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H.R. 1540 

September 17, 1976 

"Resolved, that there is hereby a select conmaitiee 
to be composed of twelve members of the House of. 
Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker, one 
of whom he shall designate as chairman . . . 

"fhe select cormittee is authorized and directed to 
conduct a full and complete investigation and study 

_ of the circumstances surrounding the death of John 
FP, Kennedy and the death of Martin Luther iar papa 

5 
and any others the select committee shall de 

"For the purpose of carrying out this resolution the 
select committee . . . is authorized to sit and act 
during the present Congress... and to r quire, by 

records, correspondence, memorandums, papers, and 
Wi : a oad 

vy © # «€ 

Veast; 280 
ot 

"Nays"; 65 .- 
ipresentils: iL 

"So the resolution was agreed to." 
fy 

And so, one week short of the twelfth anniversary of 

the issuance of the Warren Report and seven-and-a-half years afte 

Bari Ray pleaded "technically guilty" in an abbrevaited mini-t 

States has declared both. crimes to be unsolved homicides, By © 

iopsiaced vote of 280 to 65 the House of Representatives £ 

that the Government's "official" verdict is ne loncey Cc £OOd ene 

ik 

£ 

a 

oh, 

ial, 

woile preclaiming his imnocence, the Congress of the United 

T. 
Us. 

S has proclaimed



"ET say it's about tine," says Theodore RupYerman, a 
judge in New York Surrega Court who in 1966 ang again in 1467 
as a Republican Congressman from New Yoxuk City's Silk St 

District was the first to imtroduce a sesointion aimed at re-opening 
the investigation into President Ke mnedy! is assassination His 

resolution never emerged from the Rules Committee, 

not totally Surprised, "Pearl Harbor Was re-invest tigated three or 
four times,” he notes, "Phey came in.with re eports which were 
really unacceptable and finally they did a definitive one Tais 

just tock longer,? 

There are those who feel that Kupfernan's resolution 
might have borne fruit in 1967 had it not been for the emergence 

of one Jim Garrison -- the fiambouyant New Orleans District Attorney 
“who announced triumphant! y to the press early that. year that he 

2 ACL, af 

hac "solved" the crime, Nany drew back to wait and see, Many 

indeed unraveled the mystery while deep down only hoping that it 

was true. Of course, the case was far from solved, and the under- 
current pressures fro a Congressional inguiry that lay restlessly 

SHOl uldering ¥ while the relentless prosecutor pursued his case were 

doused and buried on March 1, 1969 when a gury tock 53 minutes to 

unanimously acquit Clay.L. Shaw of conspiring to murder the President 
of the United States, 

There are also those who maintain that 

that Congress did not re-open the case in 1967. A Congress unitiated 

by the official deceptions of the Vietnan War; by the assassination 

plots and domestic Spying of the Central Intelligence Agency; by 

the as yet unexposed cointelpro program of J. Edgar Hoover's FBI 
would hardly have been prepared to believe that the Federal bureau-
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cracy had deliberately withheld, destroyed, and altered evidence, 

The possibility that the Warren Commission might have engaged in a 

conscious cover-up would certainly have been a hard pill for 

Congress to swallow. And with the crusty old dossier-keeping 

Hoover still around, would Congress have been any less reluctant 

to challenge his deniais than was the Warren Commission? 

Garrison's failure was widely heralded by a non- 

conspiratorial~minded press as a reaffirmation of the Warren 

Commission's findings, ut while it had once again become 

‘respectable to believe the Warren Report, few really did, Like 

an elusive cramp it continued to gnaw at the American consciousness, 

The 1968 assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert 

Kennedy, both by "lone assassins,” just like Oswald, dia little 

to still doubts, and as conspiracy rumors festered in both of 

those killings doubts about Dallas inevitably mounted. 

‘Though there is no official record of Congressional 

“interest at the time, Los Angeles newsman Peter Noyes reported in. 

his book "A LEGACY OF DOUBT," published in 1975, that a secret 

investigation in fact took place, According to Noyes, the 

Senate Judiciary Committee, then under the charmanship of Senator 

James Eastland of Mississippi, held secret hearings in the Fall 

of 1970 on both Kennedy assassinations. Noyes claimed that an 

Eastland aide had confirmed the probe to him and added that three 

of the committee's staff investigators had been to.the Los Angeles 

area searching for information on both murders, If that probe in 

fact did take place its findings remain a mystery.
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Just as the assassination of Lincoln remains a 

controversy more than a century after it occured it is doubtful 

that the passage of time would have stilled the doubts about the 

John Kennedy assassination and those that followed it, But it 
was the series of events and exposures beginning with Watergate, 

not the persistent lobbying of a smali band of critics, that 

culminated with the inevitable re-opening of the case, The 

shadow-world that nurtured the Waterbuggers E, Howard Hunt and 

‘Frank Sturgis; the murky illegal operations of the CIA} the 
assassination plots; obscure references to darkly hinted at events 

on the Nixon tapes; J. Edgar Hoover's psychotic pre-occupation 

with Nartin Luther King; CIA plots to kill Castro and hints that 
he may have retaliated; the emergence of previously classified 

Warren Commission Executive Session transeripts revealing a 

Commission terrified of J. Hdgar Hoover and resigned to an 

inevitable course in view of the Director's insistence upon 

Oswald's guilt. The assassination became a major topic on the 

college lecture circuit, and. for the first time thousands of 

students and faculty were seeing the long~suppressea Zapruder 

film of the assassination with its apparent refutation of the 

"lone assassin shooting from behind" findings of the Warren 

Comzission, In February 31975 the film was shown on national 

television by optics expert Robert Groden. The inevitable course 

of events had reached the point of no return. 

On February 19, 1975 Congressman Henry 8. Gonzalez of 

Texas, a passenger in the fateful Dallas motorcade, introduced 

House Resolution 20% calling for an investigation of the assass-— 

inations of John and Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther King, and the
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Ps 
f the Rennedy investigation, likening the ¥Yarren Heport to a “house 

of caris" that was about to "eome turbling down! , 

The following month Congressman Don Ndwards! Sub- 

comsittee on Civil Rights and Constitutional Rights, a committee 

with partial oversight power over the FBI, held hearings into 

Licgations that Lee Harvey Oswald had delivered @ threatenirs 

note to the Dallas headquarters of the FST just weeks before the 

assassination, and that the note had been destroyed after the 

assassination, The committee was treated to toteaily conflicting 

im fact threatening in tone, and under what circumstances it was 

fiushed down the toilet following the assassination. 6ne agent 

testified that he had been ordered by superiors "not to volunteer 

any information" to the Varren Cormission, Despite clear evidence 

of perjury, no further hearings were held and there was no pro- 

ion recommended, Presumably Edwards, himself a former FBI 

agent, saw no need, Transcripts of those cpen hearings, normally 

available from the Government Printing Office within 96 days, , 

are mot yet available after the passage o cw ety
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charinen of a special select sub-committee to investigate the role
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Later that month Bella Abzug's Subcommittee on Government ras
 

‘intornetion and fndividual Rights held hearings on National Archives 

declassification requests as they pertained to thé John Kennedy 

assassination, The Archives are the repository for the Warren 

Commission's files, Congresswoman Abzug's committee found that the 

Warren Commission had never received specific authorization to 

classify its transcripts and memos and that hundreds of Commission 

documents were withheld without legal basis, 

Several numbered Warren Comaission documents which were 

Supposed to be in the Archives were found not to be there by the 

Abzug committee, Among them: 

~- A memorandum concerning rumors that Oswald was a 

Government informer, 

-- FBI lab reports concerning examination of the Pres= 

idential limousine, 

~~ An informer's tape recording made by the Miami police 

on Novenber 10, 1963 in which a militant right-winger 

discussed a plot to kill the President, The plot 

involved the use of a high-powered rifle and the 

apprehension of a patsy Wjust to throw off the public." 

-~ Transcripts of an April 16, 1964 meeting of the 

Warren Commission, 

-- A memorandum dealing with unidentified prints found 

on cartons in the Texas School Book Depository. 

~~ Pages "0" and "TZ" of Jack Ruby's notebook,



-~ Several photographs and films of the assassination 

scene. 

~~ An FBI technical lab report concerning Spectrographic 

analysis of the ballistics evidence, 

-~ Records of Dallas Police and County Sheriff's office 

concerning arrests made on November 22, 1963, 

By November 1975 the Downing Resolution had 8% co-sponsors, 

and Gonzalez's 53. Excluding duplication there were now more than 
a hundred members of Congress who had leant their nanes to legis- 

lation airmed at re-opening one or more of the assassination probes, 

Nevertheless Madden held fast and refused to place either resolution 

on the agenda of the Rules Committee. Much of the resistance was 

said to stem from reluctance on the part of many Democrats to 

“embrace Senator Edward Kennedy who was still considered a draft 
possibility for the Democratic nomination. There does” “not ‘Seen to 

be any evidence that the Massachusetts Senator ever discouraged the 

investigation, however,.. His publicly articulated position was that 

while the family had no reason to doubt the findings of the Warren 

Commission report or the investigation into the assassination of 

Robert Kennedy, any judgent as to whether there is sufficient 
, 

evidence to warrant a re-examination of deaths "would have to be 

made by legal authorities." "I do not believe," he went on, "that 
their judgment should be influenced by any feelings or discomfort 
by any member of m family," Ni y



On March 18, 1976 Downing and Genralez took their 

directly to the floor of the House of Representatives. 

Joined. by several co-sponsors, an impassioned plea was made before 
Congress that the Rules ¢ mmittee be prodded into placing the 

resolutions on its agenda and freeing them for a floor vete, 

Madden relented, On Harch 31 Gonzalez and Downing pleaded their 

respective cases before the Rule Committee, Congre Ssman BLP, 

Sisk of California immedia tely moved that both resolutions be inde?- 

initely postponed without 

Anderson of Illinois proposed a substitute motion 

consideration be pestponcd until the Schweiker/Har hy eport, due 

fox release in late April, was available, The Anderso on Substitute 
motion was defeated in a tie 7 to 7 vote (a majority is needed to 

carry), but significantly the previously reealcitrant Madden voted 

for it. The Sisk motion, which would have effectively killed both 

resolutions was then comfortably beaten baci by a vote of GS to 6, 
7 
ne showdown in the Rules Committee was hardly a victory -- the 

+ 

resoliticns were once again off the agenda and had failed to make 

3
 

it to the floor of the Hase ~~ but nor was it a demoralizing defeat, 
i} aye" vyotes on the Anderson Substitute motion were 2 more 

ho
 

by
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than Downing and Gonzales had expected. Another 

subconussittee, Despite Schweikerts announced intentions te inter-~ Mss 
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estanlished as conduits for financing of the Bay of Pi 

tion. CGther indications that Oswald's cone man chanter of the 

wight have been an intelligence cover as well as other 

provocative clues point 
H ng toward some intelligence connection 

it
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 - Cswald were likewise passed over, 

The greatest shortcoming of the Schweiker/Hart report 

however, was its assumption that certain correlaries were to be 

taken for granted because of the narrow mandate of the investiga~ 

tion. A passage that was widely quoted by the Press Stated that 

the committee "has not uncovered evidence sufficient to justify a 

conclusion that there was a conspiracy to assassinate President 

Kennedy". But hardly quoted at all was & Significant disclaimer 

which in effect acknowledged that no such evideme had been sought. - 

On the < ery first page of the report it was Stated that "the 

committee did not attempt to duplicate the work of the Warren 

Commission. It. did not: review one of the principal questions facing the Commission: Whether Lee, Harvey Oswald was in fact the assassin of President Kennedy." Members of the Church Committee who informed 

the press that they intended to examine Oswald's motives during the 

95th Congress had apparently also missed that paragraph when they 

read the report of their subcommittee, 

Despite its shortcomings the Schweiker/Uart report 

served as one more lethal blow against the Warren Report. The 

report had documented the deliberate withholding of - 

relevant evidence from the Warren Commission by both the CIA and 

the FBI. 

Other events were also taking shape:



With the nomination of Jimny Carter one more obstecle 

preventing a Congressional investigation of the Kennedy assass~ 

ination disappeared, Congressman Thomas .. - (Pip) O'Neill, a 

close ally of the Kennedy family and the man who will succeed 
retiring Speaker of the House Carl Albert next term, began to 

inquire about further details of the Downing Resolution. Other 

menbers of the House who had resisted the Downing and Gonzalez 

resolutions while there remained some chance Edward Kennedy 

would be the party standard bearer now seemed more receptive to. 

the idea of some sort of House inquiry, Interest became even 

more pronounced following the August Zangland style killing of 

mobster John Roselli, the third member of the CIA/Mafia conspiracy 

to assassinate Castro to die within a year (William Harvey, the 

CIA man assigned to Supervise the project had succombed to a 

heart attack in June, and Chicago Mafia chieftain Sam Giancana 

-had been slain just prior to his scheduled appearance before the 

Church Cormittee on the subject of the Castre endeavor). 

in August veteran Warren Commission critic Mark Lane 

obtained an audience with Martin Luther King's widow, Coretta King, 

that was to prove to be the proverbial straw that broke the camel's 

back, Lane presented Mrs, King with material which he was preparing 

to publish in the August 26 issue of NEWSWORKS, a Washington under- 

sround newspaper which has since folded. The article contained 

information which seemed to implicate the director of the M emphis 

Police and Fire Departments, a former FBI man who had had a close 

personal relationship with Hoover, with responsibility for removing 

black menbers of the two departments sympathetic to King from the 

vicinity of the Lorraine Motel, the scene of the a8Sassination, 

prior to the murder,



Lane was to receive an unfavorable backlash over his 

"discoveries", The NEWSWORKS article had clearly implied that the- 
information was uncover red aS a result of Lane's own investigations 

when in fact most. of the revelations had appeared in a copyrighted 

ticle by Long Island NEWSDAY reporter Les Payne published and 

nationally syndicated though not widely picked up) by that paper 

on February 15, 1976. Much of the raterial had also appeared in 

"PRAME-UP", a 1971 exposé of the King case by Harold Weisberg, 

ge
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Nevertheless, the Mark Lane/Coretta King meetin 

have a swift impact, Mrs. Kin ng met immediately with the leadership 

of the Congressional Black Caucus which had long supported a Congres~ 

Sional review of the xing assassination (most of the Caucus members 

were co-sponsors of the Gonzalez bil 1), but had not made it a 

legislative priority, At the behest of Mrs. King it new became 

their first priority. 

Leaders of the Black Caucus comm 2enced meetings With the 

leadership of the House, Spe aker Carl AM ert, and his successor-to-~ 

be Tip C'Neill. The Caucus desired the assistance of the leadership 

in pushing through an immediate bill that would authorize the Caucus 

to investigate the King assassination. The Leadership, however, 

opposed any such Limited legislation and declined to Support any 

an investigation of the sennedy assassination, At this point 

Congresszan Downing was brought inte the discussions, A 

po
ol

 accestadvie to all parties was soon harmered out: The ieadership 

would heln push the Downing resolution through the Rules Committee 

28% would create a committee that did not inelr ide in its wane 

a ; > “ 5 xr ee ss 44+ LG rd i 
Opposed re-opening the Kenneds investigation in 1966, saying JT 

nied > Fagen ~ + : > = Tf \ 

never jee upset over miner inconsistencies Such @3 an extra bullet"),
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of the new select committee, a post whi 

his since his legislation had preceded SJowning's, and since it 

was his resolution, not Downing's that called for an investigation 

fle
 of the King assassination. A third factor which Gonzalez felt 

should have ruled out Downing as the Chairman was the fact that 

Downing was retiring from the Congress, and hense a new Chairman 

would have to be selected in January anyway, resulting in a loss 

ef continuity. 

in fact, Downing seemed the obvious choice for the Chairnan~ 

Ship. A veteran of eighteen years in the House he is one ef the 

‘most respected members of that body with a strong reputation for 

honesty, The fact that he was retiring meant that he could not be 

accused of attempting to further his political career, and more than 

anything else, the committee requires credibility during these 

crucial formative months if it is to be re~constituted by the next 

Congress, , | 

Though no one will admit as much, it is likely that Gonzalez 

forward to.a 1975 conspiracy book entitled "COUP DItEPAT In AMERICA, 

THe CIA AND THE ASSASSINATION OF JOHN F. KENNEDY", by Michael 

Canfield and A.J, Weberman also contributed to the feelings that 

Downing would be a wiser initial choice for the Chairmanship than 

Gonzalez, Weberman, a founder of the Yippies and its. newspaper 

THe YIPSTER TIMES is well known for his claims that most of the 

critics of the Warren Commission are actually agents of the Centra’? 

Intelligence Agency. He is also one of the main pretagonists of 

the theory that two tranps, apparently under arrest, shown in 

photographs at the scene following the John Kennedy assassination 

are actually Frank Sturgis and E, Howard Hunt of Vatergate fame,
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“he Claim is derided by most Warren Commission critics (all agents 

or dupes according to Weberman), and was eagerly embraced by David 

Belin and the Rockefeller Commission as one of the irresponsible 

clains of the "critics", 

The week after the House vote Speaker Albert announced the 

membership of the select committee, It includes eight Democrats 

(Yvonne Burke, Walter Fauntroy, Harold Ford, and Louis Stokes, -- 

all of the Black Caucus, plus Chris Dodd, Thomas Downing, Henry 

Gonzalez and Lunsford Preyer) and four Republicans (Samuel Devine, 

Stuart McKinney, Burt falcott*, and Charles Thone}. Gnly one of 

the committee members, Samnel Devine, had opposed passage of the. 

Resolution. Devine's role on the committee pears watching in view 

of his efforts in 1964 to support the internal maneuverings of one 

of his Republican colleagues on the Warren Commission, then Minority 

Leader Gerald Ford, | 

Ford, after failing in his attempt to get one of the 

more liberal members of the Warren Commission's Legal staff fired, 

apparently sought assistance,from his friends in Congress, The 

lawyer in question, Norman Redlich, had been connected with the 

Hmergency Civil Liberties Committee, an adjunct of the ACLU formed 

to deal with civil liberties issues growing out of the Civil Rights 

Movement. It was one of uiany similar liberal organizations declared 

to be Communist "frents" by the House Un-American Activities Committee 

and the PBI in the 1950's, Devine, a former FBI agent and former 

chairman of the Ohio Un-American Activities Committee before entering 

the Mouse, wrote Warren Commission General Counsel J, Lee Rankin: 

* Talcott was not re-elected, and will be replaced,
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devote full time to ergainizing the committee staff and procedures 

when the 

impossibility for Gonzalez, 

Sprague was under active consideration alimest from the 

beginning, even while Fensterwald was still considered a candidate. 

As Special Prosecutor for Washington County Pennsylvania from 1970 

to 1975 he had drawn national acclain by unraveling the compl x 

conspiracy behind the brutal murder of United Mine Yorkers reformer 

Joseph (Jock) Yablonski. At one time Sprague had been nominated for 

the job of Special Watergate Prosecutor by an unlikely coalition 

that included Joseph Ruah, former head of the Liberal Americans for 
. f : 

Democratic Action, and Philadelphia's Right-leaning law-and-order 

Mayor Prank Rizzo, — Sprague's appointment as acting Chief Counsel 

and Staff Director (the entire committee must officially ratify 

the choice when it next meets on November 15} was announced on 

Cctober 4, the same day the WASHINGTON STAR carried the Fensterwald 

item, 4 

The choice of Richard Sprague immediately evoked the 

“suspicions of many of the Warren Commission cirtics, for during 

eight of seventeen years that Sprague had spent in the Philadelphia 

District Attorney's office his boss had been District Attorney Arlen 

Specter, the same man who, aS Warren Commission Counsel, had 

constructed the notorious single~bullet theory. It was this theory 

that had enabled the Warren Commission to account for what. appeared» 

to be too many wounds and too many shots fired in too short a 

period of time for one individual with one decrepit World War IT 

surplus rifle to have done all the shooting, z ’ 5
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"Specter's job was to make a case fit the pre~conceptions 

that there was no conspiracy and that Lee Harvey Oswald did the 

shooting," observed onecritic when informed of the oprague choice, 

“Hew is [Sprague/ going to investigate his former associate?! 

Another critic observed initially that "Specter's work 

ought to be the focus of any decent investigation of the assas- 

Sinations,! opening that "if the new commission has integrity it 

would not appoint as investigator one who worked. under him," 

Sprague is adamant that he would not hesitate to go after 

Specter if the evidence warranted it. ny have no probiem in going 

wherever the evidence leads," he states amy. Whoever has 

any involvement suffers whatever may be. 

Those who know Sprague are almost unanimous in their high 

epinion of his integrity. They all seem to share the opinion that 

Arien Specter will find little relief from Dick Sprague if the 

latter concludes that Specter was a party te a conscious cover-ubD. 

, Sprague was appointed First Assistant District Attorney 

under Specter in 1966, and ih that position wielded more power 

‘than any previous occupant of the job. Specter, who was busy 

cultivating his own political ambitions, virtually delegated the 

day-to-day operations of the DA's office to Sprague who was more 

than happy to accept the responsibility. sprague, 2 Democrat, was 

in turn extremely loyal to his Republican boss and resisted intense 

pressure to run against Specter for the office of District Attorney 

despite the fact that he was generally considered the only Democratic 

candidate who could easily defeat Specter, 

Nevertheless sources who were close to Sprague at the time 

maintain that the relationship between Sprague and Specter was 

often a cool one. Sprague was said to disapprove of mich of



office, and on more than one occasion their differences reached 

the Philadelphia media, precipitating rumors of a Sprague/Specter 

La
y ift. At one point Specter is reported te have barred Sprague 

irom accepting the job as special prosecutor on the Yahlonski case 

Sprague threatened to quit and Specter backed down, That jetermin- 

ation and defiance seons characteristic of this man's remarkabl> 

Following his graduation from Penn Law School Sprague 

joined the Public Defender's Office where his tireless work on behal? 

of His clients earned him the notice of the District Attorney's office. 

He joined the. DA's office in 1958 at the age of 55, and earned the 

Ricknare "Whe iron man", after working the courtroom for 57 consec- 

Specter, the highest position in the DA's office beneath the District 

Attorney himself. As First Assistant Sprague ran a staff of more 
TG Pia than 220 Assistant DAts -- the largest legal office in the city of 

peers as “the prosecutor's prosecutor and the best che-on-one ~ 

presecutor in the world He became a feared opponent in the court- 

reom, Juring his career as prosecutor he supervised over 15,000 

criminal cases including over 400 homicides. He tried 7i First-
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Joseph and Renneth Yablonski, wrote the 

as "surviving members of a family which 

‘Cx conspiracy . . . we shall be forever 

Srateful for the remarkable performance of Mr. Sprague and his 

assistants in solving what many believed to be an insoluable criue, 

AS a courtroom advocate Mr, Sprague has no peer. AS a couscientious 

and dedicated law enforcement official, he already ranks among the 

greatest in the history of Anglo-American jurisprudence,” 

The Yablonski case brought to light another fascinating 

aspect of Mr, Sprague'’s complex make-up, Criticized for prosecuting 

a state case on Philadelphia time Sprague, who was paid only expenses 

for his Special Prosecutorial role, produced records to show that 

he had taken vacation time to conduct the trials (over several years 

in the DA's office he had accumulated approximately 7 months of 

unused vacation time). 

sprague had pecome a national figure, but ironically his 

public mreer in Philadelphia was about to take a dramatic plunge. 

In a startling upset Arien Specter was defeated in his 

bid for re-election in 1974 by #. Emmet Fitzpatrick, his relatively 

unknown Democratic opponent, Despite a general Shake~-up of staff 

Sprague was asked to stay and was promised the same level of 

responsibility. he had under Specter. 

Fitzpatrick, however, seemed to he uncomfortable with 

sprague, and he did limit Sprague's authority. In what appeared 

to be an obvious move to undercut his famous First Assistant 

Fitzpatrick commissioned an "independent" study of the District 

Attorney's office by a legal consultant who was a close friend and 

political ally. The report recommended the abolition of the First 

Assistants position and accused Sprague of being a virtual dictator
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who used "iron control" and impeded implementation of policy by 

isolating the District Attorney from his staff, Fitzpatrick, 

feigning surprise, stood strongly by Sprague and disavowed any 

intention of removing him, 

Sprague, meanwhile, continued to prosecute the Yablonski 

case, and began to use his national prominence as 2 prosecutor to 

speak out against what he considered to he inadequate performance 

by Watergate Special Prosec ‘ator Leon Jaworski, and against the 

plea bargained resignation of Spiro Agnew which he likened to 

"a guy who commits murder being allowed to plead ¢g enilty te carrying 

a gun", The plea, he wrote in a NEW YORK TIMES op~ed piece, "reit~ 

erated the long-held belief that nothing happens to those at the 

top, that the bigger you are, the lighter you fall and the more 

lenient your treatment", Jaworski, he wrote in the same piece, 

was "plea bargaining at Monday morning bargain rates", citing the 

latter's decision to allow former Attorney General Richard Kleindeinst 

to plead guilty to a minor misdemeanor of giving "incomplete" 

testimony pefore the Senate Judiciary Committee when in fact he 

had committed perjury, a felony. Sprague called the reduced plea 

a'perversion" of the law. He was even more critical of Jaworski'ts 

action in telling the Watergate Grand Ju ury that they could not indict. 

Richard Nixon, claiming that the determination was a judicial one 

which rigntfully Should have been decided by Judge Sirica, In any 

event Sprague wrote that Jaworski had "misused and abused" his 

position as Special Prosecutor by not informing the Grand Jury that 

it was not bound by his decision, Sprague later extended his attack 

upon Javorski following President Ford's pardon of Nixon, In a 

letter to TIME magazine Sprague wrote that “Mr. Jaworski is not 

making the slightest attempt to uphold nis own solemn oath of office
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sprague seers to sense that he is in for the battle of his 

life, The Kennedy/King inguiry is likely to make the Yablonski case 

look like a purse-snatching incident by comparison, Ue can exnect 

littie of the Federal assistance this time that he had in solving 

the Yablonski murders. The Justice Department and the FBI consider 

the Kennedy and King murders to be "solved" homicides, and the 

credibility and integrity of those and other Government agenctes is 

certain te suffer from any complete investigation of cither murder, 

may take years, and the effort may prove. fruitless, 

but one suspects that if anyone can unravel the mysteries of Dallas 

and Memphis the Downing Committee has found its man.


