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WASHINGTON—President Johnson is sitting on a political 

H-bomb—an unconfirmed report that Sen. Robert Kennedy, 
D-N. Y., may have approved an assassination plot which 
then possibly backfired against his late brother. 

Top officials, queried by this 
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“iw 

to assassinate Cuban dictator ‘ 
Fidel Casiro was ‘“‘consider- | 

the Ceniral Intelligence Agen- 
cy at the time Bobby was 
riding herd on the agency. 
The officials disagreed, how- 
ever, over whether the plan 

| was approved and implement- 
ed, 

| Were recruited i 

_ caught in Ha- : 
" vana where a 

One version claims that u 
' derworld fig. } 

ures actually : 

to carry out iy | 
the plot. An- i ~: 
other rumor | 
has it thai y 
three hired as- f ; 

‘ gassing were i. 

Jone survivor 
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posed to be languishing in 
prison, These stories have 
been investigated and dis- 
counted by the FBI, 

Yet the rumor persists, 
whispered by people in a po- 
Sition to know, that Castro 
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did become aware of an. 
American plot upon his life . 
and decided to retaliate 
against President Kennedy. 

This report may have start- 
ed New Orleans’ flamboyant 
Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison on 
his investigation of the Kenne- 
dy assassination, but insiders 
believe he is following the 
wrong trails. 

This much can be verified: 
1. President Kennedy was 

. SO disillusioned with the CIA 
| after the Bay of Pigs fiasco ' 
that he swore to friends he 
would like ‘‘to splinter the 

; C14 in_a thousand pieces and 
scatter it to the winds.” He 

| orcered a thorough investiga- 
| tion by a group headed by | 
| Gen. Maxwell Taylor. But the : 
" President’s real watchdog 
was his brother Bobbv. 
ended up calling the shots at 
the CYA. 

2. During this period, the 

who 

CIA hatched a plot to knock 
off Castro, It would have been 
impossible for this to reach 
the high levels it did, say in- 
siders, without being taken up 
with the younger Kennedy, In- 
deed, ome source insists that 
Bobby, eager to avenge the 
Bay of Pigs fiasco, played a 
key role in the planning. 
Whether the assassination plot 
was ever .actually put into et- 
fect is disputed. 

3. Some insiders. are con- 
vinced ‘that Casiro learned 
enough at least to believe the 
CIA was seeking to kill him. 
With characieristic fury, he is 
reported to have cooked up a 
counterplot against President 
Kennedy. 

4: Shortly after Kennedy 
was gunned down, the FBI 
handed’ President Johnson a 
memo_reporting that Cuban ! 
leaders had hoped for. Ken- ! 
nedy’s death. The President | 
showed it to Kennedy’s top 
aide, Ted Sorensen, who 
thought the details were so 
ambiguous, that he called the ° 
memo ‘‘meaningless.” 

5. It is also known, of 
course, that Lee Oswald, the 
accused assassin, was active 
in the pro-Castro movement - 
and traveled to Mexico seek- 
ing a Cuban visa a few 
weeks before the dreadful 
day in Dallas. 

SOME SOURCES consider : 
' Robert 

jor after the assassination to 
Kennedy’s behav- 

be significant. He seemed to 
be tormented, they say, by 
more than the natural grief 
over the murder oi his 
brother. 
Author William Manchester, 

w::0 got his information chief- 
ly from Kennedy-controlled 
sources, portrays Bobby as a 
character of granite during 
those tragic days. But others 

' had a different impression. 
McGeorge Bundy, then a 

‘ brought about his brother’s 
‘ martyrdom? Some 

_ think so, 

, Of what Secretary of State 
. Dean Rusk has called “the 
back-alley struggle.” 

“+ the back alleys all over the 

| other side.” | 

THE FIRST 

_ told, Bobby was morose and 

. terrible thought that he had 

“qv” 

The blunt truth is that the | 
| subterranean world of espion- | 

age is harsh almost beyond | 
relief, There have been times 
that the CIA has been forced 
to resort to the most extreme 
measures to protect the na- 
tional security. 
Some of the CIA’s best op- 

eratives also have suddenly 
and mysteriously disap- 
peared. No word will be heard 
of them for months, then a 
few grim details will leak out. 
“We will learn that these 

people have been subjected 
to the most skillful, mosi 

‘fiendish tortures that man can 
possibly devise and that they 
have been reduced to animals 
or vegetables,” Clark Clifford, 
head of the President’s For- 
eign Intelligence Committee, 
told this column. “When they 
no longer can really be called 
men and when all possible 
information has been extract- 
ed from them, then they are 
disposed of. It is not a pretty 
picture, but that is the way 
the game is played.” 
We_also_ play rough. The 

New York Times, in an ex- 
haustive report on the CIA, 
quoted ‘one of the best-in- 
formed men in Washington on 
this subject” as saying: 
“When we catch one of them 
(A Soviet or other agent), it 
becomes necessary to get 
everything out of them, and 
we do _ it with no holds 
barred.” 

top White House aide, told a 

colleague that he was “‘wor- 

ried about Bobby,” that “‘Bob- 

by was reluctant to face the 
new reality,” that he had 
“virtually to drag Bobby” 
into President Johnson’s first 
cabinet meeting. 

Four weeks aztter 
tragedy, this, column 

the 
was 

refused to see people. Could 
che have been plagued by the 

helped pui into motion forces 
that indirectly may have 

insiders 

Note: Those who may be 
shocked that the CIA would 
consider stooping to.a politi- 
cal assassination stould be 
reminded of the ugly nature 

HE HAS DESCRIBED it as 

“a tough struggle going on in 

world...a never -end- 

ing war... . no quarter asked 

and none given. .. . It’s un- 
pleasant, and no one likes it, 
but that is not a field which 

can be left entirely to the 
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Drew PEARson’s Column IS ALSO 
CRRRIED REGULAR IN THE N.Y. 

POST; BUT THis on ‘einen To 

APPEAR. A CHECK. uwiTH THEIR 
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THAT (7 WAS “ CUT” DRASTICALLY 

BECAUSE IT WAS * Toe SPECULAT- 
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THEIR LIBRARY CovLD FIND NO 

REcoRD cf THIS CoLUMN ARP- 

PEARING IN ANY FORM DURING 
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