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. By Richard J. Whalen | 
ACCESSORIES AFTER THE FACT: The Warren ‘Com- 
mission, The Authorities & The Report. “By Sylvia _ 
Meagher. Bobbs-Merrill. $3.50,. - 

SIX SECONDS IN DALLAS: A Micro-Study of the 
Kennedy Assassination, By Josiah Thompson. Bemard ¢ 
Geis. 33.95... id ~ 

" Reading the transcript of the hearings of the War- 
ren Coramission, one is struck by how attentive the 
-members were to the wild theorizing and publicity- 
seeking antics of. the early dissenters. The fantasies 
of the expatriate leftist Tom Buchanan were sol-. 

.emnly noted and rebutted. Mark Lane was trailed 
around the country by FBI agents who reported fully - 
on his harangues. Newspaper accounts of the unfold- . 
ing investigation were carefully read. The commis- 
sicners wished to anticipate every challenge and 
answer every question in the document they were 
preparing for the ages — as, indeed, they were sup- 
pesed to do.. : 
‘They failed, of course, not least in their estimate 

of how their work would be received. Commissioners 
who are willing to talk privately about the investiga- 
tion teday. seem astonished “by the intensity of the 
criticism recently directed at them. The initial tor- 
rents of praise from an uninformed press gave these» 
public servants a false sense of secure achievement. 
It is difficult to imagine how they and their influen- 
tial admirers expected an implausible account of a 
profound national trauma to.go unquestioned jnto tke - 
history beoks. But they did, and so did their anxious 
client in the White House. 

Pim nee ce . 

In retrospect, the attempts curing the hearings to 
anticipate the worst seem hidicrous. The worst sitva- 

tion was beyond the imaginations of the commis- 
sioners, and they unwittingly chose to bring it about 
by throwing open ‘to the public an immense record. 
It consists of 25 printed volumes of hearings and 
exhibits, running to some 10,(02,C00 words, and thou- 

sands of cubic feet of unpublished reports and pacers 
that are stored in the National Archives. Out of this 
vast sea of paper have poured almost a score of 
books critical of the cominission’s findings; not a 

“single major conchision has escaped more or less 

Fersuasive Challenge. In barely two years, the War- 
ren Report has plummeted from acceptance to dis- 
repute, thanks chiefly to the open-handedness of the 
commission itself: 7 
What, it may be asked, is wrong with such a situa- 

tion? Surely officially endorsed “truth” ought to be 
subject “to the most searching scrutiny. Indeed. it 

‘snould, but the great and growing tragedy of the situ- 
ation, in which the commission’s cwn evidence con- 
vincingly refutes it, is that we are in the presence 
of a void: Though the official version of the assassina- 
tion has been-<discredited, its sconsors have Jeit the 

' scene, The cornmissicn’s formal res. cnsioility ended 
with publication of the Report, We are left with the 
main instrument’of the investigation, the FBI, and 
the client, President Jonnson, but painfully obvious: 
considerations of self-interest argue against their as- 
‘Sumption of responsibility, ; 

The tactic of officialdom without responsibility, not 
surprisingly, is to preserve silence, keep sensitive 
documents locked up, and issue only ‘self-serving 
statements when something must be ‘said—e.g., 
PBI Director J. Edgar Heover’s determinedly obtuse 
“explanation” of the basic conflict between the FBI 
and official accounts of. the autopsy ‘cerforrned on 
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President Kennedy’s body. In these circumstances, 
the pleas of dissenters can only be addressed to 
the public at large, which, as the polls disclose, al- 
ready harbors a deepening suspicion that sinister. 
lies have been told. . - 
Now we have a pair of new and formidable books 

that cannot help but harden doubts into suspicions. 
Sylvia Meagher may know more about the assassi- 

nation than any other living person, and she has 
snared her knowledge unselfishly in a field thick 
with self-prometers. Because the Warren Commis- 
sion unaccountably failed to do so, she undertook 
the monumental task of bringing order out of the 
ckzetle jumble of the 26 volumes. Her Subjecttndex - 

(Scrarecrow Press, 18€$) is an indispensable tool 
aed sufficient testimony to her. disinterested scholar- 7 

ship, , 
In similar painstaking fashion, she now presents 

@ volume of close analysis in which she draws te- 
§ether the key facts of every aspect of the assassi- 

_ Ration and then ceslly appraises them. Her method 
Cannot conceal a towering scorn for ‘the sloppiness 
of the commission; its insults to the pudlic’s intelli- 
gence wound her personally. Yet she is not impzris- 
cned by a fixed idea (as the commission all too 
Ooviously was) and she renders a distinct service 
by restoring lifelike ambiguities to the cut-and-dried 
narrative of the Report. Much of what she says i 
familiar by now; what is new is the depth of her. 
inquiry. With her unique grasp of the material, she 
is able to pull tesether smail but telling details that, 
seen in their true relationship, yield fresh insights. 
Every reader fainiliar with the contrayersy till Be 
rewarded by her step-by-step pursuit of the teeth 
every newcomer will find what has been lacking ia 
the critical literamre—a-sobér, comprehensive sum- 

we
 

mary. ce mo, 
Josiah Thompson’s “micro-study” relics heavily on 

the use of photographs and charts, precisely tie sort 
of graphic evidence that the commission, when it 
used it at all, used with almost incredible 
Prof. Thorapson, who teaches pitliesophy 
ford, identifies his bcok as a “third-genereiion 
of the assassination, in contrast to earlier wor':s by 
conspiracy-mengers and all-out polemicists. Call. it 
what he will, it is deeply disturbing. For it cnlists 
the special power of pictures to drive home the’ point 
made repeatedly and much less. forcefully in critics 
prose:. a single assassin could not possibly have 
cone all that the commission would have us believe 
Osvald did. i . 
Thompson presents “an arnalgam of hard fect and 

educatéd speculation” which sugsests that three as- 
sassins fired four shots from three locations in Dealey 
Plaza. He -intredeces photographic evidence sugzest- 
ing that to men (neither of whom was Oswald) may | 
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Heit: the commission “failed so gressly fo see 
what was so obvicus that its mectives must be sus- 
rected. The weight of that indictment falls heavily 
upon cur institutions and our society, But who will 
answer. it? The place at the bar is empty. | 


