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“DIGBY 
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_. HAPPY 
HUNTING 

GROUND; 
AN 

_ 
E
X
-
M
A
R
I
N
E
’
S
 

O
D
Y
S
S
E
Y
 

IN 

~ 
V
I
E
T
N
A
M
 

by 
M
a
r
t
i
n
 
R
u
s
s
 
(
A
t
h
e
n
-
 

_..@um: 
$5.95, 

This 
W
a
r
-
I
s
-
H
e
l
l
 

r
e
p
o
r
t
 

of 
six 

m
o
n
t
h
s
 

in 
V
i
e
t
n
a
m
 

by 
a 
veteran 

of 
the 

Korean 
W
a
r
 

is 
a book 

which 
‘raises 

c
o
m
p
l
e
x
 

and 
c
o
n
f
u
s
i
n
g
i
s
-
 

‘
s
u
e
s
,
 

It 
p
u
r
p
o
r
t
s
 

to 
be 

a 
highly 

‘personal 
account 

of 
daily 

front- 
lines 

fighting 
by 

Marines; 
a 
study 

of 
this 

war 
through 

the 
eyes 

of 
’- 

. 
one 

m
a
n
 

w
h
o
 

is 
there 

to 
c
o
n
v
e
y
 

‘it 
all 

to 
us, 

Yet 
Mr, 

Russ 
views 

the 
h
o
r
r
o
r
 

and 
m
i
s
e
r
y
 

of 
V
i
e
t
n
a
m
 

with 
a 

callous 
Marine 

coolness 
that 

is 
startling 

for 
its 

lack 
of 

p
o
i
n
t
-
o
f
-
v
i
e
w
,
 
He 

a
p
p
r
a
o
c
h
e
s
 

this 

g
r
a
v
e
l
y
 

i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

m
a
t
e
r
i
a
l
 

not 

with 
the 

keen 
analytical 

eye 
of 

a 
Hemingway 

nor 
with 

the 
sense 

of 
‘
r
e
s
p
o
n
s
i
b
l
e
 

r
e
p
o
r
t
a
g
e
 

o
f
a
 
H
a
r
-
.
 

rison 
Salisbury—instead, 

Mr, 
R
u
s
s
 

is 
a
n
a
l
u
m
n
u
s
,
 

a fan, 
return- 

ed 
to 

the 
é
x
c
i
t
e
m
e
n
t
s
 

of 
a 

dan- 

g
e
r
o
u
s
 

g
a
m
e
 

in 
w
h
i
c
h
 

he 
s
e
e
m
-
 

ingly 
fails 

to 
p
e
r
c
e
i
v
e
 a 

terrify- 

‘ing 
m
o
r
a
l
 
d
i
m
e
n
s
i
o
n
,
 

This 
t
h
i
c
k
-
s
k
i
n
n
e
d
 
journal 

does 
: 
p
r
o
v
i
d
e
 

insights 
into 

the 
d
e
s
t
r
u
c
-
 

tion 
of 

a 
civilian 

peasant 
culture 

and 
our 

alienation 
of 

the 
Vietna- 

m
e
s
e
 

people, 
A
c
c
o
r
d
i
n
g
 

to his 
re-. 

ports, 
the 

whole 
notion 

of 
pacifi- 

cation, 
aid, 

or 
civic-action 

work 
is 

m
e
r
e
l
y
 

a 
d
i
s
g
u
i
s
e
 

for 
m
i
l
i
t
a
r
y
 

tactics, 
Villages 

burned 
and 

bru- 
talized, 

n
u
m
b
e
r
s
 

of 
Viet 

Cong 
suspects 

killed 
who 

are 
actually 

farmers, 
huge 

m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
s
 

of 
re- 

fugee 
populations 

following 
batal- 

l
i
o
n
s
—
—
t
h
i
s
 

m
u
c
h
 

effects 
even 

a 

tough 
type 

like 
Mr, 

Russ: 
“l’'m 

beginning 
to 

w
o
n
d
e
r
 

what 
good 

the 
Marines 

have 
a
c
c
o
m
-
 

plishedin 
Vietnam, 

Certainly 
they 

have 
killed 

and 
m
a
i
m
e
d
 

a 
good 

m
a
n
y
 

Viet 
Cong 

and 
North 

Viet 
soldiers; 

but 
soldiers 

are 
notthe 

real 
threat, 

To 
defeat 

the 
other 

side 
they 

must 
kill 

the 
people? 

The 
precarious. 

nature 
of 

guer- 

illa 
warfare 

is 
e
m
p
h
a
s
i
z
e
d
 

by 
in- 

cidents 
w
h
i
c
h
 
Mr, 

R
u
s
s
 
d
e
s
c
r
i
b
e
s
 

of 
our 

own 
forces 

fighting 
each 

other 
in 

the 
c
o
n
f
u
s
i
o
n
 
ofthe 

jung- 

le 
or 

of 
patrols 

w
a
n
d
e
r
i
n
g
 

for 
days 

in 
search 

of 
groups 

which 

m
o
v
e
d
 

freely 
and 

visibly 
around 

them 
at 

night, 
The 

conditions 
of 

mud, 
heat, 

disease, 
and 

con- 
stant 

d
a
n
g
e
r
 

w
h
i
c
h
 

he 
depicts 

m
u
s
t
 

stir 
our 

d
e
e
p
e
s
t
 
c
o
m
p
a
s
s
i
o
n
 

for 
the 

s
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
 

in 
these 

condi- 

tions, 
whether 

they 
be 

heartless 
killers 

or 
f
r
i
g
h
t
e
n
e
d
 
boys, 

But 
Mr, 

Russ’ 
most 

watorgive- 

able 
failure 

is 
the 

long 
c
h
r
o
n
i
-
 

cle 
of- 

m
e
n
 

w
h
o
 

die 
terrible 

and 

agonizing 
deaths 

before 
his 

eyes 
w
i
t
h
o
u
t
 

one 
s
e
n
t
e
n
c
e
 

s
t
o
p
p
i
n
g
 

to 

ask 
himself 

why, 
Until 

reading 
“
H
a
p
p
y
 

H
u
n
t
i
n
g
 

G
r
o
u
n
d
,
”
 

I 
w
o
u
l
d
 

have 
thought 

such 
an 

i
m
m
o
r
a
l
 

act 
inconceivable, 

As 
if 

the 
W
a
r
r
e
n
 
R
e
p
o
r
t
 

o
n
t
h
e
 

Assassination 
of 

President 
Ken- 

n
e
d
y
 

n
e
e
d
e
d
 

any 
f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

d
i
s
s
e
c
-
 

tion 
here 

isa b
o
o
k
 

that 
effectively 

d
i
s
c
r
e
d
i
t
s
 

the 
C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
’
s
 

find- 

ings 
by 

a
n
a
l
y
s
i
s
 

of 
its 

o
w
n
 
w
e
a
-
 

pon, 
the 

26 
v
o
l
u
m
e
s
 

of 
Hearings 

and 
Exhibits, 

Mrs. 
M
e
a
g
h
e
r
 

has 
p
e
r
f
o
r
m
e
d
 

the 
H
e
r
c
u
l
e
a
n
 

task 
of 

sifting 
through 

all 
of 

this 
evi- 

d
e
n
c
e
,
 

i
n
d
e
x
i
n
g
 

it, 
and 

c
o
m
p
a
r
-
 

ing 
itto 

C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 
c
o
n
c
l
u
s
i
o
n
s
,
 

H
e
r
 

e
v
a
l
u
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

W
a
r
r
e
n
 
Re- 

port: 
“,,.it 

r
e
s
e
m
b
l
e
s
 

a 
tale 

told 
for 

fools, 
full 

of sophistry 
and 

de- 
ceit, 

s
i
g
n
i
f
y
i
n
g
 

c
a
p
i
t
u
l
a
t
i
o
n
 

to 

c
o
m
p
r
o
m
i
s
e
 

and 
the 

d
e
g
r
a
d
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
justice 

by 
its 

m
o
s
t
 

e
m
i
n
e
n
t
 

guardians? 
It 

w
o
u
l
d
 

s
e
e
m
 

i
m
p
o
s
s
i
b
l
e
 

for 

anyone 
to 

maintain 
unshaken 

faith 
in 

the 
W
a
r
r
e
n
 
Report 

after 
read- 

ing 
“
A
c
c
e
s
s
o
r
i
e
s
 

after 
the 

F
a
c
t
?
 

M
r
s
.
 

M
e
a
g
h
e
r
 

b
e
g
i
n
s
 

by 
e
v
a
l
u
a
-
 

ting, 
piece-by-piece, 

the 
C
o
m
-
 

m
i
s
s
i
o
n
’
s
 

m
a
t
e
r
i
a
l
 

p
e
r
t
a
i
n
i
n
g
 

to 

the 
motorcade 

through 
Dealey 

P
l
a
z
a
,
 

and 
she 

p
r
e
s
e
n
t
s
 

a 
large 

body 
of 

evidence 
from 

the 
Hear- 

ings 
and 

E
x
h
i
b
i
t
s
 

that 
c
o
n
t
r
a
d
i
c
t
s
 

the 
l
o
n
e
-
a
s
s
a
s
s
i
n
,
 

s
i
n
g
l
e
-
b
u
l
l
e
t
 

thesis, 
She 

reconstructs 
Oswald's 

m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
s
 

i
m
m
e
d
i
a
t
e
l
y
 

before 
and 

after 
the 

shooting 
from 

wit- 
n
e
s
s
e
s
 

t
e
s
t
i
m
o
n
y
,
 

r
e
v
e
a
l
i
n
g
 

the 

official 
v
e
r
s
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

these 
ac- 

tivities 
to 

be‘a 
matter 

of 
very 

du- 
bious 

validity, 
In 

regard 
to 

the 
a
u
t
o
p
s
y
 

and 
m
e
d
i
c
a
l
 
findings, 

she 

displays 
the 

cloud 
of 

half-truths, 
incompetence, 

and 
hidden 

evi- 
dence 

which 
surrounds 

this 
whole 

a
r
e
a
 

of 
inquiry. 

But 
the 

real 
focus 

of 
this 

book 
is 

an 
a
t
t
e
m
p
t
 
t
o
p
r
e
s
e
n
t
 

Lee 
H
a
r
-
 

vey 
O
s
w
a
l
d
 

as 
an 

i
n
n
o
c
e
n
t
 

fall 

euy. 
She 

offers 
doubts 

and.ques- 
tions 

concerning 
every 

aspect 
of 

the 
C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
’
s
 

case 
against 

O
s
w
a
l
d
 
and 

provides 
evidence 

that 
he 

may 
have 

b
e
e
n
 a 
g
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
a
l
 

e
m
p
l
o
y
e
e
 

of 
the 

FBI 
or 

CIA, 
More 

significantly, 
she 

illustrates 
the 

g
r
a
v
e
 

w
e
a
k
n
e
s
s
 

of 
the 

R
e
p
o
r
t
'
s
 

thesis 
that 

Oswald 
was 

either 
qua- 

lified 
or 

prepared 
for 

this 
feat 

of 
m
a
r
k
s
m
a
n
s
h
i
p
,
 

In 
the 

m
u
r
d
e
r
 

of 
p
o
l
i
c
e
m
a
n
 

Tippit 
and 

the 
a
s
s
a
s
-
 

Sination 
attempt 

upon 
General 

Walker, 
she 

shows 
Oswald’s 

pos- 
sible 

innocence, 
In 

her 
p
e
r
s
i
s
t
e
n
t
 
d
e
f
e
n
s
e
 

of 
Os- 

wald, 
however, 

Mrs. 
M
e
a
g
h
e
r
 

dilutes 
the 

p
o
w
e
r
 

of 
her 

attack 
on 

the 
W
a
r
r
e
n
 

C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
,
 

for, 
in 

the 
first 

case, 
she 

can 
show 

only 
“reasonable 

doubt” 
whereas, 

in 
the 

s
e
c
o
n
d
 

case, 
she 

p
r
o
v
e
s
 

slop- 
piness, 

i
n
c
o
m
p
e
t
e
n
c
e
,
 

and 
pre- 

judicial 
i
n
v
e
s
t
i
g
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

For 
e
x
a
m
-
 

ple, 
her 

evaluation 
of 

Jack 
Ruby’s’ 

activities 
and 

c
h
a
r
a
c
t
e
r
 is 

grant- 
ed 

far 
less 

space 
than 

Oswald; 
yet 

her 
findings 

about 
the 

“assas- 
sin’s 

assassin” 
have 

far-reaching 
implications 

in 
support 

of 
a 

con- 
spiracy 

theory, 
In 

this 
area, 

she 
also 

offers 
the 

sensational 
foot- 

note 
that 

a L
o
n
d
o
n
 
a
c
t
u
a
r
y
 
c
l
a
i
m
-
 

ed 
the 

odds 
against 

15 
assassin- 

ation 
related 

w
i
t
n
e
s
s
e
s
 

b
e
i
n
g
 

dead 
by 

February, 
1967, 

were 
100,000 

trillion 
to 

one, 
Of 

particular 
interest 

to 
Los 

A
n
g
e
l
e
s
 

r
e
a
d
e
r
s
 

is 
the 

c
h
a
p
t
e
r
 

“No 
C
o
n
s
p
i
r
a
c
y
?
”
 

which 
deals, 

in 
part, 

with 
activities 

of 
Loran 

E
u
g
e
n
e
 

Hall 
and 

L
a
w
r
e
n
c
e
 

Ho- 
ward 

in 
Dallas, 

Both 
men 

have 
been 

s
u
b
p
o
e
n
a
e
d
 

by 
N
e
w
 

Orleans 
District 

Attorney 
Jim 

G
a
r
r
i
s
o
n
a
s
 

m
a
t
e
r
i
a
l
 
w
i
t
n
e
s
s
e
s
 

in 
his 

investi- 
gation 

and 
a
c
c
o
r
d
i
n
g
 

to 
FBI 

re- 
ports 

they 
appeared 

at 
the 

h
o
m
e
 

of 
Mrs, 

Sylvia 
Odie 

in 
Dallas, 

where 
Mrs, 

Odie 
claims 

they 
told 

her 
of 

a
n
a
s
s
a
s
s
i
n
a
t
i
o
n
 

plot, 
M
r
s
,
 

M
e
a
g
h
e
r
 

points 
out 

that 
the 

C
o
m
-
 

mission 
hever 

thoroughly 
investi- 

gated 
this 

matter, 

Although 
Mrs, 

M
e
a
g
h
e
r
 

is 
giv- 

en 
to 

e
x
c
e
s
s
e
s
 

of 
h
u
m
o
r
 

and 
rhe- 

toric 
which 

are 
inappropriate 

to 
her 

topic, 
the 

bulk 
of her 

477 
pages 

s
t
a
n
d
s
 

as 
a 
v
a
l
i
d
a
n
d
 
m
o
n
u
m
e
n
t
a
l
 

critique 
of 

the 
W
a
r
r
e
n
 

Report, 
T
h
e
 

sensible. 
q
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
 

is 
w
h
e
t
h
e
r
 

the 
omissions, 

errors, 
discrep- 

ancies, 
and 

m
i
s
r
e
p
r
e
s
e
n
t
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

she 
has 

d
i
s
c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

in 
the 

R
e
p
o
r
t
 

substantially 
alter 

the 
C
o
m
m
i
s
-
 

sion’s 
c
o
n
c
l
u
s
i
o
n
s
,
 

T
h
e
 

a
n
s
w
e
r
 

is: 
yes,


