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séivering o
r. tight ‘control -despite- cleims

“*Rep.- Robert E. Bauman,-R-Md the panel’s chief foe, -
““hat‘he has succeeded in killing the-inyestigation into -

“the deaths of ‘John-F. Kennedy|and the: Rey,
. Luther King Jr. -

=0 Committee members are being old by cancus lead-

- .. ers. tkat the: only way possible ts save the: eommittee
- ‘Jmay be to get'rid of staff chief, Richard A- Sprague,
"who has demanded complete-cotrol of an. unlimited

.- investigation. :

The committee will have to accept tight limitation

-on the scope of its work and a’bydget far smaller than

" ‘the 265 million "2 year Sprague has‘aske_dl_fagg two- .

syear study, members are being told. WS
».  Democratic leaders yesterday dropped plans to seek
immediate autkorization alongithe-lines ‘asked. by

gt SR

. Sprague.” They delayed almv.:i;et

- %+ Demoerats dispufed Bauman’s eontention -that |
... “blocking the expected approval yesterday showed that |
.~ ‘opponents of the committes have the voles necessary to-|
B I R o
“"Rep. Jim Wright of Texas, Democratic-floor leader, |
{3aid' the delay came only bécause lawmakers on both :
sides ‘were unhappy over a proposed time limit " that. |
Would have restricted debate to 20:minutes on-each side’p
“of the question. 3 ey |
~=--Full debate is’expected to be allowed ‘when the™}
“measure does reach the floor, Wright said. But amend-- |
"mments are expected to cat the proposed budget and re-- |
trict ™ some + investigative - techniques -proposeds by |
prague and his staff he added. - .-z, ¢ . :f
»+ Sprague, a-“former Fennsylvania: assistant  district |
“attorney -who' héaded the investigation that “led to the |
. murder “conviction- of former  United- Mine - Workers .|
| #President W. A:*Tony” Boyle, has proposed secret tap-.|
- 'ing and listening devices for his investigators, “F
"% . Sprague also-has demanded complete: co

4 control owfr; 5
" -theinvestigation, with committee. ‘members- ézercising i
-..only velo power rather than directing”him- in the |

‘=

.- The resolution anthorizing continuation of the com-

+ Jnittee — which legally died at the end of the last Cop. |}
v gress — would expand - the - committee’s power . andy
t tallow i to extentd 3 investigation into any area it
Cwished. L e T T
"o It 2lso would allow staffers to put witnesses under
- oath and take testimony at will without lawmakers in .

- attepdance. - ;i e e e

i Both proposals kaw? drawn stiff Hoyse opposition;”
as:has a third Sprague move to allow worldwide travel ‘
by committee investigators, .~ - L nTen A e ek
o Sprague'’s staff insists' the travel provision is neces-
sary because one.of the Dallas .Parkland Memorial.
‘Hospital phySicians who treated ennedy m the emer-
~.7gency room affer he was shol has moved from Dallas to

- ~"But with Sprague running that' staff.the way he is, -
-, He'could send people into-Cuba or the Soviet Union, rat-
.. .7 tling th6Se cages, Without any OK from us,” said ope
L - "Commnittee member. - 7 % ' e
S ' Otbers, particnlarly Republicans' who spe 1
. in a closed cancus debating the matter Yesterday, fear
-, ‘the umlimited investigation may turn into a “witchiumt”!
. aigainst the FBI and CIA. Ry U
-+ dpragué demanded autonemy in running the investi-
" -gation when he accepted the chief counsel post late Iast

year, and has warned repeatedly that he wil] it.if his
Wers are T N

. de could not be reached for comment. :. e
»:--House members are being told by Democratic lead-
ers that they would .not be unhappy if Sprague does

- quit, 50 a less controversial — angd less outspoken —
- chief counsel more inclined toward accepting directions
from committee members could be appointed. .~ -

" Rep. Henry_'\GonzaIez, D-Tex., who would become
the committee’s'new chairman, has disassociated him-
self from Sprague’s comments about the investigative

tachniques to be used. R S
= - And Gonzalez privately is working with House lead-

ers on. a budget that would halve Sprague’s propesed
figure of 36.5 million annually. T S
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