head to make the evi- 
“: : Genoeeonform to the official theory that 
{7 Keanedy was shot from the rear by Lee 
it Harvey Owwald, acting alone: or 2) (hat the 
ayy Preeiient’s head iwounda were surgically ~ 
5)" adhtrod before his body arrived at Bethesda - 
pee Newel Hospita’ tn Maryland fot gutopey, 
De sudiennedy ts officially setd to have sue 

taines two wounds: one which entered in. 
1 1 

: Cheslower back of his neck and exited at 
4 : hiwthroat, and one which entered the back 
P 

Of thie head and exited at the right side of 
i; hwechead, creating a gaping wound. The 
dQ Mest delalied description of the large ‘head 
“0. Woking given the Warren Commission was 
“2.3 farnished by Dr. Robert N. McClelland, a- 
x 4 SURGEON who treated Kennedy In the Park-. 
4" Waodeengency room. But McCielland put 

Ya atige uo : 

nc discusacd in bobks and articles «: 
om sith uritich a4 Rdward Epstein,‘ - 
¥ wt tt Welsberg. Byivia Meagher, / 

> TE iticent Salindria and Cyril Weoht. 7 
CRE oHertison Litingsione, # Balls. 

na roe researcher first showed the of: | 
at anata {racing of the autopay phote-~ - 

¥ raph of the beck of President Ken- ° 
J Netly’s ‘head to several of the Dallas’ - 

“tdttors. and elicted doubte from - 
then 4a to the tracing’s accuracy. 

Cae ha i 

: Dispute on JFK assassination evidence - 
“ Eighteen years later, Dallas medical team disagrees: where was the President's morta! head wound? | 
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persists’ 

this large defect in the hack of the head, 
not the side. 

McClelland told the Warren panei he 
Sood at the head of the operating table 
and thus waa in “such a position that | 
could very closely examine the head 
wound, and I noted that the right posterior 
portion of the akull had been extremely 
blasted. It had been shattered, apparently, 
by the force of the shot so that the parietal 
bont was protruded up through the scalp 
and seemed to be fractured along fta right 

half, as well as the occipital bone 
being fractured in its lateral half, arid this. 
sprung open the bones thal 1 mentioned in 
such a way that you could actually look 
down into the akull cavity itself and ace 
that probably a third or eo, at least, of the 
brain Useue. posterior cerebral tissue and 
som: of the cerebellar ttseue, had been 
blasted oul.” 

Camtroversial artist's drawing 

One of the many amateur investigators 
Of the ass:iseination who has published a 
book about the event. Josiah Thompson, a 
former peviessor of philosophy at Haver- 

ford Coliege. commissioned an artist to pre- 
pare a drawing based on the McLelland de- 
scription. The drawing. approved by 
McCicland prior to its publication in the 
book, depicts a fist-sizred wound with edges peored out in the lower right rear of the 

McCiciland reaffirmed in 4 recent tele 
Phone interview that the drawing was 
what be “vividly remembers" the head 
wound looking tke. 

Some Warren Commission critics and 
Other researchers have erroneocusly cited 
this drawing as representing the Dallas 
doctors’ and nurses’ sale view of the head 
wound. : 

Actuailty, according to Globe interviews, 
they are not unanimous in their opinions 
oc recoliections. Five of the doctora and nuracs agree with McClelland on the draw- 
ing and strongly assert that the wound 
was in the back of the head: four other doc- 
lors say thal the tracing of the autopay 
photograph shown them by The. Globe is 
“consistent” with their recollection of the 
head wound. . 

‘Two doctors lean toward this official



view. while five others tend toward the 
McCkelland view that the wound was in 
the rear of the head, but fall short of giving 
it a blanket endoracment. 

Of the six doctorm who sald that they 
agree or tend to agree with the official trac 
ing showing no gaping wound extending 
into the occipital region. five hayr, at one 
Ume or another, gone on record as agying 
tha! the wound did extend into the occiput. 

For example, Dr. Charies J. Carrico, the 
firat physician to treat Kennedy. testified 
twice before the Warren Commission, first 
deacribing the head wound as “s large. 
gaping wound located in the right, occip.- 
tal-parietal area.” and then as a “five by 
‘eeven) cm. defect In Ube Posterior akall, 
the occipital region Carrico was not 
intesviewed by The bine but In a letter 
ecni in response to questions, he said th: 
official tracing of the autopsy photograph . 
showed “nothing incompatible” with what 
he remembered of the back of the head. 

‘ The sixth doctor supportive of the offi- 
cial tracing, Dr. Robert G. Grosuman, now 
a professor and chairman of the depart- 
ment of neurosurgery at the Baylor Colicg: 
of Medicine in Hoyston, was working next 
to the senior neurosuregan present, Dr. 
Kemp Clark, at Kennedy's bead. Groas- 
man told The Globe that be observed two 
scparate wounds: a large defect In the part- 
etal area above the right ear, and a second 
wound, about one-and-a-quarter inches in 
diameter. located squarely tn the occiput. 
Grossman, the only physician to report 
seeing two such distinct wounds. was nev- 
ex calied to testify before the Warren Com- 
misaion or Unc House Assassinations Com- 
mittee. Nor were Dr. Bulany or Nurse Pa- 
uricta Gustafson, one of those who said 
that Kennedy's Saping wound was tn the 
back of his bead. 

Disagreement on wound's visibility 
in tnterviews, some doctors doubted the 

extent to which a wound to the rear of the 
head would heave been visibie alnoe the 
President was lying supine with the back 
of his head on a hospital emergency cart. 

But others, ike Dulany and Grosaman, 
said the head at some point was lifted up, 
thereby exposing the rear wound. Added 
Gustafson: “One of the doctors asked me to 
pul a preasure bandage on the head wound 
and I tried to do ao, but} there was really 
nothing to put a pressure bandage on. It 
was too massive. So he told me fust ta leave 
it be.” The wound, she said, waa in “the 
back of the head.” 

Definitely tn the back?" she was 

Yen.” she said. 
To critica of the oft vewigtoos, 

Jn GeatM GIspute 
, 

iba a 

tt ts inconceivable that the presumabty> 
skilled Dallas doctors, conversant with? 
anatomic) terms, would consistently muis+' 
use words like “cerebellum” and “occipe+* 
tal” and say that the wound extended inté4> 
the back of the head if, in fact. tt did not. 

But speaking to the occipital question, . 
Grossman, a neurosurgeon. suggested thats; 
Part of the confusion susrounding the looms: 
Uon of the bead wound could be the result it 
of the impreciaton with which the tergyy: 
“occipital” is used. While the occiput peat. 
fers specifically to a bane in the lower beck... 

. section of the head, Groseman said mary, 
doctors loosely use Lhe term to refer to “the; 
back fifth of the head... There ts this amy, 
biguity about what constitutes the occipiyy 
ta and parietal area... Me wey npren.s 

ou? 

intl now, to critics. the most piausibia!y. 
explanation for the diacrepancy between.y 
the Dellas obecrvations and the autopay,,) 
that the photo wes a forgery nt Os 
that the photo was a fi 

Some of the critics, notably bly the Houses! 
Amaasinations Committee's own pholaw, 
graphic consultant. Robert J. Groden ‘nf<) 
at N.J.. have argued that the fallure of.+ 
the Warren Commission and the House,+ 
commitice 19 show the autopsy photo- 
graphs to the Parkland doctors and nureep,; 
cast doubl oo the House committee's conn; 
clusion thal the photos were authentic. 
The question of authenticity was not ada, 
dressed by the Warren panel. 

In a Uittie-noticed dissent published iy. 
one of the appendices to the House commilte 
tee report, Groden, who did the original opis 
tical enhancement work of Abraham Za, , 
pruder’s now-famous home movie of then' 
assassination, aseerted that four of the au-7; 
topsy photographs {two tn color, two ta; 
black and white) showing a slmilar view of, . 
the back of the President's head had been}: 
altered to eliminate evidence of a wping. 
bole in the back of the head. 

Based on the recent doubts voiced by, af 
Mest of toe Dallas Goctors and nurees, The,-, 
Globe last month received permission from ‘. 

. Ube Keanedy family to view the autopsy - 
photographa at the National Archives in-’ 
Washington. This was done with the ald of 
three independent phojo-optics ex . 
fetermine the vajidity Groce eR t 
tons, 

All of the photo consultants eonchided * 
that the photographs were puthentic. & 
accompanying article). 

Author David Lifton, tn his new or: 
“Beat Evidence,” published by Meacmillar.-, 
advances a different, far more radical eg1>- 
planation for tbe discrepancies 

@ ASSASSINATION. 
Continued from Page A23 
the observations of the Dallas doctors and 

_ the autopsy photographs: that between the 
time Kennedy's body left Dalias and the” 
time it arrived in the autopsy room at the 
Brthesda Naval Hospital in Maryland 
some six hours later, the wounds on the 
corpse were surgically altered to change 
the evidence concerning the number and 
direction of shots, as part of.a plot to sup- 
port the single-assassin theory. 
~~ 

“4; 

Lifton cites an FBI report prepared by 
two agents who attended the autopsy, 
James Sibert and Francis O'Neill. The re- 

, Port, declassified and released years after 
the Warren report was ‘published, states 

‘that “... it was also apparent that a tra- 
cheotomy had been performed, as well as 
surgery of the head area, namely in the top 
of the skull.” No surgery other than the 
tracheotomy was performed by the Dallas 
doctors. In subsequent memoranda, Sibert 
explained that his statement was based on 

REWRKS MOE AT THE me By mre Wad Ae 

topsist, Dr. James J. Humes. 
The 700-page book, whose thesis Lifton , 

himself admits strains the imagination, is 
nonetheless a thoroughly researched ac- 
count based largely on public documents 
and buttressed by new evidence in the 
form of statements from several Bethesda 
hospital technictans and military bystand- 
ers who were eyewitnesses to the move- — 
ments of Kennedy's body. 

Concerned that some of these witnesses 
might later retract what they told him, Lif- 
ton recorded their statements on videotape 

which has been viewed by The Globe. Lif-. 
ton said he was moved to interview the Be- 
thesda attendants after reading a state- 
ment in one of the volumes of the House: 

s



(ASS ss nS COMAUTER REPORT ISSUEd yw 
1979, saying that Kennedy's body had ar- 
rived at Bethesda in a body bag. This con- 
flicted with the testimony of many wit- 
nesses who told the Warren Commission 
the body left Dallas wrapped in sheets. 

Lifton located witnesses who told him 
that Kennedy's body first arrived at. Be- | - 
thesda in a plain gray shipping casket, not 
the bronze casket it left Dallas in, and that 
the body was inside a zippered body bag. | 

In a telephone interview, retired Brig. 
Gen. Godfrey McHugh, President’ Kenne- 
dy's Air Force aide who said he was with 
the President's casket for all but five min- 
utes or so'that day: castigated Lifton’s. 
book as “ab&olutely absurd: it’s full of Hes. 
and false traplications."* When he wasn’t 
with the casket, McHugh said, Mrs. Kenne— 
dy, aides or the Secret Service always were: 
He said he saw the President's body taken 
out of the bronze casket inside the Bethes- 

,da morgue, but he conceded he could not 
attest to the fact that the body was inside 
that casket from the time it left Parkland 
Hospital until it reached 'the morgue... 

Besides photo forgery, rejected by The 
Globe panel, and the more radical Lifton — 
thesis of surgical alteration, there is a. 
third, quite‘Innocent, possibility advanced 
by some, including the House Assaseina- | 
tions Committee, as an explanation for the 
discrepancies between the Dallas and Be- 
thesda observations: that the Parkland. 
physicians, concerned chiefly with trying 
fo save Kennedy's life rather than observe 
his wounds, simply were mistaken in what. 
they saw. a eee : 

A variation of the mistaken hypothesis 
is that, as Dr. Grossman suggested, the 
‘Dallas doctors erroneously. described the 
head wound. The autopsy photograph of 
the right side of Kennedy's head, seen by . 
The Globe at the National Archives but not 
shown to the Dallas doctors, depicts a mas- 
sive wound Which extends about two 
Inches behind the ear toward the. back of. 
the head. It is possible, according to Gross- 
man, that the doctors loosely used the 
word “occipital” in describing a wound 
that extended to the back fifth of the head, 
or that they assumed, without lifting up 
the head, that the defect did reach the 
back. . 

Whatever the answer, it Is likely that 
few will be satisfied, and that The Globe's 
Dallas interviews add up to another myste; 
rious footnote to the Kennedy legacy. 


