
Connally Backs the Warren Report 

Governor John B. Connally Jr. of Texas at news session 
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Special fo The New York Times 

AUSTIN, Tex., Nov. 23— 
Gov, John B. Connally Ir. said 
today that the Warren Com- 
mission’s findings on Presi- 
dent Kennedy’s assassination 
Should be accepted as final 
unless compelling new evi- 
dence is brought forth. A new 
investigation is “neither war- 
ranted, justified or desirable,” 
he said. The Governor, who 
was riding in a Dallas motor- 
cade with President Kennedy, 
Was wounded in the chest, 
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right wrist and left leg when 
the President was assassinall- 
ed. He still carries a bullet 
fragment just above his left 
kneecap. Mr. Connally said 
today that many criticisms of 
the Warren Commission's in- 
vestigation might have “polit- 
ical overtOnes-”- He “said he 
was “Shocked “that in the 
backlash of tragedy, journal- 
istic scavengers such as Mark 
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[Lane attempt to impugn the 
‘motives’ of members of the 
lcommission, Mr. Connally would 
Inot elaborate on his suggestion 
of poiltical overtones. “IT am 

| going to let it rest right there,” 
he said. 

He said he had not read an 
of the books that have criticined 
the Warren Commission's find- 
ings, including “Rush to Judg-|. 
ment,” writen by Mr Lane, aj. 
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New York lawver. 
The Governor said that he had 

read press reports and book re-j 
views on the books he was talking about and that he _ al- Ways accepted 45 accurate] < whatever he read in newspapers. 4 Mr. Connally decided to hold ‘ithe news conference, at the State Capitol, after, he said, he jhad been besieged with ques- [lions about a Life magazine farticie this week, 
In the article the Governor repeated that he disagreed with the Warren Commission's find- jing that he and President Ken- jhedy were both hit by one of ithree shots fired down on the ;open limousine in front of the iTexas School Book Depository. 



Sole Disagreement 

The Governor said today that 
‘his sole disagreement with the 

: Warren Comunission’s findings 
centered on which bullet struck 
rim. 

“I am convinced, beyond any 

doubt, that I was not struck by 
ithe first Dullet. I know that I 
heard the first shot, and I turned 

ifo see what happened, and that 
I was struck by @ second shot. 
The third shot struck the Presi- 
dent and not me,” he said. 

The Warren Commission 
found that there were three 
shots and that one went through 
President Kennedy’s neck and 
into Governor Connally’s body, 
that one shot hit the President 
in the head, and that one shot 
probably missed both men. 

Governor Connally said the 
shot that hit him did not hit 
President Kennedy. . 

Some critics of the Warren 
report also dispute the single- 
bullet theory. They contend, 
further, that if this one shot 
jwas, instead, two, then—because 
.of the rapidity with which they 
‘were fired—two assassins rather 
| than one fired them. 
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a Reviewed Film 

| The Governor said he had ha¢ 
nd intention of adding fuel co 
ithe flames of dissension when 
ihe agreed to review a mstion 
‘picture of the assassination for 
Life magazine and to pent out 
just when he was strack. 

He said, “They asked me to 
do it and I agreed.” 

The Life magazine article was 
mot one of those with “political 
overtones,” the Governér said. 

: Mr. Connally, 4 close friend 
iof President Johnson; said he 
had_ discussed “very casually” 
with Mr. Johnsori some or the 

jeriticisnis of thé Warren Com- 
mission investigation. | But he 
said he and the President had 

never “sat down” and discussed 
the-Warren Commission ¥éport 

He did not reveal Mr. John- 
son’s feelings about the criti- 
cisms. | 

Governor Connally said he did 
not regard his own views as to 
Which shot wounded him as 
casting any deubt on the va- 
lity oF the” Warren Commis- 
sion’s over-all findings.”>. 

ne Governor said fhe was 
satisfied that the shot that hit 
him was fired by Lee| Harvey 
Gswald, named by the |Warren 
Commission as the assassin of 
President Kennedy. The Gover- 
nor said he did not believe there 
was more than one) person 
involved in the shooting. 

“There are certain facts 
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‘about “this assassination which 

alty and motivation of those 
who will not accept a false 
govermmental edict” while “the 
American people’ had made 
Mr. Lane’s book a best-seller. 

Comment in East Europe 
Speclal to The New York Times 

LONDON, Nov. 23—East Eu- 
ropean radio stations marked, 
the third anniversary yesterday: 
of President Kennedy's assassi- 
nation with extensive com- 

mentaries on the controversy 
over the findings of the Warren 
Commission. 

The Warsaw radio asserted. 
that two-thirds of the American: 
“IBAA OY] aAaT[aq Jou pip atdoad 
ren report’s conclusions. 

A commentator on the Prague 
radie declared, “It is impossible 
to say that the Warren report 
is true.” 

The broadcasts were moni- 
tored by Radio Free Europe and 
made available here. 

The Czechoslovak commenta- 

may néver be known,” he said. 
He added that he did not con- 
sider his memory or his judg- 
ment to be infallible. : 

Mr, Connally said although 
he had thought at the time of 
the assassination that there 
were two or three persons 
firing bullets at the Presidential 
limousine, This impression had 
just been a “fleeting thought” 

‘day that 

that just leaped into his mind. 

Lane Replies 

Mark Lane said here yester- 
Governor Connally 

“has displayed an abysmal igno- 
rance of the implications of his 
own testimony” ~~~ 
““Te the bullet that (struck 
President Kennedy did not also 
strike the Governcr, then there 
was no lone assassin,” Mr. 
Lane said. 

He charged that the Gover- 
hor was “questioning the loy- 

the American state apparatus.”


