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The 
JFK 

Cas 
By 

Jacob 
Cohen 

«
c
a
n
 

one 
explain 

the 
extraordi- 

ry 
d
e
c
r
e
e
 

of 
political 

distrust 
and, 

Jihat, 
the 

p
e
r
v
a
s
i
v
e
 

taste 
for 

and 
c
o
n
s
p
i
r
a
c
y
 

w
h
i
c
h
 

is 

Old 
cor 

Iracy 
theories 

. 
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R
o
s
e
n
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Jacob 
Cohen, 
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m
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m
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a
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tq 
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fanrous 

rican 
Ristory, 

Ste 
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a
d
a
p
t
e
d
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Ay 
per. 

a
d
o
n
p
e
r
 

version 
pub- 

O
c
t
o
b
e
r
 

1978 
issue 

of 
© 

1975 
by 

on 
of 

Presi- 
nedy) 

are 
aut 

of 
the 

dustbin 
d 

esjuying 
new 

life; 
there 

s
e
e
m
 

to 
m
o
r
e
 

than 
e
n
o
u
g
h
 

readers 
tor 

five 
ferent 

treatments 
of 

that 
laugh- 

¢ 
..1lhe 

D
e
m
o
n
s
 
Are 

A 

‘Living 
with 

these 
slight 

ambiguities 
should 

not 
prove 

an 
impossible 

burden 
for 

a 
citizen 

to 
carry 

through 
life 

as 
c
o
m
p
a
r
e
d
 

with 
the 

manifest 
impossibilities 

demanded 
by 

the 
critics "version 

of 
the 

shootings.’ 

able 
n
o
n
-
m
y
s
t
e
r
y
,
 

the 
B
e
r
m
u
d
a
 

Triangle; 
the 

fiying-saucer 
faithful 

are 
riding 

high; 
and 

a 
new 

species 
of 

high-class 
m
u
n
s
t
e
r
 
m
o
v
i
e
 

(
T
h
e
 

Con- 
versation, 

C
h
i
n
a
t
o
w
n
,
 

Night 
M
o
v
e
s
,
 

The 
Darallay 

\ 
with 

the 
m
o
n
s
t
e
r
 

reocand 
scl 

m
e
n
a
c
e
.
 

“The 
m
e
s
s
a
r
e
 

in 
these 

m
o
v
i
e
s
 

seenis 
to 

be 
that, 

we 
are 

s
u
r
r
o
u
n
d
e
d
 

by 
u
n
c
o
n
q
u
e
r
a
b
l
y
 

c
o
m
p
l
e
x
 

and 
sinister 

forces; 
w
i
t
h
d
r
a
w
a
l
 

and 
re 

i 
care 

offered 
us 
a
p
p
r
a
p
r
t
a
r
e
 

r 
The 

c
u
s
t
o
m
a
r
y
 

ex 
i 

s 
that 

recent 
reve 

> 
W
a
t
e
r
-
 

gate, 
V
i
e
t
n
a
m
,
 

the 
CEA 

and 
F
B
T
 

et 
Lo 

have 
c
a
u
s
e
d
 

and 
p
e
r
h
a
p
s
 

jusnily 
the 

present 
m
o
o
d
 

of 
distrust 

and 
that 

s
o
u
n
d
 

r
e
c
t
i
t
u
d
e
 

on 
high 

vy 
dispel 

ic, 
H
o
w
e
v
e
r
,
 

close 
e
x
a
m
i
n
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

cultural 
scene 

re- 
veals 

that 
this 

is 
only 

part 
of 

the 
e
x
p
l
a
n
a
t
i
o
n
 

and 
p
e
r
h
a
p
s
 

not 
the 

most 
i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

part. 
E-believe 

we 
are 

deal- 

ing 
with 

habits 
of 

m
i
n
d
 

in 
the 

very 
center 

of 
our 

life 
and 

t
i
m
e
s
 

which 
P
o
s
i
t
i
v
e
l
y
 

revel 
in 

m
y
s
t
i
f
i
c
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

which 
do 

not 
wish 

te 
k
n
a
w
 

the 
truth 

and 
perhans 

could 
not 

recognize 
it 

if 

t
h
e
y
 

sa 
Let 

m
e
t
 

of 
the 

facts 
in 

dispu 

the 
assassination 

of 
President 

Kenne- 
dy. 

1} 
offer 

t
h
e
m
 

not 
to 

dispose 
of 

the 
ryyvatery 

which 
attaches 

(fo 
m
e
 

there 

is 
no 

m
y
s
t
e
r
y
,
 

the 
truth 

being 
quite 

clear) 
but 

an 
e
x
a
m
p
l
e
 

of 
h
a
w
 

p
o
w
e
r
f
u
l
 

feelings 
of 

distrust 
arise 

and 
b
r
e
e
d
 

u
p
o
n
 

t
h
e
m
s
e
l
v
e
s
,
 

p
o
w
e
r
-
 

fully 
resisting 

any 
efforts 

to 
dispel 

them. 
{In 

his 
C
o
m
m
e
n
t
a
r
y
 

article, 
C
o
h
e
n
 

a
n
a
l
y
z
e
s
 

and 
d
i
s
m
i
s
s
e
s
 

a
r
z
u
m
e
n
t
s
 

fer 
a 

s
e
c
o
n
d
 

a
s
s
a
s
s
i
n
 

of 
President 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
.
 

He 
r
e
v
i
e
w
s
 

the 
findings 

of 
five 

doctors 
e
m
p
a
n
e
l
e
d
 

by 
Atty. 

Gen. 
R
a
m
s
e
y
 

Clark 
to 

study 
the 

a
u
t
o
p
s
y
 

i 

ustrate 
by 

m
a
t
e
r
i
a
l
s
 

and 
the 

reports 
of 

nine 
dac- 

tors 
w
h
o
 

have 
seen 

the 
X
-
r
a
y
s
 

a
n
d
 

photographs 
of 

President 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
.
 

C
o
h
e
n
 

a
r
g
u
e
s
 

that 
the 

W
a
r
r
e
n
 

C
o
m
-
 

m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

findings 
h
a
v
e
 

heen 
c
o
m
n
p
e
-
 

tently 
r
e
v
i
e
w
e
d
 

and 
c
o
n
f
i
r
m
e
d
.
]
 

e
e
 

oF 
& 

it 
is 

i
m
p
o
s
s
i
b
l
e
 

to 
s
o
o
t
h
e
 

e
v
e
r
y
 

d
o
u
b
t
 

g
e
n
e
r
a
t
e
d
 

by 
this 

v
e
r
i
t
a
b
l
e
 

religion 
of 

suspicion, 
but 

let 
m
e
 

try 
to 

deal 
with 

two 
lines 

of 
a
r
g
u
m
e
n
t
 

which 
for 

some 
indicate 

there 
must 

he 
fire 

behind 
all 

the 
s
m
o
k
e
.
 
One 

con- 
cerns 

the 
timing 

of 
the 

shet 
which 

struck 
Gov. 

C
o
n
n
a
l
 

and 
the 

other 
c
o
n
c
e
r
n
s
 

the 
f
a
m
o
u
s
 

bu 
i 

399, By 
n
o
w
 

all 
agree 

thar 
the 

single- 
assassin 

theory 
requires 

that 
ane 

bul- 
let 

strike 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

high 
in 

the 
back, 

exit 
f
r
a
m
 

throat, 
and 

then 
hit 

Gov. 
Connally. 

caus 
of 

his 
five 

w
o
u
n
d
s
 

and 
b
r
o
k
e
n
 

bones: 
(2) 

an 
entry 

w
o
u
n
d
 

in 
the 

b
a
c
k
 

near 
the 

right 
a
r
m
p
i
t
:
 

(2) 
ash: 

and 
an 

exit 
w
o
u
n
d
 

h
e
l
o
w
 

the 
r 

nipple 
and 

28 
d
e
g
r
e
e
s
 

below 
the 

back 
w
o
u
n
d
,
 

(3 
(2) 

an 
entry 

w
o
u
n
d
 

on 
the 

kmuickle 
side 

of 
the 

right 
wrist 

about 
two 

inches 
up 

f
r
o
m
 

the 
wrist 

joint 
and 

a 
broken 

wrist 
bone; 

(4) 
an 

exit 
w
o
u
n
d
 

on 
the 

p
a
l
m
 

side 
three-fourths 

of 
an 

inch 
a
b
o
v
e
 

the 
wrist 

crease; 

in 
Our 
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The 
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Star 

o 
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® 
Hobbies 

and 
(S).a 

shalkae 
p
u
n
c
t
u
r
e
 

of 
the 

left 

thinh 
abeut 

§ 
inches 

a
b
e
v
e
 

the 
knee. 

C
o
n
n
a
l
l
y
 

was
 

seated 
an 

the 
furip- 

seat 
directly 

in 
front 

and 
shyhtly 

ta 

the 
left 

of 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
:
 

i 
see 

h
o
w
 

a 
bullet 

exiting 
f
r
o
m
 

the 
president's 

threat 
contd 

miss 
h
u
n
 

(which 
is 

one 
reason 

the 
first 

genera. 

tion 
critics 

strove 
so 

might 
to 

keep 

that 
bullet 

front 
comics: 

through). 
Uf 

the 
bullet 

didi 
miss 

Coneaily, 
tt 

could 

not 
have 

missed 
the 

m
e
r
a
y
 

of 
the 

open 
car, 

and 
the 

a
b
s
e
n
c
e
 

of 
anv 

d
a
m
a
g
e
 

to 
the 

car 
c
a
u
s
e
d
 

by 
a 

bigh- 
s
p
e
e
d
 

bullet, 
b
a
r
e
l
y
 

s
l
a
w
e
d
 

by 
its 

p
a
s
s
a
g
e
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

the 
p
r
e
s
i
d
e
n
t
'
s
 

neck, 
argues 

strongly 
that 

the 
bullet 

in 
fact 

struck 
Connally. 

The 
car 

was 
t
h
o
r
o
u
g
h
l
y
 

e
x
a
m
i
n
e
d
 

by 
the 

F
B
I
 

e
h
a
v
e
 
K
n
o
w
n
 

w
h
a
t
 

2eal 

rescored 
up 

nat 
be- 

le 
of 

frb- 

not 
to 

tell 
thas 

Ir 
s
e
e
m
s
 

f
e
c
a
l
 

ta 
cenclude 

thar 
the 

buller 
struck 

Connally 
in 

the 

b
a
e
k
 

a
n
d
 

prectsely 
in 

the 
place 

he 

was 
A
c
t
u
a
 

Hu 

+ 
The 

a
m
b
i
g
u
i
t
y
 

fastened 
on 

by 
the 

c
r
i
i
c
s
 

arises 
h
e
c
d
u
s
e
 

the 
tanmous 

Z
a
p
r
u
d
e
r
 

film 
of 

the 
m
a
o
a
t
o
r
c
a
d
e
 

s
e
e
m
s
 

to 
s
h
o
w
 

C
o
n
n
a
l
i
v
 

being: 
hit 

weil 
after 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

but 
too 

soon 
after 

to 
allow 

for 
the 

possiivhty 
that 

he 
was 

struck 
by 

a 
second 

shot 
from 

the 

See 
D
I
S
T
R
U
S
T
,
 
H4 



DISTRUST 
Continued from H-l 

same rifle. Duting frames 207-225 of 
the film, which was running ar 18.3 
frames a second, Kenned is out of 
view, blocked by a sipal As he ree-, 
merges to view in frame 225 it is 
clear that he has already been hit: 
both hands are clutching at his throat 
(which, accarding to the critics, has 
nat yet been wounded). However, 
Connally's reaction is not dramati- 
cally visible until frame 237, perhaps 
a second after Kennedy was struck. 
Prof. Josiah Thompson, whose bovk 
Six Seconds in Dallas deserves a 
graphics award, has dwelled lovingly” 
on that and the ensuing three frames, 
directing the reader's attention to the 
sudden slump of Connaliy’s right 
Shoulder between frames 237-238 and 
the puff in his left cheek. Connally 
himself, reviewing the films frame by 
frame, thought he was hit somewhere 
between 231-234. He does not remem- 
ber ever being aware of wounds to 
his wrists and thigh. Both men, let it 
be stressed, were hit from above and 
behind, not from the knoll. Tne ques- 
tion Is, was it by. cne or two. assas-" 

sins? 

‘Delayed reactions to a bullet hit 
are not uncommon: by dwelling on 
the Zapruder film frame by frame 
the critics distort the timé values in 
the case. If, as to me seems obvious, 
Connally was struck bv the same bul- 
let as Kennedy, d reaction a second 
later does not present a major chal- 
lenge to the credibility of the com- 
mission's reconstruction of the 

- shocting. But there is one set of facts 
in the case — apart from the fact that 
the bullet which exited from Kenne- 
dy’s throat could not have missed 
Connally or the car — which proves 
beyond honest doubt ther they were 
hit by the same bullet, and that-nas to 
co with Goy Connally’s wrist 
wounds. No critic has ever disputed 
these basic facts or interpretauions of 
fa (1) tnat the wound of entry in 
Connally's wrist was on the knuckle 
(dorsal) side 144 inches further up the 
arm than the exit wound on the palm 
volar) side; (2) that the bullet which 
struck Connally’ Ss wrist had already 
struck something else, blunting its 
impact; (3) that Connally had a shal- 
lew puncture wound in his left thigh 
caused by a large missile whose 
force was almost dissipated by the 
ume it struck. As Howard Raffman, 4 
third-ceneration critic who has 
shaken down and shaped up a decade 
of criticism, puts it in his book: “It ts 
probable that one bullet caused all of 
Connally’s injuries.’” 

ra 

A careful perusal of the Zapruder 
film reveals that in frame 225, as 
Kennedy reemerrges into view from 
benind the sign, Connally's torso is 
turned slightly to the right and his 
head is turned far to the right, per- 

“dy there inf 

By frame 230, however, before. the 
critics say he was struck, Connally 
has begun ta turn ts his right; he has 
riveed his right hand. which is still 
clutching Une he his knuckles are 
just above and e his right shoul- 
der, tis cbew is at his side. All dur-; 
lag the Joti. as he continues his‘turn 
to the rigat, Connatly's knuckles are 
wt least shouider teh, his elbow at’ 
his side. By trume 240, shehtly more 
sthan a second after Kennedy was 
struck, he has turned 90 degrees to 
the right and 1s facing out the side of 
the car. A bullec striking Connally 

en the emics gay he wes hit thea 
awould have had to exit from the chest 
gta downward anple; to have taken 
at teast two sharp turns upward, in 
midair — right and then ieft into the 
knuckle side of the wrist, and then, 
upon exiting on the palm side, furtaer 
upin the an the wound of entry, 
would have had to execute a very 
sharp U-turn into the thigh Calso to 
avoid bitune the hat, which would 
have been struck if the bullet came 
strareht out the palm side): plainly * 
impossible. Indeed | in order for a gun- 
man to have wounded Connally in the 
wrist during those frames, he would 
have-to have been firing from the 
fioor of the car. But no gunman was 
noticed there. : . 

To aifirm the commission's version 
of the shooting, then. one need only 
live with the possibility that the 
Rovernor accuraiely remembers his, 
own thouchts and reacuons at the 
time hut nis reactions were 
shghtly cetaved. His fatlure ta 
remember-ever being hit in the wrist 

igh canfirms that he is mot the 
s to what happened, how- 
he remembers what he 

As for the sudden 
ever we 
thought happened. 
stump of the myht shoulder and the 

puff in the left cheek, they are clear- 
umes 257-235: but viewed 

in the context of the meving film are 

part of an earlier motion commenc- 
ing in frame 230, when Connally 
hegins 8 rapid turn to the right which 
is completed a little more than half a 
second ater in frame 246. Living with 
thes@ slight ambiguities should not 
prove an impossibie burden for a citt- 

yen to carry throush life as compared 

with the manif impoussibilities de- 

manded by the critics versian of the 

shooting. 
wat stenificantly, the criucs have 

no difficulty with the unpussibilities 

ot their own theertes. One of the rea- 

sons bhave dweiled on this matter in 

such detail i to demanstrate ie 

Reality happens only one wa 

not always follow the laws 

y, but that one way does 

of maxunum probability. 

Stranse things happen, and accounts of strange 

happenings must sound strange. 

hans executing the look backward 
the governor vividly recals making 
after the first shot. His right arm is 
over his lap, the wrist over the left 
thigh: his right rand, knuckles up, is 
frasping a wide-brimmed-hat. At 
that point, a split second after Kenne- 

hit, he is in perfect alignment 
ceive all his wounds. Assuming 

he was in something hke this posture 
a moment before, that would be the 
only moment when the double hit was 
plausible: but then that is the only 

utter recklessness of men who are re- 
spected as the most responsible 
erities of the Warren Cummission 
and the tolerance for recklessness 
which has devéloped in this country 

16 the last decade. The critics don't 
care 1G reconstruct 4 singular real- 
iy, preferring a straiegy of pure at- 
tack, from contradictory points of 
waew.. Testifying before the Rockefel- 
ler Cammission, Dr. Cyril Wecht, a 
professor ut the Duquesne University 
Sehoal of Law and chief medical 
_examuner, of Allegheny County, Pa., 
has the audacity lo argue that the 
tact that Connally sill held his hat in 
frame 237 proves that he hasn't been 
struck m the wrist vet. when Wecht 
must know that if Connally had not 
yer heen struck in the wrist, then he 
never was, for the wrist will never 

ain be in a position to receive its 
wounds frum any plausible source. I 
know of no crincal work on the assas- 
sination which even acknowledges 
Connally’s wrist as a problem for an 
alternative version of the shooting. 
And not because these writers are 
unaware of the problem; no one who 
has hved with these movable jigsaw- 
puzzle purts as lung as they have can 
fail to know exactly where the parts: 
refuse to fit together. Professors are 
raughtin graduate school that a com- 
plete cntical argument must include 

. frank acknowledgment of the difficul- 
Nes an one’s position, a rhetorical fig- 
ure known as prolepsis, and one 
which J am obviously fond of. 
Scholarship which avoids facing the 
‘obvious problems carries the scent of 
dishonesty. 

+ es 8 8 

All of which brings us finally to the 
famous ‘‘megic bullet,’’ as it has 
been dubbed by the critics, exhibit, 
399, which, in my view, presents the 
only serious challenge to the Warren 
Comrnission’s case; how serious, the 
reader can judge. 

The bullet was found on the ground 
flonr of the Parkland Hospital in 
Dallas, within an hour of the shoot- 
ing, by Darrell C. Tomlinson, the 
hospial’s senior engimecr. Kennedy 
and Cannatly had been taken on 
stretchers 10 two different emerpen- 
cy roams. The president remuined on 
his stretcher until he was declared 
dead, but the governor was immedi- 
ate;y iransferred to an operating 
table. Whereupon: a nurse, Jane C. 
Webster, rolicd the bloody sheets on 
fis stretcher into a small bundle; an 
orderly, RK. J. Jimison, placed it on 
an elevaior, and Tomlinson removed 
ilie strercher from the clevator, 
where op had been for perhaps 10 
munutes, and placed i ia a corridor 
on the rround floor of the hospital 
alongside another stretcher uncon- 
necied with the care of either man, 
Somewhat tater, Tomlinson shoved 
one of the stretchers against the wall 
and e Daliet redled out. He is not sure 
from which of the lwo stretchers, 

The bullet he found was a 6.5 mil- 
himeter, copper jacketed, Manniicher 

devia, 



ws 

Carcano, almost perfectly formed 
save fora shiyptht distortion mits lead 
Gane. Dp oweiphed 158 6 praris, about 

2S less than the average bullet of its 
tvpe, apparently the result of the 
tead missing from its base. Ballistic 
tests periormed in the next 24 hours 
established thar that bullet had been 
fared from the rifle, Oswald's, which 
was found miles away in the sixth 
floor of the Texas Book Depository. 
The last of Connally’s wounds was a 
shaliew puncture of the left thigh, 
caused by a large missile whose 
energy was almost entirely. expend- 
ed. Since no other Jarpe missile was 
recovered: which could be related to 
Connally’s wounds, and this one was 
found in conjunction with Connally's 
stretcher, the Warren Commission 
concluded that it was the bullet 
which had caused all of Connally's 
wounds after having passed unob- 
structed through Kennedy's neck. 

Through the years the critics took 
several jines of attack on the bullet. 
For a while, they tried to associate it 
with Kennedy's stretcher, implying it 
was the buliet which hit Kennedy in 

the back and worked itself out. That 
proved unproductive as it became — 
clear that the bullet which struck 
Kennedy in the back did not work it- 
self out, and furthermore, that 
Kennedy's stretcher was nowhere 
near the place where the bullet was 
recovered. Tnen the critics tried to 
argue that the metallic fragments 
recovered from Connally, plus those 
remaining in him and Kennedy, ex- 
ceéded the amount of meta! missing 
from the bullet, which if true would 
leave the commission’s case in a 
shambles. But that too failed to pan 
out: the weipht of the bullet is no 
longer considered a problem for the 
single-assassin theory. Then, for 
years, there were heated demands 

that’ the FEI release its spectro- 
graphic analysis of the bullet, which, 
critics promised. would prove that 
the metal recovered from the bodies 
was copper and/or from a different 
bullet. The recent release of that re- 
port should stymie this line of investi- 
gation, momentarily. 

Sull, a problem remains and it is a 
considerable one. Save for a slight 
distartion in the base, the bullet is 
nearly pristine. How. the critics ask, 
could a bullet which caused seven 
wounds and shattered two bones, 
Connaily’s rib and wrist, have 
emerged so unscathed? The Warren 
Commission never conducted tests to , 
2scertain the plausibility of the bul- 
let's shape, but other tests; on bullet 
velocity, left test bullets considerably 
more disturted than exhibit 399. 

Several experts testifying before the 
commission were clearly shaken by 
the buliet’s pristine shape and unruf- 
fled copper surface, and the commis- 
sion's own account of. the bullet 

shows the strain of advocacy. A fair 
summary of the expert testimony on 
the bullet is that its shape is improb- 

* 

able, highly improbable to some, but 
not impossible. 

Reality, i have said, happens only 
one way, but that one way does no. 

‘found in the bo 

always follow the laws of maximum 
probability. Strange things happen, 
thourh never impossible things, and 
accounts of strange happenings must 
sound strange. However, if accept- 
ance of exhintt 399 as the bullet which 

mplicates ong in an 

improbub 2 high order, consid- 
er the nnplicanons of the critics’ ver: 
sion of what happened 

Cleariv, exhibit 399 had ta have 
been playied by the real CONS pITai- 
tors. No other conclusion is possibic. 
Let us irv ta imapine how th 
have happened. Imme 
the shooung news comes ty 
cy Central that the president has 

. r and Haspttal; 
never 1s sent over to the hospi- 

spare hullet fired from Os- 
tle }ead from 

at more than was 
y. He drops it some- 

where, next toe Connally’s ftrercher, 
as haprens. One wonders, did he 
inquirc, “Whe Ji) Cnanally’s 
streteher? Cand 
wine he v. aryp7y Nie 
pecaomes clear that this bullet fits 
neatly into a sinvle-ssassin theory. 
All this effort, re is part ot a 

the bas 

outside this world and its evidences. 

massive scheme to hide the existence 

of a conspiracy from the authorities, 

when obviously the chances at the 

time tere over’, hueiming that a bullet 

from 6 td's ) dropped random- 

iv and srrationsliy in the hospital 

would nent direetiy at the existence 

of other conspurabits. Also, this ver- 

sion necessitates that the bullet 

which ecetiv hit Comally, resting 

finally nethe flesh of his heft dugh, is 

missing Or Was intenionaily hidden, 

and yf fidden. hidden before anyone 

have known, that would be | 

neces + AU official parties to the | 

decent, of course, have remained si- 

lent for more than 12 years. Readers 

who suspect me si constructing an . 

evadabie reductio ad absurdum are 

invited to construct a more believ~ 

able scenario. : 

ae brit that anvone, like Dr. 

Wecht, who has scen speculation 

after speculation about the assassi- 

naven refuted, and continues to pro- 

Clann fis vaet distrust of the Warren 

Commission's comelusions while 

hanging {ram iis narrow thread, 1s 

insjaration from a source 

ceuld 

F 
| 

rece 
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One foaqently beaie the opinion 
Hat phere ta siething Gishy otha the 
troct corpbcf habe, Ute gi ait beet Ginee Was 
eo COMMU bani Woe “er testy ON pra. 

thee ber etal orestotieg fhe esarnous 

ontreyersy whe lithe report has 

Wosoked: bat bthitk careful study of 
he histary of the controversy would 
chow that there is aotninge the com- 
nission cuuld have done to silence 
Re mene extreme cnitics or discour- 
ge thesmedia and the public's toler- 
ince for their antic accusations. Not 
hat thé commission is-beyond re- 
soach: Chief Justice Warren should 
ave forced ihe Kennedy family to 

elease the phorographs and X-rays 
3 the commission, and even today, 
ne wishes to press the Kennedy 
amily to provide an explanation of 
shy President Kennedy's brain, re- 
ioved by the autopsy doctors for 

aboratorv examination, was not sent 
3 the national archives along with. 
ag other autopsy materials. 
But to aenue thar these and other 
rrors provoked the controversy is to 
omit the tallacy post hoc ergo 
rapter hoc. In analyzing the specific 
ebate, as we have done, it is clear 
qat the extreme criticisms of the re- 
ort rested on demonologicai as- 
umptions which no rational argu- 
1ents could have forestalled. The 

ers on the commission could nor 
ave imagined that a kind of criti- 
ism would arise oblivious to the 
vethodology by which events are 
sually reconstructed. 

The public, for its part, can only be 
spectator to all this, as Walter 
ippmann said long ago, in. The 
‘hantom Public. It never judges 
‘sues on their merits — having nei- 
ier the time, inclination, opportuni- 
', nor ability — but rather form's its 
anclusions from ihe seund and style 
“the debate and its brute sense of 
le plausible. When the Gallup poll 
nds, as it has consistenly since tate 
‘96, that twe-thirds and more of the 
merican public doubt the essential 
wnciusions of the Warren Commis- 
on, that only means that many peo- 

le have heard an ill-mannered de- 
iaté raging and concluded that such 
lassionate and apparently weli-in- 
ormed dissent must signify 
omething. After all, where there is 
make there is fire. But the smoke in 
his case is only the smoke of verbal 
satue, a green, chemically produced 
nist not ar all lke the black billows 
vhich arise from real flames. What is 
larmung is that the public seems in- 
apable of detecting the difference 
‘ecuuse its Sense of the plausible has 

ome to include incredible charges of 
overnment wrong-doing. 

Actually, the speculations in the 
vennedy case are utterly illusory. 
vhole portions of respected bocks 
aust he discarded as worthless (one 
ninks of Thompson’s Six Seconds in 
dallas) for in matters of factual 
ruth, momentary ingenuity and 
apparently) passionate sinceriry 
ounr for nothing. Prof. Thompson, 
sho worked closely with Dr. Wechr 
1 preparing his book, hus known for 
early three years that major por- 
tons of it must be discarded as base- 
28s gossip, and so too has every stu- 

dent af the assassination. One recalls 
no public concessions uf error. 

Indeed in ine sente of articles naw 
appearing in the wake af Watergate, 
one nears the same ground wine over 
agian and ayains Mask Lane ae back 
on the coflede lectttte creat reliash- 
ing old mischief, mutt or which has 
even been discarded pv other eritics. 
A writer ike George ()’ Tatlé“aehose 
fanciful nook, The Assassiadiion 
Tapes, has received a hig play in the 
Sex magazines, rchearses lines of 
argument which he cdmiis are fur- 
fetched, as if to say: aav event w hich 
can generate such heated comment, 
even piainty absurd comment, can't 
be compierely ciean, And here is the 
stad old Saturday Evening Post, 
September 475, wath 4 NOFA 
Rockwell portrait of Kennedy on the 
cover, and within, sandwiched be- 
tween the familar homespun nestal- 
g1a, a section on the “unsolved mur- 
der mystery," featuring decade-old 
speculation about the back and neck 
‘wound and pictures at the leading 
criiics of the Warren Commussion:- 
‘the new culture heroes, 

Hannah Arendé has written that 
the opposite of a fact is a lie. There 
will come a time when many of the 
‘eriters and lecturers who have pain- 
ed celearry by raising doubts about 
the assassination will be known for 
what they occasionally were: con- 
scious liars. But in explaining the 
grip lbese writers have on audiences 
and readers (and éditers), one must 
invoke a public psyenology quite 
familar to the historian of witch 
crazes and other paranoid enthusi- 
asms in which even proven fantasies 
retain lingering reputation. When it 
comes to the Kennedy assassination 
or some other cases, normally ration- 
a! peopie display the sweet madness 
of the fiving-saucer freak or the 
Bermuda Triangle buff who makes 
no efforts to mide his assumption that 
palpably mistaken identitication pf a 
flyang object or ocean mishap is an 
identuficznon of some sort which re- 
lains status as evidence. 

Characteristically, the assassina- 
tion critic will move swiftly from one 
critical riff to another, never pausing 
long enough to permit reader or Jis- 
tener tn test the validity of cach 
seperate provocation. Over the pust 
Ten years one has seen one after 
another af these riffs dissolve as 
completety as must any speculation 
about the Kennedy head and back: 
wounds, for instance, though thar has 
net dissuaded cunning writers and 
orators from rearranging them in, 
new improvisations. 

Taus the photograph of Oswald, 
rifle in hand. is not a fabrication, but 
@ picture taken on his camera hy his 
wife seven months befure the Kenne- 

‘ inetion — the shadow under 
Oswald's nose notwithstanding. Any 
Jurv in the worla, expect perhans one 
made up of assassinatian Critics, 
would have found Geawald punity of 
shooting officer Tapmt, whieb is not 
io say that the derense atrorney in 
the case would have been ata iss for 
words. The picture of two derehers 
arrested atier the shoormng does no 
reveal the faces of Howard Hunt and 
Frank Sturais: the we Huat is 
shorter, oid faner than the 
real One: the dere Sturgis much 
talier and erthan his allered 
Jook-ahke. And tne several photo- 
SS nS en 
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graplis allerediv showing another 
Ruler guniaan buve, after years of 
Niost intense scrutiny, one by one, 
proved to be mirages. 

Ttrs usually the case in public dis- 
course thar revelinoas of major 
errors invalidate the accompanying 
case, When the praduate student 
admits faking test results, the profes- 
sor is expected tn denounce the con- 
clusions resting on those results, 
With the assassinauien very different 
rules of discourse seem to prevail: as 
soon as a new line of speculation ap- 
pears and remains temporarily unre- 
fred, all the rest take on new life. - 
Eeviewrnp Mark Lane's Rush to 
Andpment (1997) soon alter it appear- 
ed, Norman Maiter, who has often 
chamed he rs abledo recapitulate the | 
deepest currents and emonons of the 
umes, wrote, in the Village Voice, 
that tf just one-tenth of what Mark 
Lane was charging was true, there 
was serious mischief afoot in the 
jand. A less contemporary judgment 
would hold that if nine-tenths of what 
Lane suid was nonsense, the chances 
of tre rest containing much sense are 
very shm. 

se vy 

All of which does not mean that 
there were no Watergate or CIA 
revelations, no lying in connection 
with Vieinam. Nor are the bureau- 
crauc, pohucal and plainly immoral 
tendencies. associated with those 
events absent from the povernment’s 
handling of the assassination or some 
other cases. There is already evi- 
cence, for example, that the FBI, 
fearing that the apency would be 
blamed for not providing better 
Protection for the president, hid evi- 
dence that it knew of Oswald’s vio- 
lent tendencies before the shooting. 
Nor is Sume future revelation that 
Oswaid worked in some capacity for 
the CIA or FBI precluded, though 
that would not in itself tie those agen- 
cies to a plot to kill the president, T 
would guess that HUAC and the Jus- 
Hee Department’s pursuit and prose- 
cution of Hiss and the Rosenbergs 
were often unscrupulous and exces- 
sive, as documents how being 
reicased in those cases will probably 
show, 

Obviously such wrongdoing cannot 
be blinked at: indeed, a little para- 
not is probably healthy in keeping 
the scoundrels im line. However, the 
exil torces conjured by the assassina- 
lion critics and their like are of an 
entirely different order. In their 
hands the sysiem is simply unrecog- 
nizable. Among the lessons of Water- 
gute, after all, is that in a free soci- 
ely it is very hard to hidd- 
conspiracies for very long, even con- 
spiracies which, in the case of 
Waterpate, are considerably more 

st than those implied by the 
pessinaton critics. But to those 

cries the government is capable of 
anvuing. We are beset hy demons. 
The delirium and confusion they tend 
lo prevoke urns citivens inte meta- 
phvsoeah Spectators att equipped for 
the hurd, realistic viptlanee which is 

‘to preserve liberty, 
urse, there is no Civil Liber- 

Union to protect our institutions 
slander and ramnant Paranoia. 
iam not catiiag tor an inquisi- 

tran, Jo yust wish more people, every- 
one, would shake their fingers at 
these cranks and say: “For shamet”- 
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