P e

N‘}T\Mw,o -3_—1g\77

Around
the
N aﬁon

New Ballistic Tests Set
On Bullet in King Death -

WASHINGTON, March - 17(AP)—The
House Select Committee onAssassinations
‘anncunced today that it would conduct
independent ballistics tests next week on
the builet that killed the Rev Dr. Martm
Luther King Jr.

The committee also conflrmed that its
investigators would interview James Earl
Ray in prison, where he is serving a 99- .
year sentence on conwctxon of kﬂhng Dr.y -
King. L :

A Federal Bureau of Investxgatmn ex-
pert testified in _proceedings after Dr.
King’s assassination in 1968 that the bul-
let was too badly damaged to determine
if it came from the rifle that Memphis
police say bore Mr. Ray's- fingerprints.’

Walter Fauntroy, a Washington, D.C.,:
delegate of the subcommittee conductmg'
the ch assassination investigation, said
that two separate ballistics tests would
be made by separate professmnals and
not the bureau.
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