% 2349 North Early Street
Al@xandria, V4 22302
March 22, 1984

Dear Professor Clarke,

I am writing to call attention to a significant error in the section
ixt in your book American Assassing, Referring to the evie
_ spiie background of the crime, you cite st dgveral pointa
{es5. DD +89,94,95) a notebook eniry by Sirhan dated Janmary 31,
1968 in which Sirhan wrote in part "Robert Kennedy is going to die,” and
"¥ho killed Kennedy? I don't know,.." as evidence of Sivhan's political
mptivation and prewmediitetion, , ‘

Ho such nobtebook entry exists. The page to which you refer was
written by Birhan on Pebruary 1, 1969 in jail, during a hymnotie session
supervised by Dr. Bernard Diamond., I is described in Robert Blair
Kaiger's RFK HMust Die on pages 364=369 and is reproduced in section D of
the sppendix of that boek (pp. 593=596). The purpose of the session wasgy
among olher things, to simulate Sirhan's "antomatic writing® process.

But the entry was clearly written more than seven months after, and not
before the assassination. The guestions were retrospective ones.

I have other factual dissente with your discussion of Sirhan's case
(the only one about which I have substantial knowledge) es well as nmajor
differences of interpretation sbout the badwiground and status of ihe
evidence. ({See erclosed,) In pm&%@“%?elieve there is no remaining
basis for reliance on police and DA i€ specifics of the evenis
which occurred gt the crime scene itself. The zhove roint, however, seemed
to degerve particular note.

I agree with your view that the phenomenon of politiczl assassinz®ion
deserves more gystematiec study and attention than it has received, I
hope thal your book will stimulate further emphasis ang recognition of
the relevant issues in the academic woxld,

Sincerely,

Gregory Stone

Profegsor Janes W. (Clarke
Bepartrent of Politicsl Science
University of Arizona

Tucson, Arizona 85721



