5001 Basi. B7th Blye b[
T York, MY,
10028

April 17, 1977

- The Honorable Chris Dodd ‘
- United States House of Representatives
- Washington, D.C. B

- 20402

 'Dear'Congressmaﬁ Dodd;

-Because I am covering the House 1nvest1gat10n for NEW TIMES

I have done my best up until now to divorce my role as a student
~of the Kennedy assassination from my present role as a journal?
"_ist. Howvever after receiving a copy of the accidentally re-
;1éased March 17 Executive session transcrlpt frem another friend
in the media I fingd nysel?f unablp to 1bnore a section of the _
transcript which was largely ﬂlossod over by most of the press

. because of their lack of understandlng of the basic facts of the

SO -

case, I am referring to the briefing given the committeo by
“ltlobert Tannenbaum regarding leads currently being pursued hy

i‘the staff,

Mr, Dodd, I must be. frank in telllnv you that T was - apnallcd
i to find that in his seven ‘months wlxagt}e qgmmlttue “r. Tannenbaum
f"has apparent1" learned next t@ nothlnv about the case and takes

ffoerlously several leads that are dlSmlSSCd as nonsense or dis~ '
1nformat10n by most if not all, of the more knowledgegble
crltlcs. If this is allowed to Zo uncorrected the end resul+
.will be an investigation that will ma te the Gar*lson ‘probe

shine by comparison. hat troubles me the most is the suspicion

that what 1is revealed in the transcript is but | the tip of the

iceberg., 1If this is the nmaterial Tannenbaun feeTS is credlble . :
enough to present to the committee I shudder td think about , 'ff
what he is holding baclk. |

Specitically, I was struck by the follbwing:

»

L Tannenbaum begins his presentation with o description of
a "new" wilness who states that shoe was infroduced to Miece
Harvey Osunld ot the CTAD by Jaclh tuby. This W'Hnwff"n]ao

claims to have talken a ilm oy Tho abSaﬁﬂination Uhlbh was
later confiscated by two azents

, one from the FBI the other -
from the CIA, ' ’ o



[

I believe you have already recoived a letter on this witness
from Paul IHoch as a result of the inclusion bf her tale in the
most recent committee report. Her real name is Beverly Oliver,
and I first heard her story over two years ago from Richard E,
-Sprague, I doubted its veracity then, and I doubt it even more
now since significant aspects of her story have changed., This
"w1tness" who claims to be the elusive "Babushka Lady," an
unidentified woman who appears to be holding a movie camera
and appears in several photographs of Dealey Plaza taken during
the assassination, is written up in books by Pemm Jones, Jr.,
and Gary Shaw, Shaw states further that she was also present
at a meeting between Jack Ruby and Richard Nixon, This wonan's
tale is so wild that I am anazed that it is given any amount of
credibility by the committee. To begin with she claims that
she did not kmow what CIA stood for when she was introduced
: to Oswald., I find it almost inconceiveable that anyone would

.~ remember three random letters if they held no meaning to that

';person. Her story about the visit by an FBI men and a CIA man

. is equally unbelieveable in view of the rivalry between the

ﬂtwo organizations, In fact, when Mrs. Oliver originally re-
'counted her story a few years baclk she said the visitors were
Texas Rangers, and her only testlmony regarding Oswald was

that she thought she night have seen him once with Ruby at the
Carousel Club. Examination of the Dealey Plaza photograpbs
reveals a "Babushka Lady" that appears to be somewhat heavy—set »
and middle-aged, Mrs, Oliver was a stunning young lady of about
seventeen with a statuesque figure at the time,

— Tannenbaum's excitement at the testimony of the Parkland
Hospital head nurse reveals a lack of understanding of some

of the most basic aspects of the case, The fragments referred

to by Nurse Rell scem to be the same ones referred to in the
Varren Report, The IBI acknowledgeﬁ possession of three small
Tragments which were talken from the Governor's wrist, Certainly

- Tannenbaum should have researched this point before Jumping to

the conclusions implicit in his briefing, To be surec the single-
bullet theory cannot stand extensive scrutiny, and there is cer-



.
"

Lainly evidenos of Loo many  Crogmonts with Loo muoh cunmlablve
welght, but one neced only galn knowledge of the Yoldg" evidence
to demonstrate this fact.

In describing Conmnally's wounds, Tannenbaum reveals that he
doesn't even kmow where they are., He seems to be describing
four torso wounds while missing the wrist wound altogether.
Though it seems ambiguous from his language it appears con-
ceiveable that Tannenbaum is not even aware that the magic
bullet (CE 399) was not found in Connally, but rather was
discovered by an orderly after it rolled out from under a

stretcher presumed by the Varren Commission to have been Con-
ally's. ' '

- I do not know what the commlttee thinlks about the Story
~told by Willem Oltmans re.,. Georve De. uohrenschlldt but there
are aspects of it that ‘dety credlblllty from the outset, none of
'~wh1ch seem to have occured to Tannenbaum. ~The hlggest problen
 1s the fact that it Seens unllkely that Oswald and De Mobhren-
'schildt ever sa",each other after Aprll 15, 1963 when he and

 ‘Jh1s wife. Jeanne pald the Oswalds a, v131t “Shortly thereafter

"Oswald left for Hew Orleans and De'Uohrenschlldt for Haltl.
Another Uroblem is that De’Hohrenschlldt doesn't seem to have
'evcr mentloned the name of H L. Hunt untll three weeks after;
" the DALLAS ORNI“G NEVS flrst ran the story about the note
 \&11egedlY written beosvald to a ”Hr Hunt It seems un~'
‘fll&el" that De ohrenochlldt cculd have ‘been mlddle—man in

T;a consplracv while. th51ca11f separated from the alleged assas—

‘¢p31n by S0 many mlles. Furtﬂermore, De Nohrenschlldt’s protest—
”“v,atlons a;ter thc assa531nat10n that Oswald must have been a

ﬂpatsy seem out of character for the person who supnosedly put the

- pifledin his hand. Prom a strlctly peruonal point of'v1ew T

” ff1nd mvself wary of any consplracv tnat places Oswald in the

“ Depos1tory as one of the assa531ns.‘ T *eel that - the evzdence
"‘1ncontestab1v proves that Oswalu nevbr flrcd 2 shot,

)
R

- In'describin“;t 10 d t of Eugcne Hale Bradlng,Tannenbaum
states that a shot ilrcd from the Dal~Te Bulldlng_ls consistent
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wibh o butrst Lhal stk ﬁ ourbsLlons  on Lhe gonbh Hlda ot Wi
dbroob,  Thin tu a'thaory or Hloh]:d o Sprague which, to ny
knowlcdgc, has never bqu qcicnriiloally substantiated, It
could well be that this is the casc, but it should be trcatcd as
no more than an hypothesis until the probability of such a
trajectory can be Scientifically determined, T am likewise
disturbed by Tannenbaum's inferences regarding connections with
Shaw and Ferrie., I know of no evidence that satisfactorilly
establishes that either man participated in a conspiracy to
kill President Kennedy. There is a big difference between
establishing some connections betwyeen these persons and Cswald
and establishing their participation in such a plot. Certainly
this too should be explored, but Tannenbaum's brleflﬁ" Sseemed
to me to imply an assumption of guilt. Again I detect the
influence of Richard E, Sprague who is a vocal apologist for
Garrison and implies that Garrison proved his case and failed
to obtain a conviction only because the jury was gotten to,

- Tannenbaum also errs in recounting testimony placing Shaw,

- Oswald and Ferrie together in Clinton, Louisiana 1in the company
"~ of "anti-Castro groups," There Was persuasive testimony placing

. the trio together in Clinton, but there was no testimony linking

them with anti-Castro groups there, The occasion of the alleged
event was a voter-registration drive,

- Finally Tannenbaum discusses a doctor who was a resident at
Parkland Hospital on the day of the assassination, basing his
corments not upon first-hand testimony but rather on the second-
hand assertions of a "friend" who "has come forward and told

‘us about this," This resident appears to contest the official
description of the wounds as described by the VWarren Commission,
Quoting Tannenbaum: "It was his impression that an entry Uound

on the governor's body; there was an entry wound on the govern-
or's body." This is the .first I have heard that all of Connallvl!s

wounds were exit irounds. zvidently +the assassins were hidden
inside Connallyv's abdomen, Obviously Tannenbaum is confused
and means to say something other than what he said, but the very

idea of relylng uporn this t¥pe of second-hand testimony when the

committee has merely to order a physical examination of Connally
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nlrilcos mo as imbicilioc. T4 soomn unlikely that Comnallyts
wounds arc othor than was represented by his physicians, ,
Kennedy's wounds are, of course, quite another matter entirely, .
Tannenbaum repeats the second-hand assertions that the resident ' .
attempted to examine the President's wounds and was rebuffed,
"which by his experience he deemed to be quite uwnusual, Just
how often in this "resident's™ experience did he attempt to
examine the remains of a dead President of the United States?

Mr. Dodd, what reall? disturbs me about all of the above
is that Mr. Tannenbaum (who I am pleased at least seems to be
convinced that there was a conspiracy) seems to be relying for
his expertise on Richard L. Sprague and is ignoring several
scholarly experts whom he is going to have to gonmult if he
15 to conduct a meaningful iﬁvestigation. Sprague has done a ,
masterful job of collecting and collating photographic evidence_‘b
relevent to the Kennedy assassination, e is a friend of mine
and I like him a great deal. TVhen it comes +to theories about
thé assassination, however, Sprague is prone toward the wildest
.ofgfantasies. By no stretch of the imagination can he be'called
a true scholar with regard to the minutaec of the case. People
like Paul Hoch and Peter Dale SBcott of Berkeley; Howard Roffman
of Ga1nesv111e- tlary Ferrell of Dallas; Mark Allen of hashlnvton';
and a Tew others who do possess this scholarship have been vir
tually ignored by the comnittee., At one point the commlttee
went so far as to send out fornm letters to the critics reques»-
ing relevent photographs and docunents,

I understand that controversy will arise from etten31vc
dealings with the critics. DBut the alternative is an invest-
igation that, without their considerable experience and expertise,
will 1nev1tab1y lead down blind alleys and false trails and ‘in the
end will produce nothing ex scept more questions for future histor-
ians to ponder. Can you even imagine any other subject where it
would be considered controversial for a Congressional 1nvest1gat10n o
to consult experts regarding the subject under 1nvest1¢at;on? |
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Thook you for Lok ixw}g Lha Lime Lo road this ) olbor. 1
alao eancloding

A1)
For your information o momorandum propared by

e last year at the request of committce staff regarding how the
committee should proceed,

Sinecerely Z;;gs,

Jerry Policoff



o | 4 - 501 East B0 Street
P : Mesw Yipole, By
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Dekober 11, 1976

 Mr. Rick Peeney
- Office of the Honorable
Thomas N, Downing
'U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Rick;

 ‘Following, per your reguest, are some of my thoughts as to how
the select committee investigating the Kennedy assassination should
. proceed: : -

I. Regarding the medical evidence, I would caution that extreme
care is necessary. &g I have suggested earlier, I would strongly
suggest consultation with Howard Roffman on this subject because

"of his extraordinary research in this area. Harold Weisberg's
knowledge is also exceptional in thlS area. - Specific gquestions
include: : .

a) Why were so few people who had seen the, Pre51dent s body called
as W1tnes=es ( and why were some who were called not specif-
ically gquesticnad in this area) in view of the ambiguity as to
the location cf the back wound? An effort should now be made
to find and guestion every cne who saw the body, and also to
to determine 1f they were ever questlonOd durlng the life of
~the harren Commission. :

" b) At the Clav Shaw trial Colonel Pierre Finck, one of the autopsy
"~ surgeons, conceded under cross-examination that military brass
took charge of the autopsy and prevented dissection of the back
- weund to determine the path of the bullet. Why? Who were .these
. individuals? ' S

' ¢) Under whose directicn did. Comr andeL Humes destroy his autopsy
'~ notes? ' '

©.od) Why were ambigucus non-fived points used as measuring points in
. the autopsy report? In centrast, the long suppressed Burkley
death certificate uses two fixed points -- the spinal czolumn
~and the third thorasic vertebra (resulting, incidentally in
a location significzntly lower than that found in the autopsy
‘report and the trestimony of the doctors). o :
e) What has been the chain cf possession of the autopsy material?
Who has had access, and under what circumstances?

. £) Executive Session trzan of the Warren Ccmmission refer

scriots
to the Commission having seen at least some of the autopsy
pnotos. A photo of the back wound is said to show i1t below

t

the shoulder. There is cther evidence to support the inference
that this material was, in fach seen by at least part of the
Commission. Wrnv was this fact suppressed, and why do current

M

{



)

h)

i)

deaci iplhions of Fhe maleyial e ler Lo uni“ Uhe }HuLquaph u[

"the back wound in which its location is ambiguous because of

the posttion of the body and thL placempnt of a ruﬂer on top
of the spinal column? .

Why are there now no x-rays of the extremltles when full—body
x-rays are reported to have been taken°

Why do current examinations of the autopsy material locate the
head wound some four inches higher .than its location in the
original autecpsy report? ~ '

Why do fragments now appear in the throa; when the autopsy
doctors swore there were no such fragments? Assuming the.
avthenticity of the autopsy material, and in view of the
near pristine condition of CE 399, what does the existence
of these additional fragments do to the continued viability .
of the Single-Bullet Theory? e :

j)Are the wounds not only Consvstent w1th all shots comlng from

k)

IT.

behind {according to the photos and x-rays), but also consistent

with having resulted from the type of rifle and the type of am-.
munition alleged to have caused them?

Whére are the app ently missin g photographs known to have .
been taken of the chest cathy

A1l major evidentiary tests undertaken by and for the Warren

Commission should be re-done. This would apply particularly to
the Neutron Activation Analysis.

ITT.

Exculpatory evidence on Oswald should -be considered thor-

oughly. The Warren Commission began with an assumption that
Oswald was guilty {(as its internal working papers prove) and
dismissed such evidence out of hand.

.

The committee should investigate evidence that there is an

cn—-going campaign being waged to poirt the finger at Castro.
Those c¢onnected with these allegations have curious 1nter—relu
ationships: .

a)

c)

Jack Anderson -- Associates and sources include Edward P.

Morgan, Frank Sturgis, and Hank Greenspun. Anderson owns

a piece of Greenspun's LAS VEGAS SUN.

Edward 2. Morgan —-- Lawyer for Howard Hughes, Hank Greenspun,

and Jonn Roselli. Negotiated the sale of the Desert Inn frecm

"Moe" Dalitz tc Howard Hughes. Initial contact in the deal was
Greenspun who received & part of Morgan's finders fee. Morgan

was Anderson's source on the Castro stories. Dalitz has con-

nections with Eugené 2Brading, arrested in Dealey Plaza on the

day of the assassination.

»

1

d of Mahew, Anderson, and Morgan.
h ended at the same time Maheu's
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d)

e)

v.
to
is

VI.
a

Adid. Pevformed pubibic relabionag For Dalitg® lamingn Qlab,

Frank Sturgis ~- Priepd of Anderson's since Bay of Pigs,
Investigabled by Warren Commisglon In 1964 bacsuge of his
leaks Lo the Mlaml Herald implleating Castro in the as-
sagasination. Has had Organized Crime connections.

Lonnie Hudkins —-- Reporter involved in implicating
connections between Oswald and the FBI and Castro and
the assassinations. Allegedly was involved in a planned
CIA contract assassinartion aimed at Cheddi Jagan. Had
pre-~assasiination ties to the Dallas White Russian
community with which Oswald associated. )

Some method should be found by which staff will be able
take sworn depositions if all the crucial testimony
to be taken, as it should be, under oath.

Beware of disinformation (e.g.McDonald). Be prepared for
flood of trivia from the FBI and CIA. ‘ -

I hope the foregoing is of some help. If you have any

questions I am at your disposal and will do anything I can to
be of assistance to you. :

Sincerely,

Jerry Policoff




