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: By EARL GOLZ
- A chief aide of Gov. John Connally

in 1963 agreed with a Dallas surgeon’

that the bullet which wounded Con-
nally shattered after a direct hit and
did not first sinke President John F.
Kennedy.

- A forensic pathnlogist who exam-
ined the Xrays and photographs of
Kennedy and Connally and other assas-
sination evidence for the Rockefeller
Commission 11 1975, however, told The

News be concurs with the Warren

Commission that a single slug passed
through Kennedy and Connaily and
emerged in almost perfect shape.

* The first public disclnsure of Dr.
Robert Shaw, the surgeon who oper-
ated on Connally’s chest, that Connally
and Kennedy were not struck by the
same bullet has set off renewed contro-
wversy sbout whether accused assassin
Lee Harvey Dswald coukd have fired all
the shows in Dealey Pluza on Nov. 22,
1963,

. The Warren Commission and most
critlcs of the Warren Report ngree Os-
wald would ot have had ehouth time
Yo first shoot Kennedy in the back and
theo shoot Connally, who was in an
open Jtmousine on a jump sent nst in
front of Kenuedy. A suhszequent fatal
blast hit Kennedy in the head.

BHl Stinson, former wlministrative
assistant to Connally and present with
Dr. Shaw in the opersting room at
Parkland Memortial Hospital. told The
News the extensive bone shattering in-
flicted upon Connally’s ribs and right
wrist “would have destroyed the bul-
let”

* Dr. Werner Spitz. the forensic pa-
thologist and chief medical examiner
for Wayne County (Detrom), Mich.,
said he saw “no bony structure that
was involved in the wound track, even
if you consider Kennedy's and Connal-
ly's wounds., that would be large
enough or thick enough or resistant
€n0UEh 1o cause damage 10 a Jacket that
1s as solid and as compiete as the ]aCl\C't
Df the stug that was used in this case.’

2" *T'would think that for all that builet
Tad to go through that it would have
disintegrated into hitle bty pieces.”
Stinson said.

The Warren Commisston concluded
the 6.5 caliber slug was fired from a
Mannlicher-Carcane nifle from the
sixth floor of the Texas School Book
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Depository Building about 76 yards
away. The bullet last only about 2 of 161
grains after it struck Kennedy in the
back and exited from the throat with-
out hitting a bone, the Warren Report

. said, and then shattered a rib of Con-

nally’s, smashed into a wrist bone and
firally glanced off a thigh. A fragment
of the bullet rematns today.

The buitet was found after it fell
from a stretcher at Parkland Hospital
after "Connally and Kennedy were
taken inio the operating rooms.

Darrell C. Tomlinson, the seninr
engineer at Parkland who found the
shug, told The News he “could never
say for sure whose stretcher that was

. I assumed it was Connelly’s be-
cause of the way things happened at
Parkland at thatime.”

Tomhinson acknowledged he was not
asked 1o ideanfy the hutlet when he
tesufied before the Warren Corimis-
sion an 1961 He satd some federal
agents earficr “came to the hospitai
with the bullet in 2 box and asked me it
it was the one [ found. [ told them
apparently it was, but 1 had not put a
mark en it . CIf 3 wasn't the bullet it
wus exactly hrke jt.”

Stinson smd he had not publicly
commented carlier on his doubts that o
single bullet strack Kennedy and Con-
nally because no one, including the
Warren Commisiion, hiad asked him.

"I guess the Warren Commission
thought I couldn’t make any material
contribution,” Stinson said. “But [ was
there (commission hearings in Wash-
ington). I knew Lee Rankin (chief
counsel for the commission) and all
the other people and I sat in the room.
It certainly wasnt because I wasn't
available. They just never asked me
aboutit.”

Stinsonn is now running a pubiic
relations firm in Washington, D.C. He
was with the nurse in charge of the
operating room when she placed
several bullet fragments from Connai-
ly’s wnist into an envelope to be deliv-
ered to proper authorities.

The nurse, Andrey N. Beil. told
Hnuse Assassinations Committee inves-
tigators last month she handled more
than the three fragments the Warren
Commission asserted were removed
from Connally's wonnds. Miss Bell,
who was not questioned by the Warren
Commission, has been marked as a key

witness
probe.

“There was more than one fragment
(placed in the envelope),” Stinson said.
“Idon’t remember how many.”

Dr. Shaw said he didn’t know how
many fragments were removed from -
Connatly, but he docs “know that the
amount of metal that was obviously in
the wrist and the small fragment that '
was in the tissue ¢f the thigh was not
consistent with the appearance of the
bullet that was found on the gover-
nor’'s stretcher.”

Stinson sdll maintains Oswald coutd
have fired the Connally shot, pius two
that struck Kennedy.

"I think the first bullet nicked hxs
(Kennedy's) neck,” Stinson said. “The
second one hit Connally and the third
nne popped Kennedys head open. h S
that simple.”

However, 'the frame count of the -
Zapruder film of the  assassination,
which wos used by the Warren Com-
mission o time the renction of the bul-
lets siriking, the victims, showed he-
twien 5 and LS seconds elapsed
between Kennedy's and Connally’s
reactions.

The  commission  tested - the
Mannlicher-Carcono rific and deter-
mined 11 could not be fired twice con- -
secutively in less than 2.3 seconds. The
commission stated “there is very per-
suasive evidence” that a single bullet
passed threugh Kennedy and Connally
and later fell from Connalily’s stretcher
in a2lmost pristine shape.

Dr. Spitz said the metallic dust he
saw in X-rays along the path of the bul-
let in Kennedy's neck could not be
weighed because they were too small to
Tetrieve.

“I don’t know at what point it (bul-
iet) started hitting bony structures,”
Dr. Spitz said, “maybe in the president,
maybe in Connally. But at any.rate
there is a portion of lead which ex-
truded from the slug through the base
as a result of this wobbling or skidding
of the slug from 1ts straight course.”

Because the bullet apparently was
tumbling when it first hit Connally,
Dr. Spitz said, "I am not sure that the
stug really struck a bony structure
with its tip. It was totally undamaged

. except for its base.” He said Con-
nally’s wrist was “badly fractured,” but
the slug struck “the joint area (which)
is spongeous, whereas the rest of the
bone is very solid.”

Dr. Shaw said he didn't “think it

in the House committee’s

" {bullet} was tumbling when it entered

the chest because the skin openiug in.
the posterior chest was just a little over
& centimeter, about a centimeter and a
half long . . . To me the wound of en-

- trance was consistent with a bullet that

had net struck anything else before it
strock the cloth of the suit and then
went through the chest.” He also said
the bullet “shattered the main bone of
the right wrist, the radius.”

Dr. Spitz was part of a Smember .,
team which examined the assassina-
tion evidence in the National Archives
for the Rockefeller Commission in 1975
and came up with the same conclusion.
The commission® was appointed by
President Gerald Ford, himself a mem-
ber of the Warren Commission, to
investigate charges of domestic spying
by the Central Intelligence Agency.

"1 don't know who pulled tke trig-
ger,” Dr. Spitz said. “I don't think I'll
ever know because this is not my line
of work. But 1 understand the injuries
and I understand what I saw.”




