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a “By JOSEPH VOLZ ~ 

ASHINGTON — To millions 
of schoolchiJdren across the 
country, the photo in 
Wednesday's papers of the 

Kennedy family’s visiting the late Presi- 
dent's gravesite was “just history.” For 
such children, some of whom weren't 
even born yet when the Jaie President 

- was shot down in Dallas on Nov. 22, 

- 1963, learning about the Kennedy assas- 
sination is not much different from 
learning about the Lincoln assassina- 
tion. . 

= Yet the Kennedy assassination is dif- 

ferent, because the House Aszassina- 
tions Committee is still striving — se-- 
cretly, after initial public embarrass- 
ment—to rewrite the history books, 

While the assassination may be “just 
history,” the key question facing the 
committee is still very much alive: Was 

there a conspiracy that eluded the War- 
. ren Commission in its findings-a year 
- after the murder? : . 

Since things have been so sccret at _ 
committee ‘offices in a ramshackle 
building at the foot of Capitol Hill re- 
porters have not been able to find out. 

. whether. Robert Blakey, the cominittee’s 
chief counsel, and his staff have been 

muking any progress. But a general pic- 
ture of the panel’s efforts in recent 

“months has been pieced together from 
knowledgeable sources. : 

The committee has cwled over thcu- 
sands of FBI and CIA documents. some 
not reviewed by the Warren Commis- . a 
sion in its original investigation. “Some days I'm convinced that: 

The FBI, in fact, will release 80,000 = new leads and oth 
pages of investigative documents to thas 

public on Dec. 7. But committee sources ° ; 
Ss2y that although the papers will ottrr then you get new leads and ac 
a_glimpsé into the dctals of the FB Other information and you're nol 

_probe they will not add any substanuar An interim committee report,’ 
new evidence to refute the conclusion a ftw weeks, yliLnot reach any. 
that Tee Ware: Oswalt we thestome “sions on the killing, but it ma 
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killer. = “someliing-to—say—about the 

“There's nothing earth shattering in ness _— 0 - = 
the FBI matéTTate-rsouree taid. investigation and the Warren C 

Some committee investigators, -al- sion. . 
though not reaching any conclusion on * The panel is not ruling out ar 
the Kennedy killing, have succezded in der theories; including these: , 
confusing themselves. One conimittee . 
Staffer said: ‘Some days I'm convinced @ Mafia hitmen killed Kenn 
that Oswald and Oswald alone did it; retaliation for Attorney General 
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» you get new leads and acress to 
r information and you're not.sure.” 
a interim committee report, due in 
© weeks, will not reach any conclu- 

BF on the killing, but if may have- 
‘thing to say about the thorough~ 

or Jack of it — of the FBL 
stigation and the Warren Commis- 

- 

e panel is not avne out any mur- 
heories, including these: 

Mafia hitmen killed Kennedy in 
ation for Attorney General Robert 

— 
Pe Pe . 
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s I'm convinced -thet-Oswald snd ‘Oiwald alone a a it. Then you get . 

new leads and other information and you! re not sure.” 
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F. Kennedy's prosecution of the Team- 
sters Union boss Jimmy Hoffa, who has 
since disappeared after allegedly cross- 
ing the Mafia. _ 

e Anti-Castro Cubans killed Kenne- 
dy because he stopped. US. air support 
to the Bay of Pigs invasion force in 

Apri] 1961, aborting their effort to de- 
- pose Fidel Castro. 

e Right-wing Texas moguls paid for 
Kennedy's assassination in anger at his 
liberal policies. 

But all of these theories have been 

~~ 
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around virtually since Kennedy died. : 
And there is no indication that the com--. 
mittee has developed any solid evidence 
from scores of witnesses — some of | 

whom have changed their testimony ~ 

from appearance to appearance before > ~ 

the panel: — ee support” BBY of the. 

theories. 

Because the manel operates in un- 
precedented near-lotal secrecy, there is 

no way to know how capable Blakey 

and his staff are. But the secrecy has” 
prevented sensational witnesses of 

- jimited credibility from ‘turning the 

committee into a public circus through 
their testimony. 

There has been no repent of the Wil 
lem Olimans e:nbarrassment. Oltmans, 
who sass he is a_ Dutch TV reporter, 
came out of a committee hearing room 
last March, to tell reporters that a Sovi- 
et emigre ‘geologist, the late George dé 
NMohrenschildt, said he had been part of 
a conspiracy that included not only Os- 
wald, but also. H.L. Hunt, the late oil 
millionaire, and ihe CIA and FBL- 

Committee critics began to wonder _ 
whether Congress was not giving an air 

“of Jegitimacy to crackpots who had long 

since faded from  public_ attention.- 
That’s when the committee ‘submerged * 

~ into secrecy. - 

Blakey became chief counsel follow- 

ing the embarrassing internal stru ggle 

several] months ago that resulted in “he 

“resignations of Chief Counsel Richard = 

Sprague and Chairman Henry Gonzalez ‘: 

‘(D-Tex.). Blakey has held one. press - 

- conference to dale —- to announce to 

“the press that there would be no more 
“ press conferences. 

From the way things look now, how- 
ever, when the committee resurfaces in 
public hearings next year, it likely will 
add little more than a footnote to o 

~ children’s history books. Something’ 
along the lines that, although Lee Har- 
vey Oswald acted alone, the CIA and 

FBI, both of which had some limited 

contact with Oswald before the shoot- 
ing, might have been more diligent and 

more cooperative. Conceivably, the 

assassination might have been prev ent- 

ed. . y 

Joseph Volz, a Washington correspond- 
ent of The News, has been covering 
the Kennedy assassination probe: © 
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