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And TIM WYNGAARD
Scripps-Howard Staif Writers
LOUISVILLE — An ex-policeman |

claims that local arnd federal law offi-
cers tried to blackmail kim into assas-
sinating the Reyv. Dr. ifartin Luther
King Jr in 1965.

Clifton E Baird, 50, 2 former mems
ber of the Louisville' Police Depart-

mnent, has told the House Assassination
Commiitee that feliow Louisville police
officers and FBI agents staticned here
offered him $500,000 to k-1l Dr. King.

Sources close to the agsassination

. commitiee said Baird: ~lajms at the
time of the aileged eonspiracy his po-
lice superiors thought ke was involved

or face implication
" ecase, -

Baird, the sources said, has written
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in a dynamite ring operation in West- -
ern Kentucky and therefore would kave -
to take part in the plof to kill Dr. King
in the bombing

PSS |

claims that the FRI
volved in Dr. King's

g ring up details of the
1968 slaying. . :

.+ .- But backers of the
" tion,into the murders

except for past
somehow was in
death, or in. cove

House investiga-
of Dr. King and

- . President Kennedy ha ¢ Baird’
the commiltee that he was at the time = | : J nave used Baird’s
under “inense investigation” by the _ ?Ileganons — contained in a secret let-
'FBI and: police officials in his home 4T 0 Rep. M. Gene Snyder, RXKy. -

. town of Owenshoro,Ky., about 100°° w:qtsuppqrt rfor_ciogtgx‘nuatwn [of the,
milgs southwest of here.”. 3. e commn(ee LA s M

+, . He was not, however, implicated i 1 The committee, mired in staff andy-
. the; bombing . conspiracy despite hi versonality conflicts, had accomnplished ;.

. ' claimed refusal to take part’in the'al-i* little until Baird ﬁp}l){!soached it with his
leged plot against Dr. King.- - -charges several Weeks ago.  ~ ay

-~ At this
- connection between ‘the alleged ‘1965
. *plot and the 1968 Memphis. murder '

int there is no apparent -
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' But assassination committee Jeaders
secretly briefed House Speaker Thomas

P. O'Neill, D-Mass., on Baird’s allega- .
tions, and O’Neill has called for contin- -
t}l‘. qne yearon & .,‘;-.

uing the investigation f
$2.7 million budget. .
“~ The Hopse-is schedul
that Wednesday. -~ =
.1 Veteran Louisville 'policemen - sa
they: are “stunned :and puzzled”. by,
- Bhird's, charges and categqrically, deny.
them. Similar: depials have beer ‘made
by FBI agents assigned to Louisville in’
the mid-1960s, 2 n .
. Federal' and.local *lawmen :
.checked Baird's”background “and.:pri-
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"vately "describe him as “stable” andj:

: “credible” “He was a solid cop;”*8aid a. '3, He:féls'ri."hasf"%iven the assassination - . turned over to. the con
. federal source. 5 © | - Luligig gvcomn_nltteedgths;;;_ ast names; of three i mittee; but got nowhere
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ST 'M_éa’nwhile, Scrippé—waafd News

-Service has learned that a tape record-

- House “gssassination investigators as
- beinti made aboyt the time —. in 1965
- — tha gi;g _cleirns heireceived the

at
ffers, .

It hgg e_z_lnsg;};)eén learned that; "

ank siy present: and former Louisville
f.‘fbusly reported <= as being involved in
4 the alleged _cqr;;g@racy to kill Dr. King.,

e

ing Baird contends was made during a -
discussion of the offer with one'of the + -
lawmen - has been ' authenticated .by. .

v Baird has identified by name and’

licemen '~ not three or four as previ-iy'.
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;agents ithen working: out_of :Louisvill

i e
* FBI headquarters a
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egedly involved ig..-:
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¥ Baird has told jnvestigdtors that ™
.. “heoverheard a discussion’ about killin%--.‘-f :
- Dr. King 'among lécal police ‘and FBI -
-agents at police offices here and subses
- . quently ‘tapéd’ an ‘assassination offer .
- with a recorder’ hidden beneath'the
. -front seat of his personal car.” © " .
That is the tape he has turned over
. to the assassination committee, . .:
Lo Scrilfps-Howard also has learned -
-+ that Baird tried to make his story ‘pub-
;,'lic-;p_revioust!g': He once approached a.. -
- -reporter with. the allegations he later **
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