
Hypnotized, JFK 

Witness 

NEW ORLEANS, March 
16 (UPI)—Perry Raymond 
Russo testified today he was 

hypnotized three times on 
District Attorney Jim Gar- 
rison’s instructions before 
he told a court hearing he 
witnessed businessman Clay 
Shaw conspiring to kill 
President Kennedy. 

“Have you ever heard of 

a post-hypnotic: suggestion?” 

Shaw’s attorney, F. Irvin Dy- 

mond, asked him. 

Dymond drew from Russo in 

cross-examination yesterday an 
admission that he once under- 

went psychiatric treatment and 
that he did not recognize Lee 

Harvey Oswald as one of the 

“conspirators” he knew as 

“eon Oswald” for three years. 

Today, Russo said he under- 
went the hypnosis sessions be- 
tween Feb. 24, when he first 

got in touch with Garrison, and 

last Monday. Next day, Shaw’s 

preliminary hearing began on 

Garrison’s accusations that he 

conspired to kill Kennedy. 

ADVISED TO SMILE 

After Dymond’s question 

about post-hypnotic suggestion, 

the attorney explained he 

wanted to know whether the 

hypnotist had instructed Russo 
to do anything after the ses- 
sion was over. 

“He told me to be very re- 
Jaxed and come out with 2 

smile on my face,” Russo said. 
Dymond also bore in today 
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Says 
jOn Russo’s statements yester- 
day that he did not know - Os- 
wald was the “beatnik” he 
knéw as Leon Oswald until a 
Police artist on Garrison’s in- 
Structions drew whiskers on a 
Picture of the presidential 
assassin last Feb. 27, 

HAUNTED BY THOUGHT 
Russo said he had always 

been haunted by the thought 
that Oswald might be the man 
he allegedly saw conspiring 
with Shaw and pilot David 
Ferrie in Ferrie’s apartment in 
mid-September of 1963. 

“The face was always fami- 
liar, Mr. Dymond,” he said. “I 
made remarks ito my friends, 
‘I think I know this man.’” 
Dymond asked him repeated- 

ly why he did not go to the 
Secret Service, the FBI or the 
Warren Commission. 

“Very frankly, I was trying 
to get out of schoo’ »” Russo 
said. “I was no authority on 
anything and I’m still not. At 
that time, I was 21 or 22 and 
I was not going to sit down 
and fight the federal govern- 
ment.” 

Russo said he was hyp- 
notized some time after he 
reported for the first time to 
Garrison’s office Feb. 27 but 
could not “recollect” whether 
all three sessions were in the 
Orleans parish (county) 
coroner’s office. 

He said the hypnosis was 
conducted by Dr. Esmond A. 

er the’ supervision 
of Coroner Nicholas J. Chetta. 

Russo said he could not re- 
call specific dates or events 
concerning the hypnosis and 
could not remember what he 
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