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2 More on Kennedy Assass 
| . __. By SHIRLEY ELDER 
SIX SECONDS IN DALLAS. 

By Josiah Thompson. Ber- 
nard Geis tates. 
321 pages. $8.95. 

_ ACCESSORIES AFTER THE 
FACT: The Warren Com- 

mission, the Authorities and _ 
the Report. By Sylvia 
Meagher. The Bobbs-Merrill 
Co-,ine-477 pages. $8.50. 

Evidently it. will never end, - 
this speculation over.just what 
happened in Dallas that sunny 
November day more than four. 
yeats ago, Did Lee Harvey Os-. 
wald, acting alone, assassinate. 
thé: President of the United 
Statés?. The Dallas police said 
so: A special commission, 
named by the new President 
and headed by the Chief Jus- 
tice said so. CBS said’ so. An 
erratic nightclub owner named 
Jack Ruby apparently thought 
so—and wiped out the No. 1 

' witfiéss; Lee Harvey Oswald 
himself. , 

But many others have disa- 
greed and have spelled out - 
their. disagreement under such 
accusatory titles as “‘rush to 
judgment”, “whitewash” and 
“inquest.” 
These latest two studies of 

the Kennedy assassination do 
not; ‘as their publishers claim, 
prove anything. But they do 

_Yaise serious. questions about 
' the Warren Commisson that 

should be answered, perhaps, 
as: Miss Meagher suggests, 
with a new and thorough in- 
vestigation by the Federal 
-govelument. 

_ Hard on the Report 

The most important distinc- 
tion between the Thompson- 
Meagher books and some 
earlier efforts by others to 
debunk the Warren Com- 
mission’s finding is that these 
are, indeed, studies. Miss 
Meagher, unlike some 200 mil- 
lion other Americans, actually 
has read the 26-volume War- 
ren Report and corrected its 
firs’ major ommission: she 
prepared an- index that has 
served as an invaluable guide 
for other scholars. She is hard 
on the Warren Report. The 

fa 

observation is typical: 
“Tt must be said,’ Miss 

Meagher writes of the Report, 
“+: . that it resembles a tale 

told for fools, full of sophistry 
and deceit, signifying capitula- 
tion to compromise. and the 
degradation of justice ‘by its 
most eminent guardians.” In 
very readable style, she goes 
on.to support that charge in 
detail. There was no defense 
allowed Oswald, though dead; 
only witnesses supporting the 

. preconceived conclusion that.a: 
Single assassin fired the shots. 
were heard with credibility; 
leads were not checked out; 
Stories were not ’ Verified; 
preliminary . investigations 
were not followed up—in 
short, it was a botched-up 

Ination . 

Job. 
‘Miss Meagher examines the 

correlation, or lack of it, bet- 

ween. the. Warren Report and 
the volumes of hearings .and 
exhibits and concludes there.is 
a “powerful presumption of 
(Oswald’s) complete innocence 
of all the crimes which he 
was accused,” , 

Thompson’s Line 
e . . 

. Thompson, a young philoso- 
phy professor from Haverford 
College, took a different tack 
and arrived at very nearly the 
same conclusion. It is quite 
possible, Thompson said, that 
during the shooting Oswald 
“was where. he said he was, on 
the first floor of the Texas 
School Book Depository build- 
ing. > a a 
’ Thompson studied all avail- 
‘able photographs of the assas- 
sination scene, ' not just. the 
famed. Zapruder film, but ev- 
erything. Interestingly, he 
found that the Warren Com- 
mission’s copy of the Zapruder 
film was blurry and shocking- 
ly inferior to Life magazine’s — 
original. -- 

But he found more. He-found 
that. there may have been two 
persons, neither of them Os- 
-wald, in the book building’s 

sixth floor window—where the -Shots came from. He found that there may have been four ‘shots fired, not three, and that they could have come from 
ree persons, not one, 
Thompson presents intri- 

guing bits of evidence never Pursued by the Warren Com- mission, or brushed aside as ~Brelevant. Take, for instance, ‘ . 
the Commission’s ‘single bul- let theory.” The Warren Com- 

Inission- concluded that one 
bullet pierced the President’s 
neck and then ricocheted 
through Gov. John Connally’s 
body, smashing his forearm 
and wrist as it left. Tests show 
that much less resistance than 
a bone would erumple such a 
bullet. But this ‘one 
emerged—if the Warren Com- 
mission is correct—nearly per- 
fect. Thompson, in a rare bow 
to sarcasm, calls it the Super- 
bullet. . a . 

Some Questions 

But there’s more: 
Who, for-instance; was the - 

man in the light coat seen 
leaving the book building © 
shortly after the shooting? Not | 
Oswald. Oswald: was then get- 
ting into: a cab some blocks 
away. The mystery man ran 
down an incline-and got into a 
car driven by someone with a 
dark complexion. A similar 
car, maybe the same one, was 
seen by other witnesses and 
described as slightly sus- 
picious. | 

' . Also, there was the man 
pacing back and forth behind 
a fence who—Thompson specu- 
Jates—could have beeri a third. 
gunman who fired the fourth 
shot, the shot -that ripped 
through the President’s head. 
Then, there was the umbrella 
man. First his- umbrella was 
open, then closed. A signal? A | 
hidden gun?. 

Admittedly, one could speeu- 
late that all Thompson's 
speculations are nonsense: But 
he raises too many questions 
to be dismissed so lightly. 


