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Conspiracies 

The suspicion of conspiracy, in 
Europe as in America, arises out of 
a desire to simplify complex phe-. 
nomena. Most men find it intoler- 
able to acknowledge that some of 
the important events of their lives 
are the results of causes that are not 
fully known. ‘The unwillingness to 
concede that evidence may be partial 
and inconclusive induces even the 
rationally minded to imagine that 
hidden conncctions explain what is 
otherwise inexplicable. Hence the 
long, and often tragic, history of 
efforts to uncover secret plots against 
the well-being of society. 

These fears in France often fo- 
cused upon the Jews. Anti-Semi- 
‘tism there rose_to_its, apogee after 
the Dreyfus case and left its’ mark 

“down into the Vichy tegime. THE 

jews by Rocer PeyreFItTE (Bobbs- 
Merrill, $7.50) is a fictional effort 
to expose the follies of anti-Semitism / _ 
Originally published in 1965, it sol 
200,000 copies in France; ¥ Mide 
circulation and extensive disCussion 
were enough to counter-4 myth, the 

“book should-havé"had a good effect. 
Unfortunately, the novel may ac- 
tually have heightened the suspi- 
cions it sought to quiet. 

The plot is simple. A young 
Catholic girl intends to convert to 
Judaism in order to marry Baron 
de Goldschild. Her bigoted mother 
wishes to prevent the marriage, and 
with the aid of a convenient Jesuit 
rehearses a long roster of anti- 
Semitic accusations. The narrator, 

‘a iriend of the family’s, is doing re- 

search on the subject and becomes 
an intermediary in the discussion. 
In the ‘end, the accusation of nefari- 
ous Jewish influence is reduced to 
the absurd by the revelation that 
all the famous families of the West 
have Jewish ancestry. 

Ridicule is a dangerous technique, 
and. when it is overly subtle, back- 
fires. ‘hus, much of the argument 
revolves about plays upon names. 
Is Jean-Paul Sartre one of them? 
Weil, if his first name were actually © 
Jean-Loup and the Loup were 
spelled without a “p,” it might be - - 
the Languedocian form of the-de- 
finite article. The name would then 
be le Sartre, meaning tailor (sartor 
in Latin), a common trade among 
Jews. The logic, in a sense, 13 
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funny, except that it rests upon and. ° 
confirms a stereotype. ‘The book, 
whether it is mocking common pr¢j-. 
udices, or describing fictional charac- 

ters, or referring to .real pcople,. 
repeats and gives currency to a vari- 
ety of erroncous beliefs. It may 
therefore unintentionally sustain the 
fears its author hopes to dispel. 

The tragedy of the Kennedy as- 
sassination has given rise to wide- 
spread conspiratorial theories in the 
United States and in Europe. The 
effort of the Warren Commission 
to provide a decisive answer to the . 
‘doubts about the guilt of Lee Harvey 
Oswald was doomed to failure. 
More than a century after Lincoln’s 
assassination there remain unan- 

swered questions about the events 
in Ford’s Theater. Given the na- 
ture of the case and of the evi- 
dence, no more definitive answer was — 
possible about the crime in Dallas. 

‘Challenges of the accuracy of the 
Warren Commission Report ap-’ 
peared shortly after its ‘publication, 
and numerous assassination buffs 
have been poring over the data ever 

since. They have been able to find 
‘fault with the report. They have. 
not yet come up with a convincing 

'. alternative explanation. 
Two recent works add to the liter- 

[ swuxe, SYLVIA. MEAGHER’S ACCES- 
| SORIES AFTER THE FACT 

errul, $8.50) is an elaborate sys- 
_ temiatic compilation of the evidence, 

in which the Commission is. criti 
' cized ~for two kinds of failings: 
there are- occasional.internalinéon= 
sistencies, and the investigators failed 
to follow up all the lines of inquiry 
which, in retrospect, might have 
been significant. These errors of 
judgment -persuade the author to 

_ argue for a new disinterested inves- 
tigation, although she’ herself pro- 
pounds no alternative theory. 

DALLAS (Bernard Geis, $8.95) :is 
bolder. “hompson argues that there 
were four shots and three. assassins, 
none of them Oswald. The conclu- 
sions rest upon analysis of the photo- 
graphs as well as the juxtaposition. 
of unreconciled statements by ob- 
servers. The analysis remains specu- 
lative, however. Thompson can 
score points against the Commission, 
but his own conjectures are open to 
similar criticism. The disagreeable 
prospect is that we may never suc- 
ceed in allaying all doubt and that 

. these uncertainties will continue to 
generate conspiratorial theories. 
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