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WASHINGTON AP — FEI documents released Wednesdasy show the late FBI

Dlrector J, Bdgar Hoover was extremely concgrned about news coverage
of the investlgation of the ennedy assasslnation, -
Hoover’s concern was reflected in efforts to sway edltorlal oplnlon
and efforts to flnd unnamed sources 1n news gtorles, -
- The ¥BI documents, which relate to the bureau’s investligation of the
assasslnation of Presldent Jomn F. Kennedy, revealed Eoover pade an
effort to persuvade the Washlpgton Post not to run an edltorial and
that the FBI thought 1ts ‘‘many friends®® in the news medla could be
wed to put the agency in the best llght or to attack Lts enemles.
Mony coptacts between Jjourmallsts and the FBI are detalled 1n the .
40,001 pages of docupents, £rom newsmen providing t1ps to the FBI to
the FBI problng for a journallst’s sources. -

*‘I thought no one knew_thls outside of FBI,?® Hoover wrote on a
®py of one news_story dated Dec, 3, 1933, ¢“Certainly someone is
dolng too much talklng,?? .. - -

Hoover sald 1n a memo three days after the assassinatlon thet
Pgesldent Lyndon B, Jomnson was upset by a possible Washlngton Post

ell torlal galllpg for a presldentlal commlsslon to lnvestligete the
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ennedy assasslnatlon, The memo sald Johnson hsd asked Hoover to try

‘‘He asked 1f I could dlssgaude the Post frop saXrylng the edltorial
and I_told wulp, frankly, thet I seldom read the paper, but would get

to stop publlcatlom of the edl torial,

word as to what 1s belng done,?? the Hoover jpemo ssid,

Hoover started a memo dated about an hour later that dey, Nov. 25,
1963, thls ways . . . o

‘I called Deputy Attorney Genersl NLcholas DeB. Katzembsch and
sdvised Wm we had killed the edl torlal In the Post,

But later 1n the memo, Hoover _says another conversatlon wlth Alfred
Friendly, vlice presldent and managlng edl tor of the Post, later _
revealed that Russell Wigglns, edltor of the Post, bad refused to meke
a comml tment that the newspaper would pot run such an edltorlal, _
The next day, the Post ran an edl doﬁmw calllng for_a full federgl
Inqulry into the assassinatlon, but ila not gpeciflcally mentlon a

wrant A M el Aamnd aot AN Thraa Asva Frar thot. Tarnann anral niad *he

arven Commisglon, an actl on_the Fout applauded edl torlally, _

In another_case, Hoover demanded, an explanation of a leak that

revealed that the FBI agent in chavge of the Dallas offi ce at the tlme

of the assagsinatlon had been forced to reslgn, n

“‘Dld DeLozeh find out the sourcel *? Hoover ssked in o memo.o
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thls rumor,*?® sald s reply memo from C,D, Deloasch, an FBI official,
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‘*We mave contacted our good, _sources at (BS in WosHlngton and Neil
Stawser sdvised that_he was fanillar with the story, . . . He sald
that. at first, 1t came to nlg attentlon from Robert Plerpont,
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WASHNS Robert Plerpont.
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‘“Plerpont who Lls frlendly and kpowm to.my office was contacted on s
strlctly informal basis and he stated that he had recelved the Tumor
from a ‘government source®, , . I -
In another memo, DeLoach wrote of an attempt to get storles about
erroneous poilce statements retracted, Hp salds *‘We c5lled our
sources at both Unl ted Press Internatl onal and the Assoclated Press
and talked with them on a confldgntla]l basls,??

—~—

A Teletype-message to the FBI San Xranclsgo grfice showed that CBS

anchorman Valter Cronki te told the FEI of a call he recelvad thet

Sugges ted the caller had some knowledge about the assassinatlop,
In angther memo, Deloach suggested that 2 Tesponse could be made to

an unfavorable column by the late Drew Pearson, wilcn suggested the
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‘‘Unfortunately we are not in a posi¥on to co
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