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WASHINGTON (UP]) — Atfempting
nearly the impessible, the shattered
House Assassination Committee hoped
today to breathe new liie into an inves-

- tigation torn by internel dissent and in
the midst of a growing skepticism in
the House.

Memberz have scheduled a meeting
today wiikcut the perinissicn of their
resigned chairman and in the presence
of the chief counsel who has refused to

_ be fired. :

C o The only slim cneouragement for the

ittsburgh Prass, Mon., March 7, 1977

treubled panel lay in promises of “pew
i

evidence” i the assassination ¢f Div

Kiariin Luther RKing Jr. and the report-
ed willinguess (o testif_y_'by James Earl
Ray, King's confessed killer.

Today's meeting was called Friday
by six of the 11 members of the com-

mitiee in & letier to Rep. Henry Gon-
zalez, D-Tex., who resigned as chair- -
-man last week in 2 bitler dispute over
‘his firing of Richard Sprogue as chief
-counsel and staff director.

The commiitee unanimausly rejected

- Geonzaler’ action as “filegal” and told

Sprague to ignore it. . )
Gonzalez’ own resignation has nei-

- ther been accepied nor rejected. House
. Speaker Thomas O'Neill said only the
full House has authority to do so. :

- The commitiee's letter to Gonzalez
was addressed te him and said the
meeting scheduled for today would be

" held with or without him, )

. Gonpzaiez fired back from his heme

R

at San Aztonio that he could do nothing -
since he had resigued. Bul ke was re-
turning {0 Washiugioz, stlil not saying'. -

whetber ke would attend the meeting,

Carolina, ranking Demecrat on the

. committee, and comembers decided to -

go ahead and try to resolve some of the
problems of the panel's five month-
ezistence. . ... - S

These include unpaid phone and - -

TG e s

bers who Have been off ‘salery since

January; an acceptable budget, and -

investigative and procedt%ralrrules.

Rep. Richardson Pryer of North F Fearfui that a disgusted House

would -vete a renewal of the compmit-

tee’s mandate which expires March 31,.
members last week began-talking of .

“new’ evidence” and said three or more

v Witnesses. would be ‘called 10 bolster :-
“speculation that ‘Ray had. help either
. before or after the King murder. - ..~

 On Saturdsy, committee member

other bills; payments to 73 staff mem-

Walter Fauntroy, the Democratic dele-
gate from the District of Columbia,
-said that Ray had written 2 letter from
“his prison cell that “he is willing to
- testify.”. AN .

“/. Ray,’ who will be 49 A'I.'hilr‘sday,’ is
 serving a 99-year sentence at Brushy

- Mountain Prison in. Tennessee after
. pleading .guilty to King’s murder. .

" “We have every reason to believe
the letter is authentic,” Fauntroy said.
“We have checked the signature.”” - .




