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Oswald Plan
To Move
Here Bared

Voluminous FBI Files
Fail to Disclose Why

By Jeremiah O'Leary
and James R. Dickenson -
Washington Star Staff Writers

Lee Harvey Oswald wrote that he
was planning to move to the
' Washington-Baltimore area a month
before he assassinated President
John F. Kennedy in Dallas in the fall
of 1863, according to newly released
FBIfiles.

This disclosure appeared in a let-
ter he wrote the Worker magazine in
New York from New Orleans in Sep-
tember 1963. He wrote that he wanted
to know how to contact the Commu-
nist Party in this area “as I plan to
relocate there in October.” The only
reply Oswald got was very guarded
and indicated he should plan to oper-
ate not underground but in the back-
around.

Instead Oswald went to Dallas, and
it was there on Nov. 22, 1983, that he
shot Kennedy from the window of the
building in which he worked. Two
days later, Oswald was dead at the
hands of a police buff and nightclub
operator named Jack Ruby.

The Oswald correspondence was
only one page of the 40,001 documents
released this week under a FBI
under. the Freedom of Information
Act request. But it jllustrates the
dilemma created by release of the
raw FBI files:

ALL MANNER CF information
from the wildest “nut” calls to the
serious communications between
various officials at every step of the
investigation of the Kenned?f and Os-
wald murders are now availa
there is no ready way for thefpress or
public to separate the wheat from the
chaff.

Nowhere in the raw FBI files can a

_reader methodicallfr find out, for
example, why Oswald didn’t come to
:the Washington-Baltimore area or
‘what his intentions were if he did. In
-that sense, the release of nearly half
a ton of unindexed, inconclusive

documents raises more questions 1

than it answers.
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_There are scores, even hundreds,

such mysteries, even if one culls
it the “nut calls” from people who
ntacted the FBI with everything
om their dreams and fantasies to
'‘nversations they overheard which
‘emed suspicious to them,

The FBI dispatched agents to
ack down every report, no matter
2w addled, drunk or just mistaken
¢ listeners were.

ONE OF THE STORIES related in
e FBI files, and written with the
‘andard humorless style used by the
lents, was that of a woman from
‘ominy, Okla. She succeeded in get-
ng nine letters written by the FBI to
'@ Warren Commission after charg-
'g that the FBI knew all about Os-
ald’s purchase of a rifle and his trip
' Mexico before the assassination.
e also got the late FBI Director J.
dgar Hoover’s dander up because
* wrote that she was conducting a
':cu,l:rilous Campaign of villifica-
on.

Another woman from New York
2t considerable attention from Hoo-
°r when she claimed that an FBI
7ent who was 10 feet ta]] and very
ell built was responsible for the
hole thing. Hoover admonished her
' making unsupported statements
out the FBI andits personnel.

The documents show that the bu-
‘au left few stones unturned in its
‘vestigation of Oswald and his
'urderer, Ruby. But the raw files
50 make it obvious that Hoover
om the outset was determined to
hare the investigation with no one.

HE AND HIS AIDES feuded with
iz CIA, the Dallas police and even
e State Department, and they re-
sted the formation of a presidential
'mmission. And when the Warren
mmission was ordered into being
v President Lyndon B. Johnson,
oover made very sure he knew
verything the panel was doing as
oll as controlling most of the evi-
ence that it was given to consider.
~As the investigation rogressed,
¢ FBI turned Up many bizarre and
-artling leads. Here are some of the
lore noteworthy:

Agents learned of an Army captain
om Fort Benning, Ga., who was
ontacted by a North Hollywood,
alif., dentist, ostensibly a member
¢ the ultra-conservative National.
lates Rights Party. The dentist told
e captain in early 1963 that the
“ganization needed 3 group of young

aen “to get rid of Kennedy, the Cabi-

°t and all members of Americans
't Democratic Action and maybe
2,060 other tpeople.”‘The captain
acked away from what he regarded

d ﬁe had

S propositioning him on this mat-.
T

A;nother tip sent the New York of-

‘ce of the FBI rushing out to 42nd

‘reet in search of gypsy tea rooms
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in a Telex message from the Wash-
ington field office to the New York
FBI office just five days after Kenne-
dy’s death. The message refers to
Johnson as a suspect in the case and
tells of two FBI interviews with her
onNov. 23 and 24, 1963.

® Adam Yarmolinsky, then a power-
ful Defense Department employe and
widely known academic, called the
FBI — where he was not popular —
to inform the bureau that Oswald’s
activities reminded him of another
individual, a former GI named
Nicholas Petrulli. Petrulli had re-
nounced his U.S. citizenship in Mos-
cow, just as Oswald had done in 1959,
and then returned to the United
States. An FBI official told another in
recounting the story, “The director
asked if is is accepted practice by the
State Department to allow individu-
als who have renounced their citizen-
ship to return to the United States.”

* W. O. Stinson, administrative as-
sistant to wounded Texas Gov. John
B. Connally, passed on to the FBI
second-hand information about an
overheard plot to kill Kennedy that
was set afoot three weeks before the
assassination by three unnamed oil-
men. As Stinson told the story to the
FBI office in Dallas after Kennedy
was dead, the three oilmen had put
Up a great deal of money to have
Kennedy killed. It was not possible to
discover in the FBI documents what
the outcome of this startling tale
was.

° FBI officials M.A. Jones and Car-
tha D. DeLoach worked up a state-
ment in Hoover’s name in early 1964
rebutting what was called the false
statement that Oswald was a confi-
dential agent of the FBI. They pre-
pared a press release that said Os-
wald had never been employed in
any capacity by the FBI, had never
received any payments from the FBI
and was not a confidential informant.
The CIA also formally denied that
Oswald was connected with it in any
way.

® Hoover was almost perpetually
unhappy about the actions o Dallas
Police Chief Jesse Curry and wrote
an internal memo about’it to his top
aides in February 1964 that was al-
most contemptuous of the chief. Hoo-
ver said he had told publisher Wil
liam Randolph Hearst that the police
chief was “trying to please every-
body and was giving TV interviews
most of the time until I sent him
word to keep his mouth shut.”

* The records indicate that both the
Secret Service and FBI lost track of
the clothes Connally was wearing
when he was wounded in the presi-
dent’s card. The documents do not
explain how the clothes turned up
later and, that when they became
evidence, they had already been
cleaned and pressed.

° The Texas Employment Commis-



sion reported to the FBI five days
after Kennedy’s death that Oswald
had turned down several better pay-
ing jobs, presumably in order to re-
tain access to the Texas School Book
Depository on Kennedy’s Dallas pa-
rade route. This is not explained in

he was dead. Al Rosen, one of Hoov-
er’s top aides, sent a memo to Alan
Belmont, another, a few hours after
Oswald was shot, saying that the
director wanted agents standing by
at Parkland Hospital where Oswald
was dying. Oswald, as it developed,
never regained consciousness. Hoo-
ver passed the word that President
Johnson wanted the FBI to investi-
gate the second shooting.

FBI agents, therefore, waited at
Oswald’s bedside until he died while
other G-men took part in the first
interviews of Ruby even through no
federal agents were present when
Ruby was captured after the shoot-
ing.

Ironically, FBI officials were send-
ing messages to one another that the
White House and Deputy Attorney
General Nicholas Katzenbach
wanted a full report on the Oswald
case, including “everything that may
raise a question in the mind of the
public or the press regarding this
matter.”

“IN OTHER WORDS,” Belmont
wrote to Assistant Director William
C. Sullivan, ‘“‘this report is to settle
the dust both from the standpoint
that Oswald is the man who assassi-
nated the president and relative to
Oswald himself. The director desires
it out as quickly as possible. We want
to be certain that anything that is put
into the report can be backed up as it
will be subject to minute scrutiny
from the press and public.”

The report, the documents empha-
size, was for the purpose of assuring
the American public and the world as
to what the facts were in Kennedy's
assassination and setting to rest the
many rumors in the United States
and the world. That was 14 years
ago.

Today, there is more division in
public opinion about what really hap-
pened in Dallas than there was in
1963. A U.S. official said, “We really
shouldn’t be surprised. This country
is still looking for the truth about the
assassination of Abraham Lincoln,
and that was more than 100 years
ago.” :



