By BEN A. FRANKLIN
Special to The New York Times
*“WASHINGTON, May 16 —
sThe attempted assassination|
of ‘Gov. George C. Wallace ofl
‘Alabama- with an American-
iade, $80- bargain revolver of
atype that has been barred
88’ an import since - 1968
8purred anew here today the
periodic and usually unsuccess-
ful efforts of gun law reformers
to tighten Federal firearms leg-
Aslation. .

A test vote was scheduled

tomorrow in a Senate subcom-
thittee on a proposal to pro-
hibit the sale to anyone but
law enforcement officers of
'snub-nosed, readily conceal-
‘able weapons with little or no
sporting value, such as. the
‘revolver used in the attack on
‘Governor Wallace:
¥*-Treasury Department law en-
forcement” aides said that the
‘pistol used by Arthur Herman
remer, the 21-year-old suspect
“who is accused of shooting four
Jpersons yesterday, was a .38-
‘caliber snubnosed revolver
.manufactured by the Charter
‘Arms Corporation of Bridge-
Jport, Conn. . .
“ Wounded along with Gover-
nor Wallace were one of his
‘Alabama  State - Police body-
‘guards, a Secret Service agent
and a woman bystander. )
" Tt was learned today that this
was the second Charter Arms
sorcalled Undercover 2 owned

ficials said that-the same model
revolver caused Mr. Bremer’s
one known previous brush with
the law, an arrest in the Mil-
waukee suburb of Fox Point,
last November for- carrying a
concealed weapon.

The charge was later re-
duced to disorderly - conduct,
a misdemeanor, .and he was
convicted. Under normal police
routine that gun' was formally
confiscated on Dec. 8, 1971.

Five weeks later he bought
another. =~ A

Could Not Be Imported

In an interview today, Dou-
glas S. McClanahan, the 39-
year-old founder - and board
chairman ' of Charter Arms,
acknowledged that under the
Federal.Gun Control Act of 1968
his company’s five-shot revol-
ver with a “two -inch barrel”—
it is actually one -and seven-
eighths inches long, he said—
could not be legally imported.

He noted that the same revol-
ver with a 3-inch barrel, -also
manufactured by Charter
Arms, would be a legal import
under the Federal law.

The 1968 act was supposed
to end the importation each
year of 20,000 to 30,000 cheap-
ly made “Saturday ‘night spe-
cial” handguns, and thus reduce
the rapid rise in crimes of viol-
ence committed with “junk
guns” selling for $15 to $30.

But it imposed no standards
of concealability on American-

the continued importation of
unassembled foreign parts that
aré put together by 23 com-
panies in this country for legal
sale,. .

Both Government and private
firearms specialists said in in-
terviews today that Charter
Arms’s $80 revolver could not
be cclassified :as a Saturday
night special: The. 38-caliber
snub-nosed revolver Is a stand-
ard. law enforcement officer’s
sidearm. The Charter Arms ver-
sion sells for $12 to $16 less
than the similar but more wide-
ly khown Smith & Wesson and
Colt:Revolvers., .-

~ Sales’ to Civilians

But Mr. McClanahan said
that on the advice of his lawyer
he ywould, not disclose what
proportion ‘of . Charter Arms’s
sales of the snub-nose gun
were to policemen. :

“Our, competitors:- would
really like that information,”
he said. There seemed little
doubt, however, that many
sales were to civilians.

The revolver that” shot Mr.
Wallace was purchased by the
suspect last Jan. 13 at Casanova
Guns in Milwaukee, according
to Treasury spokesmen. Under
the Gun Control Act of 1968, a
revolver purchaser and the gun
dealer must fi. out a Form
4473 — Firearms Transactions
Record, listing the buyét’s
name, height, weight, race, ad-
dress and date and place of
birth.

by Mr, Bremer. .
Feaeral law enforcen jnt of-

made handguns, ang,.a loop-
hole in the law has,

The form, kept on file hy

_.‘m:azma the dealer, requires the buygr!

to swear that he is not under
indictment for or convicted of
a felony, that he is not a
fugitive from justice, that he
1s not a drug addict or “adjudi-
cated” ‘as a mental incompe-
tent, ‘that he has not been
dishonorably discharged from
the armed forces and that he
Is not an "illegal alien or a
United States citizen who. has
renounced his citizenship,’

Proof of Age Needed

f,
The sale may theén be legally
completed if the purchaser can
cffer proof that he is over 21
years-of age and is a resident
¢f the state in which the gun
i3 bought, the two other chief
aiteria in the 1968 act.
Martin ‘Polner, the Treasury
Department’s Director of Law

Inforcement, said today that|

Cetailed sales records, includ-
g weapons' serial numbers,
rzquired to be maintained undeér
tie act, had enabled Treasury
gents to--trace the revolver
‘within 10,to 15 minutes after.
ve got the information on the
@pb.:

Charter Arms was asked by
tlephone to whom it had
vholesaled: the weapon and the
pint of sale was traced by
fone to ‘Casanova Guns in
Milwaukee,

Mr. Polner would not say

wmsoomdm of Wallace Spurs a New Effort to Tighten D:B,Ooanoﬁm,

tended that the mere recorda-
tion of such sales does nothing
to control the distribution of
“these "viclous' weapons which
have no legitimate use” in civil-
ian hands. Most sporting and
target pistols, for ballistic rea-
sons, have longer barrels: —
5 to 6 inches in length,

" Test Vote Scheduled

Mr. Bayh is chairman of the
subcommittee on Juvenile.delin-
quency of the Senate Judiciary
Committee—a panel that has
struggled to strengthen the Fed-
eral gun laws for years be-
cause no other committee
would tackle .the problem —
and it is before his subcom-
mittee that the test vote will
come -tomorrow.

Senator -Bayh hoped that the
eight-member panel would ap-
prove his. proposed amendment
to the 1968 act, which would
ban the sale or transfer of any
handgun to anyone but a law
enforcement officer unless the
Secretary of the Treasury de-
termined, after tests, that the
weapon was suitable for “law-
ful sporting purposes.”

The .effect of the Bayh
Amendment would apparently
be to forbid the general sale
of almost all pocket sidearms
—those with 2-inch and 3-inch

vhether Mr. Bremer or the Mil-
vaukee gun dealer were under
ivestigation for possible vio-|
ltions of 'the 1968 act. - |
‘But crities of the act, 5._

cuding Senator Birch wmﬁr_

i

barrels, or with an over-all
length of 7 or 7 and one-half
inches. The 1968 law already
effectively prohibits the im-

iop; of most such

Democtrat of Indiana, have con-
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The New Charter Arms .38 Spec.

Snub Nose Revolver
BETTER THAN A SMITH — BETTER THAN A COLT

FITS IN
" THE PALM
OF YOUR

HAND.

" THE SMALLEST, LIGHTEST, STEEL FRAME .38 SPECIAL REVOLVER MADE

ONLY 4%z INCHES RHIGH EXTREMELY ACCURATE
ONLY 67« INCHES LONG HIGH LUSTRE POLICE BLUE FINISH
WEIGHS ONLY 16 OUNCES ' SMOOTH AMERICAN WALNUT GRIPS

Shoots five shots as fast as you can pull the trigger. So small, it can hide in your'
drawer, pocket or purse. For protection at_home, office or business.

‘ - ol R N DEALER RETAIL
2 or 3 inch Barrel with Regular Walnut Grips ~ $57.49 $75.23
2 or 3 inch Barrel with Large Bulldog Grips 62.42 81.68

— - FREE SHI_PPING T0 YOU —

TYPE OF GUN USED IN SHOOTING: An advertisement for model of revolv
Arthur Herman,Bremer.
B-1e 3

er used by
It appeared in an arms newspaper published in Columbus, Neb.




