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WASHINGTON, March 7—Fighting for | -

its life, the House Assassinations Commit-
tee meg today witheut iis -chairman and
adopied a series of rules and an interim

budget -for its investigation into- the

deaths of President Kennedy and the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther i {ing Jr. .
Nevertheless, Represeniative chhard-
son Preyer, the North Carolina Democrat

who pr esided at t today's meeting, said the
chances of the wnﬂvmit 'S survwmv be-
yond March 31 were * mmma] ”

The committes was established by the
Housn last S¢pt°mo,.. For the last few
weeks its. chairman, Representative
Hﬂnry BE. {ronza}ez Democr'” of Texas,
end the rest of the commitis: nembers
have heen haitling over whether to dis-
miss or retain its controversial chief
counsel, Richard A. Sprague.. -~ -

Last week Mr, Gonzalez sald Mr.
Sprague was a “scoundrel” and submitted
his Tesigpation as chairman. The Speakes
of the House, Thomas P. O’Neill Ir., said
that he did not have the powrer to accept
Mr. Gonzale?’s’ resignation and that. it
would have to be acted vpon by the
House. : )

At

L

today’s meeting, the commitfes
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.agreed-upon salaries for

voteo x-aelf the power to hire and dis-
charge staif and approved vet another
reduction in the salaries paid to more
than half of the 70 siaff meinbers, go
that the committee would pot spend more
than was authorized by the House.

The new cuts mean that 46 staff mem-
bers will receive only 61 percent of their
February and
March.

The committee did not ¢iscuss Mr. Gon-
zalez’s refusal to sign & pay voucher
bearing Mr. Sprague’s name, nor did it

directly addressz the chairman’s allegation

that Mr. Sprague had violated House
rales Ly continuing to praciice law in
Philadelphiz and by refusing to prepare
a new budget for the inquiry.

The committee, howwel, gidt adopt new
ruIﬂs restricting the inguiry’s use of lie
detectors, ycl ological s re\a evaluators
and equ.pmmt to tape ielephone conver-
sations.

Under ths rule\ none of thess devices
can be used without the permission of
the s"bjecL and, insome instances, of
a mamrxty of the commilles, Ancther re.
striction would prohibit the public disclo-
sure of either the resuiis of any paly-
5!'(:[3"1 i€ st of a witness's refusal Jo ske
sum at

ovision under

whici the co*nuv“ would Jocat
er fur a witnes i

T, would allay fear
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