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4 DALLAS, Tex., Jan. 3 (AP)—Jack
_ Ruby died today of cancer,

Ruby has been under guard in Park-
land Hospital suffering from widespread
cancer since Dec. 2, when he was re-
moved from his Dallas County jail cell.

The former Dallas strip-tease joint
owner was convicted and sentenced to
death for the slaying before a national
television audience of Lee Harvey Os-
wald. Oswald was identified by the
Warren Commission as the assassin of

| Ruby’s Last Statement: A Smuggled Tape.
K< 3S

President John F. Kennedy. Ruby was
first reported to have pneumonia when
Sheriff Bill Decker ordered him taken
to the hospital, but doctors quickly di-
agnosed cancer that they said was wide-

spread.

See Page 8
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Jack Ruby Talks to Hidden

Tape Recorder



By ART BERMAN b
World Journal Yribune Special .

Jack Ruby, in his dying days, reporiedly 1as
broken through Dallas pelice seeurity again—this time
to secretly tape record a denial of any c0nsp1ra.cy in
the slaying of Lee Harvey Oswald.

The recording, purportedly the only one ever
made of Ruby's own story, was arranged by Capitol
Records. The Hollywood record firm is expected to an-
nounce teday in New York:

¢ The recording, in which Ruby implies the slay-
ing occurred during an emotion-triggered blackcut,
was made within the last few weeks at Parkland Hos-
pital, where Ruby is dying of cancer.

e An unwifting Dallas policeman was in the hos-
pital room and two were outside the door when he
recording was made.

& The tape recorder was hidden in an attache
case.

* The policeman did not know what was hap-
pening because Ruby's brother, Earl, told Ruby in
Yiddish:

“Jack, in the brlefca.se the tape recorder i is hidden
here.”

Ruby, speaking haltmgly in English, gave an ac-
count of the events of Nov. 24, 1363—two days after
Oswald killed President Kennedy.

On that day, Ruby walked past police guards end
into the basement of Dallas City Hall. Then—as mil-
lions of {felevision viewers watched Oswald being
transferred to the County Jail—Ruby stepped forward
and. fatally shot him.

Ruby insisted in the recorded interview that it-

was purely a coincidence, partly caused by his making
an illegal turn into a parking lot, that brought him
into the City Hall at the instant Oswald was beng
transferred
. the difference in meeting this fate was 30

seconds one way or the other,” Ruby lamented.

“AlL T did 1s walk down. there, down to the bottom
of the ramp and that's when the incident happenei—
at the bottom of the ramp,”

Ruby sald in the reeorded iho time I came to the bot-

mmwit happensd o such tom of the ramp until the
.- ppensed - lice officers had me on the
a blur that . . . beforeIknew :'roound.” on t
it T was down on the ground. QUESTION: ‘“‘Have no
‘The oﬁiqers had me on the yecollectioni?”

ground. RUBY: “No, but T kiow

Someone in the hospital
room can be heard asking,
“Did, you realize you had
done anything?”

“Well,” Ruby replied,
“really it happened so fast
and everything else I can't
recall what happeried from

that they were holding my
hand and one grabbed for
the gun.”
QUESTION: “Did you ever
know Oswald before?”
RUBY: “Never have knjwn
him or seen him before "
QUESTION: “Did you aver

In all versions of his story
since the slaying, Ruby has
insisted t¥are was no zon-
spiracy and that the shooling
was the result of fantastic
coincidences.

Ruby was convicted of Js-
wald’s murder and sentensed
to death, but the Texas Court

plan anything like *his?™
wUBY: “L was 50 emotion-
ally upset for ihree days.”
QUESTION: “Is there any
truth at all to the stories
that - Oswald had been in
your ciub?”

RUBY: “None Whatsovel
It's a fabrication.”
Lafer in the

Ruby observed:
“The ironic part of this is,
hadn’t T made an illegal turn
behind the bus to the park-
ing lot, had I gone the way
I was supposed to go straight
down Main St.. I'd of never,
1 would never have met this
fate because the difference
in meeting this fate was 30

interview,

seconds one way or the
other.”
QUESTION: “Did you know

when Oswald was going to be
moved, Jack?"”

RUBY: “He was supposed to
be moved at 10 o'clock.”

It was widely known in
Dallas that Oswald was sup-
posed to have been moved at
10 a.axn., but the actual frans-
fer — and shooting — did not
aceur until 11:20 a.m.]

This is about half of the
three-minute. 55-second in-
terview with Ruby on a Capi-
tol record titled “The Con-
troversy, the Death, the War-
ren Report” which is sched-
uled for release Jan. 6. The
interview is copyright 1967 by
Alskog Inc.. which produced
the documentary record.

Capitol has a press con-
ference planned foday at the
Americana Hotel to intro-
duce the record. an hour-
long series of interviews with
persons involved in the Ken-
nedy assassination and its
controversial aftermath. It is
understood other voiees heard
are those of Oswald, Gov.
John Connally, of Texas, and
members of the Dallas police
force.

According fo a source close
to Capitol Records, the inter-
view with bthe 55-year-old
Ruby was arranged through
Ruby's relatives and their at-

torney. Elmer Gerts, of Chi-
cago.

Gertz and Earl Ruby, 81,
who lives in Detroit, were
among those present when
the recoyding was made. They
conducted the guestioning of
Ruby. Also in the room were
a nwrse and two of Ruby's
sisters:

Gertz said profits from the
record wouwld go to the Ken-
nedy Library in.Cambridge,
Mass.

HIDDEN IN CASE

The tape recorder was:con-
cealed in an attache case,
which appeared to be one of
the lawyer's normal posses-
sions.

The version of the Inter-
view on the record reportedly
was edited down from an
original tape of about 12
minutes.

The recording was made
after those close to Ruby re-
portedly became convinced
that his critical illness and
hospitalization have brought
hm an unexpected period of
lucidity.

Ruby reportedly has said

that he never slept well dur- |

ing three years under

con-

stant guard in a lighted, win- !
dowless cell. During that per- !
iod. he often was described

as mentally confused.

New, despite constant pain,

Ruby supposedly has been
able to sleep bettéer and has
clarified his thoughts. He re-
portedly has attributed this
to the hospital room’s win-
dows, which enahle him to
tell night from day.
‘NO CONSPIRACY'

The recording was made
about Dec. 18.

Gertz and Earl Ruby vis-
ffed the hospital that day
and later told newsmen that
Ruby is obsessed with the de-
sire to make clear before he
dies that there was no con-
spiracy in the shooting of
Oswald.

of Criminal Appeals ordercd
a new tirial,

Doctors at Parkland Eos-
pital, the same hospital
where President Xennedy
and Oswald were pronounced
dead, have expressed little
hope that Ruby will live to |
Tace another trial.




