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Disease Spread
To Vital Areas

By BILL McADA, Staff Writer

Doctors fear that cancer-ridden Jack Ruby is

heyond hope.

A reliable source close 1o the medical aspects of
the case said the tumor inside Ruby’s body has

escaped detectlion too long.

“It has spread itself into {oo many vital areas,

the source said.

1

Dr. Jay Sanford, head of the medical team treat-
ing Ruby, said he could not deny that Ruby may be

on his death bed,

“l cannot say with complete
certainity until we have more
medical information,” Dr. San-
ford said. “We do know the
tumor has spread, but we don't
know how far or from where.”

Dr. Walts Webb, a surgeon
in the case, said Ruby may sur-
vive “two weeks or five years.”

A TEAM OF specialists began
to search Ruby's internal or-
gans by X ray Monday, paying
special attention fo the gastro-
intestinal tract, the lungs, and
the pancreas.

“These are (he major areas
nl consideration at this fime,”
Dr. Saniord said Monday morn-
ing.

The doctor said Ruby may or
may not be operated on for the
primary tumor, depending on
its location,

He added that if surgery is
not used, chemical and radio-
logical treatment might be em-
ployed.:

No matter what doctors find
inside Ruby, il appears unlikely
that the vie-tioue night club op-
erator will be able to keep his
date for a new trial on a charge
of killing Oswald, doclors said.

The new trial, ordered by the
Texas Court of Criminal Ap-
peals, has been set in Wichita
Falls, perhaps in February,

Doctors detected the presence
of an internal tumor Saturday
when pathological tesls on an
enlarged Iymph node removed
from Ruby’s neck proved to he
malignant,

DR. SANFORD said that dis-
covery of the lymphatic malig-
nancy is a secondary effect
which indicates undeniably that
a primary tumor exisls gome-
where in the 53-year-old Ruby's
body. i

Dr. Sanford visited with Ruby
briefly Monday morning and re-
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porfed that the balding Ruby
“said he feels betler thin he
has {eit in months.”

The physician said Ruby has
tuken the diagnosis well. “Ob-
viously he is trying to maintain

hi  composure,” Dr. Senford
said, “but he is reasc nably
cheerful.”

Officially. the patienl’s condi-
tion continues to be listed as ser-
ious.

Ruby was taken from his jail
cell to Parkland Hospital Friday
afternoon with what appeared (o
be prieumonia. He has been in
the Dallas County jail  since
March, 1964, when he was con-
victed of murdering accused
presidential assassin Lee Hz rvey
Oswald.

Detailed X-ray examination of
Ruby has been withheld until a
partially depressed right lung
re-extended sufficiently for ex-
amination.

Dr. Sanford said Monday the
[ lung has extended to “abort Kb
{ -
| per cent of normal.” This he
| said, is enough to begin the
| tumor search,
| Xerays of the lung were 1tz ken
{ Sunday morning and Sunday af-
[ ternoon. Neither indicated the
| lung had extended sufficienily.

THE RIGHT LUNG was
squeezed hy the pressure of f ujd
which had completely filled the
right chest cavity. More than
lour quarts of the fluid were re-
moved through a semi-perrna-
nenf draifi which now pierses
Ruby's chest.

Dr. Sanford said medicine is
being put into Ruby’s windp pe
to act direetly on the lung.

“This (the medicine) fas
made hin throw up occasionaily,
but it probably would hdve the
same -effect on you or me,” the
doctor said.

WHILE MEDICAL attention
seems to be focused on the iin-

paired right lung, Dr. Sanford
said this should not tend (o jn-
dicale that the lung is the prime
suspect.

“It could be anywhere,” he re-
iterated.

Thorough X-ray examination
of Ruby's body seems to offer
the hest single method of Iocat-
ing the site of the primary fum-
or.

““The chances are better than
3050 we can find it with X
rays,” Dr. Sanford said. Mean-
while, the results of stpportive
pathology tests expected some-
time Tuesday may help 1o point
the way.

Dr. Sanford revealed Monday
that a sample of Ruby's right
lung was taken with a special
instrument Saturday for paiho-
logical examination. Resulls of
this test—which will not neces.
sarily prove that the malignancy
is in the lung or not—are not ex-
pected until Tuesday.

Dr. Sanford said the tumor
search “will be conducted with
all reasonable speed.” However,
though physicians and X - ray
personnel worked Sunday, no
pathclogy laboratory personnel
were called in for special dufy.

OFFICIALS AT Parkiand Hos-
pital have scheduled twice-daily
condition ' reports. Any- drastic
change will be made public im-
mediately, they say.

Ruby, once sentenced to death
by a Dallas court for gunning
down Oswald, has a dale for a
new trial on the murder charge.

The Texas Court of Criminal
Adpeals said certain evidence
heard during the first trial was
prejudicial to the defendant. A
new trial to be held someplace
other than Dallas was ordered.

Only Jasi week the delense
and prosecution agreed to {1y
the case again in Wichita Falls,
probably in February.

Whether Ruby will he physi-
cally able appears doubtul at
this time, physicians say.




