
has had to travel pretty fast 

FRED P. GRAHAM, 2 lawyer, regularly 

covers the Supreme Court and the Justice 

Department for The New York Times. 

1945. He was a shy, deliberate young- 

ster, always the last to collect his 

books and leave the classroom—a 
likable boy whom: the other students 
took for granted (122 LQ., 2ist in a 

class of 117), who had never been 

elected to anything, and who shunned 

sports and read books. 

Yet in the five and one-half years 
after that departure he: (1) earned 

his high-school diploma in summer 

school; (2) enlisted in the Marines 
and, after courier missions to the 

glamour capitals of Rurope, came out 
as a corporal (a high rank among 

enlisted marines); (8) obtained a 
B.A. degree at ‘the University of 
Texas; (4) married; (5) earned a mas- 

ter’s degree in history at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, and (6) graduated 

with a doctor of jurisprudence degree 
from the University of Chicago Law 

School and began practice in the fam- 
ily law firm in Dallas. . 

Calculated at the usual pace of 

father, Tom C. Clark, was Attor- 
ney Genera] from 1945 to 1949, and 
thereafter an Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court. 

Because his family’s longtime 

Attorney General Clark may be more of 

a public defender than a prosecutor 
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friendship with Lyndon B, Johnson is 
so well-known, there has been a ten- 

Ramsey Clark is much more like 
Bill D. Moyers, the able, soft-spoken 

former White House press secretary. 

they 
close enough to the President to have 

COMER—Ramsey Clark testifies before a Senate hearing, left, on behalf of the Administration’s 

antiwiretapping bill, Above, he ponders a legal point in his office with a bust of L. B. J. close by. 
On his office wall, right, hangs a portrait of his father, retiring Supreme Court Associate Justice 
Tom C. Clark, the only former Attomey General of the United States to have a son occupy the post. 

New York Times photographs by GEORGE TAMES



their abilities noticed. They never de- 

veloped oversized personalities, and 
both men seem to relish being just- 
plain-Joe in the very big leagues. 

Clark made it clear on the day he 
was appointed that he hopes to be a 

nonpolitical technician, rather than 
the partisan spokesman many Attor- 
neys General have been, “My judg- 
ment is that the Department of 
Justice is not a good place to have 

high political activity,” he told White 
House reporters. “The fact and ap- 
pearance of its function have to be 
even-handed.” 

He also started out obviously de- — 
termined to be more candid than most 
Washington leaders. He met the re- 
porter’s most sensitive questions head- 

on, commenting on such items as his 
relations with J. Edgar Hoover (‘“‘cor- 
dial,” but future FBI. directors 
should be subject to Senate confirma- 

tion), and the death penalty (it . 
should be abolished). 

Young Ramsey Clark moves slowly, but he gets 
there fast—and in some surprising directions. 

But immediately after his confir- 
mation hearing before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, Clark was 
asked by reporters about the investi- 

gation of New Orleans District At- 
torney Jim Garrison into the assassi- 

der the President, Clark—who has en- 

dorsed the jon’s con- 
clusion that Lee = acted 
alone—said the FB. 

out Shaw and found that he was not 

involved, But reporters failed to find 

evidence in the National Archives 

that the F.BI. had ever contacted 

If Clark was learning as early as 
his Senate confirmation day that he 

could no longer be as open as before, 
there were also indications at his 
swearing-in ceremony the following 
week that he would not be able to 

avoid politics completely. The hints 
came in connection with the current 

controversy over wiretapping’ and 
eavesdropping by law enforcement 
officials, a-matter that is certain to 
be one of Clark’s major concerns. 

Numerous instances of illegal eaves- 
dropping by the F.B.L and other Fed- 
eral agencies have come to light in 
the past year, and anyone in Clark's 

position would be expected to do 
something about the situation. 

But when Clark became Acting 
Attorney General last October, the 
matter assumed peculiar political 
overtones, With characteristic open- 

ness, he announced that the Justice 
Department would review al) cases in 

which illegal eavesdropping might 
have tainted evidence, and would in- 
form the courts of any instances it 

found. So far, 14 have turned up—all 

having occurred during the tenures of 
Clark’s predecessors, Katzenbach and 
Robert iS 

In a speech at Clark’s swearing-in, 

President Johnson departed from his 
text several times to stress his new 

Attorney General's role in safeguard- 
ing the citizenry from governmental 
snooping. 

vasions of privacy and promised that 
Clark would spearhead an effort to 

win Congressional approval of a ban 

on wiretapping and bugging in all but 
national-security investigations. 

The political implications for Sen- 
ator Kennedy were obvious—as At- 
torney General he had Plugged for a 
law to permit court-superviseq wire- 
tapping by police, and he has been 
embroiled in a public quarrel with J. 
Edgar Hoover over who was respon- 
sible for the F.B.J. bugging that took 
place while he was Att General. 

So, although there is much to be said 
for court-approved police eavesdrop- 
ping (a majority of President John- 
son’s own National Crime Commission 

He may have had more luck keeping 
(Continued on Page 134) 
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